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From the Headteacher
Dear parents/carers
for many this was the first time they had
As we reach the end of a very difficult experienced formal assessments in this
academic year for so many members of
way. We were very proud of how they
our school community, it provides an
responded; it is now important that
opportunity to reflect, and hopefully look students in all year groups reflect on the
forward to a more normal way of life in
results and their progress in general in
the coming months.
order to set targets for the new academic
Thinking back to September when we year.
began the year with our new operating
Students have also been able to
arrangements in place – year group
experience other activities beyond the
bubbles, social distancing, changes to the usual curriculum, including movie
school day – we could not have imagined afternoons, year group rounders and a
the challenges that we would collectively picnic, a War Child charity event and a
face. Students have been
Business and Enterprise day for
remarkable in responding with
Year 12. The excellent Arts &
resilience, determination and
Culture Week focused on
maturity throughout this time,
identity, and enabled the school
with periods of self-isolation for
community to learn more about
many before Christmas, over two
each other, and the very many
months of lockdown and online
different cultures in our school.
learning, and significant
There were competitions run by
restrictions which have meant
the Arts & Technology faculty, a
Art Textiles by
very limited opportunities for
special menu in the canteen,
Yuvathi 8I
curriculum enhancement – trips,
student assemblies, online
visits, clubs, performances, productions, performances and a cultural dress day; it
sporting competitions and so many other was amazing to see the wonderful
activities and events which make such a
traditional dress from around the world.
difference to the educational experience Further developing our collective
at DGGS. I very much hope that we will
knowledge and understanding of the rich
be able to embrace school life to the full diversity of our school community will be
in September, and we are currently
an important ongoing priority as we plan
planning our academic calendar to reflect for next year.
this ambition.
Finally, I would like to thank parents/
Term 6 has been a very busy term in
carers for your continual support,
many ways. During the first week after
understanding and commitment to the
the holiday, students in Years 7-10 and 12 school, especially during these
had end of year internal assessments
challenging times. I hope that all our
which will enable both students and their families have a relaxing and enjoyable
teachers to see how they have
summer holiday, and most importantly
progressed, to celebrate achievements
you keep safe and well. We will look
and to identify areas to develop in the
forward to welcoming back all students in
coming year. Students did not have a
September.
formal exam period at the end of last
Sharon Pritchard
year because of the lockdown, therefore
Headteacher
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Staffing News
As always at the end of the academic year, we will sadly be saying goodbye to
several members of staff:

Mr Hardwick, Deputy Headteacher

Mr Barton, Teacher of Computer Science

Mrs Field, Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Fine Art and Key Stage 3 Arts Design

Mrs Tait, Curriculum Area Leader: Chemistry

Mr Sulzdorf, Teacher of Mathematics
They have all made a very important difference to hundreds of students and
colleagues during their time at DGGS, and I am very appreciative of their hard work,
dedication and commitment to our school. In my start of the year letter in September,
I will introduce to you the new staff joining us, and I am very pleased to confirm that
we are once again fully staffed with highly qualified, specialist teachers in all areas.
Sharon Pritchard
Headteacher

Governor News

ISSUE NUMBER
69
July

As we come to the end of another
challenging, difficult and extremely busy
year for the school, it is time to reflect on
the achievements and successes this
year.
We have all experienced a life
changing year and we all hope that, at
long last, we may be moving back to
better, more normal times. We
acknowledge that parents have had a
difficult time juggling home learning for
students with work commitments and
thank you all for your continued support
with this and for the school.
Our staff have worked tirelessly in
what has been a very different and new
way of working, not least to determine
Teacher Assessed Grades this year, these
will replace the normal examination
process for GCSE and A Level students,
the results will be published in August.
We hope that all students achieve the
grades they are aspiring to, to enable
them to successfully move on to the next
stage of their education or chosen career
path.
Term 6 this year has been very
different to a normal year end in school
with many traditional events unable to
take place including residential trips and
day trips all cancelled because of Covid
restrictions.
As Governors we appreciate and
acknowledge the effort and commitment

of staff and students during this year
especially and sincerely hope that the
school will be able to return to more
normal activities from September.
During this year, the school
environment has been upgraded in many
areas. Work has been completed on
replacement of many doors and windows
around the school this work was
supported by the receipt of Condition
Improvement Funding from the ESFA.
The College Block has been redecorated
and lighting upgraded to improve the
working environment for students and
staff. Significant work has also been
completed in the Swimming Pool area to
upgrade facilities for our students as well
as for groups that hire our facilities.
Unfortunately, lettings have been
severely affected by Covid this year, but
these have resumed, under controlled
conditions, this term.
On behalf of Governors, I would like
to thank all teaching staff, support staff,
students and parents/carers for their
very positive contribution and support of
the school during these difficult months.
I would particularly like to acknowledge
the leadership of Mrs Pritchard and of
the Senior Leadership Team members
and thank them for their outstanding
contributions.
To the students and members of staff
who be leaving the school this year,
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I wish you all continued success on whichever path you
have chosen to follow and hope that you will be leaving
this school with many fond memories of your time here.
A special mention for Mr Hardwick who will be leaving
us at the end of this term to take up a new position as
Headteacher in September, he will be missed but I wish
him well for the future and every success in his new role.
I wish you all a very restful and relaxing summer,
hopefully with some fine weather.
Finally, I would like to thank my fellow Governors for
their continued support of the school over this last year

and hopefully we may be able to return soon to having
meetings in school rather than via Zoom.
If you wish to contact the Governing Body on any
matter, please contact me via the school e-mail address
or in writing c/o the school.
Janice Brooke
Chair of Governors

Swimming Pool gets a refurb
We at DGGS know how fortunate we are to have a lovely indoor
swimming pool; however, we also know that our changing room
facilities have been in need of some modernising. One good thing
about lockdown has been giving our in-house Premises staff the
opportunity to undertake this extensive project in order to bring
modern facilities to complement the pool.
Everything has changed – we have 2 modern changing rooms, a
spectator gallery, a welfare area with toilet, first aid facilities
including a defibrillator, and most importantly for our students, two
commercial hairdryers to solve the annoying issue of wet hair!
Topped off with modern sensor lighting and a gentle colour scheme
throughout, the swimming pool facility has been brought up to
modern standards and represents one of the best community facilities
in the locality.
Our in-house Premises staff are to be congratulated for the many
weeks’ work they put into developing these new facilities which our
students will be able to enjoy for years to come.
Mr Drake
Business Manager

New computers across the school
As well as the donation of old laptops to the school during the pandemic, we
were delighted to receive a generous donation from parents of almost £5,000 to be
used for IT equipment. As the lockdown continued, the government continued to
supply the school with new laptops, which we were able to pass straight on to our
students to help them with their remote learning.
Once school commenced again in March of this year, we were keen to put that
money to good use and in conjunction with school funds, we have been able to
purchase 100 desktop computers which is a huge immediate investment in IT
equipment and something that will directly benefit our students.
Over the half term holiday the IT Support team worked hard to replace old
equipment with our new computers and we have now upgraded three of our
computer suites. Our students are now using the latest technology to assist them in
their school work.
We would like to thank all the parents/carers for their
donations to the school, both financially and in-kind in order
to provide valued IT equipment.
Mr Drake
Business Manager
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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End of Year 11 Celebrations
The past few weeks have marked the
end of an era for our Year 11 students
as the final few ‘wrapping up of Year 11’
activities took place. It must have felt
like a huge relief for our students to
have concluded their assessments and
to be able to celebrate and enjoy some
rites of passage together. Their time at
DGGS has been unlike that of any other
cohort, and they have pioneered their
way through the unprecedented
circumstances with resilience and
resolve.
On Tuesday 8th June, we had our final
assembly as a year group; our Leavers’
Celebration Assembly. I was immensely
proud of how far the year group have
come and what they have managed to
achieve. For the assembly, the form
groups had put together some videos to
commemorate their time at DGGS, and
of course, some photos of each other as
younger students to reminisce upon.
These were full of life and character and
reminded us of school trips, school
productions, sporting events and a
whole wealth of other events and
activities that were able to go ahead
before the lockdown restrictions limited
such opportunities. We were also given
odd glimpses into their mischievous
moments around the school.
I would like to take the opportunity
to thank the assembly reps for putting
together such great videos for us all to
enjoy.
Similarly, staff wanted to produce a
little something as a final, fun memento
for the Year 11s, and with the help of
some very creative and willing
volunteers, we were able to put
together a couple of videos for the
assembly, including some sociallydistanced dancing and singing! It was
particularly lovely to have a contribution
from Mrs Worley, 11K’s former form
tutor who had recently moved to a
different area.

It would also be very fitting of me to
mention here that without a vast
amount of support from our IT
technician, Mr Elvy, and the goodsportsmanship of a number of staff, the
videos would not have got off the
ground, so thank you to all those
involved.
Following the assembly, students
undertook the traditional shirt-signing
rite of passage on the front lawn, where
refreshments were also made available.
The students had gone above and
beyond in embellishing their uniforms
with an amazing array of diamantes,
beads, sequins, glitter, fur and feathers
in a spectacular demonstration of one
of our school values: creativity.
The celebrations did not stop after the
conclusion of the assembly and the shirt
-signing. On Thursday 10th June, Year 11
met back at DGGS for our trip to Thorpe
Park. Despite a fair bit of queuing and
waiting, the students seemed to very
much enjoy being able to spend some
time with their friends and enjoy the
adrenaline that the rides had to offer.
I hope students will be able to look
back on these celebrations with fond
memories after the intensity and
disruption of their academic life
beforehand. Some students have also
ordered Year Group Hoodies as a
memento of the 5 years they have spent
together. Although it can entail a huge
range of emotions as we come to the
end of one chapter, the Year 11s are
very ready to move on to their next
stage. They have begun their transition
programmes with gusto and shown an
exemplary keenness to prepare
themselves for September. We wish
them all the very best, and hope to see
lots of faces again on Results Day, and in
September.
Miss Robertson
Head of Year 11

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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“We are delighted to let you know that you were selected as runner-up in the competition. The judges were very
impressed with your entry. Congratulations!”. This surreal collection of words was something I never thought that I
would read regarding the Oxford German Olympiad Competition.
My mum and Frau Copus were the first people who informed me about the news because I had now finished
school, I did not have that lingering guilt (that comes from academic responsibility) to constantly check my email.
Having said that, taking part in the competition was a lot of fun. I had previously entered in 2019 with a group of
students in my form, and we did quite well so I wanted to join again this year; I was crumbling in the lockdown and I
wanted to quickly tick the ‘produce a tangible form of Omobolaji being a bit more creative’ box in my new year's
resolutions list.
I loved the fact that I could have full reins over the project and I believe this increased my creativity, as I was able
to convey my quirky, embarrassing personality that people may not be familiar with. But at the same time, that is
how I define art: ‘expressing things about oneself or one's feelings that may be at first invisible to the eye’. A
significant part of this project for me, was that I was able to shoot the beginning clip with help from my brother. I
found it really cool that we could work together on something like this and I hope we can do more projects together
in the future.
Looking at the actual task, it involved speaking in Swiss German, which is in my opinion significantly more difficult
than standard German. I had to replicate an audio/story that was originally written in Swiss German. If you
compared the original and my video, it would be apparent that I did not do the original justice but I did enjoy
producing this entry. This competition further deepened my love for learning languages and who knows, this may be
my first step in becoming the polyglot I always aspired to be!
my entry: : https://youtube.com/watch?v=OgIxda6sFv4&feature=share
Omobolaji 11I

InvestIN Summer Reading Competition
InvestIN are currently running a Summer Writing Challenge which is open to anyone aged between 12-18 years
old. The competition is to celebrate National Writing Day and the theme is for young people to reflect on a skill or
life-lesson they have learnt outside the classroom and how this may help them in their future.
Further information can be found on the following link - https://docsend.com/view/xdvmfy2pqz88j5h2?
mc_cid=c2c7adf873&mc_eid=23d89fcc58),
Tomi 11C has kindly shared her entry with us below:
Miss Robertson
Head of Year 11

The Future: One step at a time
This unprecedented time has caused plenty of panic. Plenty of outrage. Plenty of discussion. Discussion as to
what our next steps should be. As a society, we need to look out for each other. Right?
However, we let our agitation get to us; we unintentionally let it override the rational part of our brains that
tells us panicking will make things worse. Panic buying toilet paper and food but rejecting the idea of masks leading
to protests flooding the streets. At once, I realised that things weren't going to return to normal.
Paranoia has definitely made its way into everyone’s future because we let it...But what we must realise is that
tomorrow is not promised. And yesterday is over. But today, we can make a change. Today is the day to make a
difference. As long as we take it slowly; as long as we take it one step at a time. Baby steps.
We’ve all heard the term and the moral it teaches: it doesn't matter how long it takes to get there, as long as
you reach your destination. This has definitely become one of the most important lessons that I strive to continuously follow, no matter how difficult it becomes. It's easy to give up in the face of apprehension and it's hard to
continue along a journey you know will be difficult and tiring, but one of the most self-rewarding things is just
knowing that you made it.’
Tomi 11C

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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In Year 8 students begin the year working on the theme of identity. Following on
from their Art project, which is a traditional drawn portrait, the Textiles project was to
create a stitched self-portrait in the style of artist Edo Morales and many of these
fabulous designs are currently displayed in the corridors of DGGS.
Morales is an artist based in Chile. He uses mixed media to create his portraits and
has created celebrities such as the artist Frida Khalo and British pop icon David Bowie.
Morales' work can be described as abstract, bright, vibrant and detailed. He uses a
variety of appliqued fabric, embroidery and printing to create texture in his work. The
students were asked to think about how they could use layers and patterns as well as
the skills they learnt from the drawn self-portraits at the start of Year 8.
The three portraits reproduced here are by:
Marnie 8L

Yuvathi 8I

Ishwa 8K

Please do take a moment to enjoy looking at the
wonderful variety adorning our walls and to
appreciate the time and effort involved in designing
and making them. They are quite stunning!

ISSUE NUMBER
69
July

Mrs Mackenzie: Teaching Assistant English
Mrs Hill: Leader: Art Textiles

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

Young Reporter Scheme
Congratulations to Aleena 12C who has won the Photography Award in this year’s Young Reporter
scheme.
After her success in 2019 when she was given the top award of Young Reporter of the Year, Aleena
decided to enter the scheme again after completing her GCSEs and submitted eight articles which
focussed principally on her interest in aviation.
Now applying to Cambridge to study Engineering, Aleena has always known the importance of
developing her extracurricular experiences which means that her UCAS application will definitely be full
of all her accomplishments and achievements during her time as a student here.
Mrs Mackenzie
Teaching Assistant: English

Year 12 Philanthropic Update
This term the Year 12 Philanthropic Team decided to raise money for Mind, a charity raising
money for mental awareness. Alongside this, we also raised money for Ellenor Hospice through
the accumulator challenge where we received £50 and used this to raise even more money for
Ellenor. Returning from Lockdown, meant that we had limited time to raise money for both
charities therefore, we, as a group, had to ensure that deadlines were met and that we were
making reasonable targets that would raise lots of money for charity. This term we continued
to face many challenges in ensuring that our fundraising met the school’s restrictions due to
Covid-19, however we were able to adapt our plans to ensure we were successful in supporting
these excellent causes.
Firstly, we created a system where students could order suncatchers through a Google
Form. There were many variations they could choose from, some we painted ourselves, as
requested by the student’s order. Altogether we raised an impressive £100 which was donated
to Mind. The year 12 Philanthropic team also decided to use the hot weather to their
advantage by selling ice lollies at lunchtime to the whole school. This was an especially joyful
moment for the school as we were able to create a sense of community despite the Covid-19
restrictions in place. A special thank you to Alana Tagoe, Belina Obi and Oladapo Anifowoshe
for spending their free periods buying and carrying ice lollies to school in the heat! It was an
extremely fun experience to see how eager students and teachers alike were for ice lollies. This
truly brought a smile to our faces as we sold out in under 20 minutes despite buying 180 lollies!
It also allowed us to interact with the different year groups in a safe environment. It was lovely
to see all of you and we wish to do this again soon! From the selling of ice lollies alone we
raised the remarkable amount of £137.81, and this was split between Mind and Ellenor
Hospice. Using the £50 starting money for the Ellenor accumulator challenge we organised a
raffle consisting of two luxury hampers that consisted of sweet treats for students and coffeeinspired goodies aimed at adults. We charged £1 a ticket and raised a spectacular £232!
All of these events combined brought our grand total for Ellenor Hospice to be: £300.90 and
£168.90 for Mind. Overall we raised an impressive total of £469.81 in Term 5. On behalf of the
philanthropic team, I would like to thank you tremendously for taking part and supporting
these wonderful causes. Finally, a special thank you to Miss Williams and Mrs Kidd, for allowing
us to take part in raising money for these unique charities!
Iesha 12B
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Year 12 CAS Update
Year 12 students have been partaking in a wide range of activities and skills
during our weekly CAS sessions. Following our celebration assembly which
took place a few weeks ago, we all had a chance to showcase and share the
interesting topics we have all been researching and discussing within our
specific groups. From TEDEd talks to Knitting, to Magazine and Music, each and
every group had a variety of fascinating presentations which will all eventually
help us in our future endeavours, especially towards writing our Post-18
educational journey.
The group which I had been a part of since we began CAS was the School
Magazine group. I had a lot of fun with my teammates compiling arguments,
essays and even puzzles for each of the issues, and creating seasonal content
for each issue was incredibly entertaining. We even received external creative
submissions from the lower year groups, which we found was a nice and rare
opportunity for inter-year collaboration - something which we found hard to
do under the harsher restrictions of COVID-19. Getting the opportunity to see
what other CAS groups had produced over the recent terms and how
enthusiastic we all were whilst presenting then definitely confirmed to me that
they seemed to enjoy this period of skill-honing and creativity just as much as I
did.
The one presentation that I know the year group all looked forward to was
the music group presentation. They performed two fantastic pieces of music as
a band, playing confidently and providing us with the best entertainment
possible for a Wednesday afternoon. The music group is one of the biggest
examples of CAS not
only being incredibly
useful to us in the long
run but also being
incredibly lively, bringing
us all together as a year
group.
Overall, CAS this year
was most definitely a
success, preparing us for
further education in
many aspects, and I
cannot thank Miss
Statton enough for
leading and encouraging
all of us to take part in
the many different
activities provided for
us.
Ithill 12G
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Year 9 Q&A Zoom with Lucy Dyke
On the 23rd June, both Year 9 GCSE Drama classes took part in a Q&A session with Lucy Dyke via
Zoom. Lucy Dyke is a TV and Film producer working on famous shows such as BBC’s ‘The Split’ and
Netflix ‘Black Mirror’.
“I got to find out how important a producer’s role is and just how involved they are in the whole
production. Initially I thought that they just oversaw the project, I didn’t realise that they were
involved in the script writing, the pitching of the idea to TV networks, finding and hiring the people
involved in the production as well as being involved in the editing process”. - a student’s comment
following the session.

Component 2: Devising Exam
On 1st July, Year 10 GCSE Drama students took part in their Component 2 Exam. Students in groups
of six, have been creating and developing a 20 minute piece of drama inspired by a range of stimuli.
The pieces were creative, inventive, thought provoking, mature, inspiring and educational.
Well done Year 10.
The Future
We are hoping that when we return in September, the following will be able to take place again:

LAMDA

Whole School productions

Key Stage 3 Productions

Theatre trips and visits

Practitioner led workshops

KS4 Performance Evenings
Until then, have a restful summer and stay creative.

Mrs Westergaard
Curriculum Area Leader: Drama

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Views of the partial solar eclipse
On Thursday 10th June, a partial solar eclipse was visible over the UK, so
naturally this was something that the science department at DGGS was very
excited about and spent the morning coming up with ways that we could view
the eclipse safely (looking directly at the sun is dangerous). Eventually we
realised that the tinted blue glass we use to view the burning of magnesium
through should work for this purpose too.
As the time of greatest eclipse approached (which helpfully fell at break
time) we were faced with another problem – the British weather. As break
time began thick cloud cover obscured the sun, leaving us unable to see the
eclipse; we were about to give up when suddenly there was a break in the
cloud cover. The entire science department rushed outside and held the
tinted blue glass up to the sun and through it we could see the moon covering
part of the sun! It was then a case of getting every student we could find to
look through the blue glass at the sun to see the eclipse, luckily at this
moment Year 10 started to leave the English corridor to head to the sports
hall for their next exam and on the way we able to stop the majority of them
to view the solar eclipse before heading off to their exam. The reactions on
their faces were incredible as they looked through the blue glass and I am
sure it will be something they will remember for the rest of their lives.
Miss Bakewell
Teacher: Physics
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Sporting Students and Staff
I love to dance. Dance isn’t always classified as a
sport, but I think it deserves to be. I dance almost every
day and it keeps me fit, healthy, working hard and
always aspiring to do my best. I do styles like ballet,
contemporary and modern etc. My personal favourite
style is ballet. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, I haven’t
been able to attend all of my classes, but that didn’t
stop me dancing! I found ballet videos online of my
class level and practised almost non-stop!
Holly 7P

My name is Layla and I practise a form of martial arts known as
Karate. The style of Karate I perform is called “Shotokan”.
I train five days a week and practice Kumite (fighting) and Kata, which
is a series of moves performed in a pattern.
Layla 8H

Ever since I studied performing arts at school I have enjoyed dance
and have learnt many styles, with my favourite being street dance. I
always took part in performances at school, at university and continue to
enjoy performing. I take part in productions and rehearse once or twice
a week. Rehearsals are for show dances which can vary greatly in style,
with the most recent being tap dancing. This photo is taken from a
production I was in a couple of years ago in which I had to learn to tap
dance and manage choreography with a top hat and cane. Dancing is an
incredibly fun way to stay fit and work as part of a team. You get a real
sense of achievement when you finally master a dance you have been
practising for weeks or months, especially in a style you have never tried
before.
Miss Cooper
Assistant Headteacher

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Library News
The new DGGS Online Library Catalogue
The new system was introduced to the students in May and since then there has
been a steady stream of books reserved and delivered to form rooms. It hasn’t been
without little hiccups but so far it is progressing extremely well. But don’t take my
word for it. Here’s what several users have to say:
“It is easy to use!” Jenny 10P
“Personally, I think it is a very useful and well-structured program. I found it very
easy to use and if there is something I am unsure about I could just watch the tutorials.
Also, normally (depending on the day I reserve the book) it comes to me in less than a
week! Furthermore, not only do they make it accessible for laptops/computers but for
phones and tablets too! The only thing I find a bit difficult is that I keep getting
confused with the eBook site and getting books from there instead of the
site.” Oluwatobi 7H (FYI You can still use the ePlatform directly or via the new
system)
"How fantastic to have Project Gutenberg at our fingertips - so much to explore!"
Mrs MacKenzie
“The new online library system which we have been using is extremely innovative.
I think that it is a very good way of giving us children the idea of browsing and
picking a book, then it gets delivered to us. I think that this is a COVID safe way.”
Allayna 7H
“Using DGGS' new online library has really changed the efficiency of the library
school system. Now at just the click of the button I can reserve a book and receive it
in the next few days! The books are quarantined and brought to us in form time to
prevent the spread of COVID. And not to mention the incredibly large range of books
from celebrated authors. The website isn't too complicated and makes reading my
favourite classics much easier.” Sue 8I
“So far, I have borrowed many books from the
DGGS online library and it was so easy! Mrs
Hickman helps tie everything together- delivering
books and posting useful regular updates on the
library google classroom! What I really like is the
range of books readily available for you to view and
reserve! However, it is not the same as the real life
library, it has its positives too- like a list feature,
where you can save books for later! Nevertheless, I
can't wait to be allowed in the library again!” Maria
8C
“Quick and useful”. Sajetha, 8K
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Reading Reps
The form Reading Reps in Years 7, 8 and 9 have continued to do great things this year within their forms. There
have been quizzes and competitions and 7K have big plans for a fundraiser for Book Aid International, which will
happen in October.
Here’s what two of our students had to say about being a Reading Rep:
“Being a library rep has been a great experience. I feel honoured to be part of this lovely, supportive group. The
other library reps for my form just so happen to be my friends. This has made it even better! I know that I can rely
on them and Mrs Hickman is always available to help with anything, including moral support. Our form has been
able to do a few library related activities and we hope we can continue this next year because this whole experience
was amazing!” Sarah 8I
“To me, having the opportunity to be nominated as a Reading Rep that will go on to represent my class and others
is a privilege. Joining DGGS in September was a new beginning for me, therefore I had to leave behind everything
from primary school and start anew. I started to look for roles that would be best for me, and I finally came across
the Reading Rep role. Being a Reading Rep is not just about explaining to people about books and what they are by
creating sources of information, it can also involve so many things that people would not expect. When I became a
Reading Rep, I thought I would educate my class alongside my partner, Raieka, about what books are and why they
are written, however I have learnt so many new things. I have learnt about the importance of reading, and that
even song lyrics can be talked about in so many ways. I have enjoyed many activities that we have been able to plan
for our class. My partner and I have hosted writing challenges, for example a Christmas Short story about orphans,
and designing a logo for our book club. Reading can connect many people, and this is something I have been
incredibly happy to achieve this year.” Remi 7I

DGGS Shadowers 2021
Every year we have a group of students who shadow the Carnegie Medal Awards. Shadowing involves
reading as many books from the Carnegie shortlist as possible, reviewing the books and voting for our
favourite. The last two years have been no different, although the way it happened had to change.
Pre-Covid, students coming to Book Club (weekly in the library) would shadow the awards. Last year,
no meetings could take place and, as we were all at home, reading and discussions happened online with
a very small group of students. This year we were back at school but bubbles again prevented any face to
face meetings so books were regularly swapped, quarantined and delivered to a small group of hardworking readers spread across Years 7, 8, 9 and 10.
The shortlisted books this year were:
Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds – Winner of the Carnegie Medal 2021
Run, Rebel by Manjeet Mann – Winner of the Shadower’s Choice Award 2021
The Fountains of Silence by Ruta Sepetys - Voted our DGGS Shadowers Choice 2021
Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo (2019 Carnegie winner with her verse novel, Poet X)
The Girl Who Speaks Bear by Sophie Anderson
The Girl Who Became a Tree by Joseph Coelho
Echo Mountain by Lauren Wolk
On Midnight Beach by Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick
All these books will be available to borrow from the library in September. Plus we have a huge selection
of previous award winners including A Monster Calls and Monsters of Men by Patrick Ness, The
Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman, Buffalo Soldier by Tanya Landman and our DGGS Shadower’s Choice from
last year, The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta.
Mrs Hickman: School Librarian
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Pride Month
A school competition was held to mark June being Pride Month, details of the
competition can be found below:

There were some amazing entries but the chosen winner was Sereena 8C, her
entry can be seen below. Well done Sereena.
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Extended Senior Leadership: Pastoral
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Arts and Culture Week was designed to be our week in the Arts and Technology faculty where the Key Stage 3
production, Fashion Show and various exhibitions occurred. However, due to the restrictions currently in place, we
decided that the format of the week would need to be different. Before the week began, the different year groups
made display boards around school to share their different interests, languages and hobbies with each other. During
the week, students were encouraged to wear badges to show the languages they use while the canteen served
different foods from around the world. Students were able to enter various arts and cultural competitions during the
week and winners are listed below this article. Well done to all those that participated! Details of the various
competitions held and some of the wonderful entries can be found below and on the following pages.
Alongside this, students performed during lunchtimes and during the week, students also presented in some
fantastic assemblies alongside their arts and culture based registration sessions.
One Year 7 student said:
“I enjoyed Arts and Culture Week because it was an opportunity to celebrate our ethnicity, individuality and belief. It
was also an opportunity to learn more about our classmates and their beliefs. We also got to take part in many fun
activities like dressing in our traditional clothes and eating different countries' foods in the lunch hall. Overall, it was
an extremely fun week. I am glad that I am part of a school community which celebrates diversity between us.”
Harnoor 7P
As part of Arts and Culture Week, students also had a non-uniform day on Friday 2nd July to raise money for
Action Aid UK. In order to support our continued understanding of each other and celebrate the very many arts,
cultures and languages in our school community further, students were encouraged to wear specific traditional dress
linked to their individual culture or heritage on this day if they wanted to. The variety in the outfits worn around
school was amazing and students thoroughly
enjoyed their day. Staff and students were able to
find out about important parts of each other's
cultures and it was wonderful to see students
involved in a really positive experience in our
community.
Miss Longley
Curriculum Team Leader: Arts and Technology

Ishwa 8K

Aaliya 8L and Wren 8L
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Photography Competition
The Art department ran a photography competition during Arts & Culture
Week asking students to explore the idea of identity, looking specifically at
cultural identity.
We really enjoyed looking through the different entries and how the themes
had been interpreted by students. The winning entry was from Zaahira 8I who
describes her photo here: "I was trying to show the Nigerian culture in my
photo. I included religious books, materials, games, clothing and things
associated with entertainment. I wanted to show how beautiful and full of
colour my culture is. I hope I succeeded."
Zaahira wins a £10 Amazon voucher. Our runner up was Arya 7P, who wrote:
"I decided to base my photograph on cultural clothing because it shows a lot
about my culture and it represents me. I also edited the photograph to make it
clearer and placed my items carefully on top of each other to make it look even
better."
Arya wins a £5 Amazon voucher. A huge well done to both students and
thank you to everyone who entered! Photos of Zaahira’s and Arya’s entries can
be seen below.
Ms Bamsey
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Below and on the following page, you will see some of the beautiful traditional dress linked to students’
individual culture or heritage which were worn on the non-uniform day on Friday 2nd July, along with snippets of informative PowerPoint presentations students produced.
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War Child
Following a period of in-depth revision when preparing for their end-of-year
exams, I am delighted to report the many successes of Year 12 as a year group
when they engaged in their creative team-building exercise at the start of Term
6.
Over the course of two days, the year group worked together in form groups
to promote, produce and market a make-believe album and music festival in
aid of the charity, War Child UK. Founded in 1993 by Bill Leeson and David
Wilson, the War Child network of charities works to protect, educate and stand
up for the rights of children caught up in war. By supporting families in areas
like Afghanistan, the Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Iraq, Uganda and Syrian refugees in Jordan, War Child has used media,
music and entertainment industries to raise funds from the public.
With this philanthropic spirit in mind, every group worked extremely hard to
produce the most imaginative pitches possible. The skills developed ranged
from design and leadership to planning and time management, culminating in
well thought out pitches and every teacher voted for their favourite. The
standard was so high that it was exceptionally difficult to differentiate between
many of the presentations.
However, what impressed me most was how students threw themselves
into the whole enterprise whilst having fun along the way. It was a fantastic
opportunity for students to work with their peers and meet new people in the
year group, whilst also providing opportunities to develop their creativity and
ability to persuade others to support their ideas. The quality of merchandise
such as t-shirts, lanyards and album covers, in addition to posters, flyers and
websites, was a sight to behold.
It is my pleasure to announce the following students were runners up:
Valkyrie - Emma 12E, Jasmine 12E, Jasmine 12E, Lathan 12E, Neve 12E, Vicresa
12E
Amity - Abdul 12A, Angel 12A, Anna 12A, Apurba 12A, Davide 12A, Emanuella
12A, Jess 12A, Lola 12A and Uju 12A
And I can proudly confirm that the winning group was:
Krypton - Alicia 12F, Amelia 12F, Amina 12F, Benita 12F, Dobrin 12F, Libby 12F,
Millie 12F, Sadhaa 12F and Temi 12F!
Very well done, everyone!
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Importantly, students helped raise money for charity by paying
a minimum donation of £2 as part of two non-uniform days.
As you can see below, the quality of pitches was marvellous.
We were astounded by the creativity and talent of our students,
and their enthusiasm to produce the best work possible.
They should be immensely proud of themselves. Amazing work
from all involved. Well done!
Mr Stratford
Teacher: History, Government and Politics

Year 11 Bridging Fortnight
After the Year 11 students had finished their May Assessments, Miss Kellett and Mrs Kidd put together a
programme for all Year 11 students to take part in a Bridging Fortnight, as a way of preparing for A Levels and
working out what they really enjoy about their subjects. We hoped this would also help them refine their A Level
choices. A range of wider reading materials, documentaries, films, web resources and online learning were
coordinated with subject teachers and students were encouraged to use their time across the fortnight to look at
subjects from a different perspective. not one sitting in a classroom being taught content.
Zahra (11P) kindly wrote about her experience over this fortnight as well as taking part in the Virtual
Transition Event.
Mrs Kidd
Assistant Headteacher: Head of Sixth Form
I would like to take Biology, Chemistry and Psychology for A Level as I plan to study medicine at university. I
took part in both the school’s bridging programme and virtual transition. In the bridging programme, we were
given resources to learn more about and explore our A-level choices on a wider scale, i.e. by doing further
reading, watching movies and listening to podcasts on the subject. This was very enjoyable since I have a genuine
interest in my A-level options, which should be a prerequisite for taking a subject anyway. For example, for
Biology, I read books about medicine and biological sciences in order to learn more about the world of biology as
well as what it’s like being a doctor. Lastly, I also completed work set as a part of the Virtual Sixth Form
Transition for my three A Level subjects. Working through the PowerPoints and listening to the long audios
provided by the Biology department helped make the transition lesson feel as close to the real thing as possible.
In Chemistry, we worked through a virtual practical, which was fun.. The website was pretty handy as everything
was easily accessible and organised and entailed both information about the curriculum as well as sixth form life.
In the summer I’d like to undertake some sort of volunteering opportunity as well as continue to do further
reading for my subjects, including some of the books listed in the bridging programme. I’m looking forward to
Sixth Form as it will be a fresh start to school and will be a lot more independent than GCSEs.
Zahra 11P
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Sixth Form Virtual Transition
This June, once again, our Year 11 Transition to Sixth Form was a virtual event
and following on from the success of the 2020 Transition, 2021 was set to be just
as successful. The move from Year 11 into the Sixth Form can be unsettling for
students but it is often something that they have looked forward to for many
years. The Sixth Form at Dartford Grammar School for Girls has an excellent
reputation and gives students opportunities and experiences alongside the
subjects they study at A Level. We had over 800 applications this year from
potential new entrants and over half of these students and our own Year 11 girls
were invited to take part.
This year, we wanted to make the virtual transition reflect what we are like as
a Sixth Form and how welcoming we will be to both current and new students to
the school. We feel the virtual transition gives a realistic illustration of how
students spend these important two years of their lives with us. It was in two
sections. The first was a Core Curriculum section and the second was all about
Sixth Form life.

ISSUE NUMBER
69
July

The Core Curriculum was where students would find a Welcome from each
faculty leader and an overview of each subject. Then followed two sample
lessons for the students to engage in as well as being given a summer workbook,
for students to complete ready for school in September. The fact that all
students could access all
the subjects enabled any
students who were
undecided about their A
Level subject choices to
“try out” a range of
subjects and hopefully
help their decisions.
Different faculties could
be found on different
pages with a warm
welcome from the
Curriculum Team Leader/
Director for that faculty.
Teachers worked hard to
provide inspiring lessons
for the students to work
through and we really
appreciated the time they
spent on setting this up.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Vaikay, a current Year 11 student is set on studying Maths, Physics and French. She said that she
particularly enjoyed maths and that the lessons were “easy to follow”. She also found the Wider
Opportunities interesting and looked forward to finding out more about Lamda and CAS.
The section on Sixth Form Life explained about the Sixth Form as a whole and what life is like as a
community. There was an introduction from Mrs Kerr, Head of Year 12 in September, followed by links to
various aspects of the Sixth Form. These included a Wider Opportunities booklet which gave information
about the Head Student Team, the Lamda public speaking qualification, the Duke of Edinburgh award
scheme, societies, residential trips and school
productions. Miss Statton explained about the
CAS (Community, Action and Skills) programme
which runs for the whole of Years 12 and 13 and
enhances the students’ experience at an activity
which they can draw from in the future. There
was a Super Curriculum presentation which
gave information about the benefit of work
experience, additional learning opportunities,
wider reading and personal interests and the
importance of these topics alongside A Level
studies.

One important question for Year
12 students is EPQ, Certificate in
Financial Studies or AS Maths or
Further Maths? Hopefully, a
thorough insight into each of these
qualifications was given as part of
the Enhanced Curriculum section –
there really is something for
everyone!
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For those interested in applying for a place at a world class university, Mr
Freeman gave presentations on how the school helps and advises students
who are interested in taking this path. These were accompanied by a
presentation from Kaiser, a current year 13 student who has been awarded a
place to study medicine at Oxford. He explained, in detail, the amount of work
and research he has carried out as part of his application. There was also
advice and support from Mrs Foley for those who want to study medicine and
healthcare, accompanied by some very enthusiastic medic students. One of
whom was Jessica, currently in Year 12. She has chosen this as a career path
because, “It would be a rewarding career as it combines science with practical
aspects. You also get to interact with a wide variety of people”. Jessica went
on to say that “Mrs Foley has put a lot of informative resources and
presentations on the Aspiring Medics Google Classroom”. Jessica currently
volunteers as a Covid Vaccine Marshall and is looking for more work
experience. She has helped to set up the Medical Society which holds regular
sessions for students to engage with others about medical topics. This small
but dedicated group of students realise the importance of keeping up with
current medical research and enjoy discussing them in a fun and friendly way
with their peers.
New this year was a Parents’ and Carers’ Information booklet. This gave
information to parents and carers of Sixth Form students, who may be
wondering about the whole process of studying for A Levels as students
become more independent and responsible for their own actions. There are
some great tips on how parents/carers can help and support their daughter or
son with the transition to A Level as well as information about practical
expectations at DGGS.
Current Year 12 and 13 students were asked to give their advice to
someone starting the Sixth Form at DGGS and this resulted in a ‘Top Tips’
document. There were some excellent pieces of advice and we hope the new
cohort takes some of these on board and learns from their peers about the
importance of working hard to achieve their goals.
Several students took part in recording ‘A Day In The Life’; where they
starred in a short video showing how they would spend a typical day in school.
We are really proud of how they confidently worked with us to produce a real
insight to lessons and life in the Sixth Form, particularly important as any
students applying from elsewhere have yet to see inside DGGS.
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Having been the last cohort of students to go through transition into Sixth Form, I asked them, “Was
Sixth Form like they imagined?”. Bolu said that the teachers had been very good but having 4 classes of
one subject per week was a step up from GCSE and topics were covered at a faster pace. Favour, Junior
and Bolu came to DGGS from other schools. Bolu said that “it was difficult getting used to a new
environment” but things quickly gelled and he soon felt part of the school. They all found the staff and
students very welcoming. We really appreciated the time the students gave to filming the video and I
asked them how it felt to be asked to be filmed. Junior summed it up by saying “it was an honour to be a
part of it, and to promote the school”. Thank you to Ankit, Amelia, Bolu, Ella, Favour and Junior and the
teachers of DGGS.
Overall we are hugely proud of the 2021 Virtual Transition Event. Everyone involved realised how
important it was to engage the students with their subjects and set them off on the path to a successful A
Level journey.
Mrs Kidd
Assistant Headteacher: Head of Sixth Form

Head Student Team Update
We, the Head Student Team, would love to extend the warmest of welcomes to you all. We are
absolutely thrilled to be working with all of you this year and look forward to meeting you all personally
without any restrictions! Your new Head students, Christabel and Oreoluwa have many aims; with you
at the very heart of them all. This will be with the aid of your six new House Captains: Charlotte, Iesha,
Macey, Oyinda, Sophie and Vicresa. We look forward to ensuring that we all thrive together and reach
our academic and personal potential.
This year, like no other, YOU are the centre point of the aims and achievements we wish to make.
Your opinions matter and will greatly impact many of the decisions we make because we want school to
be a place where you can take charge of your own journey and the direction you want your life to take.
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We have three key aims that we wish to achieve: Culture, Wellbeing and
Environment as well as work with the wider school community.
Culture: We are very fortunate to have such a wide range of diverse people
and cultures and we know that it is pivotal that we as a community continue to
embrace and celebrate this uniqueness within our school. We hope to plan
many more activities similar to the culture week in the future in order to
celebrate, embrace and educate everyone on this topic.
Wellbeing: the mental and physical well-being of all students is especially
important after the challenging 18 months that we have all been through in
regards to covid and many lockdowns. In order for us to flourish academically,
and as people, our well-being needs to be set first as education starts with the
mind. We want to increase the awareness of well-being and make it a regular
conversation to be had between staff and students. This will be for the
personal benefit of all. We want our school to be a happy, healthy place where
everyone feels safe and comfortable to talk about these things, whilst achieving
the very best that they can!
Environment: This will involve working to make DGGS a greener, eco-friendly
school, and will ensure that DGGS helps reduce the issue of climate change and
global warming. We will work alongside the geography prefects to ensure that
we reduce our carbon footprint together.
Due to COVID we have not been able to interact as much as we would have
liked with our community, both in school and in the wider sense. Over this next
academic year we would really like to re-establish our lost connections not just
within our school community, but with our surrounding one as well.
The Head Student Team looks forward to working closely alongside you and we
hope you all have a lovely summer holiday.
Christabel 12A and Oreoluwa 12A
Head Students
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Spotlight on Staff: Mr Elvy,
IT Technician
In a recent interview, I asked Mr Elvy a series of questions to
find out a little more about him…
1. You recently co-produced and starred in the Year 11
leavers’ video - are you a professional musician?
Ha ha, I don’t know about starred! Guest appearance shall we
say! I’ve never really thought of myself as a “professional
musician”. Thinking about it, I guess I could classify myself as
a semi-professional musician in my time outside of
DGGS! Covid restrictions affected my plans for local live gigs
quite severely, as it did a lot of musicians. I am still relatively
new to the musician scene and I lost out on a couple of important gigs due to the various lockdowns.
Rather than dwell on the disappointment, I started writing and producing my own material instead of
just being a cover artist. Some of my music is now published on Spotify, Apple Music and YouTube. I
even had my first BBC Radio Kent airplay back in February with one of my songs. Think along the lines of
Ed Sheeran, George Ezra, Lewis Capaldi, OneRepublic; that’s my musical styling.
I also have been on X-Factor (6 years ago now).
2. Tell us about your experience before joining DGGS
I was in my last job for 14 years, working in Gravesend, Gillingham then finally Bluewater for a
technology company that had unfortunately closed due to the Covid-19 outbreak. I was a technician for
phones, tablets, laptops and PCs. I’d be the one to solve people’s issues with the latest iPhone,
Samsung, etc. I did enjoy the job as I love the latest technology. I am a self-confessed geek when it
comes to tech.
3. You are a father of two - what makes you most proud of your children?
My boys are my everything. They give me reason to want to live by example, chase dreams and
generally be as good a person I can be. I’m most proud of the way they both have negotiated their way
through this pandemic. In a situation that no one could give a clear answer as to what is going on and
what will happen, they have taken things in their stride.
4. What are your future aspirations? Where would you like to be in five years’ time?
On a professional level, I’m not 100% sure. For now, I want to keep improving in this role, learning and
improving things. On a personal level, I’d like to play more gigs on a regular basis and, also, keep writing
new songs, hopefully culminating in publishing an album.

5. What is your favourite song and why?
Ha ha, it’s very hard to choose just one song but if there’s one song I listen to again and again and still
find it inspiring, it is Lose Yourself by Eminem. Just the first few lines are enough to inspire anyone: “if
you had one shot, one opportunity, to seize everything you wanted in one moment. Would you capture
it, or let it slip?”

Mrs Mackenzie
Teaching Assistant
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