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Without a doubt, the last 8 months have
been extremely challenging for so many
members of our school community. We know
that Covid-19 has had an enormous effect on
students, staff, parents/carers, governors and
trustees, as well as our local communities. At
this time, it is more important than ever that
we think of others, we are kind,
compassionate and understanding of each
other. I am very proud of how our school
community has come together and shown
great resilience and thoughtfulness during
this time.
After so long absent from school, it was
lovely to welcome all students back
to school in September. New Year 7
and Year 12 students settled in very
quickly and in all year groups, we
have been very impressed with
students' attendance, punctuality,
behaviour and general approach
towards their studies; it has been
excellent to see their enthusiasm
for being in school and learning in
the classroom once again. Students
have responded very maturely to
our essential new arrangements and ways of
working, and we will continue to remind all
students about the necessary measures that
are in place for the safety of everyone.
Parents’/carers’ support with reiterating the
importance of following the rules is very
much appreciated.
After the excellent GCSE and A Level
results achieved by Year 11 and Year 13 last
year in such difficult circumstances, our
current Year 11 and Year 13 have
demonstrated great determination and a very
strong work ethic to do their very best.
Following their internal assessments in
September, students have received important
feedback from their teachers to enable them
to identify their strengths and the areas they
need to work on. The assessment information
is also vital for teachers to aid their planning
to support all students to achieve their
potential in the coming months.
Students in other year groups will be
undertaking assessments during Term 2.

Although we have been unable to run our
usual wide variety of extra-curricular clubs
and activities this term because of Covid-19
restrictions, students have had the
opportunity to participate in House Events,
including collecting food for the local food
bank and Help the Aged. Donations from
parents/carers have been very much
welcomed too, especially at this challenging
time.
Unfortunately trips and visits have not
been possible, however at the end of Term 1,
students were able to complete their Bronze
and Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Expeditions after these were
postponed last year. Special
arrangements were put in place to
ensure that strict health & safety
measures were adhered to in line
with government guidelines. I am
very appreciative of the staff who
accompanied the students over
several weekends to make it
possible, in very difficult
circumstances.
It is hoped that more trips may be
able to resume in the coming months, and we
already have a Year 13 local fieldwork trip
planned for A Level Geography students.
In the last 3 weeks of term, the Head Student
Team organised a series of excellent form
time activities for Black History Month, with
the themes of Education, Changing Your
Mindset and Celebration.
One of our key School Development Plan
Priorities this year is to work with members of
our school community to develop our
collective knowledge and understanding of
the rich diversity of our school and wider
communities. We will be prioritising this area
of our school development and work next
term. We have much we can learn from the
students in our school, and they can learn
from each other, with us, together.
In these uncertain times, I hope that all
our families keep healthy and safe.
Sharon Pritchard
Headteacher
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Governor News
On behalf of Governors I would like to
congratulate students and staff on the
excellent results achieved last year for
GCSE and A Level examinations albeit in
unique and very challenging
circumstances. Our students achieved
many notable successes and the results in
these public examinations continue to
improve year on year and are a testament
to the hard work and dedication of the
students and staff alike, coupled with the
much-valued support from parents/
carers. We wish all students continued
success in the future.
The start of this academic year has
been a very different experience for all
students and staff as we have had to
adapt the school environment to meet
DfE guidelines as a result of COVID-19.
Mrs Pritchard, the Senior Leadership
Team and staff have all worked extremely
hard to ensure a safe and secure
environment for everyone and they and
the students must be commended on the
way they have adapted so well to the
new routines and have followed all of the
new guidelines which are currently in
place at the school. These are very
different to what students will have
experienced in the past but are and will
remain essential for the coming months it
seems.
Governors are not coming in to school
at the present time in line with guidance
from the DfE and National Governance
Association. Meetings are held via Zoom

and I continue my regular meetings with
Mrs Pritchard by telephone.
Many of the traditional events that
would have taken place this term have
sadly not been able to happen due to
COVID-19, including Prize Giving, Open
Evening and Open Morning events for
prospective Year 7 students for
September 2021, however, an excellent
series of videos have been prepared
which are available on the school website
for parents and prospective students to
view to get a feel for what DGGS has to
offer.
DGGS is a very special place and we
firmly believe that the opportunities and
the quality of education afforded to all
students who come to the school are
second to none. We are very proud of
how our staff, students and parents have
coped with the challenges this term and
thank them for their resilience, patience,
understanding and support.
Should you wish to contact the
Governing Body on any matter please
contact me via the school e-mail address
or in writing c/o the school.
Finally, I would like to wish you all a
very restful and
enjoyable break.
Please stay safe.

Janice Brooke
Chair of Governors

Year 7 Art ‘Lockdown Still Life’
Drawing Competition
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For the last 3 lessons of the previous academic year, Year 7 (who are now Year 8)
took part in a drawing competition whereby they had to create their own ‘Lockdown
Still Life’ arrangement aiming to use objects in their home which represented aspects
of what lockdown life looked like for them.
For the competition, students drew their still life, trying to be as accurate as
possible, adding lots of tone and texture with pencil.
The Art department wishes to thank everyone for all their efforts in taking part.
We received some excellent entries which made our judging very difficult, however
the students on the following pages were selected as winners.
The overall winner, Sereena 8C was selected for her fabulous and detailed
drawing - very well done!
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Sereena 8C - Overall winner

8C winner: Mufaro

8H winner: Haadiya

8I winner: Sue

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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8K winner: Kiesha

8L winner: Sophie

8P
winner: Ravitreni

A big congratulations to each of you for your fantastic drawings and well
done to the whole year group for all of your hard work on these drawings and
also for your continued efforts over the lockdown period.
We hope you all had a great summer, and we were so pleased to welcome
you all back into school in September.
ISSUE NUMBER
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Mrs Field
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Art and Design
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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During the school closure last academic year, some students expressed their creativity through writing
fantastic short stories and poems. Here are two exceptional examples from Deborah in Year 8 and Sue in
Year 7.
Ms Parker
Curriculum Area Leader: Key Stage 4 English

Macbeth Narrative Writing “Guilt”
Bitter rain cascades from the leaden sky outside as random flashes of lightning illuminate the bleak,
dark hallway. Everywhere is shrouded in darkness as the woman struggles to find her bearings from the
meagre light she has become accustomed to. Of course, the old version of herself would have bought
quality light bulbs - but this new, transformed woman can barely afford the family’s electricity bills. She
treads silently towards the living room, her bare feet tracing the oriental pattern of the Chinese rug - the
only quality furniture her family owns. Ferocious winds scream from the turbulent storm outdoors,
mirroring her whirlwind of emotions. Sweating with anxiety, she gently places her hand on the cold,
rusting steel of the door handle. Does she have the courage to do this?
A hurricane of emotions rages inside of her head as she struggles to bring her thoughts into
equilibrium. Her motive is to announce the divorce to her husband - so why is her hand refusing to turn
the door handle? The uncertain thoughts passing through her head soon intensify to a torrent of doubt.
‘Surely, my husband is to blame,’ she muses, while trying to block out his pitiful wails from inside of the
living room as he pleads with his boss on the phone.
“Please, have mercy! I need this job desperately!”
Her grip tightens on the handle. What a useless husband he is.
Six evenings ago, this same man had come home and announced that he had been made redundant what a night it had been. She cringes as she reminisces the way she had hurled horrible names at him, the
way she had relentlessly scathed her husband’s ego. What use is an unconventional husband who cannot
support the family? Does he not realise that she has children? Questions, questions and more questions.
They run through her head as she remembers that horrific night: the night that she killed her husband
with her words.
A sliver of doubt creeps up the woman’s neck, making its way to the chambers of her mind. She
assumes the eerie sensation is simply a chill from the icy cold night - but even she herself knows better. Is
she the partner that has caused this dilapidated relationship? Her eyes widen with shock as she is suddenly
hit with this revelation. She has been labelled an egotist, and a friend of chaos, by many of her friends even her husband constantly complains that she is the dysfunctional wife in their marriage. Each of her
sins piles upon her shoulders, burden after burden. All the times when she called him worthless and fit for
nothing, flood back to her like a tidal wave. Each time, her acrid words had sliced mercilessly at his love
for her. Guilt clings to her like a garment. How has she been so blind?
Her eyes gleaming with newfound determination, she pushes open the door. Certain of what she must
do, she kneels down in front of him, her face a picture of shame and guilt. She knows that even if she
were to confess her sins from today till the day she dies, she would still need more time. Therefore, she
opens her mouth and simply whispers one word.
“Sorry.”
Her husband - her loving, affectionate, loyal husband - locks eyes with her, and in an instant, all of the
hate, disgrace and trauma that he has suffered melts away. They hug tightly - a unique hug that seems to
last forever. At that moment, this couple knows that they may both be jobless; they may soon become
poor; they may even be evicted, but the only thing that matters most is that they are in this together.
Deborah - 9K
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Sue 8I wrote the following three poems during lockdown. Sue
describes “The New Normal” as a poem she wrote at in the early stages
of lockdown, to describe her feelings.
The final poem “A Sense of Beginning” was written shortly after
lockdown ended and Sue’s objective was for the poems to show how far
her feelings progressed over the duration and was used as a source of
motivation for herself.

The ‘New Normal’
My tongue tied and my throat dry,
Egg dribble on my best tie,
I fill with shock and I fill with horror,
So the lion fell in love with the lamb,
And here we are in quarantine, ever so sad,
Up was blue till up was black,
Now closed into a cage feeling like I might have a heart
attack,
If walls could talk, life sure would be a joke,
Spread around me making me choke,
Taking risks is all about life,
But is it really worth it if it costs a life?
Minor things,
Reunited and still,
Grows us to the people we want to be real,
Focus,
Focus on yourself,
Quit the dim lights and break your walls,
Every reward comes with a consequence,
Now all over the world’s continents,
Every little detail ,
Every little touch,
Meant nothing till now and such,
The ‘new normal’,
The new life,
Meant nothing till now and such.
ISSUE NUMBER
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Sue 8I
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The Great Attack
Fingers numb and raw,
Lips no longer rosy red,
My breath deteriorates ,
Blood drips gradually,
Helpless and uncertain,
I wince at the wound,
Clasp my hands around the bite,
I beg for help to arrive soon,
Death knocks at the door,
Waves crash and splash,
Soaking me wet,
My mind spins round and round,
I struggle to prise my eyes open,
My heart in my mouth,
A figure darts towards me,
jaws wide open and teeth ever so sharp,
Death has become impatient,
I plummet into the water,
Screaming in agony,
Aghast and willing to escape,
My emotions stab me through the heart,
As piercing as shark teeth,
The great attack kills me,
Run for your life if you see them in the
sea.
Sue 8I

A Sense of Beginning
I uncurl my fingers,
My nose wrinkles at the scent that lingers,
‘A new change is all that you need’,
They say to me,
But it’s not what I want to believe,
No, it’s not what I want to believe,
Why risk your life for a few moments of happiness,
I swallow myself in sadness,
The world is in pieces so that’s all I will be,
All I will be,
Blink your tears back until your heart cracks,
Devote yourself to a hardworking life until you feel
trapped,
‘These are the moments of your life you don’t
want to miss as a tween’,
They say to me,
I am stuck in between,
No way out, I am stuck in between,
The protective barrier I built around me,
Gradually chips away with a sense of priority,

I flex my fingers,
I inhale the tempting scent that lingers,
‘Be brave, Sue’
I say to me,
I run free,
With a sense of priority, I run free.
Sue 8I

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Spirited Arts Competition
In June and July of the last academic year, we gave our Year 8 students the
challenge and opportunity of creating pieces of art for the national Spirited Arts
Competition. Students were given different themes to explore, raising
questions such as: what words are holy? Where is God? are we spoiling God’s
good earth and do we have a duty to protect it?
Ms Curtis, Miss Williams and Miss Watson were bowled over by the depth
and reflection shown in the work created by our students. They demonstrated
the ability to think outside the box, to analyse personal assumptions and to
express their beliefs. With freedom to develop their ideas in a variety of
directions, there were pieces about current events, morality and spirituality.
Work was judged on originality, craftsmanship and (most importantly)
excellent RS. The top 10 pieces have won the chance to be submitted to the
national competition. We have also awarded the Top Three within DGGS and
they will be receiving certificates for their excellent work. It is my pleasure to
announce these winners:
Eliska 9C:
Hoorain 9I:
Sindy 9H:

Gold (artwork shown below)
Silver
Bronze

Miss Watson
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Religious Studies
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For my piece of art, I decided to do two sketches of human side profiles, to
portray the difference between people who only speak wise words and don’t
act upon them and those who do. On the left side, there is the person who only
speaks holy words. I wrote the words “wise words” coming from this person’s
mouth, suggesting that even though they may speak intelligent words, they
don’t have an effect and I chose to represent this by not actually using quotes.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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I also only put one word inside the head of this person, “foolish”, showing that they should not just be
speaking of great things but should mean them and apply them to their way of living. Then the other side
is the one who listens to the wise words and changes for the better. For this side, I used real quotes and
made the words look as if they were radiating from the character. By this, I was trying to suggest that
those words/ actions of that person were effective and were making a difference- not only affecting them
but others. I also filled this person’s side profile with some words that show us how the person is changed
by listening to the holy words. In my artwork, there is a crack separating the two people symbolising that
they are very different and because the crack is not big, I also tried to use this to present how easily one
person could become the other so we should all try to be the one who acts on the words, because it really
doesn’t take much.
My piece connects to religion by showing one of Buddha’s quotes and also portraying the importance
of listening to good advice. For my artwork, I decided to use Buddha’s quote “However many holy words
you read, however many you speak, what good will they do if you do not act upon them?”. This quote was
my inspiration because I agree with it and I think it may be one of my favourite quotes because it is one
that many people should remember - including myself and this is why I think this is a very important
message to spread.
Eliska 9C
Sindy 9H

Elizabeth 9K

Millie 9K

Temitope 9K

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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National School Sports Week
Dartford Grammar School for Girls had an excellent week in June
celebrating National School Sports Week, with students engaging in a week of
virtual sporting challenges.
With young people due to miss out on their main school sports day this
summer, the Youth Sports Trust took its annual National School Sports Week
campaign beyond the school gates to parents and families at home.
Students created their own plans of the different sporting challenges they
wanted to participate in daily with their families, and over virtual meetings to
keep active!
It was a superb week! It was encouraging to see the students using their
creativity and innovation to celebrate sport and PE through a week of
challenges. Students could choose from a range of activities from track and
field, team sports and artistic challenges throughout the week.
What shone out from our school community was the power of sport to
unite people through these unprecedented times. We passionately believe
that sport and play can bring life- changing benefits for all young people
supporting their well-being, building life skills such as confidence, resilience
and determination.
Miss Charge
Teacher: Physical Education
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Virtual Sports Day 2020
The ongoing circumstances around Covid-19 did not stop us from hosting our annual Sports Day last
academic year, however it was with a few changes. We were unable to be together at school, but it did
not stop us from being active and competing in a variety of events.
Events were designed so everyone could compete with minimal equipment needed, all elements of
fitness were accounted for from stamina to coordination and we were also able to allow the
community to demonstrate their individual talents.
Students had the opportunity to participate in a range of virtual PE sessions led by their PE teachers
ranging from cheerleading, Pilates and tennis related fitness and skills. In the afternoon, students
represented their houses and participated in a traditional athletics sports day with a twist! Students
had the opportunity to win points for their houses through the completion of a number of activities,
with added bonus points based on their overall finishing position.
We wholeheartedly hope that everyone enjoyed taking part and embracing this year's Sports Day in
less than ideal circumstances.
Thank you to our families who were at home: it was great to see families and households be so
supportive of our students and staff.
The overall results of all the events can be found on our website.
Miss Charge
Teacher: Physical Education

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Year 7 - My first few weeks at DGGS
On the first day of school, I was extremely nervous, but I found it really easy to
settle in, and I had fun meeting new people and all the different teachers. Everyone
was super helpful and I was able to smoothly transition from primary school to
secondary school.
I loved having so many different classes because in primary school the class space
and equipment were limited. I thought the art room and the science labs were very
interesting because there was so much room and equipment which I had never seen
before. It was really exciting to be able to dive so deep into a subject, which I wasn’t
able to do before. For example, I really enjoyed History class, since I was able to learn
about the gruesome truth about the past, and I also enjoyed DT class since I was able
to work together with other people and make food.
In addition, I was happy that we were able to spend our lunch outside, even with
the strict COVID rules and so many students from different years. I was grateful that
the school managed to organise and change so many rules for us to have the
opportunity to attend school. I was able to make so many friends with people from
my form and I even managed to make friends with other people from different forms.
I think DGGS gave me a big opportunity to learn, and having so much freedom and
being able to learn about all these subjects was amazing, and I can’t wait to learn
more throughout the school year.
Millie 7K
I have been very, very happy since starting at DGGS. I have made many new friends
and learned the names of everybody in my class, All of my teachers are kind and
funny; they make me enjoy learning. I have not had to go to SS1 for any reason
whatsoever.
I have been coping really well with all the varied subjects and haven’t received any
Yellow Cards. I find all the subjects interesting and entertaining. I have also had no
trouble finding my way to classes which are not held in my form room. I really look
forward to continuing my learning at DGGS.
I have also been assigned the role of Form Captain and have really enjoyed this role
and helping my classmates.
Tobi: 7H
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So many strange, new faces smiling at me… it felt weird that these girls, some
chatting, some reading, were going to be the people I would be spending a a lot of
time with and sharing memories. It was a huge confidence boost when I was voted
Form Captain for 7P: straight after finding this out (at break time), I walked to the
girls’ toilets, locked myself into one of the cubicles and did a mini squeal/yelp of happiness.
I have enjoyed so much at DGGS, the subjects are so thorough and interesting
compared to primary school. The teachers are inspirational , teaching in ways that
make me eager for the new lesson, the students are all very friendly and welcoming.
By far, my favourite lessons are Art and History, in which I have learnt a lot of things
already! However, I have also enjoyed Science, as well as Food Technology, where I
have made bread rolls and fruit salads which was a lot of fun.
Now, thankfully, I can name everyone in my class, along with most of my teachers
and have said many lovely “!Holas!” and “Guten Tag!” (especially to my language
teachers) as well as just normal “Hello’s!” to peers. This also includes a rather shy
conversation with Mrs Pritchard, before exchanging goodbyes. I could not be happier knowing I’m going to be taking steps towards my future with these people behind
me.
Rosie 7P
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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My first few weeks at DGGS have been a rollercoaster ride so far, but I have loved every second of it. Since I
came to this wonderful school, I have made many new friends and have had some really fun lessons. I love that
there is a big variety of subjects such as Science and Dance. I have been taught subjects that I hadn’t covered in
Primary School and it is really interesting to learn so many new things. Even though due to Covid-19, the current
Year 7 students haven’t had the usual transition to secondary school from primary school, I have realised the big
difference is taking more responsibility and being the youngest children in the school again.
A few fun experiences so far at DGGS for me have been: having a fun debate about whether people should be
home schooled or not, learning about the basics of subjects, making new friends and making friends with my
classmates, and last but not least, making bread rolls in Food Tech - Yum!
Something else I love about DGGS is the AMAZING food, as there is a large variety to choose from and all
reasonably priced. As we all know, because of Covid-19, we haven’t been able to go through to all areas of the
school buildings, but as we get back to normal, I hope we will be able to explore all parts of the school - especially
the library because I love reading! Especially fiction.
I feel that rewards and sanctions are a good way for us to learn things and boost our confidence and sanctions
are just a reminder to be more organised. I have loved my time at DGGS so far and I hope the rest of my time here
will be as fun and exciting as these past few weeks.
Jessica 7C

There are many things I have enjoyed since starting DGGS, one of which is learning new skills in lessons
like Food Technology - so far we have made bread and fruit salad. I am also really enjoying PE because I
love sports. We are currently learning cricket in PE and even though this isn’t a game I enjoy, the lessons
are still so fun.
I also enjoy lunch time and trying the different food.
The language I am learning is Spanish and I am enjoying this lots; Spanish is a lesson everyone in my
class looks forward to.
Amber 7L

On 4th September 180 students began their first day at DGGS; just the beginning of their journey. I can say
for certain that during these first few weeks at DGGS, my form and I have thoroughly enjoyed everything.
Secondary school is a huge transition to adapt to compared to primary school, but I think we have settled in
really well. Our form tutor has helped with this immensely as she was in the same boat as us, considering it
was her first year here too. All teachers have been so supportive and I have found meeting all my classmates
and teachers very enjoyable.
When I started at DGGS, I was met with such a welcoming atmosphere and this was so reassuring. Seeing
how nervous I was, I’m sure this applies to other students too! By the time I had finished the first day and a
half, I felt so ready to plunge into my first ever lessons of the week.
To get aother student’s opinion, I asked Raieja 7I, what her feeling about our first couple of weeks was: “As
much as I would have loved a tour around the school, I knew it would be something to look forward to once
everything is back to normal.
When I walked out of school on my first day, I absolutely could not wait for Monday and to do it all over
again! I just knew that after just one day, I had made life-long friendships. As frustrating as it is to not be able
to move rooms, we know that it is all for a good reason and hopefully soon everything will switch back to
normal, I can’t wait to be able to use the school swimming pool.
Overall, I am so excited for my future years at DGGS and I feel I must also mention how amazing the school
canteen food is!
Elodie 7I

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Returning to school
Feedback from students has been extremely positive, and in a recent survey
many commented on how much they enjoyed seeing their friends and teachers
and getting back into their lessons and having 'proper teaching' again.
Here is a selection of the many comments made:

Year 7
I have had a lot of fun that includes making friends/learning new topics and
subjects and knowing the school and on the whole, becoming a proper
DGGS student!
I like that I've been able to make new friends and enjoy a new range of
lessons that we didn't really do in primary school. The teachers have been
patient and really helpful.
I have managed the homework very well and have already learnt so much.
People at school are extremely kind and helpful. I have made so many
amazing friends who all have different hobbies and personalities.
All my teachers are really nice and I feel lucky to be in an amazing school :)
I really like my teachers and I am really looking forward to understanding all
my subjects in depth and all the fun activities the teachers have planned for
us.

Year 8
I have loved getting back to school and learning with all my friends;
I really enjoyed seeing my teachers again as well as new ones. Also, seeing
how much my classmates changed was a bit surprising! However I really like
the fact that each Year has different entrances and times, it makes me feel a
lot safer!
I think school started very smoothly and we finally met our classmates after
quite a while.
Personally, I am happy to be back to school in a classroom and to be finally
having lessons face to face with my teachers and classmates. I am finding all
new topics in Year 8 very interesting and fun and I can’t wait to
see what else we will be learning about this year!
ISSUE NUMBER
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The teachers really welcomed us back to school on the first day.
Everyone is sanitising their hands and the lessons are still fun.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Year 9
I feel I am making good progress in all my subjects, I am gaining lots of house points and
am enjoying the start of my GCSE courses.
The teachers are understanding and nice given the circumstances and are helping us in any
way they can at the moment.
Everything has been clear and I haven’t been confused with all the changes in school.
All our teachers have really helped us settle into the new normal and made it easy and fun
to start preparing for GCSEs.
I have really enjoyed being back and I am so grateful to be having proper teaching again. I
do not feel so nervous anymore.
I have appreciated the organised areas and clear guidelines as well as the introductory
lessons to our GCSEs.

Year 10
It has been easy to settle back into school as the instructions have been nice and clear
(the signs around the schools also help).
It has been nice to come back to school and see all of my teachers and my form.
I like all the activities we are doing for Black History Month.
I have enjoyed my lessons at school and feel like I have learnt a lot in my lessons.
The ‘bubbles’ are good. We definitely aren’t mixing very much.

The lessons have been really straightforward and easy to understand. Even though we
are not allowed to be closer than 6 feet from our teachers I have still been able to
receive help if I do not understand the work so even with the new restrictions my
learning has not been affected.

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Year 11
The tests have been useful in finding gaps in my knowledge and my ability
to answer exam style questions.
I have done all of my exams and I am learning from my results what I need
to improve on in the future. I now know where I have gaps in each subject
and what I have to do to improve my grades. Also I have enjoyed
seeing all of my friends again and being back to somewhat normal.
I feel that I have settled into year 11 well and that the exams I have
completed all went pretty well, and that I was able to cope well with them
without feeling too overwhelmed. I like that teachers will be able to
identify our weaker areas and then work on them before the next set of
exams.
I have enjoyed seeing everyone at school and being taught in school
instead of online.
I really enjoyed the Duke of Edinburgh expedition - it was something nice
to look forward to.
I have really appreciated the environment of the school, how amazing and
hard working the whole community has been with battling these hard
times and how everyone is powering through.
I feel as though I have really started Year 11 off on the right foot and I am
making vast improvements to my learning strategies.
I have enjoyed being back in lessons and learning new content in most of
my subjects. I’ve also enjoyed getting back feedback on the tests we just
completed. It’s been good getting back to normality and having a
good routine at school.

Year 12
The positives have been seeing my friends again, making new friends and
taking subjects that I absolutely love with incredible teachers that I absolutely
adore.
I'm enjoying the added freedom sixth form students get so I can plan my time
around my schoolwork with more flexibility.
Everyone has been very welcoming, both teachers and students. I am really
enjoying all the subjects I am taking.
ISSUE NUMBER
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I have appreciated my peers and the social environment in school. Everyone is
really warm and welcoming.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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The bubble systems work really well and the response from teachers by email has been really good
especially if we can't see them. I like the amount of choice we have in areas of studying. I like how the
toilets are always filled with sanitary stuff for us.
I have fitted in well and made lots of new friends.
Student Support and my new Head of Year have been great.
The internal students have been really welcoming

Year 13
It has been positive getting back to school and being able to have teachers teach you face to
face rather than it being online. Seeing everyone in my year and being back in a school
environment.
I have liked being back in school, socialising and seeing people as well as actually being
taught by teachers, I definitely prefer being back in school.
The first lessons back have been really useful in refreshing what we did over lockdown and
identifying areas which are not understood so well.
I have enjoyed seeing friends, understanding what areas I need to work on from the test
feedback and learning sign language for CAS.
It has been nice being back at school and having more social contact with my peers and the
teachers.
Learning has been much easier with real life contact and the stresses of understanding
content by myself have been massively reduced.
I have appreciated our teachers' supportive approach from the start of term.

Miss Kellett
Deputy Headteacher
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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A Year 8 Published Author
Hello everyone, I am Ravitreni 8P and I would like to share my experience
of how I have written a book.
It was a few months since lockdown started (roughly the start of July) when
my brother was preparing for the 11+. I was 12 years old then. He wanted an
example of creative writing therefore I wrote a descriptive paragraph about a
castle and its environment.
I lost myself while writing this story and somehow ended up with several
pages, enough for 3 chapters. I showed this to my parents. They read it and
asked me to complete the story to see if we could turn it into a book.
At that point I wasn’t very confident with my story nor did I think it was
actually going to be published.
I proceeded to write the story and my work was proofread by Mrs
Mackenzie. After that, I took a long break before writing the second half as I
was caught up with work and that was it.
One night I suddenly woke up, with a spark of inspiration. I don’t know
what happened but before I knew it I was writing the second half of the story.
It was proofread again, I edited my story, then my dad decided to publish my
book on Amazon Kindle.
After a week or so it was uploaded and it is now available on Amazon Kindle
and a paperback copy is also accessible. Please do read my book “The Lost
Realms of Stargeth” which stars a little boy called Charles and be a part of his
journey!
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If anyone would like to write a book in the future, I suggest you jot down
any ideas on your phone, in a notebook or wherever you want that will be
convenient for you to revisit your ideas. If you have a place to write down your
ideas it will be easier for you to keep track of characters and their
backgrounds, names and hobbies etc..
If you need any more suggestions or have any questions I would be pleased
to answer them! Thank you!
Ravitreni 8P
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Wider reading and opportunities for A Level
Psychology students
One of the main reasons people opt for an A Level in Psychology is because they have an interest in
Forensic Psychology - understanding criminal behaviour. Unfortunately, it’s one of the few units that
our GCSE and A Level course do not cover, but we encourage students to seek wider reading and
opportunities to find out more about it.
Safiyah 13D is one of our subject prefects and she has been reading around the topic of Forensic
Psychology. She also had an opportunity to attend a one week course on the subject at Villiers Park
earlier in the academic year. She has summarised what she has learnt below to share with others who
might be interested in the topic, or interested in Psychology as a subject.
Mrs Akingbuwa

The Many Faces of Forensic Psychology
Since the world established a word for criminality, it has been the utmost priority for some to
understand it. From scientists to psychologists to Netflix originals, everyone has an opinion of why
criminals do what they do. What makes them tick? What separates the moral from the immoral? And
can we influence this? Or is our fate inscribed into our very DNA from the day we are born?
In Psychology, we define the discipline of Forensic Psychology as an application of theories, research
and practices to the legal and criminal justice system. There is no one way to look at and understand
this topic and many perspectives and cases must be investigated before any conclusions can be drawn
about human behaviour.
American Psychologist Terrie Moffitt (2003) believed that offenders could be divided into two
distinct categories:
1. ‘Adolescent limited’ - criminals offend because of pressure from peer groups but stop once they
become adults. They then develop prosocial traits and ‘grow out of it’
2. ‘Life-course persistent’ - criminal has a history of cognitive deficits, socio-economic deprivation,
poor attachment with parents or ethnicity are factors
Moffitt believed that not all who displayed deviant behaviours were bound to that lifestyle forever
and therefore explains adolescent social pressure as a possible cause of criminality. Adolescents are
notorious for their risk-taking, lack of planning and sense of invincibility, so it is no surprise that Moffitt
concluded age to be a contributing factor to criminality. She also identified other environmental factors
that influence the likelihood of exhibiting deviant behaviours.
But Moffitt was not the only one to emphasize the power of the environment. Henry Thomas
Buckle, the “father of scientific history” in the 1800’s even went as far as to state “society prepares the
crime and the guilty are only instruments by which it is executed”. The inviolability of his statement
may alarm some but other psychologists apply his perspective to real-life case studies.
For instance, the tragic case of James Bulger, a young boy kidnapped, tortured and killed in broad
daylight in Liverpool. And his killers? Two 10-year-old boys. Forensic psychologists examined what
could have driven these juvenile boys from being otherwise regular children to contemplating a
murder. Some were quick to pin the blame on the violence perpetuated in video games and films,
however, others looked to the context of Liverpool itself as the culprit. They linked the actions of the
boys to the poverty and violence they must have witnessed regularly. As it is no secret that Liverpool
houses masses of criminal operations, with a crime rate 78% higher than the national average, this
explanation of criminality seems plausible.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Other psychologists take a completely different approach to understanding
criminality and pin antisocial and violent behaviour on biology. The MAOA
gene, nicknamed ‘The Warrior Gene’ is one of the most common associations
with criminal behaviour. Monoamine oxidase A (MAOA) is an enzyme that
breaks down important neurotransmitters in the brain, including dopamine and
serotonin; low levels of serotonin have been associated with impulsive and
aggressive behaviour, and thus often criminality. It is said to be hereditary and
so there are arguments as to whether individuals can be born with this gene
that will later prime them for violent crimes.
Forensic neuropsychologists have also found evidence of diminished activity
in the frontal and prefrontal cortex concerning criminality. The prefrontal
cortex is responsible for decision-making, planning and weighing up
consequences of actions. All these characteristics are often diminished in cases
of impulsive crimes. Brain injury to the frontal lobe in childhood can be
associated with offending behaviour. Approximately 60% of young adults in
custody report having experienced some sort of brain injury in their lifetime.
This is said to lead to disinhibition: a lack of control as a result of suppression of
the frontal lobe.
However, we cannot discuss forensic psychology without a mention of
mental health. Comprehension of mental health has come a long way since talk
of the humours of the body and lobotomies, but despite this there is still much
more to be understood. Even the WHO have acknowledged the definitional
complexities of mental health. However, the overlap between mental health
disorders and criminality cannot be entirely ignored. Approximately 67% of
offenders in UK prisons have some sort of mental health concern. This drastic
overrepresentation of mental health disorders in forensics has been studied.
For instance, a diagnosis of schizophrenia makes a small, independent
contribution to the risk of acquiring a criminal record. The positive symptoms
of schizophrenia (eg. delusions and hallucinations) can lead to irrational and
dangerous behaviour. The case of John Lennon’s death is an example: his killer
was later diagnosed with paranoid schizophrenia.
The effect of mental health on criminal decisions has forced forensic
psychology to question how accountable a mentally ill person can be for their
actions. The McNaughten Rule states that “an individual is not criminally
responsible if at the time of the crime the party was under such defect of
reasoning from a disease of the mind that they did not know what they were
doing or did not know it was wrong”. This rule has been applied to many
criminal cases, more commonly known as an ‘insanity plea’ and is an example
of how psychological theories have been practically applied to the criminal
justice system.
All in all, there is not much that can be concluded in regards to the origin of
criminal behaviour. Each individual has a combination of social, economic,
biological and mental factors that drive them to a particular course of action.
We cannot yet fully understand individual case studies let alone form
generalised conclusions about forensic psychology as a whole. There are many
takes and perspectives on the topic, sociologist Durkheim even arguing that
crime is normal and inevitable; criminals and deviants are useful to identify the
limits of acceptable social behaviour and morals.
Much is still to be discovered in this field and many questions still to be
answered. However, that makes it all the more interesting.
Safiyah 13D
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Sporting Students and Staff
Due to the current pandemic and national lockdown, it has not been an easy time to keep active and
it remains a challenge for us all. However, some of our staff and students are managing to keep active
or are deeply missing the sports they love. We hope the return to sport as we know it is not too far
away. But in the meantime we would like to share with you some of the outstanding talents and
determination of our staff and students on how they like to keep active. If you would like to feature in
our 'Sporting Staff' or 'Sporting Students' article please email the PE department
at PE@dartfordgrammargirls.org.uk.

Sporting Students
I do a lot of sports but my main sports are Athletics, Netball and
Swimming. I have represented my running club Dartford Harriers in
competitions, since I was 4 years old, and have won 2 gold medals, 3
silver and one bronze.
I also do the 5km parkrun on Saturdays and I have completed
over 50. For the school I do Cross country, Netball, Athletics and
Swimming and have won some competitions for them too.
Elleke 9K

My sport is trampolining. I have a huge love for this sport and
it is my favourite thing to do and my favourite place to be. I got
into trampolining after stopping gymnastics and I have done it
ever since. I compete for Dartford Trampoline Club and work
throughout the year learning new moves and practicing my
routines, attending qualifiers for the biggest competitions of the
year, which are the National Finals in Birmingham and
Nottingham. I have successfully qualified for these competitions
for the past two years. I have won two gold and one silver medal,
competing both for the South East and for my club. This year,
Birmingham was cancelled, however, when I return I will keep
training and practising; I hope to qualify and place again next
year.
Lily 9C
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Sporting Staff
I have always enjoyed sport, but my two biggest passions are tennis and
running. I have been playing tennis since I was about 5 years old, and would
always enjoy playing tournaments in the school holidays. I went on to
represent the tennis team at my university, Nottingham, and I still play
regularly for my local club in the North Kent and Kent leagues. After I left
school I started getting into long distance running, and these days I try to train
at least 3-4 times a week. I compete for my athletics club in a cross country
league in the winter, and often take part in road and track races in the
summer.

Mr Reid
Teacher: German
During lockdown I started the couch to 5k program and reached 5km last
week. 6 years ago I could run 10k but I got out of the habit of running when I
had children. I decided to get back to running to get some headspace and
some me time. I am hooked now, and I am running a virtual run for Bristol
Children’s Hospital in half term, my husband and I are running 5k and our
children (aged 5 and 3) are running 2k. It has been great to get the whole
family moving!
If you would like to support the Bristol Children's Hospitals charity, who
not only support the children who are ill
but also provide accommodation and
support for families of those children,
then why not also enter the Grand Run?
It has the familiar characters of Wallace
and Gromit as mascots and raises
money for a wonderful cause. If you
would like to take part, speak to your
parents/carers about whether this
would be possible.
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Mrs Foley
Director of Science
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On Wednesdays We Wear Pink
As you may or may not know October is Breast Cancer Awareness month. BCAM is an annual
international health campaign that is organised by reputable breast cancer charities. Although we were
not able to raise money, we were still able to honour its name. On October 21 st Sixth Formers were
encouraged to wear pink as a part of their uniform to support the cause.
The turnout was amazing as over 100 students participated in this event, which contributed massively
to raising awareness in the DGGS community. It was so heart-warming and encouraging to hear that
students had gone out of their way to purchase pink jumpers and ties just for the event - that really said
a lot about how caring we are as individuals. Even seeing teachers participating eminently portrayed how
close-knit the DGGS community is.
Hopefully this can become a yearly tradition!
Sinmi 12F
Philanthropic Team
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Key Dates
Wednesday 4th November

Start of Term 2

Tuesday 17th November

Year 7 and Year 12 Reports issued

Friday 20th November

Year 7 Flu nasal spray vaccination

Tuesday 15th December

Year 8, 9 and 10 Reports issued

Monday 21st December

End of Term 2

Term dates for the remaining of the
academic year 2020 / 2021
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