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From the Headteacher
Following the later Easter holiday this
year, Term 5 has been a shorter but very
important term, with the GCSE and A
Level public examinations now in
progress for the first time since 2019.
Students in Years 11 and 13 have been
working extremely hard, and we have
continued to be very impressed with
their focus and dedication to their
studies; hopefully this will lead to great
success in the summer and results that
they will be proud of. We wish them all
the very best of luck in the coming
weeks.

gain valuable examination experience
and identify their individual strengths
and areas for development.

Although examinations and assessments
are such an important focus this term,
there have also been a range of trips and
other activities for students across the
school. This has included the Curriculum
Enhancement Day on Thursday 19th May,
with a Year 7 trip to the Port Lympne for
Geography, Year 10
visiting Shorne
Country Park for
Biology fieldwork,
Students in Year 12 sat their formal End
Year 8 having a
of Year Assessments earlier this term and
Science day, Year 9
are now in the process of reflecting
had a “Top Secret Spy
Day” with a talk from
about their results, their Predicted A
Peter Bleksley
Level and UCAS forecast grades and
(who appeared in the
considering their next steps post-18. We
Channel
4
programme
“Hunted”) and
have a comprehensive programme to
Year 12 had workshops on first aid and
help prepare students for university,
consent.
apprenticeship or the workplace,
including very specific support for our
In Term 6 we will look forward to many
prospective Oxbridge, medicine,
opportunities for students to extend
dentistry and veterinary science
applicants. Our Careers Adviser is in the their learning and experiences beyond
the taught curriculum; this will include
midst of finalising arrangements for a
new Careers Fair which will take place at the whole school Curriculum
Enhancement Week, Sports Day as well
the end of Term 6 which will also help
as the Arts and Technology Festival and
students with their choices and future
Culture Week, with a Key Stage 3
applications.
production, Fine Art and Art textiles
exhibitions and different cultural events.
Students in Years 7-10 have also been
working very hard in readiness for their
End of Year Assessments at the very start Finally, I hope that our families have a
safe and enjoyable bank holiday week,
of Term 6. Teachers have noted their
and we look forward to welcoming back
very positive and mature approach to
all students at the start of Term 6 on
revision, with students taking
Monday 6th June.
responsibility for their learning and
Sharon Pritchard
progress, and using the assessments as
Headteacher
an opportunity to develop revision skills,
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Governor News
This term has seen the start of public
examinations for many of our
students and on behalf of Governors I
would like to wish each of them every
success in these examinations. We do
understand and appreciate how
stressful these weeks can be for
students and parents alike, as well as
the long-awaited results days. Our
Year 13 students left the school this
term in preparation for their A Level
examinations; we wish them well in
these and every success and good
wish for the future.

from students once again. I would
especially like to congratulate Ms
Zgoda and her team on a very
successful and entertaining evening.
If you wish to contact the Governing
Body on any matter, please contact
me via the school email address or in
writing c/o the school.
Finally, I would like to wish you all a
restful and relaxing break, and hope
that you enjoy the various
celebrations that are planned to
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee - hopefully the weather will be
kind to us.

The Trustees will meet next term to
approve the school’s 3-year budget
which has to be sent to the Education
and Skills Funding Agency before the Janice Brooke
end of July. The budget will be shared Chair of
with the Governing Body at their
Governors
meeting in the last week of Term 6,
before submission to the ESFA.
On an incredibly positive note,
Trustees and Governors are delighted
that the bid submitted last year for
funding from the DfE Condition
Improvement Fund for capital projects
for academies, has been successful.
The ESFA has funding to replace the
boiler, heating and hot water system
in the College Block and Sports Hall.
The school and the contractors
undertaking these works will make
every effort to minimise noise and
disruption during this time.
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Governors were delighted to be
invited by the Music department to
the Spring Concert this term, which
once again highlighted the amazing
talents of our students. It was a
wonderful evening and so special to
be able to enjoy live performances
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Year 7 Hat Parade 2022

Last term we were delighted to see the return of the Year 7 Hat Parade after a two year absence. This
event is a much-loved DGGS tradition that has taken place for many decades, and this year’s Year 7
students didn’t let us down!
This year the theme was “Books”, and on Monday 4th April, the hats started to arrive in the Old Gym
ahead of the celebration assemblies. A few got damaged in transit but we had a repair station in place
with glue, tape and string to patch up any mishaps! Mrs Wills and I then had the difficult choice of
choosing the winners. Anyone passing the gym that morning would have heard our audible gasps and
squeals as we made our way down the form rows to look at all of the hats! There were so many
incredible hats and the ingenuity, creativity and skill of our students completely blew us away.
Students paraded twice that day, once in the Year 7 celebration assembly, and once again at the start of
the Year 10 assembly. Year 10 had been the last year to parade themselves and our Year 10 Art and
Textiles students also had a “Students’ Choice” award which they presented in their assembly.
The Best Character hat went to Artemis 7C for her fabulous Hedwig hat, and the best group hats went to
Rishika and Hansiga 7I who made an impressive pair of manga-themed hats. The Year 10 Art
Students’ Choice award went to Kanika 7P who made an incredible hat with twirling tea cups
powered by a hidden motor inside the hat! The Textiles Year 10 student award went to Praisel 7L for her
innovative Alice in Wonderland-themed creation. Most Creative hat went to Martina 7L for her hugely
ambitious Lion King hat, and our overall winner was Jessie 7K for her stunning Paddington hat which
wowed everyone in the room! All of the winners are listed below:
Melissa 7C Best in Form
Julia 7H Best in Form
Hala 7I Best in Form
Imani 7K Best in Form
Barisha 7L Best in Form
Olivia 7P Best in Form
Artemis 7C Best Character Hat
Rishika and Hanisga 7I Best Group Hats
Kanika 7P Year 10 Art Students’ Choice Award
Praisel 7K Year 10 Textiles Students’ Choice Award
Martina 7L Most Creative Hat
Jessie 7K Overall Winner
The winning hats are all displayed in the school library and photographs are in the gallery section of the
DGGS website. A huge well done to all of our Year 7 students!
Ms Bamsey: Curriculum Area Leader: Fine Art and KS3 Art & Design

See overleaf for photos:
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Year 7 Hat Parade Photos

Melissa 7C

Julia 7H

Imani 7K

Barisha 7L

Rishika and Hanisga 7I
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Praisel 7L
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Olivia 7P

Kanika 7P
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Most Creative Hat: Martina 7L

Overall Winner Jessie 7K

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Introducing the new and improved IT2 room
Continuing the strategy of updating the computer infrastructure for students
around the school, the next in line for improvement was the IT2 room.
A decision was made to update the temperamental units with newer
hardware to improve the reliability of the room. Over the Easter holidays,
the IT Team installed the new hardware and adjustments were made to the
connectivity to ensure improved connections to the school network.
Students can now enjoy the benefits of the new suite, with the computers
running the brand new Windows 11 operating system, the full Microsoft
Office suite and, if the subject permits, the Adobe suite.
Any tech fans in the school may be pleased to know that the new computers
are: Lenovo ThinkCentre M60e Tiny Desktops, with a 10th Generation Intel
Core i5 processor, 8gb of RAM and a speedy 256gb SSD, which in short
means the new user experience will be much improved from the previous
set up.
Mr Elvy: IT Technician
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Library News
For World Book Day this Year way back in March, I thought a mystery
theme would be a good idea. Mystery books have been really popular
over the last year, with students reading the “Murder Most Unladylike”
series by Robin Stevens and old school classics such as “Sherlock Holmes”
and “Agatha Christie”. In order to make the most of it, we celebrated
Mystery March in the Library with displays and book selections.
One of the eye-catching activities that took place was ‘Book Fortune
Telling’. If this activity sounds intriguing to you, that is nothing to be
surprised about as it is very intriguing! The way this activity works is that
there are a number of giant ‘chatterboxes’ that you use to play a game of
fortune telling. However there is a twist; instead of your numbers, you
receive a book genre to pick from, you then choose to lift one of the inside corners and receive a book suggestion!
‘This is a great way to explore and pick different books from the library
that you might have never thought of choosing.’
Ravitreni and Krithya, 9P

Maha, Rommy 11H, Shara, Stephanie
Jaidene-Rena 11C
Krithya and Ravitreni 9P
Book Club
The ‘DGGS Shadowers’ are, again, reading the books shortlisted for
this year’s Carnegie Medal. The group members change every year
but our mission stays the same - to read as many of the 8 books as
we can and, as a group, vote for our favourite. Our vote counts
towards the Shadower’s Choice Award.

Sarah 7P, Khhushhali 9P

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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We also held a Book in a Jar competition and the library is now displaying
some amazing creations, including several by Mrs MacKenzie!

‘On World Book Day, the library hosted a ‘Guess Who’s Coming to Lunch’

as one of the many activities that could be completed on the day. A table
in the centre of the library had been set up like a tea party, with many
recognisable book characters attending. We were told that someone had
killed the Mad Hatter and we had to find out who. In the seat of each
character there were props and clues, students had to work out who the
characters were and then decide who killed the Mad Hatter. Some of the
characters included Harry Potter, Skulduggery Pleasant, Percy Jackson and
many more. It was very cleverly put together and really very
enjoyable.’
Student Librarian Aaliya 9L
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More fun was had in form time. See what you think of the following spine chilling 10 word
mystery stories the students created….

‘24hours, 1 murder, 3 killers’ Peggy 7C
‘She shuddered. It was so wrong, and yet so easy…’ Shanice, 8I

‘Five walked in, wearing white.
One walked out in red.’ Evangeline, 8K

‘Mummy, the man under my
bed says he is cold.’

Lola, 9P

‘Staring into the abyss only to find it staring back.’ Saumya & Bethel, 10H

‘I stood above the grave, hearing my voice down below.’
Kamsi, Judy, Georgia & Tushara, 10P

‘“Red" she laughed colouring in, "Red" she gasped blood running thin.’ Form 11C
‘On the first day, five men entered. A child exited.’

Soumya,11K

‘Rocks, sand and shingles
blew within the wind.
Killing.’ Ejiro, 11L

‘My bedroom was empty but I felt arms around
me’ Form 11P
‘One last kiss, I thought, as I opened her coffin.’ Form 12A
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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We have a display up in the library promoting our Manga collection by
student librarian, Raieka 8I and her friends. The library also ran a Manga
drawing competition too which was put together by student librarian
Nana, 8L.

ISSUE NUMBER
74
MAY

2022

‘I'm a big Manga and Anime fan and I've read and watched a lot. I had the
idea to do something like ‘Mystery March’ before but I didn't really know
what I should do. I really wanted to do something relating to Manga and
my friend, who also loves Manga and Anime, suggested that we should do
that and call it ‘Manga May’. I was really happy with the idea and
immediately asked Mrs Hickman if I could do this theme and she agreed
and so ‘Manga May’ was born. It was really fun organising the whole event,
decorating the display and I would love to do it again. Manga is so popular
mostly because of its unique ability to grow with its followers. New
chapters are posted weekly and loads of people read them and the fandom
grows. The plots also make it really popular. Lots of the Manga I have read
have amazing plots, and that makes me want to read the rest of the series.
Also the drawings draw people in. It makes it more interesting and
enjoyable to read. I love Manga because it takes me to different worlds
when I need to and obviously the plots are really good. Manga is different
from comic books because Manga are usually (but not always) printed in
black and white, as opposed to colour. They are also usually more visual
and contain fewer words. The drawings in Manga, however, are usually
much simpler than in American comic books. It lets you see what is
happening properly. I hope all of you enjoy ‘Manga May!’
Student Librarian Raieka, 8I
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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The winners for the Manga Competition are as follows:
First place joint winners: Davina 10H and Judy 10P. They win 5 Housepoints each.
Second place joint winners: Nicole 8I and Fajr 7I, winning 3 Housepoints each.
Third place joint winners: Praise 9K and Sindy 10H, winning 2 Housepoints each.
Everyone who entered will also get 1 Housepoints.
The entries were all amazing!
Mrs Hickman: Librarian

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Year 10 University of Oxford Trip

On Wednesday 4th May, Year 10 students had the privilege of visiting St.
Hugh’s college at Oxford University. Upon arrival we were greeted by Lena,
an enthusiastic tour guide who gave us a warm welcome along with a
presentation about the college and Oxford University in general. Slides
included: how to apply for universities via UCAS, how to write your personal
statement - and we even found out that Gemma Chan, seen in the Eternals
Marvel movie, was a famous alumna of Oxford. As we were seated, we met
three student ambassadors at the college; Michael, Molayo and Joe, who
spoke about university life, social events, and their coursework and we also
had the opportunity to ask them questions about what it was like studying in
such a highly prestigious environment. We were fortunate enough to dine in
one of the Oxford’s formal halls and take many group photos in and around
the campus. Split into groups with our student ambassadors, we were able
to enter the college library which was especially tranquil as it was exam
season, and browse the vast categories of books on display. As the campus
tour came to an end, we went on a walk around Oxford with our peers and
Lena, entering Wolfson College for a while and having a great time outdoors
in the public spaces, filled with locals and students alike on bicycles which
could be seen almost everywhere. Our trip to St. Hugh’s College, Oxford was
truly a remarkable one to be remembered.
Lesley 10L
Firstly our journey started off with a gloomy morning which was quickly
brightened up when we were met by our cheerful guide Lena who talked us
through our itinerary for the day. She showed us into the building where we
were shown an area where we were greeted with an exquisite display of
biscuits and tea which we all heartily enjoyed before we were
guided into the consultation room where we were talked through
application processes and so on. We were also given lovely totebags and
pencils engraved with St Hugh’s College to begin our journey. We ate in the
dining hall where we were given delicious meals full of spices and flavours
which we all enjoyed. Lastly we were shown around the campus by the kind
students where we were shown the accommodation as we also toured the
law library. The library was extremely quiet, filled with the tranquil
ambience of scholars which we were all pleasantly surprised by. With lots of
time left, we ended up going around Oxford town centre, seeing all the
students riding bikes pleasantly surprised us as we had never seen so many
cyclists, especially in Dartford! Overall our trip was extremely enjoyable as
we learnt a lot to help us with our future alongside having lots of fun!
Aditi 10P
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AWS-IT Competition
The following article was written by Allayna 8H.
It is an update of the progress made by the DGGS teams who first entered the
“design an app” project. We would very much like to thank all those
students who took part and specifically the two teams who won through to
the national competition You did yourselves proud!
Ms Curtis: Religious Studies, Ethics and EPQ
Mrs Jenson: Curriculum Area Leader: Computer Science
AWS JOURNEY
At the beginning of Year 8, we were being welcomed into our second year at
DGGS with lots of positivity. An example of this was through many assemblies.
Towards the end of September, we were presented with an opportunity
which intrigued me. We were briefed all about what would
happen throughout the year if we were to join the competition. The reason
why this assembly was given to us, was because there are hardly any women
in the IT field, so this competition was like a taster of what could happen if we
were to join IT. I wasn't sure what I had wanted to do in the future back then,
so I thought of giving this a go. These were the rules which were given to us:



The team must consist of 3-7 people in total
50% of the team should be female (we were in an all girls school so
there was no difficulty with this)

The app idea must tackle or solve an issue that your school or local
community experiences

You should use the judging criteria when putting together your final
submission
And there were many more.
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I was in a team for our first session in IT3 during lunchtime, and excited to
begin. We were introduced to the beginning of the competition which was
explaining the rules above, and how we would go about doing this. Slowly, as
time went on, we started paying attention to our society to come up with
ideas to somehow help the community. Our first idea was to make a study
app to help during the times of COVID but, there were already too many of
those so we dropped it. Our other idea was to help create an app for the
visually impaired. I don't know how we came up with this idea but it stuck
with us. Later, me and another team member started going to the afterschool
bootcamp sessions. Due to COVID, we weren’t able to physically attend the
bootcamp sessions in the building itself, but on the bright side we were able
to watch videos to help us. These videos gave us a rough idea and utter shock
about how much effort is put into making one app. Our last session ended
with an Amazon ambassador visiting us to talk to us about presenting our idea
to Ms Curtis, Mrs Jenson and all the other teams. We did simple activities by
creating scenarios in our head such as meeting your favourite celebrity in the
elevator, and they are looking for an assistant.

2022
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We were given a few minutes to create a small dialogue on what we would say if this were to happen. I
had written something like this: “Oh wow, I am so blessed to meet you! You make an amazing addition
to the music industry. I heard you were looking for someone experienced for an assistant? I am sure you
would need someone who is confident, organized and punctual which are the same qualities I have! It
was a pleasure meeting you, I would love to keep touch!” I don’t fully remember but I gave a short
speech like this. Keeping all the useful skills we were given in our last session, my team and I got
working to create our presentation. We designed an app logo. Here is a picture of it
below: One of my team members created this:

We had set up a few zoom calls to help practise our lines so that we felt confident. Luckily, the
presentation went amazingly, and I had not messed up. A week later, there was an announcement on
google classroom asking for all the teams to come to IT3 at lunch to announce the teams that would be
moved onto the quarter-finals.
The first team called out had presented before us and they were so in sync and their presentation was
perfect. After hearing their team name called out, my team and I knew they were going to get in but
were unsure whether we would or not. There was a short pause but...

OUR TEAM NAME WAS ANNOUNCED!
All four of us were in utter shock and were smiling very widely that day.
Later, we were called in to submit our ideas to the website of AWS where they would choose the
teams going into the semi-finals. Sadly, no team from our school was accepted into the semi-finals, but
we were happy with the journey so far. We had all learnt how difficult the process is and how much
hard work people put into making an app. It was quite a hectic journey but I enjoyed every part of it!
Allayna 8H

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Kent Fire and Rescue Service
Talk
On Friday 6th May we had a Fire and Rescue talk which I found very
beneficial. It gave us in depth knowledge about arson, and a quick recap
about the precautions and safety procedures we need to follow in order to
keep ourselves and others safe.
According to the knowledge we acquired during the talk, arson is defined
as the criminal act of deliberately setting fire to an object or property.
There can be serious consequences depending on how severe the act is.
The average age of being convicted for arson is 13 years. We watched
several videos and had the chance to judge whether or not these acts were
arson. This allowed us to test our understanding.
We also gained an understanding of the importance of smoke alarms and
their crucial part in helping to alert people to a potential threat of fire.
Each house should have a smoke alarm on each floor. As a matter of fact,
smoke is much more of a threat to people than the fire itself, as just three
breaths can cause death.
Some of the information we potentially recapped from primary school was
the ‘Stop, Drop and Roll’ procedure. We put this in place when clothes or
other fabrics set alight. This was an incredibly beneficial talk and has given
us a broader knowledge about arson and how to act during a fire.
Kanika 7P

Head Students’ Message
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We, as your new Head Students, would love to extend the sincerest of
greetings to the DGGS Community and take this opportunity to discuss the
goals and ambitions we have for our time together. We recognise the
importance of strengthening the voice of the student body and aim to
empower you directly. The actions we take will always have your best
interests at heart, as we want to inspire you to take your academic
journey into your own hands. We are beyond excited to be in this position
and lead the Head Student team for the upcoming school year. Therefore,
with the support of your new House Captains - Kabeerah, Gabrielle,
Tianna, Nifemi, Mia and Donniquequaw, we are confident that we can
achieve new heights within our school environment. As a team, our main
aims are to continue to celebrate our cultural diversity, encourage a sense
of togetherness among all students, and inspire the cohort to share their
passions with their peers.

2022
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Culture: We are incredibly lucky to encounter such a range of cultures within our school
environment, and we believe that it is essential to continue to embrace and promote this.
Understanding the uniqueness of each other’s traditions promotes a stronger sense of unity among
us, paving the way for the creation of unbreakable bonds. The main way we want to focus on this is by
hosting the first ever International Evening, which will give all of us the chance to represent our own
cultures with traditional dances, songs or other activities. We also have other ideas planned, to open
the door for cultural expression in a multitude of ways. For example, we would like to maintain the
concept of an annual cultural clothing day, where students can come into school wearing attire that is
representative of their heritage. We strongly believe that this gives us the opportunity to express our
individuality and appreciate our differences.

Integration: A school environment in which all students are comfortable and willing to interact
with, support, and learn from one another, is a school environment in which social and academic skills
are able to develop naturally. This said, we want to encourage everyone to explore the possibilities of
forming relationships that span across the entire community and we will work together to fulfil this
concept.

Student-Led Activities: In order to achieve the best academic experience, we believe that
students should have the chance to take on leading
roles during informative events that allow them to
share their interests with one another. Through the
use of debates, assemblies and more, students can
develop their communication and leadership skills,
whilst also speaking on topics of importance to them.
We hope that our aims resonate with your personal
goals and we are very keen to work with all of you in
order to create an atmosphere which acts as a
catalyst for success. Our main objective is to give you
the opportunity to thrive, academically, morally and
socially. Anry 12E and Ramisha 12B

Chartwell
Hi everyone, my name is Kabeerah 12G and I am the house captain for Chartwell. I am pleased to
announce that the Deputies for Chartwell are Shopika 12B and Kenga 12B and our Senior Prefect is
Tobiah 12D. I promise that we will work together to create experiences and activities that everyone
will enjoy. I am looking forward to creating an atmosphere where everyone feels welcome and
comfortable to participate in school activities. I just want to let you all know that during my time as
Chartwell’s House Captain, I want all of us to be able to
come together and get involved. I want to be able to
work with the rest of the Head Student
Team to create memorable experiences for all of us to
look back on. I definitely want to make House activities
something that we get excited about. Our school environment is going to be one in which we are all a family. The
whole Chartwell team is grateful to be able to have the
opportunity to create these memories for you and we
look forward to working with all of you!
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Hever
Hi, I'm Gabrielle 12G and I am looking forward to being the new House
Captain for Hever, alongside the deputies: Temi 12B and Alisha 12C, as well
as our Senior Prefect, Avanesh 12C. I have always wished for a school
environment where students of all ages feel comfortable to express
themselves in their own ways and where we can motivate each other to
strive for success whilst enjoying our school experience. We aim for
everyone within our House to work as a team and openly show off their skills
to their hearts’ content. I speak for the Hever team when I say that we are
grateful for the opportunity to make this happen and are excited to see the
growth of our House over this next year and into the future.

Ightham
Hello everyone, my name is Tianna 12A and I am the new House Captain for
Ightham. Alongside your Deputies, Stephanie 12G and Folabomi 12G, and
Molly 12A, your Senior Prefect, I’m looking forward to creating more
exciting, fun house events and opportunities for students to express
themselves through their different passions. We hope to create a great
reputation for our House and to encourage integration within our school
community that will last for years to come. We’re all extremely grateful for
our roles and the opportunity to make a difference to the DGGS community
as representatives for our House!
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Knole
Hey guys, my name is Nifemi 12D, and I am your new House Captain for Knole. I am excited to take
on this new role alongside the Deputies, Kirsty 12A and Chloe 12A, as well as the Senior Prefect Freya
12A. Creating an enthusiastic and connected community within our House is something that I
would like to achieve during my time in this position. Throughout the various events we will take part
in, as a team I hope to ensure a warm atmosphere is maintained so that everyone in Knole feels as
though they are always welcome among their fellow peers. With a vibrant and bold attitude we can
show our competitive spirit against other
Houses during house competitions while
also interacting with them so that we are able
to become integrated as a school. For me, this
is an opportunity for all of us to learn new skills
and ideas from one another while taking part
in many fun activities. We are very proud and
grateful to have been chosen for these roles
and hope to ensure our fellow members are
always proud to be in Knole House!

Leeds
Hello my name is Mia 12C and I am so excited to be the new House Captain for Leeds. I am looking
forward to working with the Deputies, Kira 12C and Desiree 12B, and the Senior House Prefect, Ivana
12G to assist everyone within Leeds to become top achievers. First and foremost, I want to ensure
that everyone feels heard and I hope that through integration activities and form visits, our team is
able to form a connection with students in all years. I see my role of House Captain as one to be used
to prioritise the wellbeing of all members of Leeds House and promote individuality, creativity and
confidence in their own abilities.

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Penshurst
Hello, my name is Donniquequaw 12C, and I am the House Captain for
Penshurst. The deputies are Florence 12D and Rhianna 12G. As a team we
aim to enhance and strengthen the sense of House spirit and also allow a
deeper level of integration between all years within House events. We also
want to allow opportunities for individuals within our House to shine and
not just focus on the typical House events like sport but also celebrate
other talents. Furthermore, we want to create an environment where
everyone feels comfortable to express themselves and showcase their
abilities beyond academics and the school curriculum.

Diversity Leads
Hello, my name is Hamdhan 12C and I am pleased to be one of the new
Diversity Leads. I am excited to take up this role and look forward to be
working alongside Tanisha in helping to encourage our already diverse
community and provide opportunities to showcase this diversity through
events, assemblies and other activities to not only show our pride in our
identities, but also to spread mindfulness about the differences that make
us who we are. We believe that understanding and spreading awareness of
the diverse world we live in, within school, is important in becoming
compassionate humans and preparing us for when we eventually go
beyond these gates. We hope to make a long-lasting impact in the school
community and the outside world. We hope to do our best!
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Diversity Lead
Hi, my name is Tanisha 12D. I’ve been attending DGGS since Year 7, and being in such a diverse
environment has meant I have had my eyes opened to a lot of different people with a variety of
backgrounds and experiences. I believe that my role as Diversity Lead means I have the
responsibility to introduce others into the multitude of ways that we can all be different while
expressing the importance of acceptance and understanding. I hope to get involved in projects where
I can educate myself, my fellow representatives and the wider school community on the range of
different experiences and expressions and why these differences are important, as it is vital that
everyone, no matter who they are, feels represented.

Philanthropic Lead
Hi! I’m Rebecca 12F, and I’m one half of the new philanthropic team! I’m really glad to be able to lead
the school in our charitable events and fundraisers for the next year. I have a passion for supporting
charities, and I want to carry this forward to organise engaging and successful events. In my time as
Philanthropic Captain I want to promote communication throughout the school: taking your
suggestions for charities to support, fundraisers to carry out and events you would like to get involved
in. If you have any ideas, we would love to hear from you and we will post our emails in the student
support areas.
I am Temi 12G and I am also one of the new
philanthropic leads at DGGS. I take A-level
biology, chemistry and psychology, and as
you can tell I love science and the world
around me. All my life I have enjoyed nurturing my community, as I believe that the
ability to be able to give back to people in
new and unexplored ways is simply amazing
and a way of life for me. Philanthropy is not
only about the goal at the end, but the
journey of fundraising and bringing people
together. I look forward to bringing all years
across the whole school on this new
adventure with me through many more events on various awareness days and weeks through
innovative fundraising. I hope to constantly challenge myself in this role, and push myself to be a
strong philanthropic lead for everyone in school.
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STEM Lead
Hi I’m Alice 12E. As one of your new STEM leads I’m really looking forward
to bringing about new opportunities e.g. a STEM week, getting a chance to
talk to people working in STEM, getting new experiments and activities in
STEM club, looking at the accomplishments women have made in STEM and
looking at each aspect of STEM in greatest detail. I hope to get everyone
involved and provide you with several opportunities.

Sports Lead
My name is Ty-Evan 12E, and I am an ex-student of Woolwich Polytechnic
School for Boys. Here I was a member of both the football and rugby teams,
highlighting my love of sports. I believe they are one of the most efficient
ways to relieve school stress. Currently I am helping coach my younger
brother’s football team. With my new role as Sports Lead at Dartford
Grammar School for Girls, I am eager to bring back the excitement of sport
and PE.
I am Katie 12A and I am very
excited to take on the role of
Sports Lead 2022-23. I am a
qualified umpire for netball, which
is my main sport, as well as a level
two trampolining coach. My three
main aims for this year are to
promote sport and fitness, create
more opportunities for students to
play sport and to highlight the
importance between the
relationship of mental health and
sport. I am looking forward to
working with Ty-Evan, the PE
department and the Head Student
Team and am thankful for the role.
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House System Update
Following a rigorous interview process, Dartford Grammar School for Girls has appointed its new
House Captains, Deputy House Captains and Senior Prefects for 2022-23. They are as follows:
House Captains
Chartwell

Kabeerah 12G

Hever

Gabrielle 12G

Ightham

Thianna 12A

Knole

Nifemi 12D

Leeds

Mia 12C

Penshurst

Donniquequaw 12C

Deputy House Captains
Chartwell

Shopika 12B

Kenga 12B

Hever

Temi 12B

Alisha 12C

Ightham

Folabomi 12G

Stephanie 12G

Knole

Kirsty 12A

Chloe 12A

Leeds

Desiree 12B

Kira 12C

Penshurst

Florence 12D

Rhianna 12G

Senior Prefects
Chartwell

Tobiah 12D

Hever

Avenesh 12C

Ightham

Molly 12A

Knole

Freya 12A

Leeds

Ivana 12G

The interview was a three-stage process, in which all candidates were to explain why they applied
for the role, before then working in teams to create a House Competition set to a very specific brief.
Lastly, individuals were to feedback to the rest of the group, field questions from myself and the
House Leaders, before defending their ideas and stating how they would redo the task if given a
second chance to pitch their ideas. In what was easily the most competitive and professional
interview process that I have been a part of, the appointed students displayed a real passion for the
school and all opportunities to foster a sense of connection between the different year groups. I am
very much looking forward to seeing their creativity manifest itself in the coming twelve months.
Mr Stratford
Leader: House System and Philanthropic Activities
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Sixth Form Picnic and
Rounders afternoon
The rounders afternoon at Roseberry Gardens was both a time of
relaxation for the Year 12 students who had just completed their end of
year exams, as well as a happy farewell to the Year 13s who are now on
study leave, working hard towards their final A level exams. With the great
aid of some warm and sunny weather, the afternoon was also a great
opportunity for those not participating in the games to enjoy the summer
skies and have a picnic with friends. It was an amazing afternoon for many
to socialise in the sun and take a break from all the intense studying the
students throughout the Sixth Form have been doing.
However, the star of the show was of course the rounders tournament.
There were fierce battles within each year, and the competitive spirit was
obvious through the endless number of soaring rounders balls and
encouraging cheers. After the many strong contests within the separate
year groups, the highly awaited clash between the best of the Year 12
teams and the best of the Year 13 teams took place to decide which year
group is greatest at rounders. The Year 12s took their positions with bat in
hand first, and despite some unfortunate circumstances and incredible
Year 13 plays, they were able to score a considerable amount of points.
However, the veterans of the school showed their experience advantage
and displayed nothing less than a masterpiece of rounders, finally taking
the win overall.
It should be noted that the event would not have been possible without
the Sixth Form team, so many thanks go out to all the teachers and staff
that organised the event for the entirety of the school's enjoyment.
Max 12G
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Epping Forest Field Trip

As part of their course, all students who take geography for GCSE have to
undertake two days of fieldwork in preparation for their final exams. Year 11
visited Epping Forest on the 11th May. This was to help prepare them for their
physical fieldwork that will be answered on in paper 3. All the students were
fantastic on the day. They visited the field studies centre (FSC) where they
were introduced to the topic and the river of study. They clearly showed their
knowledge from school in answering the questions posed by staff at the
centre. The afternoon was spent in the river, collecting data on river including
width, depth and velocity. As always, some students got particularly wet feet!
The students worked very well together in their groups, and despite the rain,
really involved themselves in the day. Students will shortly be writing up their
findings in school and will use these for the GCSE exams next year. We are
currently planning the second fieldwork day to the Olympic Park at the end of
September, which will allow students to collect data in a human environment
by looking at the successes of regeneration.
Miss Day: Curriculum Area Leader, Geography
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DRAMA DEPARTMENT NEWS

BUGSY MALONE:
On Wednesday 30th and Thursday 31st March, over 90 students took part
in the first ever Arts and Technology Whole School production of Bugsy
Malone. The cast performed 3 times in total; one matinee performance to
West Hill Primary School and then two evening performances to an
audience of over 500. The hall was transformed into a 1920s Speakeasy
complete with tables, chairs, food, drink and a live band. Year 10 Food
Preparation and Nutrition students designed, made and served Bugsy
Malone themed cupcakes and Year 12 and Year 13 students took on the
role of front of house; selling tickets and showing audience members to
their seats. The production was a huge success and was the first time for
many of the students of performing on the DGGS’ stage. We have never
seen such a huge audience, and it was an amazing experience for all
involved as you can see from the comments below:
Miranda 10I (Backstage): It was a very stressful, yet enjoyable and
rewarding experience. It was fantastic to have an audience watching and
to support the actors. My role was to ensure that all of the actors were
where they needed to be. I would call the actors from the dressing room
via a walkie-talkie and ensure that they made it to the stage in time. I also
needed to ensure everyone was quiet backstage. I am still sad that I won’t
be able to help out next year as I will be in Year 11 focusing on my GCSE’s.
Seyi 10P (Blousey): Taking on the role of Blousey was an amazing
experience. It allowed me to develop my characterisation and performing
skills as well as giving me the opportunity to develop working as a team. I
got to work with students from all different year groups and performing in
front of an audience made this an incredibly memorable experience.
Christina 9P (audience member): I really enjoyed the production as the
acting was phenomenal and some of the scenes and acting were really
comical. I managed to get a table seat and got to enjoy the delicious Bugsy
Malone themed cupcakes. The only thing that needed to be improved was
that some of the actors needed to speak louder, or the music needed to
be a little bit quieter at times.
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KS3 PRODUCTION: 1001 ARABIAN HEIGHTS
Over 160 students from Years 7 and 8 have auditioned for this year’s Key Stage 3 Production; 1001
Arabian Heights. The production will be on for two days and will involve drama, dance and music.
Students will perform to friends and family on Thursday 16th June at 7.00pm in the Main Hall.
KS4 THEATRE TRIP
On Friday 13th May, 50 Year 9 and Year 10 GCSE Drama students went on a theatre visit to see The
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time at The Orchard Theatre. The production was both
inspiring and entertaining.
‘I was inspired by the range of drama techniques used and the production has influenced ideas for my
own work’ Lilia 10H
PREPARATION
At the time of writing, Year 11 GCSE Drama students are busy preparing for their final written exam
and Year 10 GCSE Drama students are rehearsing for their Component 2 exam on Friday 20 th May.
We wish them all the best in their exams.
Miss Westergaard: Curriculum Team Leader: Arts and Technology

Twilight Lecture Ex-DGGS medical
student talk
On 26th April students in Years 10 to 13 were fortunate enough to have received an insightful and
informative talk from two ex-DGGS students who are currently medical students. We were able to hear
of Natasha and Rachel’s experiences regarding A Levels, the application process for medical school and
university life. Throughout the talk, I learnt about the array of processes that a student has to go
through in order to attend medical school, advice on dealing with interviews and we also shared
reasons as to why we wanted to pursue careers in the medical field. For example, one reason that stood
out to me was that they had spent a lot of their lifetime in hospitals and as a result had become
accustomed to the way of life in a hospital, learning how to carry out impressive procedures like
phlebotomies which is the process of taking blood samples from a patient in order to be examined in a
laboratory.
I picked up some useful advice about using buzz words found in science mark schemes, which will
undoubtedly help when I sit my GCSEs, and that when choosing A Levels it is always essential to do a
combination of what you enjoy, what you're good at and what will be beneficial for medical school. We
were also given tips on what to write in our personal statements to portray ourselves as exceptional
medical applicants, such as when writing about work experiences it is important to talk about what the
experience taught you and the knowledge you gained from it instead of listing all the different things
you did. Natasha and Rachel discussed the two exams that are often taken to gain entry into medical
schools, the UCAT and BMAT- with the BMAT being required by some universities. Most importantly
they also discussed the things to consider when choosing a university so that you feel comfortable
learning and their raw experiences of university. These included their finances, social life, exams and
also the average timetable and workload.
I learnt so many lessons from this talk and I walked away with useful resources and more knowledge
than I had come in with.
Judith, 10I
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Poetry by Heart 2022 update

Congratulations to everyone who took part this year. I am now pleased to
announce that our students have been presented with their
certificates of achievement from the Poetry by Heart judges, along with
personalised letters providing individual feedback on their
performances. We are thrilled to congratulate Sue 9I and Marija 11K on
being awarded Highly Commended in the Classic Key Stage 3 and 4
competitions respectively and also Visale 7L and Aarya 7I who were
Commended in the Key Stage 3 competition. Sue also received a
certificate for performing two of her own poems A Sense of Beginning
and The New Normal in the Showcase category. We are also proud to
congratulate Fahima 9L who was awarded Highly Commended and
Jomiloju 8I who was Commended in the Freestyle Key Stage 3
category. Although this does not mean that we have any successful
finalists this year going to The Globe, these awards are an achievement
they should be very proud of and something that should definitely encourage them to enter Poetry by Heart 2023 with renewed confidence
and enthusiasm.
Mrs Mackenzie: EAL Co-Ordinator/Teaching Assistant: English

Year 8 Options Evening
The Year 8 Options Evening that took place Thursday 5th May was very
successful and enjoyed by many students. The evening began with an
assembly from Mrs Pritchard and Miss Cooper when they told us a bit
about the option blocks (which are in our information booklet) and
explained about how they would work. We then went to look around the
options fair where we had an opportunity to learn more about specific
subjects as well as speaking to both teachers and Year 10 students about
their subjects. I found all of this information very helpful for me when
making my choices during the following week.
Rhiannon 8C
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Poet Laureate
Hello, I'm Eesha 7K and I am the Poet Laureate for Year 7.
When Miss Stankard first informed us in an assembly about the role, I was immensely excited as writing
poems was one of my main hobbies, another of which is writing songs and singing them, which I find
creative and relaxing. To apply for the role, we had to write a poem based on the theme 'the importance
of celebrating ourselves and others around us'. At first I wasn't really sure about what to write, but
taking inspiration from my past achievements and my classmates' I was able to come up with the
perfect poem. Once I had submitted it, I found out that I was the new Year 7 Poet Laureate. It was a cool
experience.
Nevertheless, since End of year assessments are coming up and there's a lot of stress and hard work
going on, Miss Stankard thought it would be a good idea for me to write a poem, which credited the
effort we are all putting in into lessons and revision and also to put in some encouragement to keep on
going and continue to put in the good effort and attention into the revision lessons set by the teachers.
So I hope you all enjoy reading it as much as I have enjoyed writing it.
Your exam day is almost here,
The countdown has begun,
I know you might be nervous,
But hey, relax, what’s done is done,
You’ve studied hard for many years,
Be proud of where you are,
Take a moment to appreciate,
The fact you’ve come this far,
The EOYs will come and go,
And life will carry on,
Morning will follow evening,
And sunset will follow dawn,
So prepare the best you can,
Trust in God and think,
That whatever you believe,
You can achieve,
A wise man once said,
A test can measure where you are,
Not what lies ahead,
If you pass, great,
If you fail then remember,
A failure does not define you,
Bill Gates didn’t start out all rich and with straight success,
Just trust in God and recognise,
That whatever the results are,
You’re still precious in His eyes,
By Eesha 7K
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Philanthropic Update
The finishing touches have been put to the House Fable Competition entries,
ready for publication as a children’s book. The final entries are:











The Owl and the Pigeon - Freya 7L
The Ant and the Pigeon - Ahana, Zaina, Ragavi, Maxine and Martina 7L
Don’t Judge a Shark by its Teeth - Aisosa, Amiya, Annalise, Arwen, Asia,
Desireé, Mariana, Precious, Priscilla and Tehilla 8C
Chickens Can’t Fly! - Jeneba and Maya 8K
The Dove and the “Dog” - Lidia 8I
The Cat and the Dog - Joey, Remi, Angel and Lota 8I
Baby Bear’s Big Scare - Sue 9I
The Koala who Could - Elleke 10K
The Ant and the Donkey -Lily and Holly 10H
The Toucan who Learned to Thrive - Laxmi and Megan 11K

With all the entries proofread, formatted and finalised, they are ready to be
printed as an actual children’s book ready to be gifted to children’s wards in
nearby hospitals. A Google Form will be made available next term if parents,
carers and students would like a copy. More information on this, including
images of the finished text, will be made available next term.
The examples below offer just a brief insight into the exceptional talent and
creativity that students have displayed. I am immensely excited for you all to
see the finished book next term.
The Koala who Could
Written and illustrated by Elleke 10K
Once upon a time, in the lively jungle amongst the towering trees, lived a koala. That koala’s name
was Kiki. Kiki had a thick, grey fur coat and big floppy ears. Kiki enjoyed playing with her
friends, but she especially liked eating the eucalyptus from the fallen branches of trees. However,
all the other koalas laughed at her as she could not reach the highest branches. This made Kiki
very sad, but she was determined to reach high above.
Kiki awoke the next morning ready to climb. Eagerly, she skipped to the trees where she attempted
to climb her way up. After hours of trying, Kiki had not made it anywhere. More determined than
ever, every morning Kiki would wake up as early as she could. As quiet as a mouse, she would
creep towards the trees so as not to wake the sleeping animals and she would practise climbing.
Days turned into weeks until she finally reached the first level of branches. Overjoyed, she went to
deliver her news to the other koalas. Kiki woke them from their slumber and exclaimed, “I did it! I
did it! I climbed the tree!” Doubting that Kiki could climb the tree, the koalas followed her to the
edge of the jungle. The news of Kiki’s achievement had spread far and wide, and an audience had
gathered full of creatures great and small.
Finally, it was Kiki’s big moment. She gazed at the audience before her and felt the adrenaline
rush through her. Kiki looked longingly at the first branch and with all her might she began to pull
herself up the tree. After several minutes, Kiki had reached the first set of branches. All the
animals began to cheer. Kiki had done it! She smiled down at the other animals, overwhelmed with
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happiness. The koalas gathered at the bottom of the tree to congratulate her and
apologised for ever doubting her. This just proves that, like Kiki, you should never give up as you
have the ability to fight against the odds and prove everyone wrong.

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

33

The Owl and the Pigeon
Written and Illustrated by Freya 7L
Owl stared out of the window at the older birds. He watched them dive, swoop and glide through the air like kites. Soon,
that will be me, he thought confidently. Then, he looked to his right to see Pigeon scribbling down everything he said. Owl
laughed cruelly – “You’ll never be able to pass, even if you try.” It wasn’t a secret that Owl was academically gifted, and
Pigeon was not – a fact that only Owl seemed to think was important to repeatedly mention.
Owl kept on boasting about how he was going to pass the exam and Pigeon wasn’t. Pigeon sighed. Although Pigeon knew
he wasn’t the brightest, he really wanted to pass the test. This exam was to obtain a flying license – without it, you were
condemned to a humiliating, flightless life where your only method of travel was walking around.
When Pigeon arrived at his nest, he did not help his mother forage like he usually would. Instead, he sat himself at his desk,
heaved a gigantic textbook on Avian Biology and began to study in earnest.
Day after day, he repeated this process. His neck ached from stooping over books as he spent hours at a time studying.
Soon, he had huge purple bags under his eyes and ruffled feathers from exhaustion. But still, he did not give up.
Meanwhile, Owl was going home every day and boasting about how he would easily pass the exam, before settling down to
play his Xbox. He didn’t study at all as he was, according to himself, “already smart and going to pass anyway.”
On the day of the exam, Pigeon was shaking like a washing machine whereas Owl was cool as a cucumber. The test began.
Pigeon looked down at the first question and began to write, his nerves washed away as he sped through the questions like a
racing car. He soon found himself at the end of the paper, with plenty of time to spare. Pigeon glanced up to see that Owl’s
normally smug face was now looking very worried.
Owl swivelled his head around to look at his classmates. Surely, he couldn’t have been the only one having difficulty. He
thought that they must have been handed the wrong paper, but his classmates were all speeding through the test and closing
its final page. Owl looked down at his own paper and tried to attempt to write something… anything. Then the whistle blew,
signalling the end of the test.
A day later, the results were revealed. Pigeon’s face glowed brighter than the sun – a brilliant 100% shone back at him. At
the opposite end of the room, Owl hung a crumpled wing over his head as the disappointing 0% glared back at him.
To celebrate, Pigeon and his other newly-licensed classmates took to the sky, doing loop-the-loops, twirls in the cool breeze,
diving weightlessly with joy. Owl, on the other hand, trudged back home to a stack of untouched textbooks, a small tear
welling in the corner of his eye.
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Despite there being immense interest amongst students in Year 12 to apply
for the various House Captain roles, the level of engagement with the
interview process for the two Philanthropic Representatives (2022-23) was
astounding.
The interview was a three-stage process, in which all candidates were to
explain what it would mean to be a Philanthropic Representative, before
then working in teams to design a charitable event that would encourage
maximum participation from the students at DGGS. Lastly, individuals were
to feedback to the rest of the group, field questions from myself and Mrs
Turpin, before defending their ideas and stating how they would redo the
task if given a second chance to pitch their ideas. Every single person who
interviewed for the role would have made a fantastic Philanthropic
Representative, but two individuals stood out for myself, Mrs Turpin and SLT
for their ability to manage multiple ideas, to field questions and provide
answers, and their absolute passion for creating the best ideas possible.
Rebecca 12F and Temi 12G have been appointed as DGGS’ Philanthropic
Representatives for 2022-23. Just last week they hosted their first
after-school charity event, raising £58.30 for Mind whilst serving
refreshments before the DGGS Spring Concert and during its intermission.
Together, they have lots of brilliant ideas planned for the upcoming twelve
months, including an event for Pride Month. This will include students from
Year 7: Vedanti, Fiyinfoluwa Aayana,Ivie, Year 9: Kay, Divya) and six
students in Year 10 all working in unison to help raise as much money for
charity as possible. I am really looking forward to seeing a charity event
involving so many students in different year groups all working in unison.
Lastly, I am delighted to confirm that Vére, Hamdhan, Max, Mevleen, Deji
and Faizaa in Year 12 successfully raised a fantastic £108.22 for Child Aid
through their bake sale on Monday 9th May.
Overall, it has been yet another fantastic term of philanthropic events.
Thank you to all the parents/carers, students and members of staff who
have supported the students’ endeavours this term and since September
2021. It is very much appreciated by us all.
Mr Stratford
Leader: House System and Philanthropic Activities

ISSUE NUMBER
74
MAY

2022

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

Inter-Regional Finals

I am delighted to let you know that Calina 7C represented South East Englands U13 girls in the
Inter- Regional competition held by Table Tennis England over the weekend at Wolverhampton.
Below is a link from table Tennis England website that will take you through the matches and
results of Calina: https://www.tabletennisengland.co.uk/london-go-to-town-with-four-more-titles/
Mrs Bluett: Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Physical Education

Sports Round up
Date

Sport

Opposition

22.03.22

Kent Netball Tournament

Kent Schools

30.03.22

Swimming

Townley Grammar

04.05.22

Kent Secondary school
doubles championships

Bromley Tennis Centre

04.05.22

Lee Valley outdoor
Athletics

10.05.22
16.05.22

Year
Group
7

Results
Won to
Rainham Mark
Grammar School
Lost to Kent
College
Pembury
Lost to Benenden School
Lost to Hayes School
Lost to
Tunbridge Wells Grammar School
Lost to
Sevenoaks School
Lost to
Bromley High School

7&8

Lost

7,8,9,10

Cancelled

Lee Valley Athletics Centre

10

Cancelled

Tennis Match

Bromley High

9

Won 6-0

Tennis Match

Bromley High

7,8,9,10

Year 7-8 Lost 0-6
Year 9-10 Won 5-1
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Upcoming Fixtures – Terms 5 & 6
Date

Sport

Opposition

Year Group

25.05.22

Tennis

Bexley Grammar

9 & 10

14.06.22

Tennis

7&8

15.06.22

Cricket

Walthamstow Hall
School
Blackheath High

06.07.22

Sports Day

Whole School

Various
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