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Dear Parents/Carers
With the Easter break later than usual
this year, Term 4 has been extremely
busy for students in all year groups.
When we return for Term 5, our Year 11
and Year 13 students only have a few
very important weeks left before their
public examinations begin. Teachers are
continuing to work very hard to prepare
the students with examination
questions, practice papers and revision
strategies; much additional
help and guidance is being
given, including lunchtime
and after school revision
sessions. Year 12 start their
end of year examinations
immediately when we
return after Easter, and students in Years
7-10 will also be preparing for their final
end of year exams. We appreciate that it
can be a stressful time for students, but
we very much believe that it is about
each student trying and working hard,
and doing the best that they can,
individually. With a positive and
committed approach, we have every
confidence that they will achieve the
results they very much deserve and will
be hoping for.
Alongside the examination
preparation, there have been many
activities, events, trips and visits for
students in all year groups. These include
inter-house sports competitions, year
group House charity days, an “Operating
Theatre Live” experience for Years 10
and 12, a Science trip to CERN, a Team
Maths challenge, visiting speakers, a
Cambridge and Oxford Conference and a
community litterpick.
Our new Head Student Team and
other Year 12 leaders have also been

appointed, and during the first week of
Term 4, we celebrated International
Mother Language Day, with almost 60
languages now spoken in the school! On
28th and 29th March we greatly enjoyed
the superb whole school production of
“Schools Will Rock You”, showcasing the
fantastic talents of our students and over
the last week we have recognised some
of the many other student achievements
in our Celebration Assemblies. I must
also mention the Year 7 Hat
Extravaganza which is a
unique tradition at DGGS,
with staff and students in
all year groups eager to see
the innovative designs. This
year the standard was again
exceptionally high; very many
congratulations to all the Year 7 students
and the Art and Textiles departments for
a truly memorable parade.
At the beginning of March, we were
also delighted to see that our school
received our highest ever number of
applications to join the school in Year 7,
with 1340 applying for 180 places, once
again placing us as the most heavily
oversubscribed girls’ grammar school in
Kent. As always, I believe that Dartford
Grammar School for Girls is a very special
school, combining excellent education
with a very supportive and caring ethos;
it is my pleasure and great privilege to be
the Headteacher here.
Finally I would like to wish all our
families a safe and peaceful Easter. We
look forward to welcoming back all
students on Wednesday 24th April.
Sharon Pritchard
Headteacher
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Governor News
This has been another busy term
for staff and students alike and I am
certain that everyone is looking
forward to a well-earned Easter break
and hoping that the weather will
improve over the holiday period.
I had the great pleasure to attend
the magnificent whole school Dance,
Drama and Music production this
term. The many students involved
and the staff had clearly worked
extremely hard to produce an
excellent production of “ Schools Will
Rock You” which showcased many
wonderful, confident performances
from the students. All involved with
this production should be very proud
of what they achieved, it was very
clear that all students had thoroughly
enjoyed this experience and
opportunity to perform and is
testament to the talent, hard work
and dedication of all those who take
part – front and back of house.
The staff from the Arts and
Technology Faculty should also be

commended for the planning, design
and production of the set and
costumes, musical and dance
arrangements which all added to the
overall enjoyment of this production.
I would like to send, on behalf of
all Governors, best wishes to all of
our students who will be sitting
external examinations in the next two
terms and to wish them every success
in these.
If you wish to contact me on any
matter please contact me via the
school e-mail address or in writing c/o
the school.
Finally, I would like to wish you all
a restful and relaxing Easter break.

Janice Brooke
Chair of Governors

Library News
As the new Librarian, I’m getting to grips with sorting and tidying the library.
New books will be ordered and the student librarians will soon be back. New
displays are being created, as well as a BOOK CLUB
for all years during Thursday lunchtimes (started
4th April).
Important library information

The library is a quiet study area.

Open every day between 10.30am and 2.30pm

No food or drink

No mobile phones
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Mrs Hickman
Librarian
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Term 4 has been an exciting one in Year 12 as we have been busy appointing students to the new
Head Student Team for 2019-2020. Over 70 students applied for 28 roles; a fantastic number. Some
went for Head Student, others for a House leadership role and/or a specific lead role in areas including
Philanthropic, Sports, Safeguarding and Mentoring. Many students had individual or group interviews,
were watched in terms of their interaction at the New Entrants’ Evening, faced student votes and had
to discuss their ideas and aspirations for the roles. Choosing from so many students was a challenge
but a very positive one and we are pleased to announce that the following students have been
appointed to the various positions outlined below.

They also have a few messages to share with you all on the following pages.
Mrs Kidd
Assistant Headteacher
Head of Sixth Form
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

3

PAGE

4

My journey to becoming Head Student was quite exciting, there were many
hurdles which I was determined to overcome. I had to write a speech and
deliver this in two assemblies where I shared my aims to initiate a programme
of reward trips and to celebrate the successes of the year by having studentteacher talent shows. I attended the New Entrants’ Evening, reassuring them
about what the Sixth Form would be like. My interview with Mrs Pritchard was
the most challenging part of the whole process because I had to think on my
feet as well as give concise answers.
As the Head Student I look forward to being the face of the school for
students, listening to and trying to solve their issues whilst attempting
to improve their wellbeing and incentive to learn.

Rachael 12G: Head Student

Hello, my name is Amelie and I have been given the wonderful opportunity
to be one of DGGS’ Head Students for the forthcoming year. Both Rachael and I
worked extremely hard during the application process to gain these roles and
we will continue to do so in order to have a positive impact upon our school. I
am beyond excited to work with the rest of the Head Student Team, and with
dedication and perseverance I believe that we will be able to achieve our goals
and aspirations for DGGS. I look forward to tackling problems and hurdles that
we may face, so not only can I learn and grow on a personal level, but also so
we are able to continue to shape and develop our school into one that
students and staff alike are proud of.
Amelie 12F: Head Student
ISSUE NUMBER
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I feel privileged and honoured to be
the new House Captain of Chartwell and
hope to lead with fairness
encouragement and motivate all the
students in Chartwell to strive for
success and work as a team.
Tolu 12B: Chartwell House Captain

It is a great honour to accept this role, especially
having been a member of Hever for the past 7 years.
I am looking forward to making a true difference,
listening to the needs of the House and doing my
absolute best to make them a reality.
Nimi 12B: Hever House Captain

I am honoured, privileged and excited in taking
this new challenge in becoming House Captain for
Ightham. I can promise one thing and that is 100%
commitment. My vision is to ultimately ensure that
this House succeeds. Ightham must be competitive
in all competitions; we must adopt a winning
mentality. Thank you.
Jordan 12G: Ightham House Captain

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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I am extremely excited
to be Head of Knole this
year, and look forward to
seeing the House achieve
further success through
encouraging team work
and year-group
communication.
Thank you.
Abbie 12G: Knole House
Captain

I am excited to be the
new House Captain for
Leeds, I hope to build a
better house community
and a sense of
togetherness for Leeds
through encouraging
participation in House
events so that hopefully
we can win the House
Shield at the end of the
year!
Grace 12D: Leeds House Captain

I am honoured and
proud to have earned the
role of House Captain for
Penshurst. I hope to
create an inspirational
and supportive network
that thrives on inter-year
communication and
unity.
Amelia 12F: Penshurst
House Captain
ISSUE NUMBER
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Year 7 Charity day
7C had their first ever charity day on Thursday 14th March. We arranged stalls including; “What’s in
the box?” International food tasting and a sweet sale. We dressed as celebrities and each paid £1
towards our charity. Overall, our day was a great success as people were attracted to our decorations
and friendliness, offering lots of donations. We raised a lot of money and are all proud of what we
achieved as a tutor group.
Kenny and Olivia 7C
The Year 7 Charity day was an enjoyable and successful event. All six forms raised a lot of money to
support their chosen charities. 7H raised an outstanding amount of over £100! To represent all the
different charities, each form dressed up in their chosen theme, set up various types of fun and
entertaining activities for staff and students to take part in. There was a skipping competition, tombola,
sweet stands, international foods, a music quiz and many more unique ideas. The events lasted for the
whole lunchtime and everyone had a smile on their face. We hope to support our charities again and
raise even more next year.
Isabelle 7H

On 14th March, all Year 7s had their first ever charity day and were asked to raise money for girls in
poor countries with the philanthropic teams discussing how to raise money with their form. Some wore
pyjamas, some house colours and as World Book Day had recently occurred, we chose to dress as book
characters. Everyone in 7I contributed to our bake sale and thanks for everyone’s support we raised a
pretty good amount for our first event. We all had a lot of fun and look forward to raising more money
at our next charity events in the future.
Sreejeta 7I
7K held four main events for Year 7 Charity day: “Guess the teacher”, which proved to be quite hard,
but lots of fun guessing and lots of sweets up for grabs. “Easter Egg Raffle”, where there were many
delicious eggs to be won if you picked a ticket number ending in 5 or 0; “Guess the Country’s Flags”and a
stall where you could buy stationery, sweets and much more. Our form donated £1 each to dress in our
traditional clothing and all looked amazing. It was a fantastic event for the whole school to contribute
and overall, we raised £95 for our charity.
Tilly 7K
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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On Thursday 14th March, Year 7 had their charity day. There were so
many great stalls such as: tombola, bake sales, traditional food sales,
sweet sales, notebook and stationery sales and so much more. Our form
dressed in rainbow colours. The year group raised so much money and it
was such an enjoyable afternoon for the whole school. A lot of students in
other year groups contributed money to our stalls; it was all for a good
cause and I am excited to see what everyone will do next time!
Ruby 7L

For 7P’s charity event, we decided to dress up with as many items of
yellow clothing as possible to represent our house colour. Everyone took
part and paid a £1 donation. Moreover, we split into groups and created
stalls to raise as much money as we could for our charity. We had all sorts
of stalls from “Guess the song”, “Dunk the teacher”, “traditional food” and
many more. I was part of the “Spin a wheel to determine your cupcake
topping” group. We had huge donations from the rest of the school and
enjoyed a great event. We raised an incredible amount of money which is
all for a good cause.
Tayma 7P
I am very proud of all Year 7 for their enthusiasm, creativity and kind
generosity. Thank you for your contributions to making our first charity event a
huge success. The total amount of money raised was an amazing £539.13 and
will be shared between the following charities: Plan International, Dandelion
Time, CLIC the Teenage Cancer Trust, Starlight and the NSPCC.
Very well done!
Mrs Osborne
Head of Year 7 Transition and Support

Year 8 Charity day
On Tuesday 5th March 8C held our Charity Day. The class got together to
think of ideas on how to raise money.
We had lots of wonderful ideas and went for the following activities:
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Sponge the Teacher - We managed to convince Miss Culpitt and Mr Bull to
be sponged. We got a big crowd when it was Mr Bull’s turn. We couldn’t
convince any other teachers to volunteer, so a student from 8I and a Year 7
student offered to get sponged. A big thank you to all that volunteered on
this activity.

APRIL
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Sweets/chocolate sale - We held a sweet/chocolate stall sale. On the stall we did “guess the number
of sweets in the jars” activity. Two people managed to correctly guess how many there were, so won the
sweet jar. We sold out on all the sweets/chocolates, I wonder why?
Incredibles hunt - Another activity we did was linked to our house mascot (The Incredibles), so a small
group stuck some images of The Incredibles characters around the school for people to find. We thought
that it was very successful as lots of people tried it out and won a prize.
Bake Sale - People from our class made banana loaf, cupcakes, cookies, brownies and we also bought
some cupcakes too. The cupcakes and brownies were very popular and we sold out of them very quickly,
which isn’t surprising because who does not love them? We had constant customers throughout and lots
of people favoured the home bakes as they were delicious! I must say that 8C are quite the bakers as
they made everyone’s mouths water.
We asked how the class felt and everyone thought it went really well because we got a lot of customers. We all thought that it was an amazing experience to have been running a stall that we thought of on
our own or in groups. Money wise, we were really happy with the total, all the hard work had paid off
and we are so proud that a lot of money was raised for charity.
Overall we are very proud that we managed to raise £100 in 45 minutes. We have really enjoyed the
experience of being 8C’s Philanthropic Reps and we hope that all the money raised for the charity will
help a lot of people who have struggles in their everyday life, whether it is diseases or poverty, we just
want them to be as fortunate as us. We are really lucky that we get to go to a great school and learn new
things without anything getting in our way!
Anjali and Scarlett 8C

For our Charity Day, we decided to do a bake sale and “guess how many sweets there are in a jar”.
The charity we raised money for was Teenage Cancer Trust (TCT).
In total, we raised £69.72 (non-uniform payments included).

Hazel-Ann 8H

As Philanthropic Representative, it was my duty to organise a fun-filled day for the school. We were
raising money for a charity (Plan International) which helps young girls stay in school rather than get
married at a young age.
To raise enough money we had to catch people’s eye. Of course….. A sweetie stall did! Everyone
contributed at least one bag of sweets ranging from giant strawberries to Spanish lollies. It was all very
exciting! Overall we raised £70. Well done to everybody who helped me set up the stall, and thank you
everyone for purchasing our sweets.
Grace 8I

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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The ideas we had for our Charity Day was to have a non-uniform
day, but the clothes worn had to fit our black and white theme. We
had already started collecting the money a few days in advance and
we asked for a minimum donation of £1. To prepare for the day, we
brought in packets of different flavoured crisps and sweets as prizes
and treats. Our main activity was a guess the crisp flavour game,
where you had to pay 50p and then were able to sample the various
crisp flavours on offer which included; ready salted, cheese and onion,
prawn cocktail, salt and vinegar and a mixture of dorito flavours.
Our stall was setup in the playground. Sweets were given out and
awarded for correct answers. Also during lunch, some of our form
went around the school and sold sweets for 20p each and we were
offering them as “buy one, get one free”. We managed to raise £40.
Jehona 8K

8L’s Charity Day was to raise money for our chosen charity which
was Dandelion Time. We set up a stall in the tennis courts selling
drinks, food and gifts. In order to entice people to our stalls, we had a
speaker playing trendy, popular music - this tactic was effective. As the
deadline of the end of lunch time approached, we held an auction for
any remaining items.
We raised over £100 which we were all very pleased with.
Hollie 8L

For 8P’s Charity Day, we ran a variety of different stalls including, a Lucky
dip, Crafts, Guess how many sweets are in the jar and a Guess the name of
the teddy.
Lucky dip - we raised a good amount of money and all involved
thoroughly enjoyed running and participating with this activity.
Crafts - some lovely crafts were made for this stall and some were
bought by students, which helped make this a success stall.
Guess how many sweets are in the jar - this stall raised a good amount of
money and despite lots of people having a go at guessing the number of
sweets in the jar, no one managed to guess the correct number.
Guess the name of the teddy - this was another successful stall and
similarly to the ‘Guess how many sweets in the jar stall’ - no one outside of
our form guessed the name correctly.
Chioma and Zaynab 8P
ISSUE NUMBER
58
APRIL

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

Mission Smile at DGGS

PAGE

11

On the 26th February a charity bake sale took place in DGGS to raise money for the Mission Smile
charity. This charity, based in India, gives out free cleft lip and palate surgeries, speech therapy and
nutritional support for poor children across the world. Clefts are a type of facial deformity that can be
congenital or present at birth. They are seen as a split in the upper lip or the roof of the mouth. As well as
providing healthcare support, the charity educates parents and communities about these deformities.
This charity organisation was launched in 2002 and have performed over 36,000 corrective surgeries in
India. These are life changing surgeries because clefts can create difficulties with eating, drinking, speech,
dental care, self esteem and even breathing.
The first time I came across this charity was when I volunteered at the Mission Smile camp in Gulberga,
India. At the camp, I looked after the children before and after surgery. I tried calming them down by
playing games and reassuring the parents that everything will be okay. However, this was at times quite a
challenge, especially since I did not speak the language. This experience was eye-opening because I was
able to really see the stress that parents and children underwent throughout the surgical procedure.
Moreover, I could see how life-changing these surgeries were because children were able to lead a
relatively normal life after the procedure.
Gulberga Hospital, where I
volunteered

The Mission Smile team I worked with

After this opportunity, I wanted to organise an event in the school for this charity. My main aim was
to create awareness in my school in order to encourage other students to raise money, donate or even
volunteer for this charity. This charity isn’t as well known here as some of the other charities, so I
thought that this charity bake sale would be very beneficial for creating awareness and I also managed
to raise money through a bake sale. When organising this event I gathered a team of Year 10, 11 and a
few Year 12 students. They helped set up the stalls, sell the baked goods and spread awareness about
this event. Overall, it was a very successful day. We managed to sell all the baked goods and ended up
raising £96 through the bake sale. Furthermore, we managed to raise some money through a nonschool uniform day held previously for Mission Smile and one
other charity. Some of the students (in particular those who had
an interest in the dentistry field) even said that they wanted to
get more involved with this charity. This was a great
opportunity to develop my leadership skills, teamwork skills,
time management skills and communication skills. I really
enjoyed organising this event and hope to set up more charity
days in the future.
Ann 12B
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Comic Relief 15th March
2019
Comic Relief’s Red Nose Day this year was caught up in between several
of the House Charity events and so we decided to do something simple
that would raise some money whilst not taking away from the other
events. As a philanthropic team, this was the first event we were on our
own with. We know that food is popular and as it had a slight link to red
noses we decided to sell doughnuts to the rest of the school. These were
not just any doughnuts but Krispy Kremes and fortunately for us they sell
fundraising packs so we could maximise the money raised for charity. 17
boxes were ordered, each containing a dozen traditional iced doughnuts,
collected from Bluewater and sold to Sixth Formers and students
throughout the day. Around £100 was raised for Comic Relief, we have
learnt how to plan, run and deliver an event and we know that the money
is going to go to great causes around the world. Lastly, we found that the
doughnuts were the most popular with 8P.
Tom 12A

DGGS Litterpick
Year 8 students from DGGS were delighted to take part in the Dartford
Litterpick, which was held on Wednesday 3rd April.
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The Mayor of Dartford visited to congratulate the girls; luckily there was a break in the hail and rain
and students were able to litter pick in front of the school and on the pavement in beautiful sunshine!
Miss Kellett
Assistant Headteacher

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

13

PAGE

14

Congratulations to Year 7 Students
Vaishnavi 7H recently entered the Watford
Festival of Music during which she competed in the
Carnatics vocal competition. Vaishnavi performed
an Indian classical song called “Nattai Kunji Varnam
-Chalamela”. I am pleased to say Vaishnavi won 1st
place and has received a trophy and certificate for
her achievement.

Verity 7K attends Knight’s Academy of Dance,
where she trains in all genres of dance for up to 15
hours a week. She recently competed in That’s
Showbiz Grand Final in Liverpool as part of a tap
dancing troop called ‘Anything Goes’. They won first
place out of 10 in the modern section.

Tochi 7K has been awarded the Jack Petchey
Achievement award. She has received the Young
People Award for Outstanding Achievement" in
Athletics, competing for Croydon Harriers Athletics
club.

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate all students on such wonderful
achievements. They have worked very hard and demonstrated extreme
dedication and determination to reach a high level in their chosen genre. I am
so very proud of them all. Well done.
ISSUE NUMBER
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Mrs Osborne
Head of Year 7 Transition and Support
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Design & Technology Photo Frame Workshop
The Design & Technology Photo Frame
Workshop was very enjoyable. Some of the
techniques used to make our acrylic photo
frames were familiar, which was beneficial.
However, there was a different machine which I
had not used before, and the other students in
the workshop helped learn the correct way of
using the machine. I learned how to bend acrylic
once it had been heated, and then shape it. This
was good as gave me more experience for my
future DT lessons. Not only have these sessions
have helped me recap the techniques learnt in
my first term at DGGS, but I have been able to
work with different people from different year
groups.
This workshop has been really fun and I have enjoyed creating the photo frame. I recommend any
Year 7 students interested in resistant materials to take part.
Vaishnavi 7H

Essay Writing Competition
What Christmas Means To…..us as a school
Although Christmas now seems but a distant memory, two of our students are still reaping the
rewards of their success in winning joint first prize in the essay-writing competition ‘What Christmas
Means To Me’. Deborah 7K and Ife 9L were presented with £200 Amazon vouchers each on Friday 8 th
February by World Mission Agency – Winners Chapel International who set up the competition and
provided the generous prizes as part of their aim to serve the local community. In addition to their
personal prizes, the school was also awarded £1200 towards books for the library.
Deborah, Ife and their families were delighted to be invited to the church in Dartford to receive their
prizes and to meet Resident Pastor
Nathaniel Odin and CDC Chairman Mr Ajiri
Esalomi who congratulated them on their
success and encouraged them to enter
future competitions.
Details of the next competition ‘What
Easter Means To Me’ are now available on
their website
www.wma-wci-essay-competition.co.uk
Mrs Mackenzie
Teaching Assistant: English
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Operating Theatre Live
On Thursday 28th February, some wonderful people came into school and Year 12
Biology students, along with Year 10 students got to dissect organs such as the brain and
lungs and even do maths similar to what an anaesthesiologist does.
The first thing we did was put on scrubs, face masks, hair masks and stethoscopes.
Needless to say everyone found this very exciting.
We didn’t know that as the day went on, we would learn new things in a very fun,
engaging and interesting way.
Before actually dissecting anything, we first learnt how to drape and clean a patient.
Then we practised making the anaesthetic solution for
the “patient” (a dummy).
When looking around the room, I saw many people who
were so eager and excited to begin the dissections.
The first dissection we did was what is referred to as a
blunt dissection, where we removed a pig’s brain from its
skull with our bare hands. Then we removed the layers
that surround and protect the brain, which are called
the meninges (you may not have heard of the meninges,
but have most likely heard of meningitis. Meningitis
gives you a headache as it occurs when an infection
enters the meninges, causing them to swell and for your
brain to be under pressure).

ISSUE NUMBER
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We then got to remove eyes from the pig’s head which was rather difficult and some
people found it “gross” because the eyes had to be held open and the six muscles that
hold your eye in place had to be cut. This was really cool because we got to see the pig’s
optic nerve which connects to the back of the brain where the visual cortex is. I found
this interesting because it relates to what I’m currently doing in psychology which is the
nervous system. The brain is part of the central nervous system and the optic nerve is a
part of the peripheral nervous system.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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We were then brought a “pluck” from a sheep which is the trachea, lungs, heart, diaphragm and liver.
First of all, when we got the pluck, we put a tube into the trachea and inflated a little balloon that held it open.
People then came around and inflated the lungs. When inflated, it was amazing to see just how big the lungs
got! It was very interesting to see the different tissues
within the pluck. For example, the lungs felt very soft
and squishy because of the alveoli. In comparison, the
heart was very hard and muscular.
I was actually very surprised by how strong the
diaphragm was and how easy the liver was to break with
your fingers. We then dissected the heart on its own. In
the middle we saw the septum which separates the left
and right sides of the heart. You can also see in this
photo that there were many heart strings and that the heart is very muscular. This is
because it does the extremely difficult job of pumping blood around the
body and to do that, the blood has to be under lots of pressure which
the incredible organ manages to maintain.
Lastly, we looked at the digestive system. We didn’t each get digestive
organs to dissect because they are extremely pathogenic and dare I say,
smelly? The digestive system has many colours but what I found the
most interesting was that the stomach here wasn’t red. I expected the
stomach to be a red colour because it is a very muscular organ whose
job is essentially to blend food! I also learnt a lot about the digestive
system, for example, on a scan, the large intestine would appear to be
blobby and the small intestine would appear to be smooth. We then
looked at the organs very quickly (only because it smelt so much!).
Thank you so much to the people who came in and to the school for
hosting such an interesting and educational opportunity. At the end of
the session, everyone came out of operating theatre live having learnt
an awful lot about organs, organ systems, anaesthesia and cleanliness
in a medical environment whilst also having had a lot of fun. Luckily, we were a brave bunch and everyone
managed not to faint!

Claire 12C
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Operating Theatre Live continued
On Thursday 28th February 2019, Year
10 students were invited along with Year
13 students to take part in a Biology
related session called Operating Theatre
Live. It involved learning about the theory
of different human organ systems and
applying them to practicals using real life
models and dummies in some cases.
The session was led by three
professionals in the Biological Science
field: Jo, Emily and Brett. The old gym was
transformed into a model operating
theatre and it lasted from 9:15am to 3pm.
It helped give an insight on what working
in the medical field could be like and also
just helped educationally for GCSEs and A
Levels and further Science in the future.
We did practicals and had discussions on
skills needed in field, like Maths if you
wanted to go into areas of medicine like
Anaesthetics, and the Nervous System,
Circulatory System and the Digestive
System. We had a worksheet to fill in using
information from discussions on each
topic.
The things I enjoyed the most were the
discussions and practicals because it
included information helpful both now
and useful in the future if science is an
area that you are looking to go into. It was
also like revision as it enabled you to
recall, review and recap past knowledge
from Biology lessons and even Psychology
if you took that for GCSE or A-Level. My
favourite part was definitely the practical
on the heart because that is one of my

favourite topics in Biology and as I find it
really interesting and I see Cardiology as a
possible field to go into in the future. Also
considering that my first heart practical
wasn’t incredible, this really refined the
experience since we saw really interesting
parts of the heart.
An interesting fact was that every year
there are approximately 20,000 applicants
into the medical field but only 2,000 of
them get in. This helped me learn that it
takes more than impeccable grades in
Science; you also must have a great,
positive attitude and the right skills.
Another thing that I learnt was you have
to learn in future courses that relate to
human anatomy. I recommend it because
students are all at the point in life where it
would be helpful to know what career you
want to go into. However not everyone is
sure and unfortunately Science is not one
of those areas that is easy to gain work
experience for, so this really gives an
insight into what it’s like in the real world
and helps you see if it is something that is
really for you.
Overall, it was a truly incredible
experience that I will never forget and still
haven’t forgotten up to this day. I had so
much fun. Thanks to the whole Science
department and all the teachers that
made it possible as well as the actual
Operating Theatre Live and Year 13s for
allowing there to be spaces for Year 10s.
Vicresa 10I

Visit to CERN
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At the start of February, A-Level science students had the amazing opportunity to
go to Geneva in Switzerland to visit CERN. We arrived on Sunday morning and after
dropping our bags off at the hostel
we set off to Mont Salève and it
was so windy Mr Jennings’ hat flew
off! Unfortunately, the cable cars
were shut because of the wind but
we were able to enjoy the
mountainous scenery on our way
back. We walked along the
riverfront back to the hostel.

APRIL
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The next day we had an early start to get to our guided tour of CERN. Firstly we had a
talk from one of the researchers about the work they have done over the last 60
years. Next, we were able to go and see the first accelerator ever built, the
Synchrocyclotron, and we watched an amazing
projector display showing how it worked. Although we
weren't allowed to see the large hadron collider due to
safety reasons, we were able to see a replica and learn
how it works. After deciding what to eat in the
extensive cafeteria we had some time in an exhibition
about the organisation and then finally we had some
time in the much-anticipated gift shop. We headed
back into Geneva and after a short break at the hostel,
we visited a science museum. Here we were able to
admire the historical scientific apparatus. Next, we navigated to the Eidelweiss
restaurant where we enjoyed traditional Swiss fondue whilst listening to a live
Folkloric band.
Our final day took us to the United Nations Office in Geneva, one of four
headquarters in the world. It was incredible to see the conference rooms in real life
as they are so massive. We next went on a river cruise where we got an even better view of the mountains. We
had some free time in the old quarter of Geneva to go shopping and then we finished our trip with a visit to the
Philip Patek museum.
I really loved the trip as we got to learn so much about particle physics and the future of global research.
Jess 12D

DGGS Triumph at Kent Schools Trampoline Finals
A special congratulations to the DGGS Trampoline Squad who competed on Wednesday 13 th March at
the Rebound Centre, Gillingham in the Kent Schools Finals.
The outstanding results below are credit to the hard work and dedication of all students involved, and,
in particular a huge thank you goes to Head Coach Keith Sleafer, who, without his support, such success
would not be possible. Not only did the squad represent DGGS with greater participation numbers than
any other school. but their achievements were second to none.
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The list below shows all students who took part as well as any top 3 placings.

U13 Novice
Lily 7H (Individual 1st, team 2nd)
Isabella Yi-Sa 7H (team 3rd)
Peace 7I
Mia 8K (team 2nd)
Zoe 7H (team 3rd)
Toun 8K
Deborah 8K
Lixin 7H (team 2nd)
Olivia 7C
Sofia 7H (team 2nd)
Accalia 7H
Emily 8K

U13 Intermediate
Talia 8L (individual 3rd, team 2nd)
Erika 8P (team 1st)
Angel 7P (team 2nd)
Kiera 8C (team 1st)
Grace 8I (team 2nd)
Aimee 8P (Individual 1st, Team 1st)

U13 Advanced
Lily 7C (Individual 1st)
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U15 Novice

Kirsty 9K
Kyoko 10I
Hannah 9C
Bethany 10K (individual 2nd)
Abigail 10C

U15 Advanced
Katie 10I (individual 3rd)
Filippa 9P (individual 1st)

U15 Intermediate
Jasmine 10L (team 2nd)
Josie 9K (team 3rd)
Katie 9C (team 3rd)
Holly 9P (Individual 2nd,
team 1st)
Maddie 9L(team 1st)
Lucy 10K
Katherine 10K (team 2nd)
Bo 9I
Molly 9C (team 1st)
Shenel 9C (team 2nd)
Kaeto 9H (team 3rd)
Jasmin 9H
Ramisha 9C
Siena 9L
Kira 9L
Oladunni 10K (team 2nd)

Mrs Bluett
Joint Curriculum Area Leader

England U21 Nets Team Success
Congratulations to Emily in 11I for being selected for the
U21 England Nets team (at the age of 15!).
She will be travelling to South Africa in July for the World
Cup. This is an outstanding achievement and we wish her
the best of luck.
Miss Fisher
Teacher: Physical Education
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Guest Speaker from the
Royal Geographical Society
On Wednesday 20th March the
Geography department were delighted
to invite Mr Danial Naqvi from the
Royal Geographical Society to visit our
A Level Geography students here at
Dartford Grammar School for Girls. Mr
Naqvi spoke with both Year 12 and
Year 13 students about seeing
Geography as more than just a subject.
His presentation was very engaging
and really got students thinking about
the opportunities that lie ahead for
those who choose to study Geography.
Firstly Mr Naqvi
presented some
recent headlines
from the
newspapers and got
students thinking
about how
Geography linked to
these varied
headlines. These headlines included
topics from extreme weather, child
obesity and also Brexit. This was a nice
way to introduce how Geography is
everywhere, not just in the classroom!
While also focusing on
relating Geography to the
world, he spoke about
the vast amount of
transferable skills that
you gain from studying
Geography at GCSE and A
Level. Mr Naqvi explained
how those skills had
helped him personally at
University. For example,
while studying at Queen Mary
University of London, Mr Naqvi used
these skills to help participate in
different clubs and societies where he
actually became the president and
representative of many by the end of
his studies. He also explained some
personal examples of the opportunities
that he had from studying Geography

at A Level and at university, which
students were very interested to hear
about. He spoke of the amazing
overseas trips he has had, including
visits to both Texas and New York
where he carried out some fieldwork
and also where he completed his
dissertation. This in particular had keen
interest from many of our students!
The talk was a fantastic opportunity
for our students in Key Stage 5
Geography, and the clear and obvious
links to their examination
specifications
helped immensely
with Mr Naqvi
regularly giving
students key
terminology and
references
throughout, which
they can use in their
assessments. We also noticed when
we had a discussion at the end of the
talk that Mr Naqvi had actually
inspired some of our students. When
speaking to the students they
explained how Geography
can help them in almost
any career that they
decide to choose for the
future and now realise
the immense value it
holds.
We would like to finally
thank both Mr Danial
Naqvi and the students
who attended this talk for giving up
their time. We hope the talk was
beneficial for students and inspiring for
those considering the subject for
further study.
Miss Stankard
Teacher: Geography

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

Team Maths Challenge

PAGE

On 13th March, we participated in the Team Maths Challenge at St
Olaves Grammar School, competing against 31 other schools in Kent.
We all found it very exciting as the questions were interesting and fun
to answer. The challenge consisted of four rounds: the Group Round,
the Crossnumber, the Shuttle and the Relay. The Group Round gave us
10 questions to answer as a group and during the Shuttle, our group of
four (2 Year 8s and 2 Year 9s) was split into two. Overall, we came 8 th
place out of the 32 schools competing and had lots of fun.

Soumya 8K

STEM Masterclass
Each year the Royal Institution offers a number of Masterclasses to encourage young people to
broaden their engagement with STEM through a series of hands-on and interactive extracurricular
workshops. Across a series of sessions students hear from different speakers from industry and
academia, and explore a variety of topics in real depth, allowing them to experience the wonders and
applications of Mathematics. Iona 12D - an A Level Mathematics student attended this programme and
below is her reflection.
Miss Statton
Director of Mathematics
From 19th January to 2nd March I attended six sessions of Year 12 maths masterclasses at Queen
Mary University organised by the Royal Institution. These sessions were also available at London
Metropolitan University and Greenwich University for invited students from the surrounding areas.
Each session was two and a half hours and covered a different topic every week, based on themes that
we would encounter doing an undergraduate mathematics degree, as well as covering applications of
mathematics within the real world. These topics included combinatorial game theory, modelling
climate change, probabilities in game shows and dimensional analysis within astronomy. I found the
sessions very interesting as I got to learn more about the various ways maths is used, whilst looking at
some really challenging pieces of work aimed at undergraduate maths students. It was also a great
chance to work with new people and combine our ideas to solve the problems we were given.
Iona 12D
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Exploring the Future at the London
UCAS Exhibition
As a Year 12 student I can honestly say that thinking about the future is
frightening. Talking about university applications, personal statements,
apprenticeships and work experience is extremely daunting.
But you cannot escape this stage in your life. It is the stepping stone you need to
succeed.
And you are not alone because there are numerous other Year 12 students across
the UK are going through exactly the same thing.
And let’s not forget that the support that hopefully your family and school will
offer you during this process, will be significant.
From my own personal experience, my school has thankfully started to prepare us
for that mindset; and has pushed me to think about the future starting with university
talks with the career advisor. But most importantly on Monday 25th March, my
school organised a day at the London UCAS Exhibition, which was full of university
representatives and seminars which helped lots of students from different schools
gain exposure to this world of higher education.
It has been the most eye-opening experience of my Year 12 life since starting Sixth
form in September. I feel that actually having that one-on-one time with the
university representatives has built my confidence in terms of which universities and
courses I may want to pursue.
The atmosphere was filled with excitement, the whole event was so well organised
and we were given maps and endless amounts of booklets and leaflets about our
university choices. And just like many Year 12 students, I am so grateful for all the
advice I was given because I needed that guidance and expertise.
Also, it is really important that events such as the London UCAS exhibition continue
to happen because not everyone has access to careers advisors, mentors or people
who will generally help them with this gruelling application process. The UCAS team
has offered so many young adults this amazing opportunity to explore their futures
and truly figure out what they want in life.
Amani 12G

L2K - Road Safety Event
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On Friday 15th March, Year 13 went to Maidstone Leisure Centre to attend a Road
Safety Event called L2K (Licence to Kill). There was a short film that featured the
impacts of a car crash. There was also a police officer and a fire fighter who shared
their experiences of what happens after a car crash. Attending the License to Kill show
in Maidstone was a shocking but thought-provoking experience.
It explained the dangers of driving and how little things such as putting on a seat
belt can not only save your own life, but also save the lives of others in the car. It was
interesting to hear the points of view of fire-fighters and policemen; they showed how
our actions whilst driving can leave a lasting impact on friends, family and even the
professionals who come to help at the scene. All the events that were told happened
within the local area, which made even more of an impact. Some films shown in the
performance were hard to watch, but it really stressed the importance of safe driving
and has definitely made a lasting impact on everyone who attended the show.
Overall, the show was delivered very well and the lessons learnt were ones that no
one who is planning to drive or is currently driving will ever forget.
Year 13 students
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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As part of the preparation for our expedition to Cambodia, the 31 students going went on a training
weekend on March 22nd to 24th. We began by having a meeting with Stacey, our Team Manager, and
were given a budget to plan our meals for the weekend, to make sure we were prepared when we
arrived at the campsite.
We arrived on Friday evening and had to put up our tents, however it was dark and half of us had
never put up a tent before, so it took us all longer than we expected, then we learnt how to use
trangias so we could cook. After we put the tent up, which was incorrect as we ended up with slugs in
there, we had to cook dinner. This was simple as we had pot noodles, which Mr Barton was not
impressed with and ‘borrowed’ the other group's food as they had an impressive curry. After washing
up outside with the freezing cold water, we all went to sleep, or at least tried to .

On Saturday, we went on our trek in preparation for Cambodia. We tried to cook hash browns,
beans and toast for breakfast: the beans burnt slightly, the hash browns were still frozen in the middle
and our toast couldn’t even been called toast. On the trek, we had to do safety activities, the first was
when Miss Stankard and Miss Robertson pretended to get lost. When we realised, (we had to be told
because we didn’t notice) our team leader, Emily, had to allocate four people (Jess, Chloe, Jess and me)
to go back and try to find them. To do this we had to shout their names and retrace the path. We
found then not far away and took them back to the rest of the group. Towards the end, Abbie had to
pretend to injure her ankle, which she was very good at as most students believed her, so we could
practise lifting someone and helping them to safety. This meant that we had to roll the group shelter to
make a stretcher and lift her with it, taking turns with one person talking to her to make sure she was
okay. Once Abbie stopped acting, we then practised sitting under the group shelter and walked back to
the campsite. Next we cooked pasta, which we shared with the other group and Mr Barton actually ate
this time! We then had glowsticks and spent some time in the camp’s hall before going back and trying
to go sleep for the last night.
On Sunday, after the frost had
cleared, we made porridge for
breakfast before taking down our
tents, which thankfully went a lot
more smoothly then putting them
up, and went home where we all
enjoyed the warmth and home
comforts.
Holly 12F
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Cambridge and Oxford
Year 12 Conference
On 28th March we took 15 students to the stunning Epsom Downs Racetrack
to attend the Cambridge and Oxford conference. The roadshow hosts a
variety of subject talks held by subject specialists, professors and current
students to provide students with an insight to how admissions to Cambridge
and Oxford works, give first hand accounts of what studying at these two
universities is really like whilst providing a deeper insight into what the courses
involve. This conference is just one of the opportunities students who are part
of the Raising Aspirations group have in order to help them to decide on
courses and applying to Oxbridge. Accounts from three students who attended
a variety of talks for
different reasons follow.
Mr Freeman
Leader: Raising Aspirations
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Natural Sciences
For the first part of the Natural Sciences talk, the professor talked about
his own research in his field of Physics. The talk was about the future uses and
developments of superconductors, which are materials that are able to
conduct electricity with zero resistance, hence meaning 100% efficiency. He
also talked about the research project of one of his students briefly, who had
looked into the conditions to create two snowflakes that are identical and
went to a research laboratory in California that leads in snowflake research.
In the second section of this talk, the lecturer talked about the Natural
Science course at Cambridge. In the first year, students pick 3 subjects from 7,
as well as a Mathematical subject, Maths or Biological Mathematics. This
changes to 3 out of 19 subjects in Year 2 and then 4 out of 18 in the third
year.
In the third and fourth year, students will also do a research project, such
as the snowflake one described above. The entry requirements are A*A*A,
and it’s best to have 3 Science/Maths subjects; for Cambridge it is important
to do the right combination of subjects.
This was an interesting talk and I enjoyed learning about the research of
the lecturer and I plan on working extremely hard so they see great academic
potential and genuine interest.
Caitlin: 12E
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Medicine
The speaker at the medical talk was from Cambridge. She discussed the course at Cambridge and the
differences between medicine at Cambridge and at Oxford (she has worked at both universities.)
Although it can be said that the traditional course is more researched based at Oxbridge, with minimal
patient contact for the first three years, I found myself liking the idea. It is very structured at Cambridge
and you can branch out into a lot of areas; some people even learnt languages alongside medicine.
Cambridge opens up many doors for medicine, and other subjects. They have a multitude of facilities
with libraries at every college and I found the collegiate system very interesting.
To get into Cambridge, you would need two A*s and one A and although this is a challenge, it is
definitely possible. The specific course outline for medicine was a standard 6 year program. They have
their own specific hospitals that the students go out and work in. This is near the campus and easily
accessible. I found this talk useful and it will definitely help me when I fill out my UCAS application.
Rachel: 12E
Law
In the Law talk, we were told about the difference between studying Law at Cambridge and Oxford,
where they gave us the overview of the course for both universities. The talk was very useful, as the LNAT
was explained, entry requirements and other elements useful for studying law. Important podcasts and
books were recommended to us, including ‘Law In Practice’ by John Wevill. Overall, I enjoyed the law
talk, because it gave me a greater insight as to what it is like to study law at Oxbridge and prepared me
for my university application process.

Divine: 12E

News from the FPTA
Thanks to donations and support, the FPTA have recently been able to fund;

Blinds, projector and additional equipment for the gym so that it can be transformed for movie
nights and other events

A digital clock and scoreboard for the Sports Hall to keep score during matches
Previously we’ve also funded amongst other things;

Strong but portable staging that can be used for drama, fashion shows etc.

Lighting for drama

New chairs and outdoor seating

Cameras

Musical instruments
Whether you’ve bought Christmas raffle tickets, attended an event, or donated by ParentPay - a huge
thank you to everyone who has supported the FPTA this year so far.
How you can get involved;

Come along to the next FPTA meeting on 29thApril in the school canteen, everyone
welcome. This is also your chance to put forward ideas for things that the committee can fund

Put Friday 5th July 2019 in your diary for the Summer BBQ – open to all student

Donate via ParentPay – over £270 has been raised since January this year
Thank you,
Lydia: FPTA Chair
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Forthcoming Events
Wednesday 24th April

Start of Term 5

Thursday 25th April

Year 10 presentation evening
“Oxbridge plus”

Tuesday 30th April

Year 7 and 8 UKMT Junior
Maths Challenge

Wednesday 1st May

Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh’s
meeting and kit allocation

Wednesday 1st May

Parent Information EveningSixth Form Cambodia trip

Thursday 2nd May

Year 9 Parents’
Consultation Evening

Friday 3rd May

Year 9, 10, 11 Drama trip
to see “Noughts and
Crosses”

Tuesday 7th May

Year 12 UCAS information
Evening

Friday 10th May

Year 10 Geography trip to
Epping Forrest

Friday 17th May

Year 8 HPV vaccinations

Tuesday 21st May

Year 7 trip to the Tower of
London

Tuesday 21st May

Year 10 trip to Shorne Country
Park

Thursday 23rd May-Tuesday 28th May Year 12 trip to Rome and the
Bay of Naples
Friday 24th May

End of Term 5
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