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Dear parents/carers
As I write my introduction to the last
newsletter of the calendar year, it always
provides an opportunity to reflect on the
many successes and achievements of our
students since September. Following the
excellent GCSE and A Level examination
results, we celebrated student
achievements in our annual
Prize Giving Evening in
September. As the year has
progressed we have
continued to be very
impressed with students’
mature approach to their
studies, their excellent
attendance and punctuality,
smart dress and thoughtful
conduct around the school; I
would like to thank parents/
carers for your continuing
support in helping us to
maintain these high
standards.
This term, following the record breaking
numbers of prospective Year 7 students
and their parents/carers attending the
main school Open Evening at the very end
of Term 1, on 22nd November we also
welcomed our highest ever number of
prospective Year 12 students to our Sixth
Form Open Evening. At both events visitors
gave overwhelmingly positive feedback
about students’ communication skills,
enthusiasm, very warm welcome and their
pride in the school.
Parents/carers may be interested in an
update regarding our new planned 2
classroom block next to the Sports Hall. We
had hoped that building would have started
this term, however we have been assured
by Kent County Council who are funding
the works, that the project will be going
ahead early in the new calendar year. I will
keep parents/carers updated when we
have any more news.
As we approach the very end of term,

we have further opportunities to recognise
student achievement in our celebration
assemblies taking place for all year groups,
with awards, certificates and student
performances. Special congratulations
must go to Moyra Donnelly in Year 11 who
has designed our school Christmas card this
year (pictured). In the last few weeks, we
also have enjoyed the
excellent Winter Concert,
the Humanities Annual
Christmas Lecture, a
traditional Christmas lunch
for students and staff, the
Christmas Carol Service for
Year 7 students at Christ
Church and a number of
Christmas parties. A very
busy and festive way to end
Term 2.
As with all aspects of school
life, we are always keen to
hear parents’/carers’
feedback; if you have any
comments or suggestions please email
school@dartfordgrammargirls.org.uk.
The Headteacher Parent Surgeries for
Term 3 are on Wednesday 23rd January
4:00pm - 6:00pm and Thursday 7th
February 4:00 - 6:00pm. If you would like
to make an appointment to talk to me at
my Parent Surgeries, please contact my PA,
Ms Lorraine Dance on extension 237 or by
email LAD@dartfordgrammargirls.org.uk. I
would also encourage parents/carers to
contact your daughter’s/son’s form tutor,
subject teacher or Head of Year to discuss
any concerns or queries.
I hope that all our families have a very
Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year.
We look forward to welcoming back all
students at the usual time on Thursday 3rd
January 2019.
Sharon Pritchard
Headteacher
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New X11 Pod
We have always been happy with the quality and value of the food and drinks which
we have provided in partnership with our catering contractor Caterlink, but following
feedback from the Form Captains in their meetings with Mrs Pritchard, wanted to tackle
the long queues.
Therefore, with this in mind, students will have noticed that our catering provision in
X11 has been refurbished over the last term and has now been rechristened as the POD.
It provides hot and cold snacks at both break and lunchtime and carries a number of
items which are not available in the main canteen.
With the POD fully operational now this gives students two great places to fill up on
food and drinks at both break and lunch, three if you are lucky enough to be in the Sixth
Form, as they also have a dedicated café providing exclusive items for Sixth Form
students only.
We will continue to introduce new items and exciting promotions over the rest of the
term and would welcome any suggestions from students about what else we can bring to
these areas.
Mr Drake
Business Manager

Sixth Form Open Evening
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On Thursday 22nd November
we welcomed our current Year 11 students
and prospective Year 12 students into see
our outstanding Sixth From, giving them the
opportunity to listen to one of two talks
from myself, several students and Mrs
Pritchard, as well as explore the A Level
subject stands to find out more about the
courses on offer. 500 student tickets were
booked in advance and so it was an
extremely busy evening. A Levels are the
preferred level 3 qualification and taken by
over 99% of students and so it was
important for students to really find out
how A levels work at our school and how
they support students’ academic
development, giving them the depth
wanted by universities and
employers. Teachers were able to provide
information on the course specifications
and how the subject is taught, but more
importantly our Sixth Formers were
fantastic ambassadors for the subject areas
talking honestly with the prospective
students about the different subjects and
what it is like to study in our Sixth Form and
how they are getting on with future plans.
Whilst A Levels provide the academic
development of our students, we also know
it is so important to develop the whole
student; to help them become excellent
communicators, develop life skills and be a
part of the School community. Prospective
students were able to explore our carefully

designed extension programme, CAS
(Community, Action & Skills) and different
projects we run in and out of school and
find out what support is on offer through
our outstanding pastoral system.
Parents/carers were able to talk to us
about how we support and develop our
Sixth Form students, how securing three
excellent grades at A Level can lead to
fantastic opportunities at a wealth of
universities and work placements and how
different A Levels are to GCSE. We were
able to give advice on choosing subjects
that maximise opportunities post A Level
and how the Sixth Form experience really is
different to Key Stage 4, even if it is within
the same school. It was a tiring but
thoroughly enjoyable evening. We would
also like to thank our Year 10 students who
did a fantastic job of directing the visitors.
We now look forward to the next phase in
supporting students with their future A
Level choice at DGGS.
“The pastoral care is something I'm so
grateful for in this school and is something
I'm proud to see my school values so highly.
Pastoral care is key, and I think DGGS does
it well.” DGGS Sixth Form Student

Mrs Kidd
Assistant Headteacher
Head of Sixth Form
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Congratulations to all the students who submitted an entry for the Christmas Card competition. It
was very difficult to decide on the winner and runner up - the Art department and the Senior Leadership
Team in the end chose this entry by Moyra in Year 11 and Gare in Year 9, as the runner up.
Miss Kellett
Assistant Headteacher

Moyra’s winning entry

Gare’s runner up entry

Student Achievement
Many congratulations to Rachael 12D who came third in the IDO
World Tap Dance Championships held in Germany the week
commencing
Monday 26th
November.
A fantastic
achievement!

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Art Competition Success
Congratulations to Willow 13F and Tobi 13A for their submissions for the
national John Downton Award. Overall 250 submissions were received. DGGS
had 5 pieces which were shortlisted and put up in Maidstone County Hall.
Eight awards were given out in total, out of these eight, Willow received the
‘Highly Commended’ Award and Tobi received the ‘Silver’ Award. These
chosen pieces will now be exhibited at the Turner Contemporary Gallery in
Margate from Saturday 12th January to Sunday 24th February 2019.
Miss Kellett
Assistant Headteacher

Willow’s artwork
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Tobi’s artwork
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Houses of Parliament
Trip 2018
On Monday 12th November our A Level Government and Politics class went on a trip to the
Houses of Parliament in Westminster. The trip was designed to give us an insight into the real-life
workings of Parliament which is important as it is relevant to the course we are studying.
The trip consisted of an informative tour of the Houses of Parliament, as well as visiting other
political landmarks in the surrounding area. The tour was organised so that we took the same route
through parliament as a piece of legislation would.
The tour involved a visit to the central lobby which is at the very centre of Parliament and it acts
as a very busy crossroad which conjoins the chambers, the Lords chamber to the south and the
Commons chamber to the north. We then walked to the House of Commons which is the lower
chamber of Parliament and we stood by the green benches, where the MPs for each constituency
would sit, while the tour guide explained how the House of Commons worked such as where the
different groups sat as well as the historical context of the chamber.
In order to get to the House of Lords we walked through the Royal Gallery and then the Queen’s
Robing Room. The Royal Gallery is an occasion room frequently used for state events, while the
Queen’s Robing Room is used during the state opening of parliament. It looks even more impressive
than on the television! Finally, we made it to the House of Lords which is the upper House of
Parliament, where we were able to go in and learn about the processes undertaken in that chamber.

Lastly, we went to visit the political landmarks in the surrounding area such as 10 Downing Street
which provides residence to the Prime Minister. Also, we saw the shrine for Remembrance Day at
the Cenotaph as the event had taken place just the week before.
Overall, the trip was informative and helpful in providing us with the insight into parliament in a
special and unique way that helped us to understand some of our scheme of work.
Emily 12A and Grace 12D

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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DGGS Annual Political Exercise 2018
Votes at 16
On the week of 12th November, the A
Level Government and Politics
department held the school’s annual
referendum which, for this year, was on
the topic of whether the UK should lower
the voting age to 16.
Prior to the event, there was a lot of
planning which had to be undertaken.
The Year 12 Government & Politics class
which consists of 18 students was divided
into two groups - one arguing the case for
lowering the voting age to 16 and one
arguing against. Each group had to vote
one person who they wanted to speak on
behalf of the team in the whole school
assembly which ultimately ended up
being Sophie against and Darcy for
lowering the voting age. The rest of the
group were responsible for the
campaigning of each argument. We had
to make posters which were allocated
around the school and research into
arguments which the two speakers would
then embed into their speeches.
We also held a hustings in HU3 on
Tuesday 13th November where both
campaign teams had to answer and
address the potential voters’ questions.
This was rather successful with a
significant turnout of people who
engaged in the debate, while members of
both campaigns tried to encourage and
entice the fellow students of the school to

vote on behalf of their team’s campaign.
In our personal opinions many people
came to the hustings with the belief that
the voting age should be lowered,
however, after being informed of the
arguments against lowering the voting
age many more left reconsidering their
beliefs and initial thoughts on the topic
which was the fundamental reason for
holding this meeting.
Finally, the representatives, Darcy and
Sophie, had to present their arguments
during the whole school assemblies for
each student to hear. Both speakers had a
three minute speech which they
presented in front of the whole school as
they convinced people to vote for their
campaign. After both of the assemblies,
the students of DGGS had time to
consider their thoughts on the topic and
speak to family and friends before
finalising their decision on the vote. The
vote was held on Thursday 15th
November where everyone had their say
in whether they think the voting age
should be lowered.
Overall, the result of the referendum
was that yes the voting age should be
lowered to 16, however, the draw was
close with the ‘for votes at 16’ campaign
winning only marginally by 11 votes.
Grace 12D and Emily 12A

I really enjoyed doing the political exercise, leading the ‘For’ campaign as I got the
chance to express my views and hopefully inspire others to do the same, in their own
way. I felt very nervous when reading my speech in the whole school assemblies,
being watched by so many other students and my teachers. But as I got in the flow of
my speech, I became more relaxed and realised that other students had the same
view as me. And, following the results, the majority of voters agreed with me: votes at
16!
Darcy 12A - For Votes at 16
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I loved the political exercise this year. I’ve always looked forward to being given
the chance to be involved with the annual campaigns and I’m so glad I did. The
chance to make mine and my classmates’ views heard, alongside the friendly
competition and immense support from my peers, staff members and the rest of the
school, has made this an experience I will never forget. If only there had been a
slightly higher turnout, the correct side of the argument would have been rightfully
victorious.
Sophie 12B - Against votes at 16.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Professor Matthew Goodwin generously donated his time and expertise for this year’s annual humanities
charity lecture. This year the lecture managed to raise over £230 for the Crisis at Christmas Appeal, a staggering
sum. The faculty is grateful to all students, staff and parents who supported the event through their attendance
or donations to the raffle. The lecture was extremely successful, with a number of interesting thoughts offered by
our speaker. Goodwin described his view as a “dissenting” one, given his suggestion that populist tendencies
such as the Brexit vote were predictable, demonstrate long-term trends and are here to stay! One of our students
has kindly offered her thoughts on the lecture below.
Mr Valentine
Curriculum Area Leader: Government and Politics
On Wednesday 5th December at the annual Christmas Charity lecture, Professor Matthew Goodwin from the
University of Kent spoke on the issue of National Populism and its impact on Politics across the world. Much of
the lecture was based upon the election of Donald Trump in the US as President and Brexit within the UK.
Professor Matthew Goodwin explained the reasons for the growth in Populism across the world suggesting that
this is because of people feeling alienated from politics - as though they are unimportant and their views are not
represented.
Shockingly, Professor Matthew Goodwin, on the topic of Brexit, explained how the typical stereotype that the
majority leave vote was due to old white men who are fascists and xenophobes is actually very untrue.
Statistically a significant amount, 30% of 18-24 year olds and 44% of people aged 25-49 voted to leave. Out of the
30% of 18-24 year olds, the voter turnout among this age group was approximately only 36% which could show
how more of this age group were pro leaving the EU yet simply didn’t vote. Although, interestingly, Goodwin did
speak about how generally the older we get, the more conservative our political ideas become and that actually,
this is consistent through time. Despite the common belief that the present day younger generations are more
liberal and that these ideologies will not be changed, Goodwin explained how eventually this will transform and
as we age it is likely our views shall become more right-wing.
Overall, the lecture was interesting and gave all who attended a real insight into the trends of current Politics,
which is largely populist, and the eye-opening reasons behind these Populist views.
Grace: 12D

Music GCSE and A Level Trip to watch
‘Les Misérables’
We had the fantastic opportunity of going to see the West End’s timeless classic, ‘Les Misérables’, on Thursday
18th October. Even after 38 years on stage, the musical hit still garnered standing ovations at the end. It was
immensely rich in remorse and carefully crafted in order for the audience to gain sympathy for the complex
characters. With an acclaimed movie adaptation that resulted in more people worldwide gaining a familiarity with
the characters, the West End original continues to capture
emotion and grab the hearts of the people watching the
musical.
Although the movie was a pleasure to watch, watching a
musical live is always more enchanting. I particularly enjoyed
‘I Dreamed a Dream’ and ‘On my Own’, two poignant ballads
highlighting the suffering of the two characters, Fantine and
Eponine, which was effective in foreshadowing their
impending downfall.
The cast gave a strong delivery with passionate singing
accompanied by an epic score from the musicians. From the
dramatic and iconic opening chords up to the euphoric finale,
the music gave an overall stunning effect. The whole thing
was simply a masterpiece, which I thoroughly enjoyed. It
brought to life the GCSE textbook and the importance music has for enhancing the plot and audience’s emotions.
The conviction and use of expression are just some of the elements that have inspired my own GCSE practice and
performance.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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JAPAN TRIP
24th October - 4th November 2018
In the October half term, a group of us were lucky enough to have the
opportunity to visit Japan. When we first arrived in Japan our first hotel
was in Tokyo. The cleanliness of the streets and the politeness of the
people was amazing. In Tokyo we visited many amazing shrines,
including the famous Meiji Shrine; we were able to try traditional
Japanese food and even visited a cat café; and we also were able to
experience a traditional tea ceremony in beautiful Hamarikyu garden
surrounded by Tokyo’s futuristic skyscrapers.
We also stayed in a traditional simplistic Japanese hotel in Hakone
which had our own private bath that overlooked a beautiful river. Even
though Mount Fuji 5th Station was extremely windy, the landscape that
surrounded us while we were there was astonishing. We then got a bullet train to
Kyoto, where we visited this amazing Sanju-sangendo, a temple which is famous for
its 1001 statues of Kannon, the goddess of
mercy, which has hundreds of identical
statues that were preserved from hundreds of
years ago, still in great condition which was
surprising due to all the devastating natural
disasters Japan has faced .
Our last location we stayed in was
Hiroshima where we visited memorials and a
museum in remembrance of the devastating
nuclear disaster Hiroshima faced after the
bombing in 1945. Then we went to
Suzugamines School where the exchange took
place. The exchange was brilliant as we were
able to learn about how people in Japan live
their lives and the different traditions they
have. The girls and staff at the school were all
so welcoming. The secret island tour (to Miyajima) was amazing, lots of deer roam
the island, me and a small group of people and I hiked up the island which was
amazing. We walked to the summit at the top which had an astonishing 360 view
around. I thoroughly
enjoyed visiting Japan and
I loved their culture.
Maya 10P
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The Japan trip was filled with many exciting adventures. We travelled around the country visiting popular
tourist sites and seeing amazing temples, landscapes and beautiful gardens in Tokyo, Kyoto, Hakone and
Hiroshima. The most exciting part was when we first arrived in Tokyo and had our first delicious dinner at
Skytree. Tokyo Skytree is a broadcasting, restaurant, and observation tower in Sumida, Tokyo, Japan. It
became the tallest structure in Japan in 2010 and reached its full height of 634.0 metres in March 2011. This
was a great start to the trip and everyone was excited to see what was in store. We enjoyed delicious
buckwheat noodles, tempura and rice while looking out at the amazing view.
The highlight of the trip for me was the last few days we spent at the Suzugamine Girls’ School in
Hiroshima, where we received a warm welcome from all the students and teachers. Everyone was very
excited to greet us and test out their English skills by talking to us. We spent the nights with our host families
who took us out to experience Hiroshima and we spent the days in the school receiving special lessons and
observing the difference in Japanese schools. To end the trip, as a team, we prepared a special “sayonara”
presentation where we performed songs and dances. I will always remember the Japan trip as it was THE
BEST TRIP EVER!
Mercy 10P

I enjoyed every moment of the trip, from the Cute Street in Tokyo, to the kind and welcoming families in
Hiroshima. In the future, I will definitely go there again, just to relive it (and to visit the Onishi family!)
Olivia 11H

The trip to Japan was one of the most amazing trips I’ve been on through the school. It allowed me to
experience the different culture, from wearing a yukata to understanding Shintoism and Buddhism. The food
was also delicious, trying out cultural food like octopus and okonomiyaki. The best part of this trip was
meeting our Japanese partners and experiencing their lifestyle. I had an amazing time with everyone on the
trip and with my partner from Japan.
Devishi 11K

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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I think the best part of the whole Japanese Exchange trip was staying in
Hiroshima. Rather than staying with a family, I stayed in the Japanese dormitories
and met so many wonderful girls. The experience was definitely one I'll never forget
and it is unlikely I will ever do anything like it again.
Megan 12B

The DGGS trip to Japan was easily the best trip I have ever been on. There
were many highlights during my trip, including seeing a traditional Japanese
wedding, trying an array of delicious foods such as matcha ice cream and
Japanese fried chicken, and taking a selfie with a deer on Miyajima island. I
was also lucky enough to visit Suzugamine School. The students were so
welcoming and sweet, and my homestay family treated me with such kindness
that I even cried when I had to say goodbye. This trip has made a huge impact
on me and I am adamant that I would like to go to Japan again, possibly to
study abroad as part of my university degree. Many thanks to Mrs Duncan and
Mr Barton for making this unforgettable trip possible!
Esther 11P

Whilst in Japan I had a lovely sense of being welcomed by everyone, all people
were so friendly and took care of us so well. I stayed in the dormitory and met a
new family, and I was very sad to leave. We were also included in the school
activities, I felt like one of their students.
Maya 10C
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Japan was an enriching experience for me as I learnt about a completely different culture and
enjoyed being able to immerse myself into their way of life. Their politeness and happiness is
something I will never forget and wish we could all experience.
Megan 11H

It was such an amazing experience. I got to learn about a totally different lifestyle and viewed how life
from the other side of the world looked like! I enjoyed sightseeing and trying new cuisine and experienced
authentic Japanese culture, which was a mix between traditional and modern. Overall the Japan Trip was
something that I will never forget and hope to go back some day.
Nav 10H

Japan was probably the best experience I
have had. I’ve been reflecting how grateful I
have been to say I have travelled to Japan at
the age of 14. I have learnt many new things
and developed my learning about Japan. This
Japan trip was truly so unforgettable. Being
an exchange student in a country like Japan
is truly an honour, I was able to unravel the
true experiences not just as a tourist but as a
Japanese student.
Rasika 10C

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Échange Franco
Britannique 2018
Our third French exchange started with our stay in Bondues, close to Lille in
Northern France from 3rd October to 10th October and has just finished with the return
visit of the French group between 30th November and 7th December.
Our Year 10 and 11 students were hosted in their French partners’ homes and
therefore immersed themselves in the French culture and language, in a typical family
setting.
Our students were paired according to their common hobbies and the general
feedback upon our return was very positive. Many thanks to our students’ parents,
who in turn, hosted the French students recently. Both groups were very excited and
thankful for the experience.

Unfortunately for our students, the sand-yachting workshop
in Dunkerque had to be cancelled, due to lack of wind which
is unheard of! Instead, we enjoyed magnificent sunshine on
the beach and our first crêpe and drink followed by a visit to
the maritime museum.
We all took part in a visit to the textiles museum where our students embroidered
constellations, while their French partners used sewing machines to make a soft case.
Our students also walked in small groups around Roubaix following a map and a
bilingual questionnaire in the town centre, supported by their French partners who
shared these activities with them.
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We went on a guided tour of central Lille, followed by a well-deserved rest at the Grand Place, the main
square in Lille, for a waffle or a crêpe and a drink. On the last day, after an old colliery visit where we learnt
about the extraction of coal from the 19th century to the late sixties, we went on to a bread making workshop
which impressed all students. We left the bakery with a lot of pains au chocolat and croissants and baguettes,
quickly eaten in Lille Eurostar station.

Here are some of our students’ comments:
“It is one of the best school trips I’ve been on. Everyone was really nice, the excursions were great and the food
was delicious!”
“I was nervous about the exchange at first, but it turned out to be an amazing experience. It helped me improve
my French speaking and listening skills as well as make new friends. I would definitely recommend it.”
“The French exchange was a great learning experience for me. One of my favourite parts of the trip was going to
Belgium with my French partner and her family, because Bruges is a beautiful place and the waffles were delicious. I also loved the bakery workshop, where we made lots of loaves of bread and croissants.”
“At the beginning, it was a little awkward; however, by the end of the week, it was almost as if you were part of
the family. In the end, although we were excited to go home, everyone was sad that we had to leave as well.”
Special thanks to Mrs Kleywegt for accompanying us and managing their return stay single-handedly.
Mrs Saunders
Teacher: French and German

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Poetry Club Anniversary
Celebration
Meeting Momtaza
Poetry Club’s tenth anniversary celebrations concluded with a visit from
Young People’s Laureate for London, poet, essayist and jewellery-maker
Momtaza Mehri on Thursday 15th November. She read poems from her
collection sugah.lump.prayer, listened to Lathan 10P, Ruby 9L, Charlene 9C,
Aleena 10I, Ankita 7K and Fatima 7K reading poems they had written,
answered questions from the students about her own poetry and shared her
advice on film-making and music.
Having spent time in Saudi Arabia where poetry is very much an everyday
part of life, Momtaza began writing poetry
at the age of 13. One of the poems she
chose to read, November 1997, is based on
the Somalian tradition of videoing
weddings and sharing them with friends
and family, while her Kilburn-inspired No
Name Club conjures up her memories of
“back of the bus rebellions.”
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“Meeting Momtaza showed me that poetry doesn't ‘need’ to tell a
story and it can just be ‘random’ and whatever comes to mind at the
time. I feel that meeting Momtaza will affect the way I write poetry in a
good and helpful way. ” Charlene 9C
The 24-year-old Somali-British poet is hoping to spend her year in the
role convincing young people “to see poetry as part of their every day,
rather than in some dusty tome, or academic niche interest.”
Mehri, who has a background in biochemical science, has been
shortlisted for this year’s Brunel African poetry prize and won last year’s
Out-Spoken Page poetry prize. As Laureate, Mehri hopes to encourage
young people to voice their concerns and experiences through poetry.
The poet, from Kilburn in north-west London, was selected for the role
by a panel of arts organisations and poets, and is, according to Spread the Word’s chair of trustees Rishi
Dastidar, “an inspired choice” and a “poet to watch”.
“For young people to have an artist who is an ambassador for them, who brings their concerns,
struggles and joys to those in authority, and the wider world, is vital,” Dastidar said.
“Her poetry is precise and powerful, and rich with images that are haunting. She is not afraid to
tackle the biggest of subjects, which, combined with her talent, is going to give the role a renewed sense
of purpose and visibility.”
Mehri said she was exposed to oral forms of poetry by her family when growing up, but only began
writing for publication around four years ago.
“Over time I honed, or found, my voice, and that allowed me to feel comfortable, finding the poetic
voice I felt was most suited to me. Obviously at the beginning you’re very much inspired by your
influences,” she said.
“I think the poetry I write is interested in questions or ideas around disruption or movement, whether
it’s movement of people or places, movement between different ideas, between how things change
over different generations, and in themes of migration and urban spaces.”
During her time in the role, Mehri will be looking to amplify the voices of Londoners aged between 13
and 25, “to let them lead conversations, to be as inspired by them as hopefully they can be inspired by
me”.
She will work with writer-development agency Spread the Word on youth-focused residencies across
London, head a tour to six outer London boroughs, and co-host a special project for young London poets
called The Young People’s Poetry Lab.
Mrs Mackenzie
Teaching Assistant: English

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Philanthropic Update
Term 2 is always a busy one at DGGS for the Philanthropic Team as there are so many
events taking place nationally, events that we want to support and also some of our
more traditional fundraising takes place in the run up to Christmas.

Children in Need at DGGS
Children in Need is a charity we all know well that raises money for children who
are disadvantaged, by supporting various projects and charities across the UK that
work hard to make their life a little better. This could be children who are victims of
abuse, poverty, neglect or have disabilities that affect their day to day life. On Friday
the 16th November 2018 the whole school were invited to take part in many of the
events that were organised to raise money.
‘Pudsey’ Hunt:
Running throughout the day was a ‘Find Pudsey’ hunt. Several posters of Pudsey
were hidden around the school and the students had to find them. 82 students took
part and raised a total of £42. All correctly completed Pudsey Hunt forms were put
into a hat and the overall winners were Adanna 7I and Lara 7K.
Bake off:
9L decided to not do a sponsor event but instead to link in with the cake sale by
doing a bake off that then was demolished and sold in the cake sale. Every member of
the form made a cake that had something to do with Children in Need. Some cakes
were made in the shape of Pudsey's face; there were spotty cupcakes and a wide array
of Pudsey or spotty biscuits and cookies. These were brought in on the Thursday and
several teachers judged the cakes by their design and appearance. Many cakes were
also highly commended for their designs but the overall winners are below. 9L sold all
of their cakes the following day at the bake sale. It was a great success and they raised
lots of money.

First place: Mia and Jess

Second place: Eseohe

Third place: Naomi
Second place
First place

Third place
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Cake Sale:
All students were invited to donate home baked goods for a cake sale at lunchtime. The Philanthropic team
were overwhelmed with a wide array of donations and we ended up selling the cakes over 2 days. The baking was
of such a high standard with the fastest selling and therefore most popular cakes being the chocolate ones and
brownies. Overall the students worked hard both at home and on the day to raise over £246.

Sponsored Events:
So many individuals and classes carried out sponsored events in order to support the day. Overall an amazing
£1300 was raised through a variety of different ideas from sponsored silences, silly hair and netball shoot outs. 7C
need a specific mention as their form alone raised £355 whilst a group of friends in 10H (Anne Marie, Emily, Celona
and Amy) raised £88. As much as we would like to thank and name every individual who did give their time to be
sponsored on this day there are far too many to mention but students who raised over £50 individually included
Lottie 10H (£215), Tharmini 7I (£78), Jada 7I (£65), Chloe 9K (£60), Olokunbi 7I (£60) and Lara 7K (£58.85).
Overall a £1600 has been sent to Children in Need from DGGS. Everyone should be really proud of their
contribution.

Poppy Appeal:
As we all know Remembrance Day is on 11th November and this year it was particularly special in that it marked
100 years since the end of World War 1 at the eleventh hour on the eleventh day of the eleventh month 2018. This
year the Philanthropic Team sold poppies throughout the school and raised £145 for the British legion through the
annual Poppy Appeal. A fantastic effort all round and a special thank you to those who supported this.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Year 11: Appeal for items for the food bank
Lamiya (11P) is a police cadet and organised Year 11s to bring in items for the food bank
that would benefit families and individuals. Her focus was to steer away from food items
but to focus on cleaning products such as washing up liquid, sponges, rubber gloves,
furniture cleaner and glass and window cleaner, kitchen rolls, towels and tissues. Lamiya
was delighted with the amount of items brought in by her year group.
“Thank you to all of the Year 11s for contributing to this cause and for those who have
helped me with this project. I would like to say that my coordinator was very pleased with
the donations I have collected and this would not have been possible without your help."
Lamiya 11P

Toys to the Tree:
Toys to the tree is a DGGS tradition that has taken place for many years. As a school
we believe it is important that, as we head into a period of festivity, we take the time to
remember that not everyone will have a Christmas that is magical. There are far too
many children, teenagers, adults and families who find this time of year very stressful and
difficult. Animal rescue centres see the number of animals abandoned over this period
escalate significantly. It is so important that students see that by working collectively as a
form group, small donations can come together to enable them to become a significant
amount which is enough to buy a gift for a charity of their choice. In the school assembly
held on the 4th and 6th December, we explored the many reasons why we hold this
important philanthropic event and celebrated the students’ kindness. Many donations
went to Ellenor Lions Hospice, Willow Ward at Dartford Children’s Ward and the
Bluewater Giving Tree. When the Philanthropic Prefect Cerys 13F and fellow team
member, Heather 13D, delivered the presents to Bluewater, they were amazed at the
number of stars hung on the tree, representing real children of all ages who need an act
of kindness. Along with the stack in a box ready to be added, it really brought home how
important these gifts really are to those that receive them.
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Christmas Fundraising:
The annual Humanities Christmas Lecture took place on Wednesday 5th December and
successfully raised over £230 in aid of Crisis. On Tuesday 18th staff took part in a
Christmas jumper day to coincide with the school Christmas dinner in order to raise
money for Save the Children. The Sixth Formers will be holding their Annual Christmas
party on Thursday 20th December and their ticket includes a donation to Centrepoint, the
teenage homeless charity that works hard to ensure that children are not sleeping on the
street.
All in all it has been a fantastic term with over £2500 raised to date and we hope that
next term sees us continue to build on this total.
Mrs Kidd: Assistant Headteacher
Contributions to the article from: Anne 12B, Mathusha 12B, Esha 7L
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

The 100th anniversary of the end of World War I
- a time to reflect and remember
My name is Lamiya and I was one of the few people chosen to march down the Cenotaph on
Sunday 11th November, representing police cadets from around the country.
But how did this happen?
It all started in July when police cadets from 32 different boroughs of the Metropolitan Police came
together to compete in a variety of competitions and an overall winner was declared. Representing
the Metropolitan police cadets in the Cenotaph, however, was only offered to the winners of drill and
inspection which my borough, Bexley, had won. Only twelve out of the ten thousand cadets nationally
were going to march down the Cenotaph and I was lucky enough to be one of the twelve.
Sunday 11th November was going to be a very long day. We arrived at
Trafalgar Square at 6am, and started to prepare for what was going to
come next. It roughly took two
hours for all of us to get properly
dressed and the uniform to be
spot on. Girls had to have tight
buns with a hairnet around it and
the small hairs fixed down the
side. It is essential to get the
uniform perfect for an event like
this.
We started to line up in the
column given to us and waited. A
big bang had occurred, it was 11am and the minutes of silence began. In
reality the sounds of the bang were much louder but it did take us by
surprise. After the minutes of silence were over, we waited to start marching down and towards the
Cenotaph. As we marched down, we saluted to our left and looked at the Cenotaph monument.
Marching further down we then saw Princess Anne on our right and saluted her also.

I can honestly say it was something I have never experienced before and most likely will never be
able to again and was glad that I was able to be a part of something this meaningful. It was a very
long day and the weather was wet and cold , but it was worth it in the end.
Lamiya 11P
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Globe Players - A Christmas Carol
On Wednesday 5th December, Year 7 enjoyed
a performance of ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles
Dickens. We have been reading this book this
term and have enjoyed it so much. The
performance by the Globe Players was
phenomenal! It was so detailed and they had
clearly put a lot of effort into it.
My favourite part of the performance was when
the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come came on stage because we had not read
that part yet in English and so I was not aware of how much Scrooge’s
character had changed and developed. This performance was definitely a
highlight of Year 7 and we all enjoyed
it very much!

Arsika 7L

Skills London trip
On Friday 23rd November 2018, 142 Year 11 students attended the Skills
London jobs and careers event at ExCeL London. The event had over 240
exhibitors, universities, colleges and training providers and provided the
opportunity for the Year 11 students to discover careers through interactive,
inspirational activities and
demonstrations and helped them to
bridge the gap between what they
enjoy doing and what they could
potentially do as a career. The students
gained a wealth of information and
enjoyed the interactive nature of the
event.

Miss Fisher
Head of Year 11
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Ms Statton Beats off Competition in the
Staff Mince Pie Challenge
After some gentle coaxing, (many of the staff were very shy), we managed to tempt
some participants. Ms Statton, Mr Valentine, Mr Barton, Miss Day and Miss Stankard arrived in FS1
ready to make their own mince pies. Recipes and ingredients ready, they got to work. The hardest part
was the pastry, which was short crust, frustrations led to questions such as ‘surely we are meant to be
adding some water?’ Then came the placing pastry shapes in the bun tray and it was at this point the
(oven) gloves were off!
Working together were Mr Barton and Mr Valentine, it was all about the secret ingredients of satsuma,
apple and the secret weapon, marzipan. Students had been primed, if they tasted these flavours, they
would know they were the work of Mr Barton and, according to him, these would be the winning entry!
Miss Day and Miss Stankard also worked together and had a more traditional approach, creativity
appeared with the cookie cutters, Christmas tree and snow men topped delights were being assembled.
Ms Statton working quietly, creating her mince pies, the filling was heavily scented with all the flavours
one would expect of a traditional mince pie.

We had enormous fun and I am delighted to say that it was a close competition and Year 10 had a
tough job judging the entries.
Congratulations go to the winner Ms Statton and well done to all brave entrants …..until next year...
says Mr Barton!
Mrs Green
Curriculum Area Leader: Food Preparation & Nutrition
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Forthcoming Events
Thursday 3rd January 2019

Start of Term 3

Thursday 3rd - Tuesday 15th January

GCSE and A Level Mock
Examinations

Tuesday 8th January

Year 10 Intervention Evening

Tuesday 22nd January

Year 7 Academic Review Day

Wednesday 23rd January

Headteacher Parent Surgeries
from 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Saturday 26th January - Saturday 2nd February

Year 12 Work Experience in
Switzerland

Thursday 7th February

Headteacher Parent Surgeries
from 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Thursday 7th February

Year 9, 10, 11 UKMT
Intermediate Maths
Challenge

Friday 8th February

Year 13 Religious Studies trip
to the Candle Conference

Sunday 10th February - Tuesday 12th February

Year 12 Visit to CERN

Wednesday 13th February

Year 11 and 13 Drama trip to
see “The “Curious Incident of the
Dog in the Nighttime”

Friday 15th February

End of Term 3

Term Dates
Please click here for our 2018 - 2019 Term Dates
Please click here for our 2019 - 2020 Term Dates
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