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As we reach the end of Term 2 and
prepare to begin the Christmas holidays,
we know that the festive season will look
very different this year for many
families. In school this time of year is
usually characterised by Christmas
festivities such as the Year 7
performance of a Christmas Carol, a
traditional Christmas lunch for students
and staff, the Christmas Carol Service at
Christ Church, our excellent Winter
Concert and Christmas assemblies with
student performances, awards
and often, a staff pantomime.
Sadly it was not possible for
these events to take place this
year, however we will be
celebrating some of the many
student achievements and
successes in year group Award
Assemblies at the start of Term
3, when we hope all students
will be back in school. During
the last week of term, we were
able to have a Christmasthemed lunch on Wednesday
and on the last day, students
watched a video with a staff Christmas
poem and festive messages and music.
We were also able to run our annual
Christmas Card competition. I would like
to congratulate Elodie 7I and Tami 11L
on their excellent designs. Their cards
will represent the school and be emailed
to Trustees, Governors, members of the
local community and friends of the
school.
This term we normally look forward
to welcoming prospective Year 12
students to our Sixth Form Open
Evening, but like the Open Evening for
Year 7 in October, both events have
taken place virtually. Hopefully they will

have given an insight into our unique
school community, but nothing can
replace visiting in person, meeting our
students and staff, and experiencing the
warm and welcoming atmosphere of our
school.
I firmly believe that whilst we are
very fortunate to have excellent facilities
at DGGS, it is the people – students and
staff - who make our school special.
During these last few weeks this
continues to be very apparent, in a
different way. With a number of
staff and students needing to selfisolate because of Covid-19,
students have shown great
determination and a very positive
attitude towards their studies – at
school and at home. I continue to
be very appreciative of the
dedication and commitment of
our staff who work tirelessly to
provide the very best learning
experiences for all students in
very challenging circumstances.
I would like to thank parents/
carers for your overwhelming
support of the school at this very difficult
time. As with all aspects of school life,
we are always keen to hear parents’/
carers’ feedback; if you have any
comments or suggestions please email
school@dartfordgrammargirls.org.uk.
I hope that all our families have a
very Happy Christmas and peaceful New
Year, and most importantly, you keep
healthy and safe. We look forward to
welcoming back all students at the usual
time on Monday 4th January 2021.
Sharon Pritchard
Headteacher
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Governor News
The Governing body have met twice this
academic year, these meetings have been
virtual meetings due to current restrictions
concerning face to face meetings. Amongst
other items the excellent external
examination results were reviewed in
detail, progress so far this year against the
School Development Plan objectives has
been reviewed as well as tracking student
attendance and reviewing the financial
position of the school at the end of the last
financial year and finances for the first two
months of this academic year. This has
been a difficult first two terms for all
members of our school community and on
behalf of Governors I would like to thank
staff, students and parent/carers for their
support and commitment to ensuring the
safety and well-being of peers and
colleagues.
We have welcomed two new parent
Governors to meetings this year, Ms
Amandeep Gill and Mr Waheedul Islam,
both of whom were elected in the last
academic year.
Unfortunately, Open Evenings for
prospective students to enter the school in
2021 for both Year 7 and Year 12 were
unable to take place this year, but excellent
on-line videos and information were
prepared by Senior members of staff and
students and were made available on the
school website.
Sadly, many of the traditional end of
term and Christmas events have had to be
cancelled in order to keep everyone safe in
school. We look forward to many of these
events that the students so enjoy being
able to take place in 2021.
Governors are delighted that the school

have been successful again this year in
securing funding from the Education and
Skills Funding Agency to enable
replacement of many old windows and
doors around the school which will
significantly improve the teaching and
learning environment for our staff and
students.
DGGS is a very special place and we
firmly believe that the opportunities and
the quality of education afforded to all
students who come to the school are
second to none. This has been a year like no
other for all members of our school
community and I would like to thank you all
for your perseverance, understanding and
support of the very different way that the
school has had to operate since September
in order to keep everyone in school as safe
as we possibly can every day.
Should you wish to contact the
Governing Body on any matter please
contact me via the school e-mail address or
in writing c/o the school.
Finally, I would like to wish all students
and their families and our staff a very
Happy Christmas and a healthy, Happy
2021, which hopefully will see some
improvement with the virus once the
vaccine is made available
to the wider community.
I do hope that you are all
able to have a relaxing
and enjoyable break but
please take care and stay
safe.
Janice Brooke
Chair of Governors

End to Period Poverty
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Period poverty is a global issue that largely goes under the radar and something
that we are very keen to tackle. Working with our hygiene contractor, we signed up
to the government funding for this scheme; over the summer we removed the
sanitary products vending machines and since September, we have been able to
provide free period products in the toilets across the school for the benefit of our
students.
We have calculated that we have sufficient supplies to last us
through the academic year so no girl should be held back by her
period.
Mr Drake
Business Manager
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Christmas Tree
We would like to thank CleanTec for the lovely donation of a Christmas Tree this year. At 15ft tall
and decorated in twinkly lights, it does help bring some much needed festive cheer to the
playground.

Mr Drake
Business Manager

Modern Foreign Languages Creative
writing competition
We are very excited to launch a whole school competition which will show how brilliant our
language learning skills are at DGGS. The proposal is that we would like as many colourful creative
writing entries in either French, Spanish or German to brighten up our displays in the language
corridor. Your entry could be a poem, a short story, a description of a famous person, a film
review, lyrics to a song, a colourful painting/sketch inspired by a French/German or Spanish artist,
a comic strip or anything creative as long as it is in or based on the target language.
Winners will be notified and your work displayed for all to see!
Entries to be sent to pspatz@dartfordgrammargirls.org.uk by Friday 8th January please. Any
questions, also feel free to email.
DGGS Language Ambassadors
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Year 7 Update
Well done to Year 7 for all of your hard work and achievements so far. I
am hugely proud of how you have taken part in many different activities
and fund raising across school.
Mrs Osborne
Head of Year 7 Transition and Support

Virtual Languages Club
Firstly, thank you to all of the teachers at DGGS for hosting so many clubs in
these difficult times and a special thank you to Mrs Spatz for hosting
Languages Club!
In Languages Club, we have been sharing presentations about different
languages. These are not just about French, German and Spanish but about all
languages and cultures. These presentations are made by students each week.
I like this because it is very inclusive and gives opportunities to all students by
allowing them to create a presentation about their culture and language. So
far we have learned Japanese, Tamil, Yoruba and we have a schedule of
Hungarian, Bengali, Russian, French, British Sign Language and have many
more other languages to look forward to.
Every Friday, Mrs Spatz makes a quiz based on what we have learnt in the
presentation. These quizzes test my knowledge and my ability to memorise
vocabulary from each language. We also share recipes of national dishes which
gives us ideas about the similarities between different cultures.
Overall, Languages Club is fun because I can learn so much, I can educate
myself about different cultures and sometimes we can win a prize.
E dupe! (Thank you in Yoruba)
Anji 7P

Languages club shows just how DGGS celebrates the many diverse
cultures in our school. Students can learn each other’s languages and have a
little taste of their culture – both literally (recipes!) and figuratively - as well.
The students are the teachers, and they make slides on and present their
languages to the other members, their enthusiasm, is bound to rub off and
the room/club is filled with eagerness to learn and celebrate. The students
who make these slides are also learning social skills, eloquence and
leadership which are great qualities.
ISSUE NUMBER
66

Khhushhali 8P

DECEMBER

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

Our Diwali Assembly
During our time at DGGS, we have had many assemblies giving us a lot of information regarding
COVID-19 and other things related to school. Recently, we have had a special assembly about Diwali and
what it means to celebrate it and its background story. This assembly was led by a few Year 7 students,
including myself, who read out a story of Rama and Sita (the reason behind why Hindus celebrate
Diwali), details about Hindu Gods and about how Hindus celebrate Diwali. There was a nice, educational
video explaining how a Hindu would celebrate Diwali. In the PowerPoint, there were a lot of colourful
pictures showing the joy and happiness of Diwali. There were a lot of interesting facts that were read
beautifully by fellow pupils. Diwali is a very special time for Hindus and sharing it with Year 7 was an
amazing experience. Happy Diwali!
Jesica 7P

Music Lessons
Learning Guitar
“Are there music lessons here?” I asked Ms Petty. I was not certain I wanted to do them, but was
interested to find out what was on offer. DGGS offers guitar lessons, and taking these lessons is one of
the best decisions I have made since starting secondary school.
I am finding the whole experience fascinating and enjoyable as I embark on this journey. My teacher,
Mr Drew, has been very kind to me, teaching me step by step, note by note; chord by chord. The
teachers I have met so far are kind and passionate about what they do and teach for the love of the
instrument itself.
It has been really fun learning the guitar because music, in my opinion is an important life skill to
learn. Research has shown that playing an instrument can improve your memory and even increase
your IQ. In this current pandemic, where mental health issues are increasing, playing an instrument like
the guitar is a great stress reliever. My teacher has made me love the guitar.
Sophia 7C

Learning Piano and vocal
When I started doing my piano and singing lessons, I felt nervous but excited. I felt embarrassed to
sing in front of my teacher at first. I was a beginner and wondered what my teacher would think,
however, the more lessons I took, the more comfortable I became. The teacher helped me learn the
different notes and how I needed to keep my hand position while playing the piano. I am grateful that I
have the opportunity to learn music and I hope to be an amazing pianist like my teacher one day.
Denisha 7H

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Poppy Appeal
For Remembrance Day this year we watched a
PowerPoint presentation at form time and
observed a 2 minute silence in school. Year 7
were able to contribute to the fund raising by purchasing poppies, zippers,
reflectors, wrist bands and slap bands.
Everybody in my class and the other Year 7 classes bought an item and
many of us are still wearing our purchase. We take pride in wearing our
poppies around and outside of school.
In total we raised an amazing £117 which was donated to Poppy Appeal
charities.

Tobi 7H

National Poetry Day 2020
competition results
The three winning poems, chosen from the excellent selection entered in the
DGGS National Poetry Day 2020 competition, are: Endless Days by Amber 7L,
My Chocolate Difficulties by Shivani 8I and The Flaming Sun by Emma 7L.
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My chocolate difficulties
As I hold the luscious slab in my hand,
I think: could this possibly be so grand?
I sneak a peek at its comely wrapper:
Oh my gosh! It looks so dapper.
I try to look away, and to say:
It's not mine!
I really need to pass the time,
But this chocolate looks just sublime!
Maybe, if I have one tiny piece
She won't notice.
Mmm! It tastes like heaven!
It's so good I want seven.
But what's that noise?
Oh no!
My friend wants her chocolate back,
I pull on the wrapper, but it just goes slack.
I can see her turn the corner
But now it's too late to warn her.
I veer around and run
And now my trouble has just begun.
I look in every single store,
I run from door to door to door.
But I can't find any, not one,
Of the chocolates I ate just for fun.
At last, I see a chocolate factory ,
It looks a bit like an art gallery.
Oil paintings of chocolate hung on walls,
And uniformed workers sitting on stools.
That's it! Over there,

Piled up on a tall chair,
The exact same chocolate
As the wrapper I have in my pocket.
I reach up and grab one
As I escape, I bump in to someone!
"Give that back, young lady, there's no one
Who makes this chocolate just for fun
You have to pay the full price
And trust me, we here are just being nice."
As I reluctantly reach into my pocket,
I discover: I have no money but I do have this locket:
It's ancient and special: I don't want to let it go,
But I know,
I'm doing this for my friend, not me.
I offer them the locket,
And their eyes light up with joy,
At this ancient toy.
They offer me not one, not two, but three chocolate
bars!
I accept them and dash off home
My best friend is there!
She's waiting for me on the stair.
Face flushed and eyes shining,
I approach her with good timing.
She's just about to leave,
But I grab her by the sleeve.
I say: "I'm sorry, but I ate your chocolate,
But I got you three of the same bar,
Please accept my present, don't take the problem far."
She looks at me, befuddled, and then she tells me:
"That chocolate was your birthday present!”
Shivani 8I

The Flaming Sun
The flaming sun sinking
Vanishing from sight
Blood red clouds drifting
Into the silent night

Golden sun shining
Through the now emerald trees
Illuminates the start
Of the day and the working bees
Sparkling sun at its peak
A good lunch in hand
Halfway through the day
Sun spreading warmth to all the land

Black trees silhouetted
By a silver moon
Like a framed picture
Dawn will come soon
Red line of sun rising
Blue sky of a sunny day
Hovering unsure mist
Destroyed by a morning ray

The flaming sun sinking
Vanishing from sight
Blood red clouds drifting
Into the silent night
Emma 7L

Well done to all entrants and a huge thank you to Mrs McKenzie for organising the competition!
Mrs Osborne
Head of Year 7 Transition and Support
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Global Goals Partnership
(GSL) Project
2020
Having been involved in the Global Goals project for the last two years, last year’s
groups were unfortunately unable to continue because of Covid-19.
The impact of this has meant the money raised has yet to be used to complete
the projects and we have been unable to run the project this academic year because
of the current restrictions.
We are very proud of the groups:
Global Changers (Eco-sustainability)
Global 8s (Homelessness)
Sapphire (Poverty)
Planet Protectors (Zero Hunger)
All participants worked very hard to raise awareness for their project along with
money through charitable events run at the school. The Year 12 Project Managers
were excellent in terms of organisation and enthusiasm for the projects.
In June, we were notified that unfortunately none of the groups had been
selected to go through to the final, however the feedback received was really
encouraging:
“We have been so impressed by the quality of projects this year and the
meaningful impact young people at Dartford Grammar School for Girls have
delivered and attach a named certificate for each member of the team… we would
like to send our very sincere thanks and congratulations for becoming Global Social
Leaders”
Once restrictions have been lifted. the money raised will be used as intended
(e.g. shoeboxes for homeless in Dartford) and the Eco-Garden started!!

AWS GetIT Competition
Year 8
Despite last year’s Global Goals project group being stopped in their tracks by
Covid-19, myself and Mrs Jenson didn’t want to sit back, so have enrolled
DGGS in the AWS GetIT competition. It is being run by the same organisation
“Future Foundations” who administer the Global Goals programme.
So……
What? AWS GetIT is a fully funded programme delivered in partnership with
Amazon Web Services.
ISSUE NUMBER
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Why? GetIT aims to encourage girls to consider a career in tech and challenge gender stereotypes within
the industry by:






Building design and digital skills
Learning more about technology from industry professionals;
Feeling empowered to break down gender stereotypes;
Gaining confidence and presentation skills;
Considering a career in technology.

Who? The programme sees groups of 12 to 13-year-old students designing an app that makes real, tangible social change within their school or local community.
Where? AWS GetIT 2020/21 will be delivered in the UK, including Scotland and Northern Ireland, Ireland
and Germany.
So far….
1.
Mrs Jenson organised and run the launch assembly for Year 8 students plus is planning an introduction to the project through the students Computer Science lessons
2.
A Google Classroom has been created and there are 68 students registered!
3.
Students have set up working groups (max. 7 members) within their forms due to the current restrictions
4.
The initial focus for the groups is to think about solving issues local to DGGS or the local community!
Next Steps – we have just received the details for the “GetIT Bootcamp”. This is a virtual event where they
will have the opportunity to learn about the different types of technology and careers available in tech and
about how best to design their app.
Ms Curtis
Teacher: Religious Studies and Ethics

Arkwright Engineering
Scholarship Programme
This year, the Arkwright Engineering Scholarship
Programme awarded 300 aspiring engineers one of
whom is our Year 12 student Balazs Szuhodovszky. This
highly respected scholarship is designed to inspire and
equip the next generation of UK engineering talent. Now
heading into its 30th year, the Scholarship provides
young people in the UK with a fully sponsored
programme of hands-on experience, professional
mentorship and careers guidance throughout their Alevels. Congratulations to Balazs on this outstanding
achievement!
With women currently accounting for just 22 percent
of the STEM workforce, the Arkwright Engineering
Programme aims to close the gender gap and support
young people from all backgrounds with the skills and
confidence to change the world through engineering.

Arkwright Engineering Scholars benefit from financial
support, professional mentorship, exclusive networking
opportunities and real-world learning experiences with
leading engineering firms such as the IET, the RAF, Rolls
Royce and Network Rail. The enrichment experiences
offer students a unique opportunity to immerse
themselves in different engineering specialisms and
discover a wide range of exciting career paths, from
aerospace to robotics.
The programme aims to break down the
misconceptions which some young people may have
around working in STEM and offer exposure to inspiring
female engineering role models, as scholars get to
experience first-hand the positive impact which
engineering can have on society.

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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The application process, which involves
an online application, an aptitude exam
and a virtual interview, is designed to
assess students’ engineering knowledge
as well as other key life skills such as
leadership and creative thinking. If
successful, Scholars’ hard work is
rewarded through a nationally recognised
Scholarship certification to supplement
university and apprenticeship
applications. Schools participating in the
programme further receive a £400
donation per awarded Scholar at their
school, which they can utilise for STEM
events and resources to benefit students.

The Arkwright Engineering Scholarship
2021 Programme is now open to all Year
11 students. If you would like to apply for
The Arkwright Engineering Scholarship
Programme, please visit: https://
www.arkwright.org.uk/arkwrightscholarships or email
jdl@dartfordgrammargirls.org.uk for more
information
Ms Last
Curriculum Area Leader: Design and
Technology and Food Preparation and
Nutrition

Last month I was fortunate enough to receive the Arkwright
Engineering Scholarship. This scholarship provides a multitude of
opportunities for students interested in an engineering career. I am
currently reaping the benefits of the scholarship since I have received
£600 towards my studies and engineering interests. I also now have a
very successful and knowledgeable engineering mentor who is able to
advise me in my study and career decisions.
Apart from this, the scholarship also provides industry connect days
and fantastic work experience opportunities whilst also greatly aiding
university applications due to its prestigious reputation. I strongly
recommend applying to this scholarship for anyone in Year 11 who is
interested in engineering. You can start applying now by filling out the
university style online application form and have an engineering project
that you have either completed or are working on; for this I built an fpv
racing drone and also a pelthier effect cooler heater box.
After the application, you sit an aptitude exam based on finding
engineering solutions to problems. If you perform well in these you will
make it to interview stage where you will display your projects and
discuss your engineering ambitions with a panel. If successful in this you
will be awarded with the scholarship and will gain the numerous benefits
stated above. I recommend anyone interested visits their
website: https://www.arkwright.org.uk/ and also speaks to Ms Last who
manages applications in the school.
I wish you all the best with your GCSE examinations and hope to see
students interested in engineering applying for this fantastic opportunity.
Balazs 12B
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Aspiring Medics/Vets/Dentists Update
As part of our Sixth Form program, we run a group for Aspiring Medics/Vets/Dentists and other
healthcare professions. This term has been a busy few weeks for both year groups.
For Year 12, we have started our whole group sessions, and so far we have discussed the application
process timeline, the importance of having high A Level grades and we talked about how to access
virtual work experience. We had our last session this term on 9 th December, which was on UCAT/BMAT
exam details. There are three more sessions planned for the first half term in 2021. On 26 th January,
during period 5, we have a GP talk for our aspiring healthcare professionals in Year 12, which will either
take place in person or virtually, depending on the guidance released nearer the time. This is an
excellent opportunity for students to hear first-hand what it has been like working in healthcare during a
pandemic and will also be a great opportunity to ask questions, especially in the current environment
where students have limited access to healthcare professionals.
Our Year 13 aspiring medics/vets/dentists are in the final stages of their application process, having
sent off their UCAS applications in mid-October, along with our Oxbridge candidates. They all had a
mock interview, run in the commonly used style of MMIs (Multiple-Mini Interviews) at the start of
November. Aspects of this interview were run virtually, as this is how universities are running
interviews this year. Each student had four stations to visit, and at each 5 minute station they were
asked a series of questions. The stations covered quick fire interview questions, medical based
questions, a communication task and an ethics based scenario. The students did extremely well and
each received personalised feedback ahead of their actual interviews, in order for them to have time to
act on advice given. There are several students who have already been invited to attend virtual
interviews and we wish them every success over the coming weeks and months.
Mrs Foley
Director of Science
Lead on Raising Aspirations: Medics

Design a Lab Coat Competition
In March 2020, as part of this year’s science week, we asked students to take part in a National
Competition to design a lab coat. The competition was run by BayLab and the brief was to ‘design
a lab coat that illustrates what science means to you’. This could be illustrations of favourite science
topics, science that affects life on our planet or anything else that makes you think of science and the
bigger picture. The more creative, the better!
We were then asked to select the top 20 designs from our school and then submit them to the
National Competition. Due to the pandemic, the judging of the competition was delayed until October,
when a short list of finalists was selected by BayLab. Two of our students, Muskaan 9C and Sophia 9C,
were short listed.
The staff at BayLab were then asked to vote for their favourite design, and Muskaan’s design won the
competition! This is an excellent achievement, and both students’ designs are fantastic. Muskaan and
Sophia have written an account of what inspired their designs on the following pages.
Mrs Foley
Director of Science

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

12

My Design
I wanted my design to incorporate Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
There’s a little bit of each on my lab coat design. For Biology, there’s the
obvious heart, some plant cells and a couple of bones. For Chemistry,
there’s the molecular structure at the bottom, the particles on the sleeves
and the carbon and oxygen symbols on the pockets. However, I think
Physics was the area I included the most. In Year 7, I gained an interest in
quantum mechanics. This lead me to find out about elementary particles,
thus, I drew the standard model. I also am vastly interested in space, in
fact, my goal is to have a career in astrophysics, so I expressed this by
drawing the solar-system.
I really enjoyed this task because Art and Science are two of my
favourite subjects. It was fun to produce the designs, figuring out what
would go where and being able to use vibrant colours. I am glad I
impulsively joined this contest.
Muskaan 9C
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My Lab Coat Design
I’ve always been particularly interested in Science and took the lab coat competition as an
opportunity to express my interest in Science. When completing the template, I chose to make
references to all three fields of Science: Biology, Chemistry and Physics. For example, I made my
fascination for Biology particularly evident when drawing structures such as the heart and spinal cord,
(which I centralised in my piece). I aspire to be a doctor in the future, and hoped to highlight what
Science means to me in my design.
Sophia 9C

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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The Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award Expeditions
Waterproofs? Check.
Map and compass? Check.
Food and water? Check.
Hat and gloves? Check.
Is that everything? Wait - a couple more things this year - antibacterial gel and
a mask.

It had been a very long wait for the DofE
Expedition weekends this year. What would have been the usual eager
anticipation and build up of excitement prior to the weekends in the Summer
term, at the end of the last academic year turned into a period of much
uncertainty. While the whole world adapted to the ‘new normal’ after the
arrival of Covid-19, the DofE charity and DGGS staff team worked tirelessly to
deliver a DofE programme that still offered a sense of normality among all the
disruption. The DofE was able to introduce a number of flexible options, which
provided virtual options for the Volunteering, Skills and Physical sections; and
also allowed our Expeditions to take place safely and in line with government
guidelines.
Finally, the dates had been confirmed! With the DofE Expedition weekends
being the only extracurricular activity taking place in Term 1, our girls were
leading by example here more than ever. With particular focus on the ‘rule of
six’ where possible, social distancing from members of the public, regular
hand washing or antibacterial gel application, and wearing facemasks
whenever inside, the students at DGGS were true role models in society and
made the Expedition weekends run smoothly.
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While we would normally venture further afield for our weekends, Dartford, Bexley and the surrounding areas had many hidden jewels of nature and history to offer our students. And let’s not forget the joys
of Joyden’s Wood – a common search and rescue ground for the DGGS staff! Aside from the usual sore
shoulders and feet, the students enjoyed and truly appreciated this time with the company and entertainment of good friends. The DofE weekend was a great success and a much-needed event for both the staff
and students – we all needed something to look forward to!

With all the barriers and possible hindrances to the completion of the
DofE programme, I could not be more proud of the resilience, creativity and
perseverance shown by so many of our students in a time like this. Even a
pandemic couldn’t dampen their spirits and stop them from achieving their
goals!
Congratulations on your achievements, girls! I, and the DofE staff at
DGGS, are very proud of you and we hope you will treasure these memories
for years to come.
Miss Al-Rawi
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Centre Co-ordinator

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

16

ISSUE NUMBER
66
DECEMBER

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

17

PAGE

18

STEM Activities
There are a number of great opportunities for you to get involved in STEM
related online activities next term in addition to the Sis-STEM You tube
channel hosted by Kesiena 13F and Alex 13F.
Imperial College London- The Maker Challenge - Are you aged 14-18 years
old and like making, designing and engineering? In over 13 years old virtual
workshops, you'll learn design thinking, 3D printing, laser cutting,
prototyping, coding and more! All from the comfort of your own home.
Applications close at 11:59pm on Sunday 10th January.
Women in Chemistry Making the Difference - provides the opportunity for
girls aged 10-14 years old to engage in creative and enjoyable practical
challenges, linked to current chemical sciences research at UK universities. It
launches in January 2021. Each month a challenge will be shared, along with
accompanying resources to explain the research on which the challenge is
based.
The Large Hadron Collider and the hidden universe - This free online talk
organised by the University of Portsmouth on Wednesday 20th January 2021
5:00pm - 6:30pm puts the LHC under the microscope and discusses what it is
revealing about the hidden subatomic universe.
Drug development as told through the eyes of neutrons Zoom webinar –
Register for this online talk hosted by the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory on
Wednesday 10th February 2021 10:30am - 11:30am to discover how neutrons
are helping in the fight against disease for students aged 16 years old and
over.
Mrs Sanders
Curriculum Area Leader: Physics

Community Actions Skills Sessions
This term Year 12 and 13 have been participating in a wide range of activities as part
of their CAS enrichment programme. Some of the activities included: learning sign
language, knitting for charity, first aid, music performance, chess, debating, shorthand
and touch typing. It has been a very successful term and here are some comments
about their experiences.
Miss Statton
Director of Mathematics
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Yoga has been a very enjoyable experience this last term. It’s been good
learning a new skill that I can use in the future. We have learnt new techniques
such as mindfulness, meditation and learning to be aware of our breath to
release stress. I strongly recommend yoga as a CAS option as you will feel many
different benefits such as better sleep and higher levels or relaxation.
Ella 12B
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Throughout this term I have participated in Yoga for CAS every Wednesday and have found it
thoroughly enjoyable. It has given me the opportunity to practise mindfulness and increase my
flexibility. Especially during weeks I have had assessments it has really helped my stress levels
and allowed me to have an hour where I can focus on my thoughts and my breathing.
Yoga has taught me new breathing techniques and yoga positions that I can replicate at home
whenever I feel stressed. The best part for me was the meditation at the end of the session as it
allowed me to feel calm and relaxed. The skills I have learnt at yoga will help me in the future
and I would love to carry it on as I get older so would highly recommend it to anyone thinking
about trying it.
Maddie 12B

This term, for CAS, I chose yoga because I have always been interested in yoga and its
helpful effects on the mind and body. During yoga, I learnt many different stretches and
poses, such as: downward facing dog, the tree pose, cobra and many more. Yoga is
definitely a relaxing form of exercise. The slow, controlled poses work many of your muscles
and improve your physical health.
Also, at the end of every class, we do a guided meditation. This is excellent for calming a
busy mind or just relaxing after a long day's work.
I really enjoyed the calming yet hard-working atmosphere of yoga and I recommend it
for anyone who likes the idea.

Freya 12A

For CAS, we chose to learn British Sign Language. This course has allowed us to discover more
about what sign language is and the history behind it as well as learn some of the language itself.
We think that sign language is important as it allows us to bridge a communication gap that may
exist with people with hearing impairments. Today, British Sign Language is becoming more and
more relevant and used widely across the country as a means of communication.
We have enjoyed learning how to introduce ourselves in BSL and how to ask and answer
questions as this is useful in everyday life when communicating with other people who may have
hearing impairments. Some of the other topics we have enjoyed learning how to sign about
include: our favourite animals, different types of transport and our hobbies.
The knowledge we have gained in these sessions will be something that we will take with us
into the future and use in our everyday lives. It will allow us to develop new skills for our chosen
careers and it will aid us in communicating with everyone without exclusion. We would encourage
other people to take the course as it is thoroughly enjoyable and sign language is a very useful skill
to have.
Amber 13A and Myuriga 13B

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

19

PAGE

20

For CAS we all chose debating and to speak on behalf of my class. I
can confidently say it was a fantastic decision and has been enjoyable
since the first lesson.
Many of us chose debating as it seemed to be the best option and
the most stimulating. We knew we would explore controversial topics
(such as: Should the rich pay higher taxes? Or, should abortion be
allowed for all women?) which would involve different opinions and
perspectives.
Although debating was a fun outlet, providing us with a break from
constant lessons, we were actually able to learn communication skills; a
valuable competence that an individual needs to express and justify his
line of arguments. This demonstrates that we enjoyed debating while
being educated on the techniques required to win a debate.
Many of us are looking to pursue careers relating to politics, law or
business which all require argumentative skills to persuade others. This
drives us during lectures and keeps us a lot more captivated. This
creates a pleasurable atmosphere in the classroom as everyone is
participating and ready to input their ideas.
Furthermore, we also used different ways to run the debate system,
as not all debates will work in the same manner. Even though
sometimes we ended up defending the side with which we disagreed,
we found ways to still make the most out of it by using all resources
available. This helped us to understand that we may experience certain
circumstances in life, where we have to advocate for the side opposing
our own ideas. An example would be when Theresa May had to fight for
Brexit despite she voted to stay in.
Personally, I believe that selecting debating as my CAS was an
excellent choice, and I look forward to it every week, because I know I
will have a pleasant time. It gives me a chance to voice my opinions and
discover various viewpoints, regarding topics of interest and current
global issues.
Ebuka 12C and Muskan 12C
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I completed first aid for my term 1 CAS option.
First aid is an essential life skill everyone should
learn, as it allows you to calmly respond in a variety
of emergency situations from allergic reactions to
broken bones to choking.
First we must check for danger which is a step
many forget in a high pressure environment, then
we attend to the patient while constantly asking
questions to keep them conscious for a higher
chance of survival.
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We were taught about the symptoms in order to carry out
the correct procedure, for example CPR, mouth to mouth
and abdominal thrusts- all of which we were taught how to
do correctly.
We applied our skills in many role-play situations and
used special first aid dummies to practice on which solidified
our understanding on each topic; furthermore we learnt how
to bandage broken bones and put an arm in a sling which is a
difficult but necessary skill to master and one that everyone
in my class can now do.

Since doing the course I feel comfortable carrying out first aid and have put it into practice many
times due to the number of allergic reactions my mum or myself have. I recommend everyone to take a
class in First Aid as you never know when you might need it, and being trained can help you deal with
the situation at hand and save a life.
Lottie 12D

Philanthropic Update
The Year 12 Philanthropic team have been working really hard this term on a number of events
supporting a range of charities. This includes Harvest Festival and Children in Need (see separate articles).
They are currently taking part in the Ellenor accumulator challenge in which they were given £50 by the
Ellenor hospice and have to use that money to raise as much as possible for this local charity. The
students decided to run a Christmas raffle, “name the elephant” competition and Christmas Jumper Days
for Sixth Form students in the last week of term.
The students have had to be incredibly creative in adapting activities to ensure they meet current
guidance due to Covid-19 but they have done so with positivity and hard work. This has resulted in a total
of £1074.75 being raised for charity so far this year, an amazing achievement! Thank you to everyone who
has supported their events, it is much appreciated by the students and the charities we have supported.
Miss Williams
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Religious Studies and Ethics
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Remembrance Day at DGGS
On behalf of the Philanthropic Year 13 CAS team, we would like to thank
everyone for donating to the poppy appeal and for joining the two minute
silence on Remembrance Day. Despite the situation lockdown has created, the
outcome has been a success as we raised £369.75 for the Royal British Legion
where the money will be used for veterans and families that are affected.
Our Philanthropic CAS team have enjoyed preparing and developing new
ways to support the local and national communities despite the current
pandemic and we’re glad to see that our teamwork has created a successful
outcome. It is so encouraging to see how charitable and generous our school
community continues to be.
As Laurence Binyon says in the poem, ‘For the Fallen’:
To the innermost heart of their own land they are known
As the stars are known to the Night;
As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain;
As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain.
Thank you all for the donations and support towards the Royal British Legion
on Remembrance Day,
Josseth 13B
Year 13 CAS team: Philanthropic
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This year despite the COVID-19 situation we were able to carry on with the traditional Harvest Festival. We
asked each form to create mood boards instead of creating harvest boxes on a theme of their choice. We’ve had
a wide range of unique designs that were sent in. Each form competed for the prize of the best mood board in
the year group. The winners were:

7H

9K

8I

10I

11I

13G

As well as the design competition, students also donated non-perishable items and toiletries. We were blown
away to receive over 80 large bags and boxes of donations. This food was donated to the Dartford Food Bank and
Age UK who will distribute the items to those who are in need. In addition, we received donations of £604.50 via
ParentPay. Dartford Food Bank were delighted to receive this extra money and are going to use it to buy some
Christmas luxuries to add to their food parcels over the coming months. Thank you to everyone for their
generous donations!
Year 12 Philanthropic Team

Children in Need
Children in Need week occurred on the week beginning 9th November and was a huge success. Many participated
throughout the week to raise money for Children in Need. This included an art competition in which one was to
design a Pudsey poster/model/animation. Well done to Amy 8C who came first with her animation, Bianca 9C and
Sofia 7K as runners up. Thank you to everyone who applied, the amount of amazing hard work put in was absolutely
wonderful to see. The art competition raised £32, whilst the selling of donuts to students in Sixth Form also raised
an impressive £47.46.
Throughout the week, the Philanthropic team also sold raffle tickets which amounted to an outstanding amount
of £210.73. The sense of community on Friday the 13th was heartwarming as we saw many dress up in spotty
accessories to support a good cause. We raised £94.04 on Friday alone.
Altogether we raised an impressive total of £384.23 The fact that we all came together, despite Covid-19, to
work towards a common cause that allows those in difficult situations to access the help they need, really shows
how anything is possible.
On behalf of the Philanthropic team, I would like to thank you tremendously for taking part and supporting this
wonderful cause. Finally, a special thank you to Miss Williams and Mrs Kidd, for allowing us to take part in this
unique fundraising opportunity.
Iesha 12B

Bianca
9C

Sofia 7K

Amy
8C
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Christmas Card Design
Competition
We had a huge number of entries for this year's DGGS Christmas card
competition from students from all year groups. The quality and creativity
of the entries was so impressive that we found it particularly hard to choose
a winner this year, so in a break from tradition, instead of one winner, we
selected 2 joint winners: Elodie 7I and Tami 11L. After all, anything goes in
2020!
Both students created designs featuring the school building, with Elodie
drawing the school inside a snow globe, and Tami submitting a digital design
with Santa flying his sleigh above a snow-covered DGGS.
Huge congratulations to our winners and well done to everyone who
took part.
Ms Bamsey
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Art & Design

Elodie 7I

Tami 11L
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Sporting Students
I really enjoy all sports but currently I do running,
swimming, dancing and horse riding. During lockdown, I
started running as something to keep myself occupied
and as I progressed, I joined Central Park Athletics, in
which I train twice a week (although I have been unable
to due to the second lockdown). I also swim for Dartford
District Swimming Club, where I train 3 times a week. I
have been doing this since I was 7 years old and have
competed regularly. I have also represented the school in
this sport since Year 7.

Millie 10P

My favourite sport is football. I gained interest in playing football last year and
was accepted into a league team in December 2019. Ideally, we train on Saturdays
and play a league match on Sundays, however due to the unforeseen circumstances
this has been greatly disrupted.
I have a huge passion for football in particular but also enjoy many other sports
such as high jump, long distance runs,
cultural dancing etc. As well as enjoying
the sport, my teammates and coach have
made football an even more fun sport. As
we have only been consistently playing for
two months this season, we have not yet
received any awards but hope to do so
when everything becomes normal!

Smareeka 9L (wearing red)
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Sporting Staff
During lockdown, like many of you, I began doing the Joe
Wicks workout. However, I'm not very good at exercising in
front of the TV and indoors and so was therefore inspired to pick
up my running shoes again and took time to go out in the fresh
air and either run or walk.
Stuck in a house with a 2 year old and 4 year old, was also
quite 'interesting' at times and so we also found time each week
to go onto Youtube and follow Cosmic Kids Yoga, which certainly
helped to calm us all down!
When lockdown eased and things began to open up again
and we moved into the summer holidays, I also took the opportunity to take up exercise activities that I hadn't taken part in for
a very long time, including swimming, cycling and horse riding.
Getting back into a swimming pool was amazing and the horse
riding was both nerve racking but also fantastic. Cycling is much
easier without the kids sat on the back of the bike!
Since coming back to school, I have continued to do the odd
run, have cycled to school every now and again and I have made
use of the school pool with some other staff members... the
horse riding is back on hold again!
Exercise to me is about enjoyment, keeping fit and escapism.

Mrs Westergaard
Curriculum Area Leader: Drama
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The Library is quiet. As it should be.
But all of you students, it would like to see.
The Year 12 bubble come in and work
But no-one else can come in and lurk.
Books are still borrowed, brought round in a basket,
Your Librarian delivers, it is her task. It
Isn’t the same, as she likes to sit
And welcome you in, maybe chat a bit,
At a book club or maybe give recommendationsStudent Librarians too should get commendations.
They look after the books and give great advice,
For them to be in the Library would also be nice.
But don’t just take my word for all this.
Here are words from fellow students you just shouldn’t miss…
Mrs Hickman
School Librarian

The DGGS library has always been a very special place to me. I remember attending the
open day in Year 6, being absolutely mesmerized by all of the books and sections and vowing
to myself that I’d spend as much time in there as possible. I surely lived up to my promise. As
soon as I gained my library card in Year 7, I checked out as many books as I could, as many
times as I could, until I had finished reading list upon reading list. becoming a student librarian
and helping out in the library every chance I could get, even before I had acquired my badge.
However, this year, it has been especially hard to keep up with my promise. Not only
because of the tight COVID-19 restrictions across the school, but because of the hard work I am
putting into my Sixth Form studies, gave less opportunities for reading and helping out in the
library. I didn’t know how much I could miss roaming freely in the library, flicking through the
new books and talking to my friends in other years about the books I was reading at the time.
In this climate, it’s especially hard to do these things, however it’s not all bad. Any
opportunity I can get I help out in the library with cataloguing, talk with Mrs Hickman and look
through the new selection of books. My enthusiasm for reading hasn’t wavered, and I’m still
keeping up with reading challenges I have set for myself. However, one thing is for certain - as
soon as everything opens up again and it is safe to walk around the school freely, I will be
excited to sit in the library with a good new book.
Ithill 12G
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Hello everyone and welcome back to DGGS, as you know COVID19 has very much changed our school in many ways and we have been
put under restrictions to try and keep the spread of the virus under
control. However, that is not the only way our school has changed,
another way is our library. Unfortunately, our library is currently not
open to visit. However, the librarian, Mrs Hickman, has been visiting
each Year 7, 8 and 9 form every 3 weeks. In addition, the library has
organised a new club to be run within each form by students (chosen by
the librarian) called ‘Reading Reps’. This club is called ‘Not just a Book
Club’ (this may vary depending on whether the student in the form
wishes to change it). As the name suggests this club is meant to branch
out to reading things other than just books.
Sajetha 8K

My relationship with the Library is growing stronger every day! Not
just because I'm a Reading Representative, but because of our regular
visits from our lovely librarian: Mrs Hickman! Her visits are great to
look forward to as they include fun discussions and informative
debates!
As Manasi 7C and I were chosen to be the form reading reps,
which was an absolute honour that was given to us, we decided to
start our own book club called Not Just A Book Club! I advise all forms
should do this as it is a great pastime during Form Time! Our first club
meeting was a hit with the other students and even our form tutor
enjoyed it! We do fun activities and debates and sometimes have
informative conversations!
To summarize this, I think that our DGGS Library has opened new
doors for me!
Aisosa 7C
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