DGGS Times
ISSUE NUMBER 57

From the Headteacher

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:
Head Student

2

DARTFORD GRAMMAR SCH OOL FOR GIRLS

Team
Religious

3

Education
Quality Award
Year 7
4
Christmas Party
Year 7

6

Christmas Carol
Service
Design and
6
Technology Club
Art news

8

Duke of
Edinburgh’s
Award Training
Day

10

Candle
Conference

12

French
Exchange

13

French Cookery
session

14

House Update

14

Oxbridge
Success

15

Sporting Success 16

Reducing plastic 17
waste
Forthcoming
Events

February 2019

18

Dear Parents/Carers
Term 3 for our public examination students in
Years 11 and 13 is characterised by mock
exams and then a special mock results
assembly, when they all received their
individual results in an envelope, to give them
an idea of what it will be like when collecting
their results in August. The most important
point of the mock examination process is
what students learn individually from it where they need to focus their efforts in the
coming months, what revision strategies help
them to learn best, and where they may need
a little extra support. With the help and
support of teachers and parents/carers, we
know that they can do it! Last Thursday
evening, the Year 11 GCSE Dance class also
gave us an indication of their great potential
when they performed their examination
dances to their parents/carers. With
continued hard work and
dedication, we have every
confidence that all students in
both year groups will make
the most of the next few
months to achieve the grades
they are hoping for.
Whilst the mock exams have been a focus
for the older year groups, there have also
been numerous different activities and events
across the school, which complement the
taught curriculum and support students’
learning. This has included the Year 7 and 8
inter-house swimming gala, the UK Maths
Challenge, Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
training day, House competitions, Art,
Philosophy and Drama trips, and guest
careers speakers for Years 9, 10 and 12. Year
12 students have also participated in our
excellent work exchange to Switzerland and
Sixth Form students have just returned from a
Physics trip to Cern, Geneva. The recruitment
process has now started to appoint the new
Head Student Team for 2019-2020. Year 12
students are currently submitting their
applications and the shortlisted candidates
will speak in whole school assemblies in Term
4 to explain to the whole school why they
should be the next Head Students.

I am very pleased to confirm that good
progress is now being made with our muchanticipated new two-classroom block. Work
will hopefully begin at Easter and will
continue for most of the rest of this academic
year, with the new facilities ready for use in
September 2019.
Parents/carers may have seen that the
Government released performance measures
for secondary schools earlier this term, based
on the 2018 results. We were delighted that
our school featured so highly, including
placing us in the top 10% of all schools
nationally for both progress and attainment at
GCSE. We are particularly proud because we
offer a broad and balanced curriculum that is
not in any way designed to maximise
achievement in any performance table; we
believe in the importance of students having
the flexibility and opportunity to study the
subjects that most interest
them individually, so that they
can all achieve success and
open doors for their futures.
The Headteacher Parents’
Surgeries for Term 4 are on
Tuesday 5th March from 4pm to 6pm and
Wednesday 20th March from 4pm to 6pm. If
you would like to make an appointment to
talk to me at my Parent Surgeries, please
contact my PA, Ms Lorraine Dance on
extension 237 or by email
ldance@dartfordgrammargirls.org.uk. All
appointments are initially for 20 minutes,
with follow up appointments made where
required. It is often helpful if parents/carers
can inform me of any specific queries in
advance of the meeting so that I may have
answers to any particular questions. Parents/
carers are also encouraged to contact subject
teachers, form tutors or the Head of Year with
any queries or concerns.
Finally I would like to wish all our families
a safe and enjoyable half term break. We look
forward to welcoming back all students to
Term 4 on Monday 25th February.
Sharon Pritchard
Headteacher
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Head Student Team
Throughout our time as Head Students, we have had the pleasure of working with
the hardest working team, including our House Captains and their deputies. Being
part of this team has been such an enjoyable experience, allowing us all to spread
positivity throughout all years. Being able to work alongside the teachers on projects
has allowed us to enhance our skills in research and organisation, allowing our whole
team to become a tight knit group.
I have learnt the importance of hard work, dedication and team work, adapting to
everyone’s strengths and weaknesses, in order for events to run smoothly such as
Parents’ Evenings and Open evenings, as well as events such as PTA beauty evenings
and quiz nights.
Some of my highlights have been seeing the whole school come together to
promote and raise money for a variety of different charities, close to students’ hearts.
Witnessing the sense of community and collaboration makes me both so proud to
represent the school and the values we stand for.
For the future of Head Students, we are supporting our fellow students’ cultural
day, one of our final events as HST. The creation of a large scale female empowerment
mural is continuing, hoping to be finished alongside Year 13 CAS as well as the art
prefects. Finally, the skills and knowledge I have gained from this role have shown me
that all abilities should be praised and promoted no matter how small.
Alice 13B

If I could sum up this past year as a Head Student in one word, it would have to
be ‘insightful’. I have gained invaluable skills such as being organised, working
effectively in a team and planning events to meet specific criteria. All of these and
many more place me in good stead for the wider world. Thanks to my role as a
Head Student, I feel more confident to approach certain situations as a bold leader
and give an input grounded with knowledge and experience.
One of my fondest memories of being a Head Student includes the frequent
meetings with the rest of the team. It’s been an absolute privilege to work
alongside genuine, hard-working, yet easy-going people. Bouncing off each other’s
energies and ideas really made this journey the enjoyable one that it is now. I’ll
admit, the role wasn’t easy, but it was unquestionably worth every second.
All things considered, the role of Head Student has inspired a confidence in me
and equipped me with the skills for the future; skills of listening, learning and
leadership.
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We are delighted to announce that the school has achieved the Silver Award for the
Religious Education Quality Mark. This is in recognition of the enthusiasm and
dedication shown by our students through all Key Stages and the commitment of
staff in the department.
Religious Studies is an opportunity for our students to examine and explore their
core values and attitudes by thinking about exciting and controversial topics.
Particular strengths were identified as: outstanding examination results (62% Grade
9 at GCSE, 2018), engaging links with other subjects, opportunities for students to
take control of and develop their learning, high aspirations encouraged through trips
and challenging work, and an excellent variety of creative learning activities (such as poems, raps, art
work and speeches).
In particular, it was noted that Religious Studies at DGGS is remarkable for its enormous breadth of
discussion topics in all classes. This includes a diversity of religious and philosophical approaches to
topics such as Medical Ethics, Extremism and Feminism, as well as academically rigorous discussion of
classic arguments such as the Existence of God, Morality and the Nature of Reality.

Student feedback during this process has been extremely positive. Here’s what they had to say:
“Religious Studies is a thought-provoking lesson and it triggers questions in my head”
“All of the teachers are willing to put in extra effort to help us”
“Philosophy interests me as it is always new and provides me with a wider view of the world”
“I mainly ask questions out of interest and curiosity”.
“The three words I would use to sum up Religious Studies are: opinions, development and creativity”.
We are now looking forward to new ventures and providing students with further opportunities in
Religious Studies. There are already plans in place for a Philosophy Enrichment Day for Year 8 and to
enter student work in to national competitions.
Thank you to all students and staff that helped us during this process.
Miss Watson
Curriculum Area Leader: Religious Studies
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Year 7 Christmas Party
On Thursday 13th December, Year 7 had
a Christmas party at school. This was a
great opportunity to relax and have fun
with our friends. As the last bell rang, all
other year groups made
their way out of school
while Year 7 went to their
form rooms and got
changed into their party
clothes. The outfits varied
from simple jeans and a
jumper to beautiful
dresses. We had to stand
outside in our forms until the food arrived.
Fortunately the food came quickly and we
were called into X11 form by form.
As we made our way into X11, we saw
6 long tables; each table was adorned with
the colours of each DGGS house. At this
point, we were all becoming extremely
excited and very hungry, as we could smell
the pizza. We took our seats and Miss
Kellett explained that she
would put music on, and
as soon as ‘Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer’
came on, we would have
to clean up our tables as
quickly as possible… there
was a prize for the
cleanest table! The songs
started, and teachers came around with
boxes of pizza. We all had Christmas
crackers and started popping them and
telling the jokes inside. In front of us,
there were also drinks of all different
flavours, such as tropical, orange and
blackcurrant. All of the pizza was finished
in a matter of minutes; it was clear that a
group of 180 kids could finish pizza
extremely quickly. Everyone was talking,
laughing and having a good time, what we
didn’t realise, was there was still so much
more to come!

After the pizza was finished, the
teachers gave us all the option of vanilla or
chocolate cake, and that was also gone in
minutes. We were all full, and ready to go
to the main hall, when
‘Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer’ started playing.
We had all forgotten about
the challenge, and
everyone was panicking
and swiftly rushing around
trying to clear their tables.
In the end, 7P won, gaining
a whole bucket of sweets to share in form
the next day. Everyone else was slightly
disappointed, however we realised that
we still had a disco to enjoy. We walked
to the main hall, where the lights were
down and there was a professional DJ on
the stage - at this point, we were ready to
party. The DJ’s mixes were amazing, and
he seemed to know exactly what we all
wanted. There were many
points where extremely
talented students were
showing us their backflips
and dance routines, and we
were all amazed at how
incredible they were. The
teachers even joined in and
danced with us! Everyone
was so happy while they were dancing and
singing. After a few hours, it was time to
go home, but there was one final surprise
for us…We were each given a tube of
sweets or chocolates!
Finally, we got our valuables back, said
goodbye to our friends and began to make
our way back home. That night was so
incredible, and we will all remember it for
the rest of our lives. We all want to say
thank you to the DJ and all the teachers
and staff who organised this night for us,
we’re all so grateful!
Alaana 7C
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The Year 7 Christmas Party was an extremely successful
and enjoyable event as almost all Year 7s attended. I’m sure
I speak for all of us when I say everyone had an amazing
evening: hanging out and dancing with friends, eating and
having a great time in general. It was the first time we got
to know each other in a casual setting, meaning that it really
developed our friendships.
As soon as the bell rang for the last lesson of the day,
everyone was just bustling with excitement and ran to their
form rooms to get ready. Once we were ready, we made our
way down to the hall where the tables with food were
already set beautifully. Whilst festive Christmas music
played in the background, we ate pizza and chocolate cake,
chatted, exchanged amusing jokes from crackers and wore
crowns. After we finished eating, we had a competitive
challenge on cleaning up our tables the quickest! It was
extremely funny!
We then walked down to the main hall where the disco
took place with the DJ stand and flashing lights. Everyone
was dancing and it truly was memorable as the first Year 7
party. What was really entertaining were the teachers, who
were just absolutely eager to show off their fantastic dance
moves. Numerous dance battles were held and the
atmosphere was just unreal!
It was a really fun and enjoyable evening. I had a great
time and I cannot wait for the next one. Thank you very
much to all the staff who helped organise this party for us.
Isabelle 7H

We changed into our party clothes
once school had finished and lined up
outside the canteen, a whole truck of
Pizza Hut pizza was loaded off in the
main hall, we were all very excited and
surprised by this, we then entered the
hall in our forms - my form were lucky
enough to go in first! - We had choices of
3 pizza types: pepperoni, cheese and
vegetarian, they all tasted so good! After
our scrumptious meal with drinks, there
was a challenge to see which form table
could clear up the quickest!
Unfortunately, my form did not win the
great big tub of chocolate; however we
had a fun time! After that, we were led
to the main school hall for a disco! The
DJ had very cool, trendy music which my
friends and I danced to for hours on end,
even the teachers had a turn! It was a
great opportunity to socialise with other
forms, as well as our own. Everybody
was full of fatigue as the disco slowly
came to an end, we had to grab our
belongings and wait until our parents/
carers came to collect us, I have to
admit, it was the coolest and most
memorable Year 7 activity, and one
which I will never forget!
Lesley 7L
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Christmas Carol Service
All Year 7 students participated in the carol service at Christ Church on
Wednesday 19th December! We sang hymns and everyone joined in
enthusiastically. Mrs Pritchard, Mrs Green and many other teachers were also
there.
Mrs Osborne was leading the Year 7 carol service, she did a great job and it was
extremely successful… Felicity from 7C read a lovely poem about what Christmas
meant to her, Tilly from 7K and Lily from 7C also read a poem written by Bianca in
7C, Jada and Khushi from 7I read the first reading, Lola and Ela from 7L read the
second reading, Seyi from 7P sang the first verse of ‘Silent Night’ and I sang the
first verse of ‘Once In Royal David’s City’. Miss Nastou and Miss Zgoda both led
the orchestra and helped Seyi and me rehearse for our solo!
Overall, it was a great experience and was a very successful service!
Abi 7P
On Wednesday 19th December, the whole of Year 7 went over to our local church:
Christ Church. Here, everybody sang some beautiful Christmas carols, these included:
O little town of Bethlehem, Hark the Herald Angels sing and Silent Night. Not only did
everyone enjoy singing some traditional carols, there were also some interesting
readings from the Bible. These were read, confidently and loudly by two people from
each form! As well as this, the service line-up included two wonderful carols, which
were sung incredibly by Abi and Seyi in 7P. One of these carols was called “Once in
Royal David’s City” and left the audience stunned in awe!
In addition, a lovely youth worker from Christ Church called Lynne Parkinson, gave
an inspiring and funny talk about what Christmas is really about; she did this by
showing the Sainsbury’s 2018 Christmas Advert, which expressed the heart-warming
message of “we only get what we give”, implying the thought of kindness and
generosity. Thus, some older students in the school were a part of a small ensemble
(led by Miss Zgoda) and showed off their musical talents when accompanying the
singers, during their solos.
Overall, this was a very reflective and enjoyable morning. Due to the dedication
and hard work of all of the readers, singers, musicians and teachers, this service was a
big success.
Hannah 7H

Design and Technology Club

ISSUE NUMBER
57
FEBRUARY

If you are considering taking Design and
Technology for GCSE, or just enjoy doing it, DT club
is perfect for you. I originally started going so that I
could finish my woodwork project but have carried
on even after the rotation. DT club allows you to
plan and make a project of your own, such as a
photo frame or phone stand. You can be creative
and use the machines to make your project as
simple or complicated as you like. It also deepens
your understanding of how to use certain tools or
where to use different woods and plastics. Even if a
piece doesn’t go to plan, it teaches you to be
resilient and figure out a way to adapt.
Sara 8I
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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In the first session of DT club I introduced the Year 8 students to a programme called Sketch Up,
where you are able to draw 3D images. Initially, I did a demonstration of how to create simple furniture
and make it 3D; such as tables and chairs using the various functions on the toolbar. Next they
measured the dimensions of their rooms and used those to make a 3D sketch of their bedrooms or
create their ideal bedrooms. In this exercise they learnt how to effectively convert mm to cm or m.
The Year 8s have learnt a variety of skills from the use of this programme, ranging from how to make
2D objects 3D, and ‘that graphics can be fun’. Also how to use Google Sketch Up effectively and the use
of different tools in order to alter the structure, size and shape of the object. Furthermore they made
links to the use of Sketch Up to architecture and the initial stages of creating buildings.
Many of the girls have thoroughly enjoyed the sessions they have had so far in DT Club as their
creativity can flow where anything is possible.
Rachael 12G

The 3D drawing below was produced by Kathryn 8I
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Year 12 Tate Britain Trip
On Thursday 3rd January, Year 12 A
Level Art students went on a trip to
Tate Britain in Westminster. Here, we
got to see the entries of The Turner
Prize 2018 as well as view the general
collections. The Turner Prize
(named after the Romantic
painter J.M.W Turner) is a
prize presented every year
to a British visual artist. The
prize represents all media
and this year a lot of the
best entries (including the
winning entry) were in the
media of film.
The winner of this year’s Turner
Prize was “Bridgit”, a thirty-two
minute film by artist and film-maker
Charlotte Prodger. We focused on this
film because not only did it win, but it
was also the most accessible to us as
it was in fact the shortest (some of
the other films were up to four hours
long!) In Bridgit, Prodger explores a
range of themes including identity,
connection/loss of connection,
consciousness/unconsciousness,
landscapes, history and more - all
filmed entirely on her iPhone.
I think that for most of us, our first
impression of Bridgit was that it was a
bit strange and confusing because
there was a lack of correspondence in
that different scenes did not often
relate to each other or the voiceovers

that accompanied them. When I think
of a film, like most people, I expect a
storyline or scenes that connect
together to create something that
makes sense to the viewer. However
in Bridgit this was not the
case and although the film
was hard to follow, the loss/
absence of connection was
really interesting in terms of
the structure of the film.
In our next lesson after the
trip, we discussed our ideas
and views about Bridgit and
what ideas we could take
from it to create our own film in
response.
Overall the trip was very beneficial
to us as it got us to think “outside the
box” and more conceptually about art
instead of just focusing on the visual
aspect. Also, as we have to create our
own film inspired by Bridgit, it gets us
out of our comfort zones and makes
us explore a different media so we
can develop and broaden our artistic
skills.
Finally, it is always good for us to
visit galleries as it means we can gain
inspiration from a wide range of
artists to influence our ideas and the
art we create.
Emma 12A

Key Stage 3 Art Club
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Art club is an after school opportunity for Key Stage Three students to
gain a range of skills in Art by the guidance of the Sixth Form prefect
team. We engage the students in a range of activities to help improve their
art skills as well as explore a range of different techniques and materials.
In Term 1 we started with a Christmas theme to help engage the students
with a range of exciting and challenging activities consisting of festive cards,
origami and pop up cards to help stimulate creativity.

FEBRUARY
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For Term 2, we moved onto a new theme of “Organic” where we are currently working with clay in
the hopes of achieving a clay bowl at the end of the term. We have started to look into the meaning of
“Organic” through ordinary objects, looking deeply at the marks and textures from the textures on shells
to the marks on leaves. Within this, the students have created plans for their bowls and have also made
clay tiles, experimenting with different tools to create marks and techniques such as the score and slip
method and coiling to create structure.
Art club is open to Years 7 and 8 on a Tuesday after school from 3.30pm to 4.30pm in X9. Come along
and try out some new skills!
Raveena 12C

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Duke of Edinburgh’s
Expedition Training Day
On 26th January, sixty-five Year 10 DGGS Bronze DofE students were
thrilled at the opportunity of coming into school on a Saturday. Armed
with pots, pans, food rations and layers of warm clothing, our girls were
ready for training day.
Our DofE staff, alongside Ben Bullen’s team, did a fantastic job in
teaching and supporting the students with many new skills that they will
be using for their practice and qualifying expeditions in May and June. The
Expedition section of DofE requires participants to be self-sufficient. This
means that alongside a two day 24km trek through the Garden of England
(not the whole of it, of course!), whilst carrying a heavy load on their backs
and an overnight camp to top it off, our students will need to be
knowledgeable in some basic aspects of the great outdoors. This
campcraft includes navigation, pitching a tent and cooking a meal on a
trangia stove – all of which they had the opportunity to experience on
Saturday.
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Needless to say, there were some impressive chefs among our students, whose patience was
truly tested in the bitter cold outdoors. Who would’ve thought that boiling a pot of cold water on a
small kindling flame would take so long? Let’s just say that they will appreciate a kettle much more.
That being said, the students learnt that there is nothing more satisfying than tucking into a hot
meal after the physical demands of pitching a tent with a missing pole…
This experience gave our girls a realistic taster of what they can expect for their upcoming
expedition weekends (except the missing pole!). One thing they will definitely develop more is
patience.

After tents and trangias, the girls were given sound advice on what to pack for an overnight camp,
and the best types of clothing that would keep them warm on a cold night. I’m sure our parents and
guardians will be happy to hear that they can find all this in their very own bedroom wardrobes! So
there’s no need to break the bank!
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Finally, we rounded off the day with some map reading skills, which will be
put to the test on the expedition weekends. With a little more practice in
school, the girls will be ready to navigate their way through our Great British
cow fields to the comfort of their sleeping bags.

I think it’s fair to say that the girls performed admirably
on Saturday, and we received many compliments from
Ben Bullen’s team. Well done girls and see you on the
expedition!
Miss Al-Rawi
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Centre Co-ordinator

Candle Conference
th

ISSUE NUMBER
57
FEBRUARY

On Friday 8 February Year 13
Religious Studies students attended an
excellent supplementary revision lecture
presented by Dr Peter Vardy, a prominent
British theologian. Vardy, who is an
exemplary orator, verbally explored some
of the most famous responses to life’s
biggest questions - does the universe
really show signs of order and purpose? Is
evil and suffering the biggest challenge
facing religious believers? When making a
moral decision, does the end justify the
means?
We began with a cumulative summary
of the teleological argument as on our
specification, but Dr Vardy then
proceeded to rake the theory with a finetooth comb, encouraging us to explore
Aquinas’ fifth way and Paley’s watch
analogy not just as exam requirements,
but as living, developed theories that we
could evaluate and criticise. A riveting
section on evil and suffering followed,
spanning the breadth of Christian
traditions accompanied by a secular view
grounded decades of debate in the
relatable 21st century. Periodic breaks to

allow discussion found us debating and
forming lines of argument based on Dr
Vardy’s open questions included on his
PowerPoint presentation.
Vardy’s easy flow and engaging
explanations clarified difficult points of
our required utilitarianism topic, and the
accompanying lecture booklet contained
immensely helpful example essays, wider
reading references, an exam structure and
nuanced responses to philosophical
debates.
The closing debate on whether
Christians should support the legalisation
of euthanasia was lively and engaging - Dr
Vardy encouraged us to actively develop
our responses by transcending personal
opinion and building detailed
philosophical arguments.
There was a great intellectual buzz that
surrounded the entire day, which in all
was an exceedingly helpful as well as
fascinating experience, one which I would
highly recommend for the coming year
groups.
Year 13 Religious Studies Student

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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French Exchange Students visit DGGS
Between 30th November and 7th December, our exchange participants and their families hosted
their French partners in return.
The French group came to us a lot less nervous than our Year 10 and 11 students had been back
in October, as they knew each other better and our students were eager to return the hospitality
they had received when in Bondues. They arrived at lunch time on Friday 30 th November and
spent their first afternoon visiting our school, followed by a “welcome tea” reception in the Sixth
Form café.
After their weekend spent in their respective families, the French visitors and their two
accompanying teachers took part in excursions to Greenwich and went on a river cruise to the
London Eye on Monday 3rd December.
In order to experience lessons on this side of the Channel and see what the daily life of a DGGS
student is like, the French students spent Tuesday 4th in our school. It is never the same when one
reads and hears about wearing a uniform, having short lunch breaks, form periods, assemblies and
a short day at school, but lessons 5 days a week: so many differences between our two countries
which enable us all to be more open-minded and understanding of others.
Wednesday 5th December was spent largely at the Science Museum and Thursday 6th December
was the busiest day for all, as the French group had booked a visit of the Tower of London for the
morning and tickets for the Theatre to see the “Phantom of the opera”. In the afternoon, Mrs
Kleywegt and our exchange participants joined them in London to share one of their activities and
maximise our time with them.
We would like to thank our colleagues for allowing French students in their lessons, Mrs
Kleywegt for hosting 2 French teachers and ensuring all went well during that week and Mrs
Pritchard for allowing our students to benefit from this experience.

Mrs Saunders
Teacher: French, German
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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French Cookery Session
Year 9 French students created ‘chocolat fondant’ in the cookery room recently.
They followed a French recipe with minimal assistance and created their soft
brownies with a lot of skill. Congratulations to all students on doing such a great job
and I am glad you enjoyed eating them.
Serena and Shopika’s creation
Abigail O and Lauren’s creation,
after a little sampling!

Miss Kellett
Teacher: French
Assistant Headteacher

House Update
House Competitions have continued to be entered by all students in their
form groups. The Term 2 competition of learning either the 50 states of
America or all the countries of Africa was won by 9H.
The current competition is on 15 of the world's most famous paintings, and
students have been challenged to learn the name of the painting, the artist
and the artist's nationality.
The House Charity Days this year will be held through the year groups, with
each form group raising money for their House's charity. Form groups are
starting to plan their money-raising events and hope to raise as much money
as possible for good causes.

CURRENT HOUSE
POINTS

ISSUE NUMBER
57
FEBRUARY

HEVER

4577

LEEDS

4744

CHARTWELL

4691

IGHTHAM

3997

PENSHURST

4885

KNOLE

4550

Miss Kellett
Assistant Headteacher
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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I am very excited to have been offered a place to study Geography at Cambridge. Since I visited a Cambridge college with the school at the beginning of Year 12 I knew this was where I wanted to study. The application process was very long and daunting. In Year 12 and 13 I regularly
attended the school’s Oxbridge group and this helped me to be prepared for all the major elements of the process. Like all UCAS applicants, I had to write a personal statement and was able
to include a variety of activities I had done in Year 12 and 13 such as attending a Geography lecture in London and entering a Cambridge essay competition. I also received a lot of help from my
teachers, who gave me advice on how to structure it.
Like most Oxbridge candidates I had to take an admissions test. The Geography admissions
test consisted of a logic and reasoning section, reading comprehension and an essay. The most
interesting part of the test was the reading comprehension section as I had to read several articles on whether maths should be considered as art! This shows that you have to be prepared for
anything.
Once I found out I had an interview, the school were very helpful in giving me several mock
interviews to help me prepare. In my interview I was given a rock and was asked various questions about it. This was not the sort of question that I had expected but you have to be adaptable. Although the questions were very difficult, the interviewers were very friendly and if I did
not understand anything I was able to ask questions, which made the process less intimidating.
Alicia 13F

What I did to get an offer to study Medicine at the University of Cambridge as well as Brighton and
Sussex Medical School was starting everything quite early. I attended the regular medics meetings run
by the school, which helped me prepare for the different stages of my application and encouraged me
to broaden the scope of my medical knowledge. This included, organising work experience months in
advance and starting my personal statement before the summer holiday, so that teachers had enough
time to give me feedback on what I'd written. During work experience, I took a notebook with me and
wrote down anything I saw that showed key skills of a health care professional. These notes helped me
to prepare for my interview a lot as I used events in my work experience to answer many of my
questions in interviews.
Over the summer holiday, I sat my UKCAT and in October I sat my BMAT. My advice for sitting both
admission tests is to practise as much as you can and give yourself enough time to prepare as the tests
will be very tough without enough practice. Lastly, to prepare for my interviews I looked online for a
bank of questions and wrote down notes on the most common questions. The school ran multiple mock
mini interviews which helped me prepare. There is also help available for general medical panel
interviews. For Cambridge and Oxford interviews, the school arrange a number of interviews which help
you get used to answering a lot of different types of unfamiliar questions. With Cambridge interviews it
is very important to be able to verbalise your thoughts fluently as they are more interested in the way
you think than whether you can get to the correct answer. I would recommend that you revise your
subject content really well and get a biology teacher to ask unfamiliar biology questions that require you
to use the knowledge you already have to answer the question.
Overall, my main advice is to not stress and be organised. If you need any help in terms of your
application there are a variety of teachers who are able to help you throughout the process.
Lora 13F
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Year 7 and 8 Sport Hall
Athletics success
Congratulations to the Year 7 and Year 8 Sports Hall Athletics Team firstly
for winning their qualifying event to become Dartford Champions and secondly
for being selected to represent Dartford against the 14 other areas within
Kent. All students performed exceptionally well with Year 7 finishing 9th in
Kent and Year 8 with Bronze medals. Well done
Mrs S Bluett
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Physical Education
Year 7 Sports Hall Athletics team

The Kent Schools Athletics Finals was one of the most exciting and
enjoyable events I have taken part in so far throughout my time in Year 7 at
DGGS. As students, we encountered various races, ranging from 200 to 600m,
as well as challenging relay and obstacle races.
As for the field events, students were selected to participate in numerous
events, such as: the vertical jump, the standing long jump, the triple jump,
speed bounce and many more.
Thank you to Mrs Bluett and Mrs Coxall and I hope that I will be able to take
part again in Year 8.
Lily 7C
ISSUE NUMBER
57
FEBRUARY
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Year 8 Sports Hall Athletics team
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On Tuesday 5th February 2019, six competitors from Year 8 took part in the Kent Indoor Athletics Finals
after winning the qualifiers earlier in the year. The students that took part were Anne, Jehona, Rommy,
Toun, Freya and Olivia. Everyone competed in at least one field and one track event. The track events
included a two lap, four lap and six lap running race, an obstacle and normal relay, as well as an 8 lap
parlauf.
The field events included triple jump, long jump, speed bounce, shot put, and vertical jump. In each
event there were either 14 or 28 competitors and points were allocated to each team depending on
where they placed.
Overall, our team managed to come third with 394 points, just five points off first place. We all
received a bronze medal and were very proud of the fact we were the third best athletic team in the
whole of Kent!
Thank you to Mrs Bluett and Mrs Coxall for organising and taking us to the competition!
Freya 8L

Championing the cause of reducing plastic waste
We have introduced a new plastic bottle recycling point in the canteen to separate those items from the
general waste which invariably find their way to landfill or the ocean. The dedicated bin will
allow us to play our part in recycling as much plastic as possible and we would like to
encourage students to remain vigilant in their recycling efforts.
Putting plastic to good use is also evident in our playground where we have installed some
new benches, unique in design in that they are made from 100% recycled plastic. The bad
element of plastic, in that it takes over 400 years to decompose, will actually
be of benefit to students in the lifespan and durability of these benches. We
will gradually replace all the playground furniture with this type of product.
In an extra bid to reduce our use of plastic, all plastic cutlery in the school is being replaced
with a wooden bamboo substitute.
Mr Drake
Business Manager
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

Forthcoming Events
Monday 25th February

Start of Term 4

Tuesday 26th February

Year 13 Intervention
Evening (by invitation)

Tuesday 5th March

Headteacher Parents’
Surgeries

Thursday 7th March

Year 12 and 13 Parents
Consultation Meeting

Tuesday 19th March

Year 13 Working Together
Evening

Wednesday 20th March

Headteacher Parents’
Surgeries

Thursday 21st March

Year 10 Parents’
Consultation Meeting

Thursday 28th March

Whole School Musical
Performance - ‘Schools
Will Rock You’

Friday 29th March

Whole School Musical
Performance - ‘Schools
Will Rock You’

Thursday 4th April

Year 7 Parents’
Consultation Meetings

Wednesday 10th April

End of Term 4
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