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Dear Parents/Carers
The start of Term 3 is characterised by
important mock examinations for students in
Year 11 and the Sixth Form. Year 11 sat some
of their mocks before the Christmas break and
continued with the remaining examinations
this term. They are the first year group to
experience the new GCSE examinations in
almost every subject,
following the
introduction of the new-style exams last year
in English and mathematics. Students have
risen to the challenge of the increased content
and more demanding nature of the
examinations extremely well, and have clearly
been working hard. Last week they had a
special assembly when they all
received their individual results
in an envelope, to give them an
idea of what it will be like when
collecting their results in
August. Year 13 are also
experiencing more challenging
examinations with the new A Level
specifications, in almost all subjects. Although
the mock results do give an indication of
potential achievement in the summer, we
believe what is most important, is what
students learn from the process; the areas they
need to focus on, where they may need
support, what revision strategies work best for
them individually, and how they manage their
time. With the support of everyone in school
and at home, we have every confidence that
they will make the most of the next few
months to achieve the grades they are hoping
for.
The school is always a very busy
community and as usual, there have been
numerous different activities and trips which
complement the taught curriculum and
support students’ learning. This has included
an A Level Spanish and Media visits to the
British Film Institute, our long-running Swiss
Work Experience Exchange, a Sixth Form
Theatre Studies trip, the UKMT mathematics
challenge, the excellent Year 11 GCSE Dance
Showcase (with GCSE and A Level PE dance
performances) as well as various sporting
events.
As Year 13 approach the end of their time

at DGGS and are focusing intensely on their A
Level studies, we have started the process of
selecting our new 2018-2019 Head Student
Team and Sixth Form Student Leaders. This
week prospective Head Students have given a
speech to the whole school in assemblies, and
immediately after the holiday, they will be
interviewed by me, Mrs Kidd and Miss Kellett.
We know already that it is going to be a very
difficult choice!
Parents/carers may have seen that the
Government recently released performance
measures for secondary schools, based on the
2017 results. We were delighted that our
school featured so highly, for both the GCSE
and A Level results. We are
particularly proud because we
offer a broad and balanced
curriculum that is not in any way
designed
to
maximise
achievement in any performance
table. We believe in the
importance of students having the flexibility
and opportunity to study the subjects that
most interest them individually, so that they
can all achieve success and open doors for
their futures.
The Headteacher Parent Surgeries for Term
4 are on Tuesday 27th February from 4pm to
6pm and Wednesday 14th March from 4pm to
6pm. If you would like to make an
appointment to talk to me at my Parent
Surgeries, please contact my PA, Ms Lorraine
Dance on extension 237 or by email
lad@dartfordgrammargirls.kent.sch.uk.
All
appointments are initially for 20 minutes, with
follow up appointments made where required.
It is often helpful if parents/carers can inform
me of any specific queries in advance of the
meeting so that I may have answers to any
particular questions. Parents/carers are also
encouraged to contact subject teachers, form
tutors or the Head of Year with any queries or
concerns.
Finally I would like to wish all our families a
safe and enjoyable holiday. We look forward to
welcoming back all students to Term 4 on
Monday 19th February.

Sharon Pritchard
Headteacher
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Oxbridge Success
Offers have been flooding in from universities across the country,
including Oxford and Cambridge.
One student told us how he prepared for his application and
interview: he is one of our Sixth Formers who has secured an offer from
Cambridge.
In preparation for my interview, I attempted a selection of questions
from 'Advanced Problems in Mathematics' by Dr. Siklos. These problems
allowed me to apply mathematical concepts to unfamiliar situations
and, as a result, developed my problem solving skills. I also took part in
many mock interviews which were organised by STEM society as well as
the school in general. One of these was with the Headteacher, Mrs
Pritchard, where I practised communicating my ideas in a coherent
manner. I also had a mock interview with my maths teachers (Mrs Hall
and Miss Statton), who were able to test me on the technical aspects
required for the interview.—Fayooz 13E

Miss Kellett
Assistant Headteacher

I am thrilled to announce that the Dance department are through to the
South East Regional Heats of the national competition 'The Great Big Dance
Off' to be held in Folkestone on Monday 12th March, 2018. Letters for
participating students will follow shortly. Let the hard work begin!! More
information about the event can be found at:
http://www.thegreatbigdanceoff.com/
Miss Longley
Teacher: Dance
Year 11 Mock Examinations
Well done to all Year 11 students for working so hard towards their
recent mock examinations. All students approached their examinations
with maturity and behaviour throughout the examination period was
impeccable. I continue to be very proud of the dedication Year 11 are
showing towards their GCSE examinations. Keep up the hard work Year 11
- well done everyone!
ISSUE NUMBER
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Miss Longley
Head of Year 11
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Year 7 Christmas Party
7C Comments
It was fun and we got to know
the teachers and head pupils. It
gave us a chance to get to
know fellow students.
I really enjoyed the activities
especially the over under game
which required good teamwork
and technique.
I loved the party games and
yummy food.
I was delighted with the music
choice at the disco and I had a
lovely time with friends in and
outside of my form.
The music, food and games
were great. I enjoyed the dance
off.

7I Comments
The food was yummy and the
dance off was really good fun.
I enjoyed the activities and meal
competition along with the
dancing.
There was a good selection of
songs and variety of lovely
pizzas.
I really enjoyed the party
atmosphere with plenty of food
and drink.
The games were fun, food
delicious and decorations were
great.
The food, music, competitions
were great. The teachers put
lots of effort in for our
amusement.
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7L Comments
I really enjoyed the disco and
songs that were played. There
was endless pizza, cake and Capri
sun drinks.
We had time with our friends and
a delicious meal with as much as
we wanted.
The music and length of
everything was great.
It was a great opportunity to
show my confident side when I
got called up on stage with other
people.
I enjoyed dancing and playing
games and mixing with other
forms. Pizza was delicious too.

7H Comments
I loved the Pizza and the fun disco
afterwards especially when some
students danced on stage.
I really liked the entertainment and
party where we bonded with our
form. The music and lights were
fun.
I loved dancing crazily with my
friend. Thank you very much.
There was a wide variety of music
at the disco; pop, Christmas songs
and some African songs.
It was an engaging, lively party. The
food was delicious including
everyone’s dietary needs.
Rules were easy to follow.
ISSUE NUMBER
51
FEBRUARY

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

7K Comments
My favourite part of the party
was the balloon games.
I loved the food and the
creative games. The dance off
added tension and excitement.
I liked the whole party and it
was a decent amount of time. I
loved the dance off and the
yummy treats at the end.
We all enjoyed the games,
competitions, food and
dancing in the hall.
I enjoyed the Malteser game.
The food was nice and I made
new friends at the disco. Thank
you for the best party ever!

7P Comments
I loved the Year 7 party. The
food and disco were perfect.
The party was fun and exquisite.
The form tables were planned
out lovely and everyone had
enough to eat.
The food was plentiful and an
amazing surprise. The disco
played popular songs and I
enjoyed socialising with my
friends.
The highlight was the disco and
how enthusiastic the teachers
were joining in with us.
The games were amazing and
the food delicious. The
instructions were helpful. Thank
you for all the hard work.
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Winter Music Concert 2017
The Winter Concert on Thursday 14th December was a fantastic
celebration of the combined musical talent of students here from Years 7 to
13. This was also the first concert led by Miss Zgoda and Miss Nastou since
they started teaching here and it was incredible. The atmosphere was
wonderfully created with the dimmed lights and an animated slideshow for
each performance portraying wintery scenes.
While all the performers were great, some left the audience in awe. The
Year 7 Choir made a magical start to the evening, singing ‘White Christmas’
and ‘Believe’ from The Polar Express. They were accompanied by Alice 12D,
Lily 12G, Luna 12D and Louise 10L. It was wonderful to see so many Year 7
students singing their hearts out and in festive spirit.

Next up was May 10P who performed a solo of her ‘2017 Pop Medley’
which she had arranged herself and accompanied herself on the guitar. She
gave such an assured, polished performance and won the audience over
with her beautiful voice and guitar playing.
ISSUE NUMBER
51
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Other solo stars were Mia 7K who gave a delightful vocal and guitar rendition of ‘Silent Night’ by F.X. Gruber.
Sarah 13F delivered a professional performance of ‘Walking the Dog’ by George Gershwin on clarinet.

The first half closed with Amanda 11P directing the Gospel Choir singing ‘O Holy Night’ and ‘Joy to the
world/Jesus is the reason’, showcasing the hard work that they put in to practising their songs.
After the interval, the DGGS orchestra played some upbeat Christmas music, including the challenging
piece by Leroy Anderson ‘A Christmas Festival’. The second half featured Daya 9H on piano playing
‘Tarantella’ by Maykapar, Bella Canta directed by Mrs Booer and Milly 10H also performing Gruber’s
‘Silent Night’.
Flutti Tutti , directed by Miss Zgoda, delighted the audience with ‘Carol of the Bells’ by Mykola
Leontovych and ‘Cavatina’ by Stanley Myers and the penultimate feature of the evening was Miss
Nastou directing the contemporary choir singing ‘Colours of the Wind’ and ‘Let it Snow’.
Our final performer was a real showstopper! David 12A sang a better than amazing version of Leonard
Cohen’s soulful ‘Hallelujah’ and the audience gave him a standing ovation.
Well done to all the students who gave up their time to rehearse for weeks before the show and to
Lily and Luna for their great presenting skills. And all the students would like to say a special thank you
to the Music teachers Miss Zgoda and Miss Nastou for all their dedication and enthusiasm in producing
their first concert at DGGS.
Ocean: 12C
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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DRAMA DEPARTMENT NEWS
‘HE’S BEHIND YOU!!!’
On the last day of Term 2 a group of very brave DGGS teachers stepped
onto the main hall stage and performed in front of the whole school in the
2017 DGGS Staff Panto. There was lots of laughter, some interesting dance
moves, and forgetting of lines, which was enjoyed by both students and
staff.

KS4 AND Sixth Form THEATRE TRIP
On Wednesday 31st January our Year 12 and 13 students went to The
Lyric Theatre Hammersmith to see Frantic Assembly’s latest production of
‘Things I Know to be True’. This theatre trip acted as part of their
Component 3 written exam in which they have to write about a live
production they have seen.

BLOOD BROTHERS
A reminder that this year’s Dance and Drama
production of Blood Brothers will be performed on
Wednesday 28th and Thursday 29th March. Tickets will be
on sale after the February holiday.
ISSUE NUMBER
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Mrs S Westergaard
Curriculum Area Leader: Drama
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Toys to the Tree 2017
Every December at DGGS we hold our ‘Toys to the Tree’ event where forms collect money together to
buy gifts for the less fortunate at Christmas. Each form has the choice of who is the beneficiary and there
are a range of choices from Great Ormond Street, the Children’s Ward at Darenth Hospital, Eleanor Lions
Hospice and the popular ‘Giving Tree’ at Bluewater for foster children.
Each form group did an amazing job, collecting a great variety of gifts that ranged from Build-a-Bear
toys to board games. This reflects the school’s values of working together for the best outcomes. A big
thank you from us goes to everyone that helped to make a difference and many thank you messages
have been received from the organisations that have benefited.
Mrs Kidd
Assistant Headteacher

Dear Students of 9P
Thank you so much for your kind donation of Lego that was gratefully received here at Great Ormond
Street Hospital. We were delighted to receive it and it will certainly help to cheer up the patients on the
wards over the festive period.
On behalf of the patients, families and staff at GOSH, I would like to say a very big thank you for your
generosity. Your support is really very much appreciated.
With kindest regards

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Poetry By Heart Competition 2018
We would like to warmly congratulate Ocean (12C) and Aleena (9I) for their success in
this year's Poetry By Heart competition.
We received notification from the organisers that Aleena was awarded 'Star Reciter' in
the Key Stage 3 category, while Ocean was 'Highly Commended' within the Key Stage 4/5
category.
The theme this year was First World War Poetry.
Well done to both students!
Miss Kellett
Assistant Headteacher

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Art and Design Textiles My experience at Central St Martins
I am a Year 12 Art and Design Textiles student and in December, I
attended a one week short course at Central St Martins in Fashion Design.
Through completing this course, I was introduced to the fundamentals of
fashion design study through: research; documentation of ideas with
sketchbooks; basic fashion illustration; experimentation; development of
concepts; design presentation; portfolio preparation and advice for further
study. I chose this course, being thoroughly interested in choosing fashion
design as a degree at UAL.
The first day of the course was composed of fashion illustration, and an
introduction to the course. Our first exercise was to begin sketching a basic
line drawing of a model who stood on the table and changed position every
5 minutes. This task was then repeated another 3 times, and the timing was
gradually reduced to 30 seconds. We were not allowed to use pencil, as the
teachers wanted us to use a range of mediums such as paint, pastels, and
pen. The outcome of this task was to help our understanding of the shapes
created by the human body in order to understand how fabric used for a
garment will drape on the body.

ISSUE NUMBER
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The second day of the course was all about creating mood boards, and
planning colour schemes and ideas for clothing. We were each handed
three random ‘kick-start’ words to inspire us whilst looking though
magazines for images we might associate with these words. My words
were organic, green, and slippery- all very open to interpretation. Upon
hearing these words, I chose to go for a natural theme which would then
inspire the rest of my individual presentation.

FEBRUARY

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

13

On the third day our class visited the Tate Modern. We were given a series of questions and tasks to
complete, such as writing down an odd conversation we heard, or taking pictures of strangers who wore
intriguing clothes. However, our main overall task was to look at the artwork and find some particular
pieces which stood out to us, to use to carry through the rest of our individual themes, and ideas for a
collection. Whilst at the gallery we also had to take several photos and rubbings, and make line drawings.
The fourth day of the course was research day so we spent almost the entire day in central St Martin’s
library, sourcing images, and pictures we would photocopy and use to inspire a design collection. I was
very sceptical at first, unsure of what sort of images I should pick. In the end I chose images associated
with different elements, such as ice and water.

The final day was design, development and presentation day. The aim of the day was to gather all of
our research from the library, draw on inspirations from the Tate Modern, and create an overall collection
and presentation of ideas. I collected all my ideas and came up with designs from collected images. I used
a mix of media, including paint, crayons, pencils, and pens to create different textures.
This course was a fantastic opportunity for me to experience, giving me an insight into the world and
life of a fashion designer, through experimentation, sourcing images, and sketching. I thoroughly enjoyed
the designing element in it, having sourced colour schemes, images, and some pieces of art work which all
acted as inspiration for my various designs. I think the course was particularly useful as it is quite
independently driven, so I had a lot of freedom and liberty to take my individual project in any direction I
wanted. I would definitely recommend this course to fashion enthusiasts and those who enjoy
researching and sourcing inspiration for an artistic project.
Nicole: 12E
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Trips to Japan and China 2018
Twenty students across mixed year groups are preparing to visit Hiroshima
for a school exchange with the Hiroshima Shudo University Suzugamine Girls
High School in October 2018. While in Japan they will visit historic and cultural
sites in Tokyo, Hakone for Mt Fuji, the old capital Kyoto, and Hiroshima. They
will stay with local families arranged by Suzugamine School while in Hiroshima
as part of the exchange which will give them the opportunity to understand
the way of life of Japanese people.
To help them prepare they are learning to speak Japanese using one of our
Year 7 students who is fluent in Japanese and understands the culture – thank
you Anna! These lessons take place on Friday week B.

Mrs Duncan has set up a Google Classroom forum (Japan 2018) for students
so that they can get the latest news, updates and views about what is
happening with the trip.

ISSUE NUMBER
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There is also a trip visiting Beijing and
Shanghai in July 2018 with forty two Year
12 and 13 students. We have the flights
booked and an exciting outline itinerary
of the sights and cultural activities that
await the students.
For both trips the students are
choosing the all-important hoodies and Tshirts which seem to form such an integral part of any school trip!
Mr Barton
Teacher: Computer Science, Business Studies, Financial Studies
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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During term 3, students entered an inter-year group House competition on the theme of St
Valentine’s Day
The winning houses were;
Year 7: Hever
Year 8: Ightham
Year 9: Chartwell
Year 10: Leeds
Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13: Ightham and Penshurst
Congratulations to 7H, 8I, 9C, 10L, 12I and 12P for their winning entries
A new team of House Captains will be appointed this term and we would like to wish our candidates all
the best in the selection process.
We would also like to see many of you entering the Inter-House competitions, launched by our current
House Captains.
Mrs Kleywegt
Curriculum Team Leader: Languages

Young Enterprise Public speaking competition
On Monday 5th February Lucas Kirby took part in the Young Enterprise Public speaking competition at Medway
UTC. In spite of a rather intimidating venue, where his prepared speech was given in an open lecture theatre style
entrance hall to an audience, his speech was creditable and confident and he was a very credible runner up in the
competition. Well done and congratulations Lucas!
Mr Barton
Teacher: Computer Science, Business Studies, Financial Studies

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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A-Level Spanish trip - BFI Southbank
On Friday 19th January, Mrs MacKenzie and I accompanied our Sixth Form students
to the BFI Southbank to attend a lecture on two of the Spanish Films in the A level
syllabus. The event was entitled: In the Shadow of the Spanish Civil War: Pan’s
Labyrinth and 13 Roses, and delivered in both Spanish and English by Dr. Lidia Merás
and Professor Sarah Wright.
We have been studying the film Pan’s Labyrinth; analysing the characters, plot, and
cinematographic techniques in recent lessons, and the lecture supplemented and
supported our learning. A number of students and teachers from other schools
attended the event, and due to the interactive nature of the lecture, we were able to
benefit from the perspectives of other members of the audience.
After a morning spent covering the historical context of the two films, the various
ways this has been captured, and how the cinematographic tools have been used to
create different effects and provoke our sympathy, we were treated to an additional
screening of Pan’s Labyrinth. This helped embed the ideas of the morning discussion…
perfect preparation for the next analytical essay!
Miss Robertson
Teacher: Spanish

ISSUE NUMBER
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Pan’s Labyrinth picture drawn by Esther 13B
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Gareth Johnson MP visits DGGS
Our Government and Politics A Level students were very excited to spend time quizzing Gareth
Johnson MP at DGGS recently. Here is what he had to say about his visit:
I was delighted to be invited to meet with the Year 12 Politics students at Dartford Grammar
School for Girls for a Q&A session.
The students asked me about a variety of subjects, including Brexit and education policy and why I
chose to become an MP.
They also pursued the subject of lowering the voting age to 16 which the majority of them were
against.
I am always delighted to speak to young people and answer their questions and regularly engage
with Politics and Citizenship students across the constituency. I am also happy to sponsor official
tours of the Palace of Westminster for schools within the constituency.

Mr Valentine
Curriculum Area Leader: Government and Politics

Introducing Mrs Khela - Sixth Form Student
Support Manager
Mrs Khela is our new Sixth Form Student Support Manager, who is working with Mrs Quinn. She brings
over eight years of experience working across various educational establishments at primary, secondary and
FE level. She has a very varied educational background from Psychology and Behavioural Sciences, to IT.
She is looking forward to working in a more student facing role and is pleased to be part of such a friendly
and supportive team.
First impressions from Mrs Khela: "We have a very busy Sixth Form with high levels of student footfall
making the role very interesting and varied. Year 12 is a lovely vibrant year group with lots of interesting
characters. No day is the same!"
Mrs Khela is based in the Quiet Sixth Form Area.

Miss Kellett
Assistant Headteacher

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

17

PAGE

18

Sixth Form centre refurbishment
We are delighted with the changes that have taken place in the Sixth Form Centre
recently as we have remodelled the rooms to create distinct environments for the
benefit of all students. We are grateful to our in-house premises team who have been
putting their talents to great use and working overtime to create new facilities that will
benefit all of our Sixth Form.
First up has been the Silent Study Area which has had new larger tables installed to
create improved working conditions for students, allowing more space to undertake
concentrated study during the course of the day. Students will also come back after
the February holiday to additional computers in this area, which will be very
welcome. In addition we have created a secure dedicated space for Sixth Form
students to leave coats, thus freeing up space in their lockers.

Our largest space in the Sixth Form Area, the Collaborative Study Area, has had
individual and double sized study booths installed around the perimeter of the
room. These have already proved a popular addition to this room as it allows students
to self-manage a combination of independent and group work as necessary, giving
them the best of both worlds and an opportunity to develop their personalised
learning skills.

ISSUE NUMBER
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Finally, and no less importantly, is creating the right sort of social area for students to undertake study
but also to relax in a modern coffee shop setting. Therefore in the Café we have redesigned the catering
provision to give our students a far wider range of food and drink items, a number of which are exclusive to
the Sixth Form. And whilst we may have a high street feel to the café, the prices have remained very competitive. The room has been completely redecorated to create a fresh new feel and additionally we have
installed new dining tables and additional seating to cater for our growing numbers of students. We will
continue to introduce new café items and exciting promotions over the rest of the term and would welcome any suggestions from students about what else we can bring to this area.
As the senior students of our school, the Sixth Form students enjoy some of the best facilities that the
school has to offer and we thank them for treating the environment with respect.
Mr Drake
Business Manager

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Sports News
Monday 8th January 2018
Netball U14s
Opposition - Bromley High
Results -

DGGS A Team lost 18-3
DGGS B Team lost 22-5
Wednesday 17th January 2018
Netball U13s
Opposition - Chislehurst and Sidcup
Results DGGS A Team lost 12-2
DGGS B Team won 8-3

Thursday 25th January 2018
Sixth Form Basketball
Opposition - Beths Grammar
Results Lost 31—21

Monday 5th February 2018
Kent School Games Indoor Athletics Finals
Opposition - Various at Medway Park
Results Year 7s - 1st of 14
Year 8s - 8th out of 14
Tuesday 6th February 2018
Cobham Hall Swimming Gala
ISSUE NUMBER
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Opposition - Cobham Hall
Results DGGS came second by 4 points
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Upcoming Events
Monday 19th February

Year 10 Drama students - Punchdrunk
theatre workshop

Friday 22nd February

Year 10 Drama students - Punchdrunk
theatre workshop

Wednesday 27th February

GCSE PE conference

Wednesday 28th February

Year 12 “Chemistry in Action” trip

Wednesday 28th February

Year 11 Drama trip “Everyone’s talking
about Jamie”

Thursday 1st March

World Book Day

Friday 2nd March

Grade sheets issued home - Year 11 and 13

Thursday 8th March

Year 12 and 13 Parents’ Consultation
Evening

Friday 9th March

FPTA “Mother’s Day” Pamper Evening

Friday 9th March

Year 7-9 Poetry Slam

Tuesday 13th March

Year 10 and 11 (selected students) “Lord of
the Flies” theatre trip

Thursday 15th March

Year 12 and 13 A Level students “Jekyll and
Hyde” theatre trip
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