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Dear Parents/Carers
As many parents/carers will be very
aware, we are in the midst of the public
examination season. At school we have
been very impressed with how the GCSE
and A Level students have approached
their revision; their focus and commitment
to their studies has been excellent.
Hopefully this will lead to the grades they
are hoping for in the summer. We wish
them all the very best of luck in their
examinations in the coming weeks and we
know that they can
all achieve great
things.
Year 12 have
recently taken their
formal assessments
in all subjects and
the grades will be
very useful to help
determine their
next steps for Year
13 and beyond. At the start of Term 6,
students in Years 7-10 will sit their end of
year assessments. In my Form Captain
meetings during the last 2 weeks, we have
been discussing exam preparation and
revision. Students have shown a very
mature approach to the exams and they
are demonstrating that they are taking
responsibility for their learning and
progress. The assessments will also provide
them with the opportunity to develop their
revision skills and gain valuable
examination experience before they take
their GCSEs in years to come.
Whilst the school’s assessment
calendar is very busy at this time of year,
there have also been a range of trips, visits
and other activities enjoyed by students in
recent weeks, including the Curriculum
Enhancement Day in the last week of this
term. The day included a trip to the Tower
of London for Year 7, a Year 9 “Top Secret”
challenge day, which started with a

fascinating talk from Peter Bleksley, a Year
10 Geography fieldwork expedition to
Epping Forest, and a full programme of
different workshops for Year 12, such as an
introduction to British Sign Language, yoga
and mindfulness, and a session on finances
and budgeting. Further information about
the day will be included in the next
newsletter.
From a whole school perspective, the
tender process for our two new classrooms
is in progress and we are hopeful that
building will start
before the end of
Term 6. The
classrooms will be
larger than the
significant majority
of other classrooms
and will provide
excellent additional
facilities for the
school.
The Headteacher Parents’ Surgeries for
Term 6 are on Wednesday 13th June 4pm –
6pm and Tuesday 3rd July 4pm – 6pm. This
is an opportunity for parents/carers to ask
any questions, put forward any ideas or
raise a concern. All appointments are
initially for 20 minutes, with follow up
appointments made where required. If you
would like to make an appointment, please
contact my PA, Mrs Dance by telephoning
the school (ex 237), or by email
(lad@dartfordgrammargirls.kent.sch.uk).
Parents/carers and also encouraged to
contact subject teachers, form tutors or
the Head of Year with any queries or
concerns.
Finally I would like to wish all our
families an enjoyable holiday week. We
look forward to welcoming back all
students on Monday 4th June.

Sharon Pritchard
Headteacher
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Governor News
This term has seen the start of
public examinations for many of our
students and on behalf of Governors I
would like to wish each of them every
success in these, we do appreciate
how stressful these weeks can be for
students and parents alike, as well as
the long awaited results days. This
term also saw the Year 13 students
leave the school in preparation for
their A Level examinations, we wish
them well in these and for the future.
A local governing body meeting has
not been held this term but two are
planned for Term 6. The Trust Board
have met this term and will meet in
Term 6 to approve the 3 Year budget
which needs to be sent to the
Education Skills Funding Agency by
the end of July and will be shared with
the governing body in July before the
last submission date. As I am sure you
will be aware from the media, these
are increasingly challenging times for
schools financially despite the
introduction of the National Funding
Formula which has been moderately
beneficial to our school in terms of
main school funding as has been 16-

19 funding for our students.
Governors enjoyed their visits to
the school and seeing the school “at
work” and found the experiences
inspiring as well as demonstrating the
excellent relationships between staff
and students and the quality of
teaching and learning throughout the
year groups.
On behalf of the Governors I send
best wishes to all of the students who
will be sitting external examinations
next term and to wish them every
success.
If you wish to contact the
Governing Body on any matter, please
contact me via the school e-mail
address or in writing c/o the school.
Finally I would like to wish you all a
restful and relaxing holiday.
Janice Brooke
Chair of Governors

House news
This term has been busy with external examinations and internal assessment
preparation and I would like to send my best wishes all our House members.
All six Houses have now voted for their new charity and are in the process of
preparing for their Charity day. Registration groups are also in the process of
selecting their entry for the DGGS’ Got Talent competition.
The results of the photography competition on the theme of determination
can be found on the following page. Congratulations to all our participants and
winners.
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Mrs Kleywegt
Curriculum Team Leader: Languages
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Geography Photography House competition
This term the Geography prefect team hosted a Geography photo competition for Year 7 and 8 with the theme
of ‘People and Places’. The competition was highly competitive and we received a lot of high quality entries.
We are pleased to announce the winning photo was from Jamina in 8I, her winning photo is shown below.
Congratulations 8I and thank you to everyone that participated!
Alica: 12F
Geography Prefect Team

Term 5 Photography House competition
The results
First place: 8C (100 House points)
Second place: 9H (50 House points)
Third place: 7K (25 House points)
Well done to all of you who took part.

Winning entry by
Olivia & Oke: 8C

Term 6 House Competition
DGGS’ GOT
TALENT 2018
One entry per Form
Audition dates
Monday 16th July
Tuesday 17th July
Wednesday 18th July
X11 at Lunch time
Register by 6th June
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Chartwell’s new charity: Plan International
Chartwell voted for ‘Plan
International’. This is a charity that raises
money and awareness for sanitary
products in poorer countries such as
Ethiopia and India. They also support
women’s voices getting heard and
address inequality issues. We hope to
have a successful year supporting them.
Hannah 12A
Chartwell House Captain
Hever’s new charity: Teenage Cancer Trust
Initially my deputies and I decided on six
charities which were Ellenor Hospice, Help
for Heroes, Dogs Trust, Oxfam, Teenage
Cancer Trust and RSPCA. We created
voting slips and in our House assembly we
asked each member to vote on their
chosen charity and after counting up the
votes Teenage Cancer Trust was the most
popular.
Teenage Cancer Trust is an organisation which helps young people
suffering with cancer get expert help. They don’t just help those who are
suffering with cancer but they also help young people realise the early signs of
cancer, the different types of cancer and how cancer can be treated.
Moreover, Teenage Cancer Trust helps the families of the patient. Having
cancer can be very isolating because the patient misses out on school, seeing
friends and doing normal things. Teenage Cancer Trust provides youth
support coordinators to ensure there are plenty of chances for young people
to stay connected by providing activities and giving practical help with specific
issues.
Vianney 12A
Hever House Captain
Ightham‘s new charity: Plan International
This is a charity which values the rights of young
girls around the world. There are plenty of girls
around the world that are forced into a life of
hardship. Plan International have a vision to gain
equality for young girls all over the world.
Compassion is at the heart of the charity.
ISSUE NUMBER
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Stephen 12A
Ightham House Captain
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Knole’s new charity: CLIC Sargent
Knole has decided to represent CLIC Sargent - for Children
with Cancer. We have chosen this charity as we would like to
have the opportunity to represent a charity which specialises
in supporting children with cancer and their families.
We hope to raise as much as possible for this deserving
charity.
Lola 12F
Knole House Captain

Leeds’ new charity: Dandelion Time
The new charity for Leeds is called ‘Dandelion Time’. It is a Kentbased charity supporting troubled families fragmented by trauma,
abuse and neglect. It was recommended by someone in the lower
years. We took a vote as a House and Dandelion Time was the most
popular by far.
We look forward to raising a lot of money this coming year for
our new charity.
Emily 12G
Leeds House Captain

Penshurst’s New Charities: NSPCC and Starlight
As a house we have two new charities; NSPCC and
Starlight, both of which are children’s charities. Last year
Starlight was chosen by the House, and NSPCC was
chosen this year. As they are both similar charities we
have decided to raise money for both of them together.
As young adults, these charities are there to support
other young people dealing with abuse, neglect and
terminal illnesses.
As a house we strive to bring happiness, positivity and
change to those around us, and by raising money for these children, we hope to provide comfort and
bring about change for those less fortunate than ourselves.
Zahrah 12D
Penshurst House Captain

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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DRAMA DEPARTMENT NEWS
Blood Brothers
On Wednesday 28th March, over 90 students took part in
our first ever Whole School Dance and Drama production
of Blood Brothers. We had over 200 people attend the
production and support the students’ hard work. A big
thank you and congratulations to all the students and staff
involved. The production was a great success.

On 28th March, the Performing Arts Department staged a whole
school production of the play 'Blood Brothers' by Willy Russell, where I
had the opportunity to perform the role of Adult Linda. I have been
fortunate enough to be in four school productions whilst attending
DGGS, sadly this was the last one I will perform in as I will be taking my
A-Levels next year. I thoroughly enjoyed working collaboratively as a
whole school cast and with dance. I have made good friends with
students in other years who I would not have met otherwise. I feel that
'Blood Brothers' was an excellent production which showcased the
talent we have across the school in Drama and Dance. I love acting so
having the chance to perform outside of lessons and contribute to the
production of an excellent play was a very rewarding and exciting
experience for me.
Serena 12E
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2018 KS3 PRODUCTION
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MATILDA

MAIN HALL: 7pm
Thursday 14th June
Doors will open at 6.30pm
£3 Adult and £2 Concessions
Tickets can be purchased in advance
through Parentpay or on the door.
Matilda
On Wednesday 16th May and Thursday 17th May, we held Drama and Dance auditions for this year’s KS3
production of Matilda. Again, we were blown away by the amount of talented students with over 150 students
auditioning. This production will be put together in just two days and performed on Thursday 14th June at 7pm.
Tickets can be purchased through ParentPay or purchased on the night on the door.

KS4 AND KS5 THEATRE TRIPS
On Tuesday 15th May, Year 12 and 13 students went to see a
production of ‘Macbeth’ at The National Theatre and on
Thursday 24th May, Year 9 and 10 students went to see a
production of ‘Gangsta Granny’ at The Orchard Theatre. All
theatre visits act as part of their GCSE and A Level course, but
also aid in inspiring and further developing the students’
drama and theatre knowledge and skills.
CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Samuel 12D, Grace 12F, Aliyah 11C, Jess 11P and Annie 10L for their fabulous
performances in ‘Our Town’ at The Geoffrey Whitworth Theatre over Easter. How they managed to fit that in
with revision and school work, I do not know!
Mrs Westergaard
Curriculum Area Leader: Drama
FPTA Update
Thank you to the FPTA for providing refreshments on the evening of Blood Brothers, raising a further £132.70
for the school.
Joining the FPTA is a great way to meet fellow parents and carers and does not need to be time consuming.
Even if you can only spare a few hours, it would be great to hear from you. If you would like to get involved,
please contact Lydia Curran, FPTA Chair at lydia_curran@hotmail.co.uk
Please continue to check the FPTA page on the DGGS website for further events taking place.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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#CREATEYOUR3DFUTURE
Earlier this month, we were delighted to hear the great news that Tse 13D
and I had won a competition that we had entered at the end of March.
This competition involved posting a video online using the hashtag
#CREATEYOUR3DFUTURE whilst demonstrating ‘How you would change the
world with a 3D printer’. The CREATE Education Project was giving away 5
Ultimaker Original kits and an opportunity to build it with their team as the
prize. Ms Last informed me about this competition: I was thrilled because I have
always enjoyed participating in competitions.
In addition, collaborating on ideas with Tse has helped me a lot as we both
have very diverse styles. Nevertheless, we were able to assemble footage of a
range of projects and activities that have occurred in the DT Department and
STEM Society.
Initially, we focused on how the students in our school have various creative
ideas and how a 3D printer could help us excel our limits. The video also
explored not only how it could help support our education throughout the
school but also how it could improve our knowledge of the world around us.
The chance to win a 3D printer through a competition was certainly a rare
opportunity; pioneering engineers across the globe are using these machines to
create radical products such as artificial limbs. Therefore, it would be beneficial
for students who are interested in creating new inventions or would like to go
into the field of engineering.
Luckily, our video was selected as one of the top five winners from a
significant number of entries made by several other people and communities in
the UK. The experience has truly helped me to engage with other aspects of
technology and across other cross-curricular topics. Hopefully the Ultimaker
Original will support other enthusiastic students to discover endless
possibilities.
“Creativity is intelligence having fun”
Albert Einstein
Aleena 9I
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Bormio Ski Trip 2018
Full of anticipation, we arrived at school on the
evening of Saturday 31st March, armed with neck
pillows and blankets, ready for the 19 hour coach
drive to Bormio. Yes - 19 hours! Typical girls, we
had so much luggage that the coach driver was
struggling to load it onto the coach! The journey,
however, wasn’t so
bad, as we were
distracted by stunning
views of lakes and
snow-topped
mountains, as well as
a collection of cheesy
movies which made
the time fly by.
Hotel Derby was
located near the town
centre and was only a
5 minute walk away
from the cable car.
Every morning we took the cable car up to the
resort at a height of over 1500m for our ski lessons.
The resort has 41km of piste and its highest point is
2340m. Often I would look around and think that I
was looking at a postcard, because the mountains
and forest trees surrounding us were so
picturesque. We were split into ability groups of
and each taught by a ski instructor throughout the
week.
I was in the beginner’s group so we started off
on the nursery slopes practising key skills such as
slowing and turning. Alongside us on the slopes
was a group of adorable toddlers wearing little
snow onesies, also learning how to ski. However
when they started skiing we realised that they
were actually much better than us which made us
feel rubbish! We had our fair share of accidents,
but by the end of the week we were going up to
the very top of the mountain and skiing all the way
back down to the resort. We also took part in a
race which was more fun than competitive. My
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personal highlight of the trip was the fun slope
which had jumps, sharp turns and a tunnel. It was
scary but exciting at the same time, and I felt really
proud of myself once I had completed it.
In the evenings the teachers planned several
activities for us to do during the week. This
included a quiz night, a club night to celebrate
Caitlin’s 16th birthday,
a scavenger hunt in
the town and a trip to
a Bormio Terme Spa.
The spa was just what
everyone needed to
relax and soothe our
aching shins from
several days of
wearing ski boots.
On the last night we
had a presentation
evening where the ski
instructors told us the
results of the race, gave us all awards and also a
progress booklet to conclude our week in Bormio.
I am really grateful the school organised this trip
as it was a great opportunity to learn new skills and
see a new side of Italy.

Esther 10P

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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House of Parliament Trip
On Monday 26th March, my Year 12 Government & Politics class and I enjoyed a
visit to the Houses of Parliament in Westminster.
Our tour guide made sure we were well-informed on the history and significance
of every room we entered, though she seemed rather impressed at our own level of
knowledge, in being able to provide answers to almost all questions asked. Some of
these included how many hereditary peers remained in the House of Lords? How Bill is
passed by Government? We were even given the chance to see Dartford MP, Gareth
Johnson’s pigeon hole in Parliament – we were given the opportunity to meet and
question him last month.
Overall, being able to see the very place where the things we learn about in the
classroom are manifested in reality, only serves to deepen our knowledge and
understanding of the subject, and has definitely made me more interested in the everchanging world of politics!
Mr Millard
Teacher: Government and Politics

UK Mathematics Trust (UKMT)
Team Maths Challenge
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The UK Mathematics Trust (UKMT) is a registered charity established in 1996,
whose aim is to advance the education of children and young people in mathematics
by promoting mathematical dexterity, teamwork and communication skills.
This year on 25th of April four students Rhea 9K, Tare 9I , Naomi 8K and Shreeka 8I
had the opportunity to represent Dartford Grammar Girls at the team Maths challenge
held at St Olaves Grammar School.
The girls gave an outstanding
performance and made the school
proud.
Comment from Rhea 9K:
“The thing I like about these
sorts of questions is that they are
very different to the ones at school
and they’re a lot more interesting to
work out. The first round consisted
of 10 questions which we had to
answer as a team. These were quite
straightforward and we managed to
get through these quite easily. After
that was the cross-number (a bit like a crossword but with numbers) where one pair
worked on the across section and the other on the down section. This meant we had to
rely on each other in order to fill it in. The next round was called the shuttle, in which
our team was split and had to wait for the other pair to answer their question before
answering ours. The last round was the relay in which one pair from our team sat right
at the back of the hall with the other sitting at the front in order to quickly deliver the
questions to each other. It was exciting because we had to be as fast as possible and
this round would be the last thing to determine our position against the other 31
schools. Overall it was a great experience and we got to look at maths from a different
perspective whilst having lot of fun with our team”.
Well done girls, you made us proud!

Mrs Orighose
Teacher: Mathematics
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Oxford and Cambridge Conference:
Epsom Downs 27th March 2018
On Tuesday 27th March we took a group of Year 12
students to the Cambridge and Oxford Conference held at
Epsom Downs Racecourse. The event was designed to give
students up-to-date information about their courses, the
application process and admissions procedures at both
universities. It was a busy day but very informative, full of
advice, enthusiasm and showing how accessible these
universities and courses are to those with the passion and
dedication to succeed.
“I really enjoyed the day trip to Epsom Downs for the
Oxford and Cambridge conference. It allowed for me to
gather some in depth information to assist me in my
selection. I was not very sure which of the two universities
i wanted to go to and this trip helped me to decide on
Oxford. It allowed me to get detailed information on the
courses of interest to me such as Maths and Economics.
There were lots of students and tutors who were very
helpful in answering all questions I had. The information
about finance, careers and applying was very helpful and
will help me when making my application.” (Taylor 12F)
“Having visited both Oxford and Cambridge already, I
wasn’t sure if I’d learn anything about the universities that
I wasn’t already aware of, but much to my surprise, I was
proved wrong. Going to the Law conference in the
afternoon really gave me an insight into the life of an
Oxbridge law student. The conference was led by
professors from both Oxford and Cambridge, and so they
were able to outline the difference between studying the
course at either university – which turned out to be greater
than I had expected. I was also able to attend the
conference for Human, Social and Political Sciences – a
course studied at Cambridge – of which I had no prior
knowledge. I ended up taking a huge interest in the course
by the end of the conference, with many of the topics
relating to my current studies, and I am now considering
applying for the course not only at Cambridge, but at other
universities that offer it. All in all, the trip was of huge
benefit to me and has broadened my knowledge in both
the universities and the courses they offer. “(Holly 12F)
“At the beginning of the day I went to three talks on
more general Oxbridge information; how to get in, what
it’s like there, finance etc. My main takeaway from those
talks was to be accepted into Oxbridge you don’t have to
be the smartest of the smart (although that does help), you
have to show the utmost passion for your subject.
Whether it’s reading books, going to lectures, listening to
podcasts you have to eat, breathe, live your subject. I then
went to the subject talks on Theology/Philosophy, PPE and
Law. They were really interesting as they were led by the
professors from Oxbridge. All of them had so much passion
for their subject and were so fascinating to listen to, you

could tell they were the best of the best. Overall I learnt so
much at the conference from how to get in, to what the
lessons would be like. It really inspired me to work hard so
I can have a chance of going.” (Abigail 12A)
“The day was incredibly informative, and provided me
with new insight to History. I knew when applying to
Cambridge or Oxford you would need to take pre
assessments, but until attending this conference I didn't
know what they consisted of. For Oxford the tests are
called HAT-history aptitude test, whereas for Cambridge
they are written assessments. From the History talk I found
out that you could combine History with other subjects
such as Modern Languages and Politics. In order to study
History and Politics you did not need to have Government
and Politics as an A Level, so it was nice to know that it was
an option of study even if you hadn't previously studied
the subject” (Karina 12A)
“I heard over and over again throughout the day that
the number one thing admission tutors look for is passion
for the subject that you want to study. You can
demonstrate this through researching the subject and
gaining relevant work experience, but also through
listening to podcasts and radio shows. A few resources that
were recommended to us were Radio 4 - In our time, HE+
and Oxplore. Exploring the subject beyond the A Level
syllabus demonstrates your motivation, ability to learn
independently and the development of your research skills.
Another thing that stood out to me was the key things
that they look for at the interviews. They are of course
looking to assess your aptitude, core knowledge and
technical skills, but also your ability to learn from mistakes
and listen in discussions. It’s not usually important for you
to get the right answer as long as you can take on the
tutor’s advice, show that you are engaging with the
question and building on existing knowledge. I also learned
that it’s ok to ask your interviewer for some help. Things
that will not impress the tutor are the lack of relevant
exploration beyond the syllabus (make sure to do some
wider research), unwillingness to rethink your ideas (take
on any advice given to you and listen to other people’s
views) and poor organisation (arrive on time with all
relevant material).” (Titi 12D)

Mrs Kidd
Assistant Headteacher: Head of Sixth Form

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Coming Soon…The Arts and
Technology Summer Festival
In the next few weeks, we shall be presenting the four major events of our
Summer Arts and Technology Faculty Festival. This begins on the evening of
Thursday 14th June, when our younger students will display their creativity in
two eye-catching and lively events. First, they will show their Design and
Technology, Food Technology and Art and Design work at the Year 7-10
Exhibition, which will take place in X11 between 5 and 7pm. On the same
evening of Thursday 14th June, you are then invited to enjoy Dance, Music and
Drama performances by our KS3 students, as they present ‘Matilda’ in the Main
Hall, starting at 7pm.
Next, our older students will be staging the A Level Exhibition, displaying
their Art and Design work in both Fine Art and Textile Design. This show is
always amazing and you will have a chance to see it when it is open to
students, parents and friends on the evening of Wednesday 20 th June, between
5 and 7pm, in X11. It is highly recommended for all and especially for our
younger artists who are hoping to reach this level.
The final event will be our popular annual Fashion Show, which will take
place in the Main Hall at 7.00pm on Wednesday 4th July, providing a showcase
for garments and body adornments created by our Art and Design Textiles
students. The show will feature pieces made by Years 8 to 13, modelled by
students from all years. The work this year is once again spectacular, featuring
large scale pieces and superbly detailed surfaces.
Please see full details of these events, including tickets, on our separate
advertisement, which will also feature on the school website.
The photos that
accompany this article are
from last year’s Summer
Festival. We do hope that
you will join us this
summer, to celebrate
another fantastically
creative year for our Arts
and Technology Faculty
students.
Mrs Evans-Wild
Curriculum Team Leader:
Arts and Technology
Faculty
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DGGS Arts and Technology Faculty

SUMMER FESTIVAL 2018

Year 7 to 10 Exhibition
Displays of D & T, Food Tech and Art and Design (Fine
Art and Textiles), Thursday 14th June in X11, 5pm-7pm
Admission FREE

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
—–——-

Drama, Dance and Music Present
th

Matilda

Thursday 14 June in the Main Hall at 7pm

Adults £3 Concessions* £2, available on ParentPay

A Level Exhibition

Fine Art and Textiles displays by our older students,
Wednesday 20th June in X11, 5-7.00pm
Admission FREE

Fashion Show
Year 8 to 13 textiles, modelled by all years, Wednesday
4th July in the Main Hall at 7pm

Adults £3 Concessions* £2, available on ParentPay. Year 11 and
13 students should collect their purchased tickets from
Reception.
*Concessions include all DGGS students, under 16s from outside DGGS, OAPs
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DGGS Art and Design Textiles
FASHION SHOW 2018

Wednesday 4th July at 7.00 in the Main Hall
Adults £3, Concessions £2, available from ParentPay.
Year 11 and 13 students should collect their purchased tickets from Reception

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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DGGS
Arts and Technology Faculty

Year 7 to 10
Exhibition
Displays created by our students in D & T, Food Tech
and Art and Design
Thursday 14th June in X11 from 5pm

until 7pm
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53

Admission FREE
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Super 8s athletics competition (Year 7 students) - 1st place
English Schools Athletics competition -

Junior squad 2nd place.
Inter squad 4th place

We entered our first gymnastics competition for Years 7,8 and 9 and achieved amazing results!
A huge well done to Maddie 8L for making the Junior GB team for Gymnastics.

European Karate Championships
Last October we competed at the European Championships in Verona, Italy. It was my first
international competition and it went really well. I just missed out on making it to the semi-finals in the
Kata by point one and I got through two rounds in the Kumite (fighting) getting knocked out of the
competition by one point.
There were more then 20 girls in each of the categories making it harder and harder to get through
every round. Even though I personally didn’t medal, the team came away with a total of four medals
which is amazing as all of the categories were huge. We had one gold, one silver and two bronzes!
Overall, it was an amazing experience and we are ready for the Worlds in a few weeks.
Holly 8P

DGGS Sport Relief 2018
Sport Relief, the sister event to Comic Relief, runs biannually to raise money for a number of charities
to support those in both the UK and abroad that are disadvantaged.
This March at DGGS we held our second ever Sport Relief Week. The aim was to come together as a
school community to raise funds through the medium of sport. As always the students who took part did
not disappoint and made a huge contribution to these outstanding causes, showing impressive
community spirit, their ability to put others first, as well as taking on the opportunities to complete some
challenging sporting events as well looking a little silly in order to raise money.
The week kicked off on Monday 19th March with students taking part in events from a dance-a-thon to
their own individual feats. On Tuesday 20th
March the swim-a-thon took place involving a
number of students from Years 7– Year 9 who
challenged themselves to complete a number of
widths or lengths of our school swimming pool.
Despite the huge range of lengths completed
what really stood out were those students who
managed to put mind over matter and finish
more lengths than they had thought was
possible.

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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On Wednesday 21st March over 160 students took part in the bounce-athon managing to bounce themselves through a total of 32 hours combined.
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Finally, Friday saw the sport relief mile and Benchball tournament take place. Students completed the
Sport Relief mile in wonderful spirit with some running backwards, wearing the pyjamas, dressed up as
the Mad Hatter and even hopping the whole mile!!

I am pleased to announce that DGGS students raised a
whopping £1468.53 for Sport Relief 2018.
All students who were involved did a fantastic job but a
special congratulations go to the following students who were
our top fundraisers and what a fantastic job they did.
Christopher 12E: £188.79
Freya 8K: £98.55
Deborah 7K: £77.50

Mrs Bluett
Curriculum Area Leader: Physical Education
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Music achievement
I am pleased to announce that the DGGS Music Department has been
awarded the ISM Bronze Certificate 2018 by the Incorporated Society of
Musicians. This certificate recognises the hard work and dedication of
the 2016-2017 students, all of whom achieved A*-B. I hope this success
is continued in the future and wish the current Year 11 (2017-2018) the
best of luck in their forthcoming GCSE examinations.
Miss Zgoda
Curriculum Area Leader: Music

Students make poetry in Design &
Technology
Students in Year 8 are given a ‘takeway menu’ of homework options from
which they can select their preferred method of completing an assignment.
Regular Poetry Club member Ruby 8L chose to immortalise the process of
photocopying in a poem and managed to convey a lot of technical
information through her favourite means of expression:
Photocopying Process
Placing the already imprinted sheet onto the machine,
Ready to taint more sheets,
So they’re uniform and the same,
Beams blind the tainted,
Scanning top to bottom,
Reflecting the image they see,
Capturing the stained sheet,
Photosensitive Drum,
Metal roller ready,
Charged in the positive field,
Coated in a photoconductive material,
Drenched in selenium, germanium or silicon,
In darkness charge is held,
But when exposed to the light of the world,
Charge leaves...
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Light from the tainted paper,
Reflects and discharges,
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Leaving the ink that adorned the page,
To keep charge in certain areas,
A shadow,
Lurking,
Drum turns,
Carrying the charged monster shadow,
Towards the toner,
Negatively charged toner,
Attract to the shadow monster of ours,
Positive meets negative,
And binds,
The shadow monster,
Now ink smeared,
Nearing the end of its journey,
Blank sheet enters,
Clean and unblemished,
Charged with the positivity to rival all,
Overpowers the monsters positivity,
Stealing the toner,
Breaking the bond,
Clean paper,
Now carrying the negative life,
The toner,
Passes through rollers,
Pressure fusing the two,
Becoming blemished,
Ink coated,
Toner particles stick,
Making the clean paper just another copy,
Of the imprinted sheet of above,
Another clone.
Ruby 8L
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Upcoming Events
Monday 4th June

Start of Term 6

Monday 4th June - Friday 8th June

Internal Assessment Week Years 7-10

Saturday 9th June - Sunday 10th June

DofE trip – Cedar Gables

Wednesday 20th June - Friday 22nd June

Year 12 Business and
Economics trip to Paris

Friday 29th June

Year 11 trip to Thorpe Park

Saturday 30th June - Tuesday 3rd July

Year 9 and 10 Business
Studies and Computer
Studies trip to Amsterdam

Thursday 5th July

Whole school: Sports day

Sunday 8th July - Sunday 15th July

Year 12 and 13 trip to China

Monday 9th July - Friday 13th July

Year 7 residential trip to
Rockley Point

Monday 9th July - Friday 13th July

Year 10 Work Experience

Monday 9th July - Friday 13th July

Year 9 trip to Germany

Monday 9th July - Friday 13th July

Year 9 trip to Spain

Monday 9th July

8K, 8L, 8P trip to Brighton

Tuesday 10th July

8C, 8H, 8I trip to Brighton

Thursday 12th July

Year 12 trip to Thorpe Park
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