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Dear Parents/Carers,
I am delighted to write the introduction to
our first newsletter of 2021-2022. We have
been very pleased with the excellent start to
the new academic year, with students in all
year groups rising to the challenge of meeting
our very high expectations. It has been lovely
to see the school community being able to
reconnect and re-establish strong
relationships, after the last very challenging
and uncertain 18 months. New students in
Years 7 and 12 have also settled in very well
and are already very much part of our school
community.
After the very impressive GCSE and A
Level results achieved by Year 11 and Year 13
last year in such difficult circumstances, our
current Year 11 and Year 13 students have
already demonstrated great
determination and a very strong
work ethic to do their very best
this year. Teachers have been
working very hard with students
in all year groups, to monitor
their progress and check their
knowledge and understanding to ensure they
are individually able to achieve their personal
potential. In November the first report of the
year will be sent home for students in Years 7
-13.
The last week of Term 1 has been
extremely busy for our school community. On
Tuesday and Wednesday we were delighted
to be able to hold our Open Evening and
Open Morning for prospective Year 7
students in person, after it was necessary to
have a virtual Open Evening and Morning last
year. For September 2021 there was an
exceptional demand for places; we received
1558 applications for the 180 places
available, and were again the most
oversubscribed girls’ grammar school in Kent.
On both the Open Evening and Open
Morning, students were a real credit to our
school; it was a pleasure to hear so many
positive comments from visitors about their
very warm welcome, their enthusiasm, their
strong communication skills and their
confidence. As always I am very proud to be
the Headteacher of such special chool.
Also this week as parents/carers and
students will be aware, the school was

inspected by Ofsted. The inspection team
asked us to thank all the students they saw in
lessons, met with, talked to or just observed
around the school. The outcome from the
inspection remains confidential until the
report is published, which will be later next
term.
In addition this week, we had our first
Curriculum Enhancement Day of the year. At
Dartford Grammar School for Girls, we
consider Enrichment to be an integral part of
our school ethos. The usual timetable was
suspended for the day and substituted with a
rich and varied programme designed to
enrich the experiences of our students. This
included a Philosophy Day for Year 8, Brain
Training for Year 7, First Aid for Year 11 and a
London Treasure Hunt for Year 12.
We are so pleased that we are
now able to resume trips and
extra-curricular activities following
the restrictions last year; they are
all such an important part of the
educational experience at
Dartford Grammar School for
Girls. I hope that you enjoy reading this
edition of the newsletter, which contains
reports of visits and events that have already
taken place this year.
We will continue to email home the
weekly Parent and Student Updates each
Friday, however the newsletter at the end of
each term provides more detailed
information about students’ achievements,
trips, visits, enrichment opportunities and
other news. Our website is also frequently
updated, including the news section; please
check it regularly for the latest information as
well as copies of letters, forms and other
documentation.
As with all aspects of school life, we are
always keen to hear parents’/carers’
feedback; if you have any comments or
suggestions, please email
school@dartfordgrammargirls.org.uk.
After our busy start to the academic year,
I hope that all our families have an enjoyable
and restful break. We look forward to
welcoming back all students at the usual time
on Wednesday 3rd November.
Sharon Pritchard
Headteacher
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On behalf of Governors, I would
like to congratulate students and staff
on the excellent results achieved last
year for GCSE and A Level
examinations albeit in unique and
very challenging circumstances. Our
students achieved many notable
successes and the results in these
public examinations are testament to
the hard work and dedication of the
students and staff, coupled with the
much-valued support from parents/
carers. We wish all students
continued success in the future.
The start of this academic year has
been a very welcome return to some
normality in school for all students
and staff with the removal of year
group bubbles and students now able
to return to normal life in school. Mrs
Pritchard, the Senior Leadership Team
and staff have all worked extremely
hard to maintain a safe and secure
environment for everyone while
recognising that the virus is still very
active locally and nationally.
Governors have not returned to
school for meetings in Term 1 and
have continued to hold meetings via
Zoom and I continue my regular
meetings with Mrs Pritchard by
telephone. We are very hopeful that
we can resume our meetings and
visits to school from Term 2 but will
be mindful of any guidance from the
DfE.
Many of the traditional events that
would have taken place this term
have sadly had to be cancelled,
including Prize Giving, however Open
Evening and Open Morning events for
prospective Year 7 students for
September 2022 have taken place
albeit with an amended ticketed

programme this year to restrict
numbers physically in school at any
one time to ensure the safety of staff,
our students and those families
visiting the school. Governors are
delighted to learn that extra-curricular
clubs have restarted this term with
high levels of participation and that
trips and visits have also taken place
with many more planned in the
future.
As you will be aware Ofsted chose
to visit on 19th/20th October which
coincided with the Open Evening and
Open Morning events which was
extremely challenging for all involved
particularly in the last week of this
term.
DGGS is a very special place, and
we firmly believe that the
opportunities and quality of education
afforded to all students are second to
none. We are very proud of how staff,
students and parents are coping with
the continuing challenges and thank
them for their resilience, patience,
understanding and support.
Should you wish to contact the
Governing Body on any matter please
contact me via the school e-mail
address or in writing c/o the school.
Finally, I would like to wish you all
a very restful and enjoyable break.
Please stay safe.
Janice Brooke
Chair of Governors

OCTOBER
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Chartwell House
On Monday 20th September, 7C went on
our house trip to Chartwell House. The day
was fun-packed, enjoyable and amusing. It
was a great bonding experience and a good
way to learn more about our house, as well as
a time to learn more about each other.
We had a pre-booked time to view the
inside of the house and then played some
games in the grounds. Towards the end of the
trip, we visited the gift shops, where we were
able to purchase some gifts and souvenirs.
I cannot wait to have many more years and
exciting trips with my form group.
Esther 7C

Hever Castle
On the day of the house trip we got to school
with much hope and excitement about the day
ahead. We had period 1 and 2 and when lessons
finished it was time for us to begin our journey.
We chose our partners and sat waiting for the
coach to move.
Whilst on the coach we got a chance to spend
some quality time with our partners and friends.
Then after a long and fun journey we finally got
to Hever Castle and had time to eat our lunch.
Whilst we were eating, some really cute ducks
came along and I think the ducks had lots of fun
meeting us too!
The outside of Hever Castle was so pretty. There were so many different and unique plants. We took
some photos and looked around. It was really amazing. When we went in, we got to learn so many
interesting facts about Anne Boleyn. We saw their rooms, the dining halls, and their drawing rooms
which were all so beautifully painted. I had never ever seen anything like this.
After we had all finished looking at the castle we went to the maze, it was really complicated but
together we completed it and reached the end. I think we did really well! Last but not least we visited
the gift shop. Everyone was looking forward to this. Some of us bought things here. There were cool
things such as candles that smelt so good and so many other things that you wouldn’t find in other gift
shops.
Then it was time to go home and when we arrived at the school gates our parents were there waiting
for us so we could tell them all about our day.
Dhvani 7H
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Ightham Mote
On Tuesday 21st September,
our form went on a trip to our
House (Ightham Mote), a manor
house which is around 30
minute’s drive away from
school. Going there gave us the
perfect opportunity to get to
know each other better.
Once we arrived, we took a
walk around the manor house. We saw many things from an ancient dog
kennel to paintings that amplified the history of the house. We were in awe of
the different styles of furniture and how it was so unique compared to the
furniture most of us would have nowadays. I think we learned a lot from this
trip as we added to our knowledge on the origins of the house.
We then went into the gardens and took some photos whilst playing games
and running around energetically, or whilst sitting and sharing stories with our
friends. We also had the opportunity to go to the gift shop and buy interesting
items; the most popular one being the friendship bracelets that will be
reminders of our time together with our friends as a form.
We had a successful trip, and I particularly enjoyed getting to know my
form better. We had fun exploring the house as a team. I feel like the house is
a good symbol for us as it is brave and strong and has stood throughout
history. It also represents the uniqueness of the houses within the DGGS
House System, which is like the uniqueness of each student.
Fajr 7I
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Knole House
We started of our trip with some
lunch as we were all very hungry.
After we had finished our meals Miss
Oldham allowed us to take a look
around the area we were in. We saw
big tree trunks that had been made
into chairs of some sort and some
wooden animals. One of the wooden
animals was a bear however I am not
certain this is what it was. The other
animal was a hedgehog and lastly a
deer. Speaking of deer, we spotted a
group of them nearby and decided to take a look. They were very beautiful and so elegant. One of the
deer was much darker than the others which is why she was my favourite.
Soon after, a member of staff arrived to accompany us to a room where two lovely women
explained what it was like getting dressed in tudor times. It is much easier to get dressed now than it
was back then. For women they would need to wear a kirtle, about twelve layers of farthingale,
corset, bodice of gown, a gown and lastly a headdress. The people living as servants would not be able
to get help getting dressed so they would have string on the outside of the gown so that they could tie
it themselves. The clothing was so excessive that help was usually needed whereas nowadays people
do not need help no matter their wealth.
After we learnt about all the clothing we were allowed to try on some Tudor outfits. Eventually
everyone was dressed up...even Miss Oldham. We made our way into the courtyard to take some
photos which I am sure you have seen already.
Once we were back in our uniform it was time to explore. A man escorted us inside and took us to
the dining hall. There were paintings of various people all over the walls. Thomas Sackville, the owner
of Knole in that time period, was among the magnificent paintings. Did you know that Knole consists
of 365 rooms therefore it was named 'the calendar house’?
While exploring Knole house we came across the grand staircase, Lady Betty's china, the Spangle
bedroom and many more!
Before long, it was time to go home and we all said goodbye to the deer for the last time and made
our way out.
Imani 7K
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Leeds Castle
First, we boarded the coach and the
journey was quite long, but we got to
bond along the way and learn more about
each other. When we finally arrived, we
waited by the gift shop to receive our
maps, information packs and wristbands.
We then started our walk towards the
castle in pairs. Along the way, we got to
see some of the modern statues that had
been recently built. Going through the
cellar, we got to see all the rooms in the
castle and there was even a fun quiz to
complete. We thoroughly enjoyed
walking around and seeing some of
Britain's most important history and
learning about all the different
inhabitants. After completing a tour of the
castle, we stood outside to take pictures
then made our way to a place where we
could eat our lunch. However, the ducks kept coming over to have some and
Miss Statton and Miss Bakewell had to keep chasing them away, even though
they wouldn't give up! When we finished eating, we took class pictures on the
bench outside and ended the day there.
Fiyin 7L

Penshurst Place
On our coach journey, we saw many
stretches of land and even some farm
animals! It took around half an hour to get
to Penshurst Place and it was worth the
wait! Penshurst Place was beautiful! We
took many pictures inside and outside of
the building.
When we first arrived, we went to a
museum and saw many ancient dolls and
toys. We then had an entire tour of the
building, including the dining room, a
bedroom and a playroom. Our class
explored a maze and we were able to look
around.
We had an opportunity to buy souvenirs at
the gift shop and saw an amazing pond with
many little fishes. It was a thoroughly
enjoyable trip!
ISSUE NUMBER
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The school has organised a range of activities to celebrate European Day of Languages. These involved students
taking part in form assemblies, quizzes, sharing interesting facts about their home language with their peers and
saying tongue-twisters in lessons.
On Monday 27th September, approximately 30 Year 7 students took part in a bake-off challenge. Their challenge
was to produce a cake to represent a country of their choice. The effort that went into making these cakes was
tremendous and the standard was once again exceptionally high. It was very difficult to choose winners, but we
had to! First place went to Rufaide 7L with her representation of England, second place to Kanika 7P with her
representation of India, and third place to Leena 7K with her representation of Vietnam. Take a look for yourselves
at their incredible creations! The cakes were sold to students at lunch time on Tuesday 28th September and all
proceeds went to the National Deaf Children's Society.

The Languages club met on Wednesday 22nd September and were challenged to compete to design a t-shirt
about Languages. We look forward to receiving their entries in December and to sharing these designs with you!
Miss Rensch
Curriculum Team Leader: Modern Foreign Languages

Languages Club
Languages Club for Years 7 and 8 is back and we are so excited to be able to meet in person again after
having a virtual club all of last year. We meet on Wednesdays at 1.20pm in ML7 and we have a full
programme planned this year which includes learning Tamil, Albanian, British Sign Language, Maori,
Mandinka, Hungarian, Yoruba and Italian amongst other languages. We celebrated European Day of
languages at the start of this term by entering the European Day of Languages Design a T shirt competition
and have been creating Tamil Mandalas as part of the session learning about Tamil that was presented by
Year 8 students. The sessions are mostly student-led but we have guest speakers who kindly present too,
from the Sixth form and teaching staff. I look forward to seeing the different language presentations this
term, making and creating artwork and learning more about amazing festivals and celebrations.
Mrs Spatz
Teacher: French, Spanish

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Year 12 Trip to Sussex University
On Tuesday 21st September, we as a year group had the privilege to visit
Sussex University. It was not only an opportunity to learn more about life at
university, but also a chance to socialise and familiarise ourselves more with
each other.
Once we got there, we were taken into a lecture room in which we were
given presentations on preparing for university, picking a suitable university
based on our interests and life at university. This gave us all a useful insight
into what to expect and how to be prepared for the academic journey.
The second presentation we were given was on how to effectively revise
and the different methods we could use to enhance our revision skills.
Shortly after, we were split into groups and given a tour of the Uni by a
current student there. As Sussex University
is an on campus University, we were taken
round to see different aspects of it such as
the student accommodation, the library,
their onsite Co-op and GP. This helped us
understand how their university functioned
and the sense of community within it.
Once the tour was over, we were taken
to Falmer station which was less than a five
minute walk from the campus and we got
on a direct train to Brighton - about a 10
minute journey. We got lunch and then
spent the rest of our afternoon at Brighton
pier. We went along the seafront and whilst
some of us went on the pier rides, others
spent their time in the arcade.
Overall, the trip was both fun packed
and informative. It was a mini push which
got us thinking about our futures whilst
guiding our views on university in the right
direction.
Maureen
12E
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InvestIN Young
Psychologist course
June 2021
Year 13 student and Psychology Prefect Maddie
13B, was given a fantastic opportunity to attend a
“Young Psychologist” weekend at the end of the
last academic year. Below, she shares some of her
experiences in the hopes that it might inspire
others with an interest in Psychology to attend the
course in the future and consider a career in the
field.
On Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th June 2021, I
was lucky enough to take part in the InvestIN
Young Psychologist weekend course in London - an
opportunity that gave me a whole new perspective
on the world of psychology and further inspired me
to want a career in the field.
The two-day weekend began with a focus on
clinical psychology, an area of great interest to me,
with Dr Vicky McKechnie being the industry expert
who taught us all about the role of a clinical
psychologist. After discussing the skills and
techniques required when meeting with patients
we began patient role plays, where we had to take
on the role of a clinical psychologist and carry out
an ‘Initial assessment’. This then allowed us to
draw up a ‘formulation’, which is used to connect
their thoughts, physical symptoms, behaviours and
feelings to understand the patient better. We
finished the session by filling out a thought record
sheet to challenge the negative thoughts of the
patient in the scenario given. These exercises
developed communication and active listening
skills, both of which are essential as a clinical
psychologist.
The latter half of the day focused on sports
psychology, with Misia Gervis, a sports
psychologist, presenting us with a critical dilemma
scenario. This was one similar to those she has
experienced throughout her career, which involved
observation, understanding, information gathering
and feedback in order to effectively make a
decision. We then finished the Saturday with a
Q&A session that gave us the chance to ask any
questions to the experts, especially relating to

9

routes into psychology and how to stand out
against everyone else as it can be competitive.
The final day began by looking at educational
psychology, with the help of Dr Pamela Hamilton.
We looked at a scenario similar to the ones Dr
Pamela would face daily in her job. A group
discussion was carried out where we examined and
reflected on how we would approach the specific
situation we had been given regarding a scenario
of a child struggling in a school environment. This
taught us critical thinking skills and gave us an
opportunity to be analytical in our approach to the
further steps needed regarding the learning and
needs of the child in the scenario.
We then moved onto the final branch of
psychology for the weekend - forensic psychology.
Expert forensic psychologist Amit walked us
through the role of a forensic psychologist and
showed us how to complete a case formulation for
a case study of a man in prison. We then watched a
live hostage negotiation role play, where Amit had
to defuse the situation calmly, with the
opportunity for us to assist him. This allowed us to
develop our negotiation and problem-solving skills
as well as quick thinking in a mock high pressure
environment. Finally, the weekend was concluded
with a careers coaching talk and opportunity to ask
any further questions.
I would recommend the programme to anyone
thinking about studying psychology further as I was
exposed to such a unique environment with
materials and knowledge not normally available to
me. The specific advice on the routes into each of
the four branches of psychology looked at on the
programme was so valuable, and it helped me to
develop skills useful for the rest of my journey
throughout school, university and beyond to
become a successful psychologist.
Maddie 13B
Maddie hopes that reading this will inspire those
with a passion or interest in any of the above
career choices to attend courses like this in the
future and look for additional opportunities to
explore their interests.
Mrs Akingbuwa
Curriculum Area Leader: Psychology

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Spirited Arts Competition
In July we gave our Year 8 students the challenge and opportunity of
creating pieces of art for the national Spirited Arts Competition. They were
given different themes to explore from a variety of religious and non-religious
perspectives. This raised questions such as: Where is God? Are we spoiling
God’s good earth? Why is it important to remember we have more in
common than that which divides us?
Ms Curtis, Miss Williams and I were bowled over by the depth and
reflection shown in the work created by our students. They demonstrated
the ability to think outside the box, to analyse personal assumptions and to
express their beliefs. With freedom to develop their ideas in a variety of
directions, there were pieces about current events, morality and spirituality.
Work was judged on originality, craftsmanship and (most importantly)
excellent RS. The top 10 pieces have won the chance to be submitted to the
national competition. We have also awarded the Top Three within DGGS and
they will be receiving certificates for their excellent work. It is my pleasure to
announce these winners:
Amelia 9P - Gold
Karshana 9P - Silver
Ara 9K - Bronze
Anastasia 9K
Emily 9H
Greatness 9C
Harmani 9K
Khalda 9K
Lolade 9H
Sereena 9C
Miss Watson
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Religious Studies and Ethics

I chose the theme of God’s Good Earth and based my piece around the
Gaia hypothesis by James Lovelock, which is the belief that the earth is a
loving being. In my piece this is shown through the earth which is alive. I
decided to show the idea of humans destroying the earth and I did this
through creating black tears representing crude oil, from which plastic and
other pollutants are made. The same substance is flowing out of earth’s
mouth, representing the overflow of it. I also added a string of dirty plastic
around the earth. This “chokes” it representing what it does to animals and
other beings. The body is also a dark brown, representing further crude oil
and pollution.
The background is a galaxy filled with stars, similar to what it naturally is
like. At the bottom of the piece there is a signature “humans”. This shows
how humans are responsible for it, and how they should take responsibility
for it. It also shows how we are leaving the earth in a horrid state.
ISSUE NUMBER
70
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Poetry by Heart 2021: The Final
On Monday 19th July over 300 students, parents, teachers and guests were celebrating the success of the
national poetry recitation competition with a whole day event at the Globe theatre, Southwark.
Olakunbi 10I was our school poetry champion and she recited the poem that took her through to the final stage
of the Celebration category of the competition. Watched by her proud mum and brother, Olakunbi was one of the
many students invited to spend Sunday night at the LSE halls of residence, courtesy of the Poetry by Heart team,
and to watch a private performance of As You Like it at the Globe the evening before they
performed on the iconic stage themselves the following day.
Treated to a lovely lunch in the sunshine and refreshing cold drinks, everyone in the
audience enjoyed listening to poems from children in Key Stages 2-5 plus guest
appearances from Michael Rosen and poet laureate Simon Armitage. It really was a once
in a lifetime experience for all students, sharing the stage with each other and with
celebrity poets. You can watch the movie to get an idea of what it meant to them here:
https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/category/competition-updates/
Mrs Mackenzie
Teaching Assistant: English
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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House System Update
Back in September, every form group in DGGS
was encouraged to participate in our first House
Competition of the 2021-22 academic year.
House Harvest Box.
Inspired by the annual harvest festival which
celebrates the gifting of food to those in need,
students were challenged to create a Harvest Box
in which non-perishable food items could be
stored before being donated to Age UK and local
Dartford foodbanks.
I am always astounded by the creativity and generosity of students that I work with
at DGGS, but to see kindness of this scale was truly phenomenal. The range of designs,
from tractors that physically moved to a functioning claw machine inspired by the
arcade, were stunning.
Working with the philanthropic representatives of each form as we placed the
Harvest Boxes on stage was a real delight, demonstrating how DGGS students always go
above and beyond to help others.

Congratulations to everyone for the passion and
teamwork that went into every entry.
Selecting a winner was extremely difficult due to the
radically different responses to the task. However, I can
confirm the winners were 7L, 8H, 9K, 10H, 11H, 12G,
13G.
Although this was a competition, ultimately everybody who donated their items is to
be applauded. I was still receiving tins of food and other materials well after the Harvest
Assembly, all of which have been gratefully received by charities in the local community.
Thank you to everyone who helped make the competition a success. Together we
have helped individuals and families who are in real need of support during an
immensely difficult period. You should be extremely proud of yourselves and what you
were able to accomplish.
With each winning form earning their House 100 Housepoints, the termly totals of
Housepoints currently stands at:
Chartwell
837
Hever

1148

Igtham

635

Knole

1041

Leeds

783

Penshurst

431

I am very much looking forward to seeing how students adapt their creativity and
teamwork to the next term’s House Competition.
ISSUE NUMBER
70
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Mr Stratford
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Over the course of the first term of the academic year, the whole school community at Dartford
Grammar School for Girls has helped raise an exceptional amount of money for numerous causes.
Our first major charity event was led by Year 7 students and the Sixth Form Head Student Team in aid
of the National Deaf Children’s Society. Having baked cakes to commemorate European Day of
Languages, students in Year 7 baked and decorated cakes for the Modern Foreign Languages Curriculum
areas to celebrate the many languages spoken by students in the school community. Cupcakes and slices
of cake were then sold to students across the entire school for 30p and 50p respectively, resulting in
over £130 being raised. It was heart-warming to see the school community come together for such a
worthy cause.
Congratulations to the student bakers, the Sixth Form sales team, and to everyone who donated. A
few of the fantastic cakes our Year 7 students baked are shown below:

In addition to this event, the Sixth Form Student Leadership Team – spearheaded by our Year 13
Philanthropic Representatives, Temi and Zoe – introduced a brand-new initiative in which students
across the school are encouraged to participate in a termly donation target. The target for Term 1 of the
academic year was to collect hygiene and sanitary items to support those in need.
The collection was a true success, thanks entirely to the generosity displayed by all year groups. We
received a staggering number of donations that will be able to improve the welfare of many people in
the local community.
Once again, I sincerely thank everyone who was able to donate an item to this cause; your kindness
and generosity is always appreciated.

Mr Stratford
Leader: House System and Philanthropic Activities

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Head Student Team Update
First of all, we would like to give a warm welcome to all of the new Year 7
and 12 students, and to all the other year groups. We hope you enjoyed your
summer holidays and are excited to be back! We are extremely excited to be
working closely with you this year, and making the house system an integral
part of our school community.
This term, we have helped new members of our community settle into the
school, it has been an absolute pleasure to meet and connect with all of you!
House Captains have delivered some fantastic assemblies which outline some
exciting house competitions that will be occurring throughout the year. The
first of which was for Harvest Festival. Each form were challenged with
designing an appropriate and fun box to hold non-perishable goods they
brought in to be donated to the local food bank and care homes. It was
amazing to see the creativity and teamwork present in the making of these
boxes. A House winner will be shortly announced!
We are also celebrating Black History month, the theme in the United
Kingdom being: “Proud to be.” The Head students worked with the MCET
group to write and deliver two whole school assemblies and worked alongside
individuals across all year groups to spread awareness and help us reflect on
what needs to be done to further improve the society we live in. A range of
different activities have been completed during form time and incorporated
into some lessons, such as learning about the lives of influential black figures in
history, thus further educating students and teachers about the challenges
faced by the black community. It has been fantastic to be a part of the team
working on raising more awareness about this pivotal topic.
As well as supporting these events, lots of planning has been happening
behind the scenes, so that in Term 2 we can really start making a difference to
your school community. We had our first meeting with the entire student
leadership team, to discuss changes to the house systems and house
competitions (alongside Mr Stratford and Mrs Kidd) as we aim to bring the
house spirit back to DGGS after this difficult period of time.
We can’t wait to continue working with you throughout this school year,
and make sure to have a restful break!

ISSUE NUMBER
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Twilight Lecture - Medical Student
th

On Wednesday 29 September I attended a twilight lecture from an ex-DGGS student about her
experiences in medicine. Throughout the talk I learnt of the different ways to apply to med school,
tips about how to deal with interviews, and personal experiences that inspired me to continue to
pursue this career. I realised again that the way to enter medicine is not always direct- in fact the
speaker even talked of someone applying five times before being accepted into medicine. This tale
was met with bemusement and laughter... but it also reminded us of how many people truly love and
strive to work in this field that this individual was rejected four times, and went away to further
herelf and her career.
Attending this talk was really beneficial to me. I was made aware of the steps that people have to
take to become a doctor- jumping over the hurdles of predicted grades, UCAS applications,
interviews and offers. But it was also just encouraging to see someone who had made it out on the
‘other side’, someone who had gone through all these trials and who was telling us that our
aspirations were possible as long as we had the tenacity to keep going.
Another lesson that I learned from the talk was that having this determination to work in the
medical field no matter what allows you to not be disheartened by rejection. I learnt that even
though further down the road medical school may no longer be someone’s goal, studying for a
degree that helps to establish their dream career- like neuroscience, nursing, radiography- is just as
rewarding.
Maya 11H

Twilight Lecture - Haematology
th

On Monday 4 October 2021, I attended the Twilight Lecture about haematology, presented by
Mr Vaid (a retired haematologist). Having had several years of experience, Mr Vaid shared his
expertise with us, including some of the science behind his role (through working in the blood
transfusion department), and some of the highlights of his career. As an aspiring healthcare
professional, it really opened my eyes to the importance of the multi-disciplinary team in a hospital
setting, and how different specialists come together for the ultimate care of the patient. I learned
that doctors cannot do their jobs without the other specialists, such as haematologists, and that a
hospital cannot function without a blood transfusion department: any small errors or delays could
really put patients' lives at risk.
Mr Vaid also explained his speciality in terms of the science behind it: he taught us how the
different blood groups are formed, their main features and how these play a role in sorting the blood
types given to patients. It was really interesting to see an example of biology in context for the
benefit of the wider good, and also made for a good revision session since blood groups are covered
in the A-level Biology syllabus. Mr Vaid also shared some of his perhaps "funniest" stories throughout
his career, which made for a good laugh! Ultimately, I have gained a far greater insight into the role
of haematologists in hospitals, and it has given me an idea of the possible pathways available to work
in healthcare (aside from the typical medical and dental degrees). As well as being genuinely
interesting, it also served as a great lecture to be discussed in personal statements and interviews!
Asmitta 13A
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Girls into Physics Physics Course at Queen Mary’s University
During the summer holidays I was lucky enough to be selected to attend a three day
Physics course at Queen Mary’s University. On the first day we had group discussions
on shattering gender stereotypes, met a particle physicist who studied neutrinos and
spoke to some university students to get a taste of what it’s like to study for a physics
degree at Queen Mary’s.
The next day I met the co-founder of Accelerate (a company that aims to provide
black, asian and minority ethnic people get high class jobs) and she told us about
careers that a degree in Physics could lead to such as healthcare, technology and
energy.
On the last day we looked at the observatory and looked
through the telescope to see the sun and visited one of the physics
labs. I really enjoyed the summer school as I was able to meet
empowering female students, ambassadors and inspirational
female lecturers that made me feel like a career in science is
achievable for all women despite Physics being predominantly male
-dominated.
Efemena 11I
Early on in the summer holidays I had the privilege of attending
the Girl’ into Physics Summer School run by Queen Mary’s
University. The experience consisted of three days at the
university's Mile End Campus where I, along with 30 other aspiring
physicists, attended insightful lectures and undertook activities
focused around the concept of breaking down the barriers present between women
and the industry of STEM.
Before being accepted into the programme, I first completed an application where I
expressed my love of and interest in Physics in a couple of paragraphs which were
submitted to Queen Mary’s team. After some time, I received their long-anticipated
response, and I was filled with overwhelming excitement upon finding out I had
succeeded.
During the three days I spent at their modern, city-based campus, I was able to not
only listen to experts talk about groundbreaking research - such as the work being
done around the subatomic particles of Neutrinos and string theory - but I also had
the opportunity to partake in hands-on experiments in their lab and look at the stars
from their breathtaking, roof-top observatory.
The momentous week concluded with a celebration of our achievements and an
opportunity to share the work we had completed and knowledge we had gained with
our peers over the three days. Being surrounded by so many fellow, young, female
scientists was a truly gratifying experience as I was able to leave Mile End, with the
assurance that the future of research and science was in the safe hands of such
talented girls and women.
Mia 11K
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Mission Discovery Experience
During the final week of the last academic year, Vaibhavi (13C) and I attended a summer school run by NASA
and King’s College London called ISSET Mission Discovery. We participated in a challenge to design a STEM
experiment that astronauts can conduct under microgravity to help humankind. The week started with a variety of
talks and presentations by astronauts, mission controllers and scientists. Dr Michale Foale’s near-death experience
in the MIR, Russian Space Station, simultaneously mesmerised and terrified everyone in the room. Followed by
Sarah Murray and Toni Antonelli’s journeys into NASA were inspirational and thought-provoking.
The organisers split us into teams of six; we became Nebula-21. After brainstorming several ideas, we
collectively decided to base our experiment on innovative materials called ferrofluids. Even in their liquid form,
these materials have magnetic properties, allowing us to move them inside a container with reduced friction.
Specifically, we chose to investigate the effect of microgravity and varying
pressure on the ferrofluid’s efficiency. In simple terms, to determine
whether we can use this material to harvest energy or not. After pitching
our idea through a detailed presentation to the panel of judges, they
selected us as the winning team, and NASA will take up our experiment
on the Space-X to the International Space Station.
The experience was unforgettable and exposed the infinite
possibilities in STEM to help humankind through our creations.
Aleena 13C and Vaibhavi 13C

Space Art Competition
Millie 10K was awarded the runner-up prize in the Key Stage 4 category at the Institute of Physics Space Art
Competition. Millie’s miniature model of Neil Armstrong appeared on display along with 60 other pieces at the
Tunsgate Quarter Shopping Centre in Guildford on Saturday 9th October. Well done Millie!

STEM Leader Update
Towards the end of the last academic year some sixth form students attended a Women in Engineering live
talk where we learnt about the feats of women in engineering, challenges and the roles some female engineers
took on in big and small projects. A DGGS alumni, now engineer Maria Frogley also gave students a talk about the
process of getting into engineering and what she does as an engineer. These talks were very insightful.
Our first STEM competition was a problem-solving challenge, where students from across the school put their
skills to the test - completing logic and maths-based challenges. STEM Leads send their congratulations to the
winner Brianna-Rose, 10P, and runners up Soumya, 11K and Raiyah, 10C!
STEM Club recommenced this year after school on Mondays for Year 7s and 8s. We organised fun activities for
them to do and learn about different aspects of STEM and complement the science they have learnt in the
curriculum. We did activities such as: Building the tallest tower out of everyday materials, making a potato battery
and making a cloud in a jar. Next term we begin the Astro Pi Zero Coding project and look forward to seeing many
students there.
Mrs Sanders
Curriculum Area Leader: Physics
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Year 13 Geography Fieldwork
visit to Reculver
On Wednesday 13th October Year 13 A Level Geography students had the
opportunity to prepare for their A Level coursework by visiting Reculver on the
North Kent coast.
The aim of the visit was to expose students to a range of physical geography
data collection techniques that they may then go to use in their own
coursework. This was the first visit out of school for the department since
Covid and it was fantastic to see students learning in a different setting.

ISSUE NUMBER
70
OCTOBER

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

19

Anna from ‘Anna Outdoors’ ran the sessions for the day, highlighting to students the importance of the
coast and the different ways in which it is managed. Students were then encouraged to practice new
techniques such as beach profiling, sediment collection, wave energy, bi-polar analysis and field sketches
in their groups.
The sunny weather definitely made the day very enjoyable! To allow students the opportunity to experience a range of human geography data collection techniques, they will be visiting the Olympic park at
Stratford at the beginning of November. From this they will be able to set their own question for their
coursework, collect their own data, and achieve excellent marks!
Miss G Day
Curriculum Area Leader: Geography
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Year 13 Biology Trips
Kew Gardens Wakehurst
Year 13 biology students recently had the
opportunity to visit Kew Gardens Wakehurst, where
they met a resident plant scientist, conducted a
plant DNA fingerprinting experiment and took a tour
of the 500-acre gardens. The experiment entailed
DNA electrophoresis on a sample of imported timber
and comparing the results to a sustainable species; a
process that scientists at Kew can use to ensure
plants transported to this country are not being
illegally traded.
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The garden's Millennium Seed Bank stores
2.2 billion seeds as long term insurance against
any threats to populations of plants in the wild,
partnering with organisations in 54 countries.
Approximately 38,000 different species are
stored ranging from the basketball-sized Coco
de Mer to the minuscule Aerides odorata. Kew
Gardens has also cultivated a "worldwide" forest, home to trees from all across
the globe, from Australia to Chile, which is home to dozens of animals, such as
pheasants! The visit greatly represented the colossal efforts being put into plant
conservation and how it benefits us all.
Aleksandra 13D
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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As well as Kew gardens, we also had the chance to visit the Big Cat
Sanctuary in Smarden and experience a very unique, up close insight into the
ex-situ conservation they do. The total population of cats in the sanctuary is
43 branching across 14 different species. Despite the name, “Big Cat
Sanctuary”, just as in the wild there were more small cat species on the
grounds than big cats.
Our first activity at the sanctuary was
an incredibly interesting talk with one
of the conservationists about the
sanctuary and what they do. This is where we learnt that in the wild, out of
the 41 different known species of cat only 6 of them are actually classified as
big cats, those being Lion, Tiger, Cougar, Jaguar, Cheetah and Leopard. We
also learnt that they differentiate between big cats and small cats by their
ability to purr and roar, a big cat can roar but not purr and a small cat can
purr but not roar. In this talk we were shown demonstrations of the antipoaching programmes the charity has set up across Africa and other at risk areas across the globe. These
programmes include teams going out and taking down snares set up by poachers and also catching and arresting the
poachers. It was very interesting to see that the method by which the poachers are caught is through trained dogs
that attack and take them down to be arrested.
Alongside the anti-poaching programmes, a big part of the Big Cat Sanctuary’s
mission to reduce endangerment of wild cat species is their role in the European
international breeding programme. Many of the cats at the sanctuary have been
rescued from unsuitable settings for them to live; these include the pet trade,
circuses and over populated zoos. All of the animals act as ambassadors for
their species in the wild and a high percentage of them are used to help
repopulate when their species is reaching critical endangerment, such as one of
the leopards there who has successfully given birth to four children as part of
the breeding programme to contribute towards improving population sizes. The
charity that is run by Big Cat Sanctuary has also sent teams out to Africa to help
put radio collars on some of the animal populations that are interacting with the human populations in effort to
improve the animal-human relationships.
Despite learning some truly enlightening and also heartbreaking information about the risks posed to wild cats, I
have to say the highlight of the day was the tour of the sanctuary that enabled us to see the vast expanses of space
in each enclosure and the majestic cats they housed. The conservationist who led us took food around with her to
show us the cats up close as they came to feed. This was also really interesting as she explained that this is how
they conduct basic health checks on the cats. We had the chance to see some lions
roar and tigers feeding as well as some showboating jaguars, including the star of the
show, Maya the black jaguar, who had the most incredible markings. A shock to me
with the black jaguar is that their markings are all present on the skin and not in the
colour of the fur which is why despite Maya having black fur due to a mutation in her
melanin production, we were still able to identify her honeycomb-like spots
underneath. In conclusion, the two days of biology trips were incredibly eye-opening
and full of information that hopefully we can all share around to improve awareness
for biodiversity conservation.
Charlotte 13F
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St Giles Trust Talks County Lines
On Tuesday 5th October, two speakers from St Giles Trust, Michael
and Marwa, came to speak to the students in Years 9, 10, 11, 12 and
13 about county lines, and the process of how young people, like
ourselves, can be targeted and groomed to participate in the drug
world.
The assembly was an interactive one where we students answered questions posed by the speakers and also asked questions of
our own. Within the assembly, Michael and Marwa also shared their
own "lived experiences" of once being a part of the drug world and
gave us advice and tips to protect ourselves from being manipulated
into participating in drug-related activities. They went on to also
warn us about the illusions of drug life on social media, as how it is
portrayed in music videos is nowhere near close to reality, and so we
should be cautious and critical of the media that we consume. Overall, the assembly was very engaging and informative and I am grateful to Michael and Marwa for coming to speak to us.
Mayowa 12A
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Ex-DGGS student talk
th

On Wednesday 15 September, Shereen Sally, an ex-DGGS Deputy Head Student, came back to DGGS
to speak to students in Year 9 and 10. Shereen recently reached the finals in Ms Great Britain 2021.
Shereen explained that the competition was far removed from the traditional 'beauty pageants' that
people might expect, and is now all about charity and raising awareness. Sheereen said, "As a British
Asian woman, I never would have thought to apply for something with the title of Ms Great Britain.
Growing up, I struggled with my identity and not always knowing where I ‘fit.’ I was born and bred in the
UK but I looked different from my friends and our neighbours. However, when I visited my motherland
(Sri Lanka) I wasn’t able to speak the native languages Sinhala or Tamil, my accent was different and my
cousins found it hard to understand me. Whilst my family looked like me, we dressed and sounded
different.
When I read about Ms Great Britain I was instantly drawn to it not being a typical beauty pageant, it
stands for values I hold close to me; female empowerment and encouragement of diversity. From a
young age I was competitive and driven and held various leadership roles. I was Deputy Head Student at
DGGS, Women's Officer and Vice President of Education and Welfare at University. Currently I work as a
manager at a University heading up Student Services and the Student Experience. In my career I have
often been the only woman at the table and the only person from an ethnic minority background. A big
part of my role is supporting disadvantaged individuals, supporting students in hardship and creating and
implementing policies and practices in Equality, Diversity and Inclusivity. I have always enjoyed roles of
leadership and where I could make a difference."

Shereen Sally's talk was very inspirational for me. Being a girl from an ethnicity that is not first to be
recognised and is often lost in the fight for justice and discrimination, this talk opened my eyes to all the
opportunities that I have to help others despite differences. But I also realised that it isn't only others that
require my help but also that I have a responsibility to take care of and protect myself and how I am, both
mentally and physically, is just as important as anyone else that I want to help. Shereen's personal
experiences link so closely to what many of us are experiencing now, but overall her speech reminded me
to look for good because it always exists and to help both others and myself.
Ananya, 10K
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Black History
Month
The Diversity Representatives and MCET team have been exceptionally busy
this term. Alongside collecting dates and events for our school community
International Awareness Calendar, they have been working hard on the plans
for Black History Month. The theme for Black History Month this year was
‘Proud to Be’ and we have been celebrating this together as a school
community.
The Head Student and MCET team have written and delivered two
thoroughly enjoyable and informative assemblies that incorporated song,
poetry and video. The delivery of the assemblies was outstanding and the
applause from the school community exceptional. I am very proud of the Sixth
Form team involved and cannot thank them enough for their hard work and
dedication to make the assemblies a success.
Alongside the two fantastic assemblies, the Diversity Representatives have
been working hard undertaking research on influential people of their choice.
Their extensive research has been displayed in the form of an impressive
display board for all to see. The Diversity Representatives have also taken the
time to present their research to their form groups in the final week of term in
order to share the achievements of many.
Over the month of October, students also participated in a Black History
Month quiz to broaden their knowledge, the Heads of Year have delivered an
assembly on some very important values; tolerance, inclusion and respect and
curriculum areas have been looking at influential people in different subject
areas.
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Finally, Olive Dining were able to invite in their executive chef in order to provide students with a menu
specifically for Black History Month on Tuesday 19th October. The dishes offered on this day were bases
on requests from students.

Thank you and well done to all involved
for a very successful month!

Miss S Longley
Assistant Headteacher
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Shakespeare comes to DGGS
The Globe Players, a theatre-in-education company, visited DGGS on the
Enrichment Day in October. The actors worked with Year 10 students to
explore a range of Shakespeare plays, with a particular focus on ‘Romeo and
Juliet’ which is the play that these students are studying for GCSE. The actors
performed a shortened version of ‘Romeo and Juliet’, guided the students in
exploring Shakespeare’s dramatic methods and also helped them make links
and connections to a range of Shakespeare’s other plays. This really helped the
students to develop their knowledge of the wider cultural and historical
context in which Shakespeare was writing.
The feedback from the students about the day was extremely positive:
The thing I liked most about today was the way the actors gave information
about the play’s context and explanations of different scenes. This really
helped to improve my understanding of ‘Romeo and Juliet’.
Michelle 10L

I really enjoyed the way the actors interacted with us, the audience, and this
made the whole experience more fun.
Jia 10P

The Globe Players elaborated on what is going to happen next at each point
in the play which really helped me to understand it. They were also very
friendly and open to any questions.
Kamalashree 10K

I liked how they explained what was happening to help us to understand the
themes and context. I also really enjoyed their interactions with the audience.
Heba 10L

The second performance was the best part of the day because it was funny
and I feel that the actors had more of a chance to engage with the
audience. I also enjoyed learning about the other plays that Shakespeare
wrote in his life.
Maddy 10K
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I enjoyed the fact that the performances gave a different perspective of the
play. The way the actors portrayed the characters gave me a better
understanding of each character’s thoughts and feelings, and what happened
in each scene. The actors were very interactive with the audience and this
helped me to understand ‘Romeo and Juliet’ more.
Eliza-Rose 10P
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The thing I enjoyed most about today was how the actors presented each of the characters in ‘Romeo
and Juliet’. For example, I liked how one of the actors played the role of Mercutio because he
emphasised the comedic aspect of this. I also enjoyed listening to how the Globe Players actors got to
the position to where they are today. It was very inspiring.
Millie 10K

The main thing I enjoyed about the visit was the performance of ‘Romeo and Juliet’. Reading the play is
one thing, but having the play performed right in front of you is an inspiring experience. The actors also
explained some important parts and techniques in the play. I will certainly remember these and take them
into my exams.
Brianna-Rose 10P

My favourite thing about the day was seeing ‘Romeo and Juliet’ performed live. We got a first-hand
view of the tragedy that unfolds and the acting made the whole play more real. Furthermore, the play
was open to different interpretations and easy to understand and follow.
Resha 10K

Ms M Parker
Curriculum Area Leader : Key Stage 4 English
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Walk and Talk Club
Mrs Hawkins runs a Walk and Talk Club on Monday lunchtimes. The
aim of the club is to support students’ emotional and physical wellbeing,
by letting us relax and enjoy being somewhere different to the playground.
Students from different years attend the club and it is a good way to
meet different people. To be able to attend the club students need to
sign up via the link on the Wellbeing Google Classroom. Once signed up
you need to meet at the black gates at 1.20pm on Monday ready to
leave. We then walk to Roseberry Gardens and walk and talk until
1.45pm.
Are you longing to tell someone about certain things? Are you feeling
stressed? Or do you just want to chill and vibe in the sun? In that case,
the Walk and Talk Club is probably for you!
Uwa 9P
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Year 10 and 11 Theatre Trip
On Thursday 23rd September, 47 GCSE Drama
students attended a theatre trip to see ‘The Play
That Goes Wrong’ at The Orchard Theatre. It was a
comical production that got the whole audience
laughing. It was amazing to be back in the theatre
and to be running a theatre trip for our students
again.
“My whole class enjoyed this production and we
felt that it had the right amount of comedy,
melodrama, mystery and shock surprises. We
enjoyed how the actors interacted with the
audience, which added to the comedy, and were
amazed at how the set was manipulated to create
humour and surprises. I would recommend this production to Year 8 students and above”. Jada 10I
Bugsy Malone
The Dance, Drama and Music departments have been extremely busy auditioning students for the
whole school production of Bugsy Malone. Over 90 students auditioned which has made casting very
difficult. This production was one week away from being performed when the first lockdown happened
back in 2019. The production will now be taking place on Wednesday 30 th and Thursday 31st March
2022 and will be performed by a brand new cast.
Costume Design
On Tuesday 12th of October, Hellene McRobbie (a professional costume designer) came to talk our
GCSE and A Level Drama, Dance and Textiles students. She has worked on productions such as Wicked,
The Phantom of The Opera and The Lion King and gave us as insight into the industry, shared her
portfolio and ran a Q&A session.

LAMDA Exam: 5 Students will be taking their long overdue LAMDA exam on Saturday 6 th November.
Unfortunately, LAMDA will not be running this year, but we hope to be bringing it back soon. In other
LAMDA news, over the summer Aaliyah Karim in 9L achieved a Grade 6/ Bronze in her LAMDA exam.
For this she had to perform two monologues and complete a written task. Huge congratulations to her.
Mrs Westergaard
Curriculum Team Leader: Arts and Technology
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

Sports News

30

The PE department are delighted to see the return of PE clubs and fixtures this term.
We are even more excited and pleased to see the high number of students attending
clubs. What a fantastic start to 2021, well done to all involved!
Below are the results from this term’s fixtures:
Date

Sport

5th October

Swimming

6th October

Indoor Athletics
(heats)

12th October

Kent Netball Tournament

Date
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Opposition
Colfe’s and
St Dunstan’s
Lee Valley
(Various
Schools
from the
South East)
Various
schools
across Kent

Sport

Year
Group
7-11

10 and
11

11

Result
3rd Place

DGGS A Team
qualified in 5th
place
DGGS B Team
qualified in 7th
place
3rd place

Opposition

Year Group

3rd November

Indoor Athletics

Various schools

8 and 9

4th November

Kent Netball Tournament

Schools in Kent

9

9th November

English Schools FA

7

10th
November
16th
November
17th
November
23rd
November
26th
November
29th
November
1st December

U19 Kent Cup Basketball

Crown Woods
Academy
Cranbrook School

Netball

Cobham School

9 and 10

Sixth form Kent Basketball
League
Sixth form Kent Basketball
League
Sixth form Kent Basketball
League
Swimming Meet

Northfleet
technology College
Rainham Mark Grammar School
Gravesend Grammar

12 and 13

Sevenoaks School

7-13

Indoor Athletics

8 and 9

8th December

Indoor Athletics

15th December

Sixth form Kent Basketball
League

Lee Valley and various
schools across the
South East
Lee Valley and various
schools across the
South East
Gravesend Grammar

Mrs Bluett
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Physical Education
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12 and 13
12 and 13

8 and 9

12 and 13

Swimming Gala
th
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On Tuesday 5 October, 13 students (Year 7-11) travelled to Colfe’s School for a swimming gala.
Everyone performed their absolute best and the team spirit was very high. We all had so much fun and
loved every minute. I really hope we are able to compete against other schools again in the future as it
was a great opportunity and during the relays, we all worked really hard together to join our strengths
and perform our best.
Rhiannon 8C

Sporting Students and Staff
Sporting Student
I really enjoy sport because it is fun but it can also keep you fit and healthy. I play
many sports after school and continue playing sports when I go abroad. I play
netball, roller hockey (hockey played with skates) and hockey. I swim frequently, do
Irish dancing and skating (sometimes roller speed skating).
I have received lots of awards and trophies. from my clubs and competitions,
which I am very proud of and so are my family.
Sport is not for everyone, but I think that everyone should do a bit every day to
stay healthy. Even walking every day is fine.
Raiekai 8I

Staff Sporting Star
18 months ago I decided to take up running! I struggled with running down the road
without getting out of breath, so I started with aiming for a 3km run, then 5km, 10km and
then finally a half marathon (21km). In December 2020, I decided to enter the Royal Parks
Half Marathon event (crazy, I know). I have run the distance before but never in a
competition and was setting myself a target of anything under and close to 2 hours. On
Sunday 10th October, I completed this event in 1 hour and 48 minutes, my quickest ever
half marathon! It really does set an incredible example to everyone out there that
anything is possible if you work hard and keep going!
Miss Culpitt
Head of Year 11
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