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It gives me great pleasure to write a
brief introduction to our first newsletter of
the 2018-2019 academic year. I am
delighted to report that Term 1 has started
very positively; new students in Years 7
and 12 have settled in very well,
attendance and punctuality in all year
groups is excellent, students are looking
smart and we have been impressed with
their focus and attitude to their learning.
As parents/carers will be aware from
my start of year letter, we
were thrilled to begin this
academic year by celebrating
another set of outstanding
GCSE and A Level
examination results. The
Department for Education
has very recently published
the provisional 2018 GCSE
performance tables, and we are incredibly
proud that the progress made by students
from their starting points in Year 7, to the
end of Year 11, is in the very top category
for all schools nationally once again this
year. Whilst this is excellent for the school
community as a whole, most importantly it
means that students individually achieve
extremely well at DGGS, thus opening so
many doors for their future.
Our annual Prize Giving Evening in
September is one of the highlights of the
academic calendar and provides us with
the opportunity to celebrate the many
individual student successes from the last
academic year. This year, as well as
recognising the outstanding examination
results, students in Years 7-13 received
prizes for their superb attainment,
progress, effort and significant
contributions to the school community,
and we also enjoyed a variety of fantastic
student performances.
At our prospective Year 7 Open Evening
and Open Morning this week we welcomed
an exceptionally high number of

prospective Year 7 students and their
parents/carers to our Open Evening
followed by our Open Morning on
Wednesday. Students were a real credit to
the school; comments from visitors were
extremely positive, particularly praising the
students’ enthusiasm, confidence,
excellent communication skills and their
pride in our school. As always I am very
proud to be the Headteacher of such
special school.
I hope that you enjoy
reading this edition of the
newsletter, which contains
an array of articles from the
very end of last year or this
term. More activities from
Term 1 will be included in
our newsletter at the end of
Term 2. In addition to the
weekly Parent and Student Update emailed
home each Friday, we will continue to
produce the newsletter at the end of every
term to provide more detailed information
and updates about student achievements,
trips, visits, enrichment opportunities and
other news.
Our website is also updated at least
twice weekly, including the news section;
please check it regularly for updated
information as well as copies of letters,
forms and other documentation.
As with all aspects of school life, we are
always keen to hear parents’/carers’
feedback; if you have any comments or
suggestions, please email
school@dartfordgrammargirls.org.uk.
After a busy start to the academic year,
I hope that all our families have an
enjoyable and restful break, which is
slightly longer this year. We look forward
to welcoming back all students at the usual
time on Thursday 1st November.
Sharon Pritchard
Headteacher
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Governor News
On behalf of Governors I would like to
congratulate the students and staff on
the excellent results achieved last year
for GCSE and A Level examinations. Our
students achieved some notable
successes and the results in these public
examinations continue to improve year
on year and are testament to the hard
work and dedication of the students and
staff alike. We wish all students
continued success in the future.
In September, Governors were
pleased to attend the Prize Giving Evening
which not only recognised the
achievements of our students in public
examinations but also celebrated the
successes and achievements of students
across all Year Groups in the school; it
was a wonderful evening and a pleasure
to see so many prize winners and proud
parents on the evening.
We have held our first Full Governing
Body meeting this term when Governors
reviewed the School Development Plan
and approved the one year plan for this
academic year with a focus on key areas
with clearly identified priorities that have
been determined by Mrs Pritchard and
her Senior Leadership Team. There has
also been a full review of last year’s
examination results and of student
attendance by Year Group. Excellent

progress was noted in both of these
areas.
Open Evening and Open Morning
events for prospective Year 7 students for
September 2019 entry to the school were
held on the 16th and 17th October, a large
number of parents came with their
daughters to view the school, they were
shown around by our current students
who are always superb ambassadors for
the school. I would like to congratulate
and thank all of the students involved in
these events, many visiting parents made
very positive and complimentary
comments about their wonderful guides,
about the school, the students and staff
as they were leaving the premises. We
believe that DGGS is a very special place
and that the opportunities and quality of
education afforded to all students who
come to this school are second to none.
If you wish to contact the Governing
Body on any matter, please contact me
via the school email address or in writing
marked for my attention.
Finally, I would like to
wish you all a restful
holiday.
Janice Brooke
Chair of Governors

DGGS featured in The Parliamentary
Review
Founded with The Rt Hon David Curry as chief editor to share and promote
best practice across the public and private sectors, The Parliamentary Review is
a platform for innovative and progressive UK businesses and schools to be
heard, address the challenges they face and share their insight.
We are delighted to be featured in the 2017-2018 review, which was
published earlier this month. Please click here to view our article:
http://www.theparliamentaryreview.co.uk/organisations/dartford-grammarschool-for-girls
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USA University Opportunity
Titi is currently in Year 13. She will take four A Levels in Biology, Chemistry, French and
Mathematics in Summer 2019. In addition to researching courses and universities in the UK, in Year
12 Titi decided to explore the opportunities available to study in the USA and applied to Fulbright.
After a competitive selection process Titi was successful in being awarded a scholarship to travel
to the USA to find out more about life as a university student there. At this time Titi is continuing
with her applications in the UK and in the USA and we invited her to write an article about her
experience so far.
If YOU are interested in this opportunity, more information can be found at: www.fulbright.org.uk
Ms Carver: UCAS Transition Co-Ordinator & CIA Manager

Fulbright Program
In January I applied to the U.K. US Fulbright scholarship
program and was one of the 150 students chosen to continue
with part 1 of the programme. During this part of the programme
I was informed about the style of education in US universities and
the differences between the application processes. We did
activities such as essay writing sessions to help prepare us for the
daunting application.
In June I took the ACT exam with lots of assistance provided by
the programme. I had the opportunity to visit the US in July where
I stayed at Princeton University, New Jersey. During my trip, I was
fortunate to visit 8 US universities of various types; Princeton,
Bryn Mawr, Swarthmore, Lafayette, UPenn, Haverford, Vassar and
Harvard. Whilst at these universities, I toured the campuses and
meet with admissions officers and current international students.
I attended a pizza party at Bryn Mawr, which was a great way to
meet current international students and a great way to find out
more about what they are looking for in an applicant and also
gave me the opportunity to ask any questions I had.
As well as touring universities I also
took part in cultural activities, my
favourite of which was visiting Reading
Terminal Market where I tried the
famous Philly cheesesteak.
At the end of our stay we had a talent
show in which my team came second
out of more than 15 acts with our
rendition of Party in the USA (very
quickly and inaccurately) translated into
10 languages. I made some very close
friends and would highly recommend
applying to the program if you are
considering studying abroad.
Titi 13D
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Year 9 Trip to Spain
It was early to rise on the first day of
our trip to Spain and we arrived at
Stansted Airport bleary eyed but excited in
anticipation of the packed schedule that
lay ahead of us. On our arrival at Bilbao we
ate packed lunches as we took in the birds
eye view from a park overlooking this
beautiful city. It was then on to the
Guggenheim Museum
where we perused
examples of the world’s
finest modern art. The
main theme was Chinese
contemporary art but we
also enjoyed works by
modern artists such as
Rothko and Warhol. It
was then time for an
outside group photo next
to a very tall dog sculpture by the name of
‘Papi’ which is created from flowers.
Leaving Bilbao we made the 100km bus
journey to our surfer themed hotel in the
popular resort town of Suances. After
dropping off our suitcases we wasted no
time in going for a walk along the
picturesque sandy beach, a stone’s throw
from the hotel, followed by an early night
in readiness for the next day.
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roam amongst the craggy mountainous
rocks. We were able to view the sights
from high above via a series of cable cars
which covered a full circuit of the park.
The wide variety of wildlife on offer
included elephants, ostriches, big cats and
antelopes to name but a few. We finished
by watching a performing sea lion show
then it was back to the
hotel and beach for a
fun and competitive
game of rounders on
the hot sand.
The third day arrived
and we filed onto the
coach again for a full
day’s excursion to
Santander. First stop
was to a shopping
centre to buy souvenirs. We then ate
lunch at a park overlooking the old naval
port by the Bay of Biscay and took a walk
alongside the University perched upon a
cliff. Here we were treated to more
spectacular views of the cliffs and
coastline. Then it was a short march to the
beach for ice cream, a spot of sunbathing
and a refreshing paddle in the sea to cool
off our overheated feet. Back at base, the
kind hotel staff had set up a projector in
the dining area so we could watch the
England v Croatia World Cup semi-final.
After witnessing our team leave the
tournament we retired a little dejected to
our rooms after what had otherwise been
a perfect day.
On Thursday our trip continued apace
with a drive along windy mountainous
roads
skilfully
navigated by
our coach
driver. Our
destination
was the
Fuente Dé
Our first full day involved a trip to
cable ride to
Cabacerno Nature Park. It’s an area of
the top of
natural beauty about 10km away from
the Picos de
Santander. The park itself is vast with lots Europa
of space for its 6000 animal inhabitants to Mountain.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Even the very bravest of us had butterflies at the sight
of the tin box car, suspended by a shoe string wire,
climbing hundreds of feet vertically up towards the
sheer rock face. Happily, all fears were banished as we
glided silently and effortlessly to the top of the
mountain and were rewarded with some truly breathtaking sights and lungs full of pure fresh air. The
temperature was a striking contrast to the heat we had
been used to. We shivered in our jumpers and coats as
we ate our packed lunches 1800 metres above sea
level at the still snowy peak. On our way back we
stopped off at the two pretty medieval towns of Potes
and Santillana del Mar for some last minute gift
shopping.

I’m sure we all felt a little sad as we got up early on
the Friday morning to catch our flight home. In no time
at all we arrived safely back at the gates of DGGS
where we had started but now with many new
experiences and stories to tell. On behalf of all the
students and staff who went, I would like to thank Mrs
Tejuca for organising such an enjoyable and successful
outing which we will all remember for many years to
come.
Mr Kennedy
Teacher: Psychology, Sociology, History, EPQ

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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China Trip 2018
Beijing or Shanghai the choice is
yours or perhaps enjoy both at the
same time. For some of us we were
about embark on a memorable
journey to China. There is no better
way to sign out the academic school
year than a week-long trip. Despite the
long flight, we managed to land in
Beijing Capital Airport in just about
one piece. However, upon arrival the
weather outside was bizarrely drizzly
and wet and made all of us question
whether it really was a good idea to
come abroad when we could have just
stayed at home. We decided to not let
the weather dampen our spirits
because for many of us, this was our
first time in
China. As we
met our tour
guide, we
went to have
the first meal
for what felt
like
centuries.
Although for
many of us
the food was
a very new
experience,
the bigger issue was how to use
chopsticks. Some of us thrived at this
challenge and others faltered. That
evening was also special in the sense
that it was none other than Tolu’s
birthday.
However, it was Tuesday when the
real action begun as it consisted of a
jam-packed day featuring some of
Beijing’s prominent destinations. First
up was none other than the
astronomical Tiananmen Square which
is essentially the focal point of Beijing
for many tourists whether Chinese or
foreign. In particular, for some people
it was a chance to honour the late

Chairman Mao who is viewed as the
‘father’ of modern China. Next up was
the Forbidden City which had some of
the most scenic views you could
possibly imagine plus incredible
artefacts from previous dynasties. We
then took a visit to the Summer Palace
and took a boat ride over the majestic
KunMing Lake, despite nearly
everyone getting mobbed by Chinese
tourists for photos en route which
would ultimately be the trend setter
for the whole of the Beijing leg of the
tour. Last but not least for the night’s
curtain closer we saw the Beijing
Opera which felt much like a Christmas
pantomime albeit in the summertime.
Wednesday
was a good
day, despite
the rain
having lashed
down on us
when we
were on the
Great Wall Of
China.
Although the
rain hit hard
we fought on
and strolled
along the Great Wall despite the misty
views. After that it was a trip to the
Ming Tombs although we saw artefacts
not tombs. Even though it was late in
the evening, some of us took the
decision to go and watch England try
and make the World Cup Final, which
unfortunately ended in
disappointment.
Thursday was our last day in Beijing
and it started off with a trip to the
Temple Of Heaven. This is the Chinese
version of an outdoor church and
presented us with some of Beijing’s
magical views and sights.
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Shortly after, we had one of the most unusual
moments of the tour when we got to ride on the
rickshaws and some of the drivers were willing to
get involved with their version of Mario kart. As if
that wasn’t enough for our last day in Beijing, we
travelled to the zoo to see none other than the
giant pandas. We had now toured every inch of
Beijing so had to say goodbye to William and take
the train south to Shanghai which is the Chinese
version of Southeastern with bunk beds installed.
We made it to Shanghai with scorching
temperatures to a point where virtually everyone
was struggling to survive with shade, and water
becoming gold dust. Besides the hot and humid
weather, the first tourist attraction of Shanghai was
the Jade Buddha temple. Following the brief stop at
the temple, it was time to head to the market and
the magnificent Yu Gardens filled with some scenic
architecture and a few turtles and fish lurking
around. But ultimately it was in the evening when
Shanghai came to life and showed its true colours
with the boat trip on the HuangPu River and the
colourful skyline lighting up across the Bund.

7

The last full day was spent exploring the
Shanghai Urban Planning Exhibition Centre which
described the history and rise of Shanghai as one of
the world’s major powerhouses from a small
trading city in Asia. Our trip would not be complete
without souvenir shopping around the city centre
where none other than the Shanghai Oriental Pearl
was situated.
Once we had done that, it was time for the last
event of this jam-packed trip - the acrobatics show
which featured a guest act in the form of Emmanuel
13E coming up on stage for the knife throwing act.
If you’re wondering whether he did a good job or
not, he was the star of the show! However, all good
things must come to an end and it reached Sunday
so we said our last goodbyes to Shanghai, in the
light of a marvellous sunrise. Thanks to Mr Barton
for organising the trip and a special thanks to Miss
Al-Rawi, Miss Day, Miss Duncan and Mrs Dunster as
our supporting teachers as well as everyone else
that came on the trip.
Chris 13E

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Amsterdam trip
A group of Year 9 and Year 10 students who take Business and
Computer Science went to Amsterdam on a trip at the end of the
summer. It was great fun and we did a range of activities such as
visiting Anne Frank’s house, an experience especially thought provoking
for girls our age.
We went on a tour of the city by water on a boat seeing many
interesting and historical sights. We had a great experience visiting the
Van Gogh Museum where we had time to appreciate some of his best
artwork. As well as this we visited the Gossan diamond factory where
we learnt how diamond rings are made and the different variations of
diamond and how they are graded.
We later visited the Heineken factory where we walked round
learning how the
world famous
beer was made
and the history
of it. We also
enjoyed a
competitive
game of bowling
in the evening
which was fun.
As well as the
scheduled
activities we also
had free time for
downtime in
various parks including a brilliant water park,
as well as a surprise trip to Ikea and retail
therapy opportunities. It was a great trip
and we had loads of fun.
Sophie 11H
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Here I am, in my fourth week of Year 7, time has flown by so fast! One thing I’ll never forget is how
nervous I was on the first day. My friends and I had been looking forward to attending DGGS for months,
and finally, the day had come.
Settling in hasn’t been easy, but it certainly hasn’t been difficult either. It took a few days, but
eventually I was able to find my way around the school by myself; even now, I can go anywhere I want
without asking for directions, which is unquestionably an improvement from the first week. DGGS has
been so much fun so far, and I’ve definitely made lots of new friends.
If I was forced to say anything negative about settling in, it would be adjusting to mountains of
homework, however, I have actually now accustomed to completing it each evening. Overall, DGGS has
been amazing and I love my form, and my friends, who have been really supportive of me when things get
a bit much, and when I really just need that little push.
Secondary school is definitely a big change from primary school, in so many ways. I’m sure every single
Year 7 can relate to that. I’m just glad that I’ve finally settled down into the school, and I hope that DGGS
will continue to be as fun and enjoyable in future years.
Debbie 7K

Dartford Grammar School for Girls is a wonderful school to be part of. During my time, I have
become more independent, dedicated and creative. I am proud to be a student of DGGS as
everyone helps and respects each other.
Before my first day of school, I was a little bit nervous however very excited at the same time.
Once school started, I found it difficult to arrive at each lesson on time but as days passed, I was
able to follow the routine without becoming stressed.
By week two, I had settled in well and had made a large number of new friends. I created
timings for homework so that I could balance it with other activities and put all my effort into it. I
have become more organised and I like to take part in different challenges and clubs. So far, my
favourite subject is Physical Education because I have an interest in trying lots of different sports.
So far, my favourite experience has been the House trip to Leeds Castle; we learnt historical facts
about our house and bonded as a tutor group.
Heba 7L

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Settling in has been easier than I expected because all the teachers and
older students are really helpful and kind. Every time I have needed help I have
just asked and they have all been happy to give directions or just help in
general. I got lost once or twice at first but the teachers understood. Everyone
is really nice and understanding.
There’s a bit more homework than I am used to but I’m learning more
about being organised and getting it all done. The homework is actually helpful
because it helps me to learn more about the subject or point we are working
on.
During the first week the teachers gave us warnings instead of yellow cards
and they eased us in gently, this really helped me and my friends to get used to
the process quickly. Now we are getting yellow cards if we are late to lessons
or forget a book, and if this happens it helps us remember the next time.
In our first week we had earlier lunchtimes than everyone else, this
supported us in learning about how the canteen worked without the queues
and all the older students around us.
I’m already starting to learn my way around the school and I am enjoying
getting used to DGGS.
Victoria 7P

Year 7 House Visits
Chartwell House
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On Tuesday 18th September, 7C went on a trip to Chartwell House. This
was an opportunity
to explore the
history of our house.
At first we went to
Winston Churchill’s
garden where we
had our lunch by the
lake which was so
beautiful. There
were so many flowers, all sorts of colours and varieties presented beautifully
around the grounds of the House.
We then went to the art gallery where a speaker told us many stories of
Churchill’s paintings. We saw some wonderful art pieces and had an
opportunity to get some pictures of our own. There were at least fifty unique
paintings on display.

OCOTBER
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The highlight of our trip was visiting the House
of Churchill. The house is stunning and there were
so many facts and stories to take in. It was clear
to us straight away that Winston loved to read
with over 3000 books on display at the house. All
of the books were displayed in cabinets around
the house to help preserve them. Another highlight was getting to see Churchill’s wife Clementine’s bedroom. This room was organised so perfectly, with two sofas, a drawing desk and a beautiful dressing table. On the desk she had a picture
of Winston and her daughter who sadly passed
away.
We then had an opportunity before heading
home to visit the souvenir shop. Some of us decided to buy some postcards, bookmarks, pens and magnets to remember our great day out as a group. Spending the day as a group and getting to know one
another was also an important factor of the day and we all enjoyed ourselves immensely.
Raiyah 7C

Hever Castle
When we first arrived inside the castle grounds we noticed
the grounds were so beautiful. We then settled to eat our
lunch, only to see that some ducks sneakily stole some of our
food!
Then we split up into three groups. My group went to the gift
shop first, they sold stationery,
home décor, sweets, dressing up outfits, hand puppets etc.
there was something for everyone.
In the distance we could see the magnificent Hever castle. As
we got closer we could see it was surrounded by a moat and
so we had to walk along a bridge to the entrance of the castle.
We then went inside the courtyard to get our first viewing
which was the stunning living room. We continued to walk
around the different areas and into the dining room. We actually saw Anne Boleyn’s original bedroom
which was very exciting.
There were two mazes, one being a
water maze where some of us dared to
run through. Lastly, we had a quick visit
to the park before we came home. We
learnt the history of our house and had
great fun.
Lilia 7H

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Ightham Mote
On Wednesday 19th
September our form went to
Ightham Mote, this was to
learn the history of our house
and for our form to get to
know one another. It took 30
minutes to get there by coach
and when we arrived, our
whole class had lunch together.
Once lunch was over, we were
taken to look around the
grounds where there was a spectacular, sparkling waterfall and a gleaming
pond with water lilies dotted on the surface.
We were then escorted through a vast, wooden oak door and into the
house. In the house there were antique and decayed mirrors. The windows
were designed with a lattice style which showed it was from the Tudor times.
We later discovered that all the portraits inside the house were from many
different eras. We observed the distinctive faces of architects carved into
wooden pieces all around the house. Our form then caught a glimpse of
Chinese pottery and wallpapers.
It was nice to see how people lived years ago and to imagine what it would
have been like in Tudor times. It was a lovely place and we all had an
enjoyable first school trip.
Judith and Sreejeta 7I

Knole House
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On Wednesday 19th September,
my form and I visited Knole
House, Sevenoaks.
Unfortunately, the day started
off with rain but we refused to
let that spoil our mood. When
we reached the house, we were
kindly welcomed by the deer
that were surrounding the area.
After eating our lunch, we were
split into two groups and
proceeded to tour the house. Our first stop was a chair. Weird, right? Let me
explain: there was a project where the Knole team were making every visitor sit
on the chair in order to see how many visitors it would take for it to start to
wear away.
Next, we looked at Tudor costumes. We were shown a demonstration of
how rich Tudor women would dress up on special occasions. Women could
wear up to nine petticoats and they wore a lot of layers!
Then we got to try some costumes on ourselves – luckily we didn’t have to
wear the thousands of layers that a rich woman would have worn back then!

OCOTBER
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After this, we got to visit the King’s bedroom. We learnt about how the
items are preserved and how much effort it takes. On the trip, we learnt lots of
interesting facts and we were surprised that no-one knew the exact number of
rooms in the house!
Our final stop was the gift shop where we got to buy souvenirs and treats.
We all had a fantastic time and it was a great bonding experience for our form.
Temi 7K

Leeds Castle
I really enjoyed our trip to Leeds Castle. When we first
arrived, we all sat on the grass to enjoyed our lunches and had
quality time together as a form group.
We then began our visit, we walked through the woods on
our way towards the castle. We saw many different animals on
our way through.
Once we finally arrived at the castle, we were split into
three different groups each with a different teacher. We
waited in turns for everyone to enter the castle. Once it was
my group’s turn we went and saw the fantastic sights.
We went into different rooms which had previously been
owned by royalty. All the rooms were decorated in different
ways. Some had flowers, some were filled with fancy
houseware.
Once we had completed the tour, we took a form group photo right outside our form house, Leeds
Castle. We walked back to the entrance so we could catch the coach back to school but, we had time to
spare so we went to the gift shop.
Jafinatu 7L
On Thursday 20th September, 7L visited Leeds Castle
which is from the 13th century.
We had lunch in a meadow just before reaching the castle,
and then started our memorable walk alongside the lake
through the woods which led us to Leeds Castle. By the lake
we saw lots of ducks and swans.
As we entered the castle we saw so many rooms and
pictures of the historic people who used to live there. My
favourite room was the Queen’s room which had been
beautifully decorated with colourful sheets and had a good view of the river outside. We had our last
look at the Leeds Castle and took a picture in front of the castle. We then went to the gift shop and
bought souvenirs to take home to show our parents.
It was our first ever form trip, and we all definitely enjoyed it a lot.
Eunice 7L
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Penshurst Place
On the 20th September 7P
went on a school trip to
Penshurst Place and Gardens. We
arrived by coach and when we
first got there we were sorted
into groups and then we all went
to different places with our
leaders. The toy museum was a
very interesting gallery of old
toys; there were china dolls, bears and even puppets. The staff were helpful
giving us lots of fascinating facts about toys. In our groups, we were allowed to
look around Penshurst; we were even allowed to look at some old outfits that
were used in the films based on the house. Inside there were lots of paintings
and tapestries, some quite small and some huge! There was old furniture that
had been used, including a very long dining table with elegant china plates, also
a large suitcase that looked like a chest of drawers. As we walked around the
house, the staff were friendly and very informative. The trip helped us to get to
know one another better and we learned a lot! Finally we all visited the gift
shop to buy souvenirs to help us remember our exciting day at Penshurst Place.
Georgia 7P

Drama News
On Wednesday 19th September, 28 Year 11
Drama students travelled into London to see the
fabulous 'Everybody's Talking About Jamie' at the
Apollo Theatre. Here's what some of them thought:
"The show was amazing! There is no other show
like this - a once in a lifetime opportunity... unless
you're lucky enough to go again!"
"A truly iconic and inspiring piece that was
relatable and remarkably refreshing for young adults going through the same
struggles with identity as Jamie."
Last July, 14 Year 7, 8 and 9 students went into London to sit their LAMDA
Examinations in Acting. The certificates have come
back and the girls were thrilled with their results. All
Grade 3 students achieved Merits and all Grade 2
students achieved Distinctions - congratulations to you
all! The Drama Department will be organising the
examinations again this year (open to all year groups),
with rehearsals every Wednesday lunchtime.
ISSUE NUMBER
55

Mrs Yarrow
Teacher: Drama
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The Globe Players, a theatre-in-education company, visited DGGS on the Enrichment Day in October to
work with Year 10 students to explore a range of Shakespeare plays, with a particular focus on ‘Romeo
and Juliet’ and ‘Much Ado About Nothing’. As Shakespeare is now a compulsory element of the new GCSE
Literature exam, this proved an interesting and invaluable experience for the students. Many students
were also interested in talking to the performers about careers in acting and theatre.
Ms Parker
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Key Stage 4 English

The Shakespeare Enrichment day was a great experience because it provided a real insight into how
actors work and how plays are put together. It gave us ideas about how to learn lines and techniques to
successfully perform complex scenes. We also learned about Shakespeare’s methods and explored
alternative interpretations.
Lydia 10K
During the performance, it became evident that Shakespeare had fairly modern beliefs about women.
In the 16th Century women were viewed as their family’s property and were expected to be seen and not
heard, blending into the background. In ‘Romeo and Juliet’ we were able to see a real sense of female
dominance such as Juliet allowing Romeo to kiss her and then being involved in arranging her own
marriage.
Xuan 10P
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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I really enjoyed the Shakespeare day because the actors paused during
performing the play in order to explain each scene which really helped me
understand the text much better. I also discovered that ‘Romeo and Juliet’
can be linked to several other Shakespeare plays, many of which have
similar themes and ideas. The fact that the day was very interactive, with
chances for us to get up and perform, was also great. The actors’ tips on
how to remember lines from the play will also be useful when it comes to
revising for our GCSE exams.
Asmitta 10K
The live performance of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ gave me a deeper understanding
of the play and the characters. In particular, I learnt that there were several
uses of foreshadowing, which I had not noticed before, for example, when
Mercutio cursed the Capulets and the Montagues. I also gained an
understanding of drama techniques used to portray a character’s personality,
such as tone and posture.
Eleyon 10K
The main thing that I enjoyed today was seeing the performances of
multiple plays by Shakespeare. They were all very intriguing, but especially
‘Romeo and Juliet’ as we got to see the words in our books actually come
to life. This was useful as it helped me realise how there are multiple
meanings and references in each scene and this will really help me in the
future with writing essays exploring different ideas in the play.
ISSUE NUMBER
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Neha 10L

OCOTBER

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

Arts and Technology update
Artsmark Gold
In the last week of the summer term, we received the excellent news that Dartford Grammar
School for Girls has been awarded Gold Artsmark status by Arts Council England. This is in recognition
of the strength of the arts both within and outside the curriculum.
Arts Council England states that
‘Artsmark is Arts Council England’s award for schools and education settings that champion the arts
and strive for excellence. It celebrates settings that embrace the arts across the curriculum, bringing
them to life for children and young people. ‘

High quality opportunities for our students to experience the arts have for many years been central
to the life of the school and we are delighted to receive this award. Thank you to everyone who has
contributed to this achievement, including our engaged and hardworking students and staff. We
should also thank our highly supportive parents and carers.
We have a rich programme of arts events to look forward to this year, such as an ambitious school
musical in the spring and the exhibitions and performances of the Summer Festival. It promises to be
yet another highly creative year.
Mrs Evans-Wild
Curriculum Team Leader: Arts and Technology Faculty

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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The Annual Fashion Show 2018
Our annual Fashion Show was held just before the end of last term,
showcasing the excellent work created by our Art and Design Textiles students
during the year.
The show began with exciting, highly-coloured designs made by the Year 8
students, who had all contributed their individual hand felted, appliquéd and
embroidered work to a group body piece.
Next followed a dazzling display of pieces by
our Year 9 Textiles students, which began with
intricate ‘crazy patchwork’ tops, created using a
sewing machine. These were accessorised with
shoulder bags that the girls had made
themselves, embellished with complex
embroidery.
As a visual contrast, the next Year 9 project to
be modelled was a really eye-catching set of
body sculptures, incorporating wire framing and
mixed media, on a ‘Natural Forms’ theme. These
were complex and varied and included a
geometric tortoise- themed headpiece from
Amelia and an ethereal insect-winged piece by
Mia.

ISSUE NUMBER
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Our Year 11 students then showed their GCSE pieces. The complex surfaces
were achieved through the use of a wide range of techniques and coloured
with dyes sublimation printed. Highlights included Ione’s felted top inspired
by the inside of the body; Libby’s exquisitely embroidered iridescent and
felted piece; Katie’s Science Fiction themed garment featuring spikes and
lights and Lucie’s very imaginative ‘Inside the Body’ quilted top.
The Year 12 A Level course is highly experimental and the audience
particularly enjoyed seeing these students’ responses to the challenge of
transforming a lab coat, including Willow’s imaginative recycling of a
disposable Tyvek lab coat into a spiked headdress. Pieces from the Year 12
students’ earlier projects were also modelled, included a stunning macramé
headpiece by Alice and a recycled, melted plastic dress by Nicole, complete
with suspended coat hanger.

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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We then moved on to the work of our Year 13 A Level students, which was
individually announced. There were many highlights, including Maisie’s tiered
beach-inspired dress which literally rippled down the catwalk. There were also
many strong knitted pieces, including those created by Fay, who showed a
kaleidoscope of colours in her exquisite knitted collection. Helen also went
beyond conventional textile techniques, creating ingenious three dimensional
structures inspired by Japanese forms and techniques. Lucy’s pieces showed a
highly dramatic and sophisticated application of surface detail, including a
dress for a production of Sweeney Todd.

ISSUE NUMBER
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One of the most enjoyable features of the show was watching the co-operation between the students.
Our models came from all years, working as a team to display their own and each other’s work. Their
confidence both on the catwalk and behind the scenes was impressive.
Many people worked exceptionally hard to make the show a success. The Year 12 Textiles class were
responsible for managing the event during the evening and I should like to thank Hannah, Alice, Isabella,
Megan, Kitty and Esther for doing this so well, assisted by an enthusiastic group of younger helpers.
Willow, Alice and Year 9 students Adaaku and Timi did a brilliant job in conducting the models. Nicole and
Fiyin took on the challenge of presenting the event, which they did with great confidence and clarity. A
large number of younger students also went out of their way to help, as did the members of staff who
generously supported behind the scenes.
I should also like to thank Mr Kidman for his expert technical help in the lead-up to the show and also
for taking many brilliant photos. As always, Mrs Bartley worked tirelessly on all aspects to ensure the
show’s success.
Well done and a huge ‘Thank you’ to everyone!
Mrs Evans-Wild
Curriculum Team Leader: Arts and Technology Faculty

The Sixth Form exhibition
Fine Art
On Wednesday 20th June we were delighted to showcase the work of our Key Stage 5 Art students.
Once again the creativity and talent of our students blew us away with work including painting, film,
ceramics and installation. Molly commandeered one of the corners of X11 with the help of Mrs Bartley to
hang her large scale paintings based on a box of photographs of strangers found in a second hand shop
which were much admired by our guests throughout the evening.
Jenny had talked her way into police stations, dentist surgeries and army barracks to film them for her
project on the theme of Work which was available for our visitors to view throughout the evening. Her
work wouldn’t have looked out of place at a degree show and we wish her luck as she begins her art
foundation course at Camberwell.

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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The year 12 students also exhibited their work and the beautiful paintings
by Willow and Tobi were particularly admired during the evening.

It was lovely to see so many students, parents and staff come along to
celebrate the talents of our art students and we look forward to welcoming
back some of our Year 13s to talk about their experiences at art college later
in the year.
Ms Bamsey
Curriculum Area Leader (Maternity): Art and Design

Fine Art Exhibition Review
There was one piece which specifically caught my eye as I felt that it was
very intricate and accurate. It was a portrait painting of Mrs Buckingham who
was our school librarian and struck a chord with many of the students. I
instantly recognized her as soon as I saw the painting due to the amount of
detail and accuracy in the piece. There was a very clear contrast of light and
dark in the painting and the features of her face looked almost like a photo.
The background was a light purple which faded into pink and these colours
complement each other well. Also, I like how the use of greys and browns in
her skin and hair emphasized the saturation and vibrancy of the background
and gave the piece a sort of tranquil feel. Mrs Buckingham’s hair appeared very
detailed and I like that the student took into consideration that ‘less is more’
when painting the hair to ensure it doesn’t get overworked and detract from
the rest of the image. Not every single strand of hair was painted but the
highlights and shadows were very clear and gave us an indication of the
texture and shape of her hair. Overall, I feel that piece was very successful for
many reasons and conveyed lots of skill and hard work.
Shenel 8C
ISSUE NUMBER
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Textiles
The Sixth Form Exhibition included individual displays showing the superb and varied work of our
talented Art and Design Textiles students, which we also enjoyed in the Fashion Show.
There was a particular fascination with surface detail this year, from the intricate knitted and
distressed surfaces on Victoria's pieces, which ingeniously incorporated found objects like nuts and
bolts, to Lucy's use of bonded, melted and free-machine stitched surfaces to convey sinister theatrical
themes.

It is perhaps little surprise that both Lucy and Victoria are planning to study theatre design and
costume related subjects at university. Other highlights of the show included Faye's exquisite and
colourful display featuring complex graduated effects achieved using machine knitting, often
embellished with free machine embroidery. Faye is currently starting a degree course in Knit at the
London College of Fashion.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

25

PAGE

26

The A Level course seeks to encourage an individual approach and for the
final coursework project the students choose their own theme. This leads to
highly personal responses such as Molly's gold and cream Ancient Greece
inspired collection featuring manipulated chocolate coin wrappers used as
beads and Sadana's sculptural 'Nature of Sri Lanka' pieces which included a
highly original caged headdress.

Every aspect of the show was a delight and I would like to congratulate all
of the students from both Fine Art and Art and Design Textiles on the strength
of their exhibition and to wish them every success in their future careers.
ISSUE NUMBER
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GCSE Geography Fieldwork
As part of their course, all students who take geography to GCSE have to undertake two days of
fieldwork in preparation for their final exams.
Year 11 visited Epping Forest in May and then the Olympic Park in September which allowed them to
collect data in a physical and human geography setting.

The students were fantastic over the two days, really getting involved with the data collection, getting
into the river and posing questionnaires to whoever would answer them! Unusually, the weather proved
to be warm and sunny on both occasions which made the days very enjoyable. This was followed up by a
write-up in school, allowing them to prepare for their final exams in the summer, in which I am sure they
will do very well.
Miss Day
Curriculum Team Leader: Humanities
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A Level Geography Fieldwork
As part of the course, all students are required to undertake both physical
and human geography fieldwork in preparation for their coursework. This
involved visiting the Olympic Park and Reculver.
Olympic Park
As a group we spent the day in Stratford with a leader from the Field
Studies Council. The students were taken through a variety of skills to prepare
them for their individual investigation. They were taken to a range of sites to
assess the impacts of regeneration and managed to squeeze in a lunch at
Westfield Shopping Centre to take a break from their hard work! Despite the
groans at times from the amount of walking, it was a successful day out and
students gained a lot from the techniques.
Reculver
For the second year running we managed to choose a sunny and warm day!
Students again worked in groups to measure beach profiles, carried out
sediment sampling, sketch maps, bi-polar analysis, again preparing them for
coursework. Anna Outdoors was the provider of this course and the leader
herself commented on how well the students worked and the speed at which
they got their data collection done, well done to all!

We look forward to the students coming up with their own investigation
titles now and revisiting these sites on the 2nd November.

ISSUE NUMBER
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Curriculum Team Leader: Humanities
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Science Ambassadors
Twelve Science Ambassadors have been elected in order to promote science and to support Year 7 and 8 pupils in
the Wednesday lunchtime Science Cafe. Almost fifty students from Years 9-11 applied for the role, and selecting
the final twelve was extremely difficult with such impressive application letters.
The first successful DGGS Science Ambassadors are as follows:

Freya 9K

Sabrina 9P

Rebecca 9P

Eve 9L

Precious 10K

Maureen 10L

Aderayo 10L

Nicole 10L

Christabel 10H

Farrah 10C

Vaibhavi 10I

Shiksha 11K
Mrs Worley
Curriculum Area Leader: KS3 Science

POETRY : what does it mean to young people in 2018?
National Poetry Day, Thursday 4th October, is an annual celebration that inspires children and adults
throughout the UK to enjoy, discover and share poems.
To support the day, the National Literacy Trust were commissioned by Forward Arts Foundation to
conduct the first national survey of children and young people’s views on poetry in England. They spoke
to 2,948 eight to 18-year-olds in England about their views on poetry: what they think poetry is, how
they are engaging with it, and why.
What did they find?


Almost half (46%) of children and young people turn to poetry in their free time, as listeners,
viewers, performers, readers or writers.



Young people’s interest in all forms of poetry is widespread, with poetry being listened to,
watched and recorded via phones and screens – not just read and written on paper.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Children on free school meals are more likely to engage with poetry in
their free time than their better-off peers (55.7% vs 43.0%). They are
also more likely to enter poetry competitions and slams.



While the majority of children and young people read poems on paper
(59.6%), digital formats are making inroads: a third (32.6%) say they
read poetry online or on a phone, a similar proportion watch it as a
video (31.7%) and almost a fifth listen to spoken recordings or
soundtracks (18.6%).



Children and young people who write or perform poetry say that it
makes them feel creative (76%), it is a great way to express themselves
and their feelings (66.7%) and that it gives them a chance to create
something special out of words (57.8%).

Poets were most often described as someone who is creative, followed by
funny, imaginative and intelligent
Director, Jonathan Douglas, said: “Poetry has the power to unlock children
and young people’s imaginations, unleash their aspirations and boost their
attainment. It also enables children to express themselves in a multitude of
ways, from raps and lyrics to free verse and traditional poems. What’s more,
our research shows that poetry might offer particular benefits to children
from the most disadvantaged backgrounds who are traditionally more likely
to struggle with literacy. We hope that children and adults alike can discover
the joys of writing, performing or listening to poetry on
National Poetry Day.”
Here at DGGS, devoted Poetry Club members gathered in the
library at lunchtime and after school to share poems aloud.
Fatima 7K came along for the first time and read two poems
she had written specially for the occasion on the topic of
CHANGE, this year’s theme. She left with 4 Housepoints (two for the poems
and two for bravery!)

ISSUE NUMBER
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Thank you to those who came along to celebrate the poetry tradition at
DGGS!
***************** COMING SOON******************
Look out for POETRY PUMPKINS the first issue of poetry hot off the press
from Poetry Club members. This free publication is being launched to
celebrate our 10th anniversary.
And on Thursday 1st November we will be welcoming Somali-British poet
Momtaza Mehri, Young People’s Laureate for London, who will be reading
her poems and sharing her thoughts from 3.30-4.30pm in the library. All
welcome!
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In July students from then 10C/Gm1 were very excited to get to know their penfriends from the Max
Kolbe Grammar School in Cologne. The German students were on their school trip to London and took
the opportunity to spend a morning at DGGS to get a first impression of an English school and to meet
their penfriends with whom they had been corresponding for the past two years. Here are some of their
comments:
Maximilian Kolbe Grammar School Cologne – Class trip to London and Dartford
Year 9 students of the MKG Grammar School in Cologne were very happy to spend 4 days in London
and on one of those days were made very welcome at DGGS.
Students from MKG and DGGS have links through a penfriend scheme and had been exchanging
letters for two years. From the very first moment, when they sent off their first letters to Dartford, the
MKG students had longed to visit DGGS. Thanks to the DGGS German Department, this dream of visiting
an English school for the first time in their lives finally came true.
After a warm welcome from both teacher and students and a lively real life encounter with their
penfriends, the German girls were given the opportunity to attend a variety of lessons. The boys among
the party were lucky enough to have the opportunity to take part in lessons at DGS. Both teachers and
students agreed that the students benefitted greatly from enjoying this unique intercultural experience.
Esther Guthausen: Teacher of English at the Max Kolbe Grammar school, Cologne
This is what Cologne student Nadine writes about her visit to DGGS:
On the 4th July we flew to London. On our second day we went to Dartford and attended a morning at
DGGS. Our first impression of the school was just like wow! The school was very big compared to the
schools we are used to in Germany and everything looked very old and way too beautiful for a school.
The students and their German teacher welcomed us very warmly. At first it was a bit weird but after
having met our penfriends they showed us their school in groups of four. I was really impressed with the
size of the school. After this little tour we attended a lesson with our partners. I think it was very
interesting to see how schools in the UK are and I am thankful that we had the chance to visit London.
Here are some more impressions of London and DGGS:
“My highlight was clearly our visit to DGGS. I had a lot of fun together with my penfriend Shandria
and her friends. The lesson I attended was history and I learned a lot of interesting information about
America.” (Monika)
“In London I learned a bit to speak English and more about the English culture. I would visit London
again because it is a beautiful and amazing city.” (Lara)
“I would like to visit London again because we didn’t have that much time to spend with our
penfriends. I think the biggest difference between England and Germany is the school system because
the students wear uniforms and DGGS looks very old and like a castle. In England there are subjects we
do not get over here like for example design and technology.” (Silja)
“What I learned is that the population in the UK is much friendlier but I was shocked that most people
cross the road although the lights are red.” (Leon)
In my opinion the best part about the trip to London was visting the school. It was a great experience
and I think that other classes would love it too. I also learned many things in London for example
speaking with natives and using my skills in a real life situation. In addition to that I also learned a lot
about wave lengths in physics.” (Maurice)
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And what about the reactions of our DGGS students? Here is an example:
I remember the day like it was yesterday: meeting my pen-pal was one of the
highlights of my whole ‘German GCSE’ experience. Meeting someone that you
have only been able to contact through hand written letters for two years is a
feeling that cannot be replicated. Knowing that someone is so far away, that it
is just so inconvenient and improbable for you to meet them, despite spending
numerous hours perfecting a mail for them to read and be delighted - and then
being told that you finally get to meet them; you probably can’t imagine my
excitement. I was very shy, as I expected, and I’m sure she was too - however as
soon as we acknowledged each other, I grew even fonder of her. By the end of
the day, I had hugged her for the third time when she asked me, “Wait.. you’re
going now?” with almost a tremble in her tone, so that I actually was deeply
saddened by the concept, of someone who I had only met for two hours, having
to travel back to Germany to probably never see me again. She was so nice, and
I’m glad that we not only shared that day, but the experience of learning each
other’s languages better.
Anashe 11K

Government and Politics
Politics Form Time Activities
This term students in Key Stage Four have enjoyed fortnightly form time
activities on a variety of topics. Students have heard the arguments for and
against a ‘people’s vote’ on the terms of the Brexit deal, and considered
whether this is, in effect, just a ‘second referendum’. More recently students
have learned about the process by which Brett Kavanaugh was nominated for
the Supreme Court and some of the controversies surrounding the
nomination. This is the second year that these activities have run during
registration and will continue throughout the year.
Feedback from form tutors and students has been extremely positive!
“It is great to discuss politics; I really enjoyed the opportunity to develop
and express my opinion.” Evie 9H
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“I think that the government and politics form activities are very helpful
and enjoyable for the whole form. They are informative and give students an
introduction to what government and politics A level may be like. By having
these activities in Year 10 and 11 form times I am now sure that Government
and Politics is a definite A level for me.” Emma 11C

OCOTBER

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

33

Dr Ben Seyd visits the Year 13 Government and Politics set
Dr Ben Seyd, a senior lecturer in British politics and government at the University of Kent visited the
Year 13 politics class in October 2018. He delivered a short lecture followed by a lively Q&A session on
‘comparative government’ to support the delivery of the new A-level specification.
“After a short presentation where Dr Seyd laid out his comparisons and views on the two countries, he
opened up questions to the class on anything to do with politics.
Questions were raised by the class about the separation of powers in the US system, whether such
separations would work in the UK, as well as many questions about Brexit, such as how the UK may look
after 29th March next year, and wehther or not the UK could be broken up after Brexit.
Dr Syed gave a fascinating insight into his knowledge of the questions posed and gave us some
interesting points to write about in our upcoming exams.
Did you know that Tony Blair was never defeated on a single piece of proposed legislation from 1997 to
2001?
We would like to thank Dr Seyd for dedicating his time to us and we look forward to more talks from
external speakers. Lucas 13D
“Dr Seyd was very informative and I liked his perspective on federalism, how it works in different
countries and always seems to rely upon a codified constitution for it to work.” Anna 13B
Next term the Government and Politics students will be completing the Annual Political Exercise and are
looking forward to Dr Matthew Goodwin’s visit to the school for the Annual Humanities Lecture. Dr
Goodwin will be speaking on the rise of populism.
Mr Valentine
Curriculum Area Leader: Government and Politics

Arkwright Scholarship Success
A number of students in school took part in the many, many activities organised and lead by our ex
student Tse as part of the STEM society.
Many of you will recall how passionate and motivated Tse was in her role. This is exactly why she was
the perfect candidate to apply for and secure the much coveted Arkwright Scholarship. This qualified the
school to receive a cash reward that was used to purchase digital cameras and put some of the money
towards the purchasing of a new Vacuum Former.
It is with huge pride we report that Tse achieved very well in her A Level examinations and Arkwright
are still supporting her progress, where following a meeting with the Arkwright team Tse received this
fantastic offer:
“The inaugural The Smallpeice Trust Arkwright Undergraduate Engineering Scholarship, to be
awarded this year. We, the interviewers, were so inspired by your achievements and your commitment
to inspiring others in STEM, that we decided to award our first ever The Smallpeice Trust Arkwright
Undergraduate Engineering Scholarship”.
This is such an excellent accolade for Tse and the support offered and really goes to show that if you
take advantage of every opportunity offered in school you are given by our school, doors open that you
have not even considered yet. Good luck and very well done, Tse.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

34

Arkwright Engineering Scholarships are for the 'brightest and
best' students that have the passion and determination to succeed
in their future studies and career:
Who can apply?

You must have a strong desire to have a future career as a leader
within the Engineering Profession (which includes computing and
technical aspects of design)

When you apply, you must be in the school year in which you will sit
your GCSEs

You must intend to stay at school or sixth form for two years to study A
levels.
For further information please feel free to talk to Mrs Green.
Mrs Green
Curriculum Area Leader: Design and Technology

Visite au cinéma Lumière à Londres
On the 19th of September, 6th Formers studying French were invited to
watch a French film in South Kensington. This is our 6th yearly visit to the
Lumière cinema, situated in this French district of London and it has become a
traditional outing at the start of the A Level course.
The film entitled “Cléo de 5 à 7” fits in perfectly with the new AS and A
Level specifications, as it is one of the most famous examples of the French
“Nouvelle Vague”, directed by one of the most famous contemporary Belgian
directors in the world: Agnès Varda. The film was nominated at the
internationally renowned “Cannes Film Festival” in 1962 and won the Critics
award in 1963.
This 90 mn film, directed by one of the rare female film directors in the
French speaking world, follows a 2 hour bracket in the life of a young female
singer who is waiting for the result of a medical investigation. She is
superstitious and believes that she is suffering from cancer. The black and
white film is typical of the New Wave in the sense that the camera is light and
carried around the streets of Paris, instead of being filmed in a studio and it
stops on the face of ordinary people surrounding Cléo. As the film tackles
mainly the theme of introspection, the viewer understands that life continues
as normal for others, while Cléo feels more and more isolated, faced with her
fate. The end is abrupt and leaves the viewer destabilised and reflective. The
cast is limited to very few actors, but is typically mainly composed of amateur
actors, therefore reducing its production cost.
Thank you to Mrs Kleywegt who came with us.
ISSUE NUMBER
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Mrs Saunders
Teacher: French, German
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Emily 11I has raised an amazing £1,700 for the Ellenor Hospice charity with her mum and her aunt on a twilight
charity walk on Friday 21st September. Walking 5 miles in under two hours in memory of Emily’s uncle Steven who
passed away in February, they had fun with all the other fund-raisers for this
excellent cause.
Congratulations, Emily!

Jeans for Genes Day
Jeans for Genes day took place nationally on the 21st
September and we chose to recognise this as our first
charity non uniform day of the year. It is a charity that
raises funds to support children affected by genetic
disorders, of which about 6000 exist. Some are common
such as eczema and others very rare such as and ElhlersDanlos syndrome. Statistics show that 1 in 25 children are
affected in some way with over 30,000 and children being
newly diagnosed each year in the UK. Some are
temporary and others are more permanent but whatever
the condition, Jeans for Genes attempts to fund research,
provide specialist equipment for families, making dreams
come true and simply being a support network for
individuals.
We are proud to say that we have raised
approximately £950 for this great cause. A brilliant start
to the year.
Closer to home we have Ciara at school who suffers
from the rare condition Epidermolysis Bullosa.
Read below to see how this impacts her day to day
experiences and the challenges facing her as she has
grown up.
Mrs Kidd
Assistant Headteacher

thick bandages from neck to toe to prevent blisters from
coming up and to help my skin not to tear off. I also have
trouble walking so I have an electric wheelchair.
My hands are also very sore and so this prevents me
from doing quite a few things such as: writing (sometimes
I can write but if I can’t I use a laptop or ask my teaching
assistant to help me), opening pen lids, jars, glue sticks,
basically opening anything. Also brushing my hair, getting
dressed, putting on my shoes and so much more. I could
write about all the things I can’t do for days!
When I’m out and about, I use my wheelchair to get
around. Sometimes I don’t like going out though because
everyone, and I mean everyone, stares at me because I
look different from everyone else. Even adults stare at me.
One time when I was in a shop, there was a group of boys
around my age (I’m 12, Year 8) and they looked over at
me and started laughing and when I looked over they
pretended they weren’t but I saw it. I do understand why
people stare at me, but staring makes me feel
uncomfortable and sometimes I go home really upset
about it. Instead of staring, please do just come over to
me and ask about what’s “wrong” with my skin. That
would make me feel better.
Sometimes people who don’t know me laugh at my
skin behind my back when I’m out and about and that
Ciara’s story
makes me really angry and upset because if they knew
Hello, my name is Ciara and I am going to tell you a
how it felt, they would definitely not be laughing.
little bit about my life.
To conclude, my condition can be very hard at times,
I have a skin condition called Epidermolysis Bullosa
well, most times but I’m still able to do most things I
(EB). This means that my skin can tear apart and blister
enjoy. Even though I cannot do sports or other things like
quite easily. I also have huge wounds pretty much all over that, I don’t let it get me down and I still make sure I can
my body except for my face and neck. I have had this since do everything possible.
birth and at first nobody really knew what it was. The
Jeans for Genes is a great charity that helps young
blisters I get can get quite big and very sore. If they are on people like me who have genetic disabilities. Please
my feet, sometimes I cannot walk. When the blisters heal, support this charity so other young people can also get
it can get very itchy but I’m not allowed to scratch them
help.
because if I did then my skin would tear and blister again. Thank you,
It’s kind of like a vicious circle. I have to be covered in
Ciara 8H
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Medical Innovation Summit
This year, six of our year 13 Biology students together with their teacher Mrs
Duncan were honoured to be invited to attend the 17th Medical Innovations Summit, a
world-class event on the newest break-through scientific discoveries and research in
the Medical field. Scientists from all over the world presented their findings at the
Royal Society of Medicine in London on the 29th September 2018.
Our students share their experience at the Summit:

The Medical Innovations Summit was a fantastic experience and has opened my
eyes to incredible innovations. One of the talks that I enjoyed was about
psychedelic drugs and how these could be used to treat severe depression and
PTSD. Although this topic was quite controversial I thought it was interesting to see
how scientists are constantly thinking outside the box to find new treatments for a
range of diseases. One of the most important lessons that I have learned is that
Medicine is not always about finding a cure to a disease but also making small
changes and educating people so that they can further improve their health and
quality of life. My favourite talk was about the program to educate pregnant
women with HIV on how to take care of themselves and the baby whilst having this
disease, and then these women went out to educate other women who are in the
same situation which helped greatly to reduce complications at birth caused by HIV.
Lora: 13F

Throughout the presentations, I was exposed to the creative side of Science. One
particular presentation that I noted was about how GP surgeries should not just be a
place to see a doctor but a place where one can receive support of all types, how so
called ‘social prescribing’ achieved great success at the innovative Bromley-by-Bow
Centre.
Nayungma: 13E

Attending the medical innovation summit was definitely an enriching experience.
My favourite presentation was by consultant cardiologist, Professor Frances Bu'Lock,
who talked about how he and a number of other healthcare professionals managed
the birth of a baby girl who, whilst in the womb, was without a breastbone and was
growing with her heart outside her body. He talked us through the procedures used
to reposition the heart back inside the chest cavity and the roles the different
healthcare professionals played in performing what was both an intense and
challenging delivery and then surgery. It was most interesting to hear about how the
work of several different medical specialities - such as Obstetrics, Cardiology and
General Surgery - could all come together to resolve a case like this.
ISSUE NUMBER
55

Voke: 13F
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It was a day to highlight the magnificent work of those that are at the forefront of medical innovation. I have
learnt a lot from the medical practitioners, entrepreneurs, leaders, innovators who research, think critically about
and explore topics that I hadn’t even heard about.
th
In the 7 presentation, the professor (in pink - see the picture) had a wonderfully simple idea to empower
pregnant women with her HaMpton app. The app allowed expectant mothers to record and monitor their blood
pressure. Their data could then be analysed by a medical practitioner. Then further intervention could be
suggested if needed. This saves time and a lot of money for the NHS, as it reduces the number of visits to the GP.
What I have learnt is that the innovative idea can be like a small seed. It requires fuel mixed with passion (from
the practitioner to keep on researching & trying), funding (from a large-scale investor) and time.

My understanding of timeline for making a change:

A practitioner notices a problem or a potential improvement

They start researching this topic/problem

Apply for funding for a small scale application of a solution

Once successful, scale this model to bigger areas and observe the impact it has

The 8th presentation was about the use of drones in quick delivery of different medicinal items (even
transplants). It was quite cool. The idea of using technology to drive improvement within the healthcare sector
was popular in many presentations.
To me, it was great to see women leading the presentations in the summit. Even some of the female presenters
agreed that it could be difficult getting into a male dominated field (e.g. such as cardiothoracic surgery). But this
summit proves that women are able to drive advances in healthcare and make essential improvements to the
health service.
The 9th presentation was about sequencing genomes. The idea is that you gather a large sample of people with
rare diseases and different types of cancers to sequence their genome. This allows pharmaceutical companies to
use that data and then research particular diseases to create treatments. The aim of the project is to personalise
medicine specific to the patient’s needs.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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One of the most interesting presentations was about how psychedelic drugs such
as MDMA can be used, in conjunction with music, to treat treatment-resistant
depression. The idea behind it is that people in deep depression are stuck in a cycle of
negative automatic thoughts and are unable to shift away from these. The drugs
applied under strict control, temporarily free up their thought pathways, allowing the
discovery of new ways of thinking. Music is used with the drugs because of its
powerful ability to evoke thoughts, feelings and emotions. This treatment uses two
approaches: the cognitive and the biological. It suggests that both of these interact
with each other in order for the treatment to be effective.
One of the presentations revolutionised my view of the impact of a simple and
successful medical innovation. Mothers2mothers is like a pay-it-forward system
where HIV-positive women advise expectant mothers on how to cope with HIV. The
speaker described these women as local champions who drove the program as they
had a widespread impact within their communities empowering other women. I think
the most fascinating thing about this innovation is how it links many sectors together:
solves social problems (educating women with HIV), and incorporates medical
solutions and economical models. Just by this one simple innovation, there are
several levels of impact: the mothers and babies, the communities and healthcare
centres.
Rachael: 13D

Listening to presentations on the amazing research and discoveries was
extremely exciting. The part which I especially enjoyed was when I was able
to network with various stakeholders working in the Medical field. This is
definitely an event to remember. I would recommend this to anyone with a
passion for Science.
Stephen: 13A
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The Royal Society of Medicine will be hosting its 18th Medical Innovations Summit
th
on Saturday 6 April 2019. If you are passionate about Medical Sciences, and would
like to attend the 18th Summit, please, contact Mrs Duncan.
Mrs Duncan
Teacher: Science
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

Prize Giving
Prize Giving Evening is one of the most
important events on the school calendar,
celebrating student achievements that has been
made in the last academic year as well as
congratulating them for the effort and progress
that have been made. Whilst we recognise the
hard work and dedication of all students, it is an
opportunity to celebrate those who have worked
consistently well and been recognised by the staff
for their outstanding contribution to their studies.
Planning for the event begins seven months
beforehand and takes a lot of time and the
dedication of many people around the school to
make it a success.
This year we had 307 students collect 403
awards between them. Mrs Kilner, our guest
speaker, handed out the certificates and prizes and
gave us all an inspirational speech about studying
engineering at Oxford, working as an investment
banker and more recently her career with Shell.
She has worked in a number of different areas,
gaining experience of exploration through to
production and product marking; her more recent
role involved looking at ‘New Energies’ and the
reduction of Shell’s carbon footprint.
A Levels offer a challenging curriculum that is
recognised nationally and internationally as
offering depth of knowledge and the chance to
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specialise in chosen subject areas in readiness for
undergraduate courses. Nationally, 26.2% of all A
level grades awarded were an A*/A. At DGGS we
are exceptionally proud of our students as they
surpassed this average considerably by gaining
33% A*/A grades. 459 A Level examinations were
sat this academic year and 62% of these were
given A*-B grades. 19 A level students gained 3+
A*-A grades. This is excellent for us as a school
and we continue to be the leading provider of A
Levels in the area.
At GCSE, 18% of our results were Grade 9
compared to 4.5% nationally and a remarkable
45% of all grades were 8-9. 1540 GCSE
examinations were sat in total and students
achieved a staggering 1054 9-7 (A*-A) grades. 37
GCSE students gained an average point score of 8.0
which is something that we and the students are
extremely proud of.
All of the achievements at Prize Giving Evening
recognise the students’ hard work and the
commitment of our staff in helping students to
achieve their potential. The ongoing support of
parents/carers is critical to this too and we hope
that this continues in this new academic year.

Mrs Kidd
Assistant Headteacher

Harvest Festival
Every year I look forward to seeing how creative our students can be and also how generous they are to others
who are in need. Harvest is traditionally a time for reflection and an important time for us as a school community
to have some fun working together for a charitable cause. The food that out students donated this year went to
the Dartford Foodbank, Salvation Army and Help the Aged
Food banks are a vital lifeline to provide those who have difficulty in
purchasing enough for them
and their families to avoid
hunger. Those that organise
these food banks act as a
storage and distribution
centre for many other
smaller charities doing front
line work with those directly
in need. The Samaritans
offer a similar service,
supporting families who have hit hard times, people who have been
made redundant, become ill or are experiencing benefit delay. Help the Aged use the items to help support those
that are struggling to organise themselves, do not have the mobility to go shopping and are lonely.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Once again this year we were amazed by the standard of boxes we received and
the selection of boxes show how creative they were. A great deal of time and effort
goes into these. Judging the competition is never easy but the proud winners of this
year were 7L, 8H, 9L, 10I, 11P, 12E and 13D

Each form group has earned points towards their Housepoint totals for the year.
The Philanthropic Society greatly appreciated every student’s enthusiasm and input
for this important event.
ISSUE NUMBER
55
OCOTBER

Mrs Kidd
Assistant Headteacher
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Forthcoming Events
1st November 2018

Start of Term 2

6th November 2018

Year 10 Working Together Evening

8th November 2018

Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening
and reports issued home

8th November 2018

Year 7 FPTA Welcome Event - Quiz
night

15th November 2018

Reports Issued Home - Years 7, 9
and 12

22nd November 2018

Open Evening for prospective Sixth
Form students

27th November 2018

Year 9 Intervention Evening

29th November 2018

Year 12 Parent Consultation Meetings

29th November 2018

Reports Issued Home - Years 8 and 10

20th December 2018

End of Term 2
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