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Dear parents/carers
As we come to the end of the calendar
year, it provides us with the opportunity to
reflect on the many successes of our
students. We started the academic year
celebrating superb GCSE and A level results,
followed by our Prize Giving Evening to
recognise the achievements of students
throughout the school. Students in all year
groups have continued with their very
positive start to 2017-2018; we
have been impressed with their
mature and dedicated attitude
to their studies and excellent
attendance and punctuality.
New students in Years 7 and 12
have settled in very well and
have proved that they can rise
to our very high expectations
and standards. Following the
highest ever numbers of prospective Year 7
students and their parents attending the
main school Open Evening and Open
Morning at the very end of Term 1, on 23rd
November we also welcomed recordbreaking numbers of prospective Year 12
students to our Sixth Form Open Evening,
which is testament to the outstanding post16 provision offered by the school.
In this newsletter you will find details of
some of the many activities, trips and visits
students have experienced in Term 2. In
addition, on Wednesday 6th December we
were delighted to welcome over 50 school
leaders from across the south-east, to our
Teaching and Learning Conference.
Delegates heard about our DGGS "Thinking
Hard" approach to teaching and our
comprehensive programme for staff
professional development. We were very
proud to share the school's successes with
our visitors.
As we approach the Christmas holidays,
it has been a very busy few weeks for the
school community. Our Christmas festivities
have included the Toys for the Tree

assemblies to collect gifts for various
charities chosen by the students
themselves, a new, highly inventive Advent
Calendar House competition, the Year 7
Christmas party, the Year 7 performance of
a Christmas Carol, a traditional Christmas
lunch for students and staff, our fantastic
Winter Concert and the Sixth Form
Commendation Assembly. On the very last
day of term, we enjoyed the Christmas
Carol Service at Christ Church,
Form Group Christmas parties,
Celebration Assemblies for Years 7
-11 with awards, certificates and
student performances before
ending with our staff pantomime
(accompanied by much audience
participation!). An excellent way to
celebrate the end of the calendar
year!
As with all aspects of school life, we are
always keen to hear parents’/carers’
feedback; if you have any comments or
suggestions please email
school@dartfordgrammargirls.kent.sch.uk.
The Headteacher Parent Surgeries for
Term 3 are on Wednesday 24th January
4:00pm – 6:00pm and Thursday 8th
February 4:00-6:00pm. If you would like to
make an appointment to talk to me at my
Parent Surgeries, please contact my PA, Ms
Lorraine Dance on extension 237 or by
email
LAD@dartfordgrammargirls.kent.sch.uk. I
would also encourage parents to contact
your daughter’s/son’s form tutor, subject
teacher or Head of Year to discuss any
concerns or queries.
I hope that all our families have a very
happy Christmas and peaceful New Year.
We look forward to welcoming back all
students at the usual time on Thursday 4th
January 2018.
Sharon Pritchard
Headteacher
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Governor News
The Governing Body have met
twice so far in this academic year
when amongst other items the
external examination results were
reviewed in detail, progress against
the School Development Plan has
been reviewed, as well as tracking
student attendance and a review of
many policies and procedures as Trust
wide policies.
The numbers of families attending
both the prospective Year 7 and
prospective Sixth Form Open evenings
this year were the highest ever and
many favourable comments were
made about the school, the staff and
the students. The students who act as
guides for these evenings are
marvellous ambassadors for the
school and many very positive
comments about the guides and other
students involved on both evenings
were made as visitors left the school.
On behalf of the Governors I would
like to thank all of those students who
volunteered their time for both
evenings, your contribution and
enthusiasm is very much appreciated,
I would also like to thank their parents

for agreeing to their participation.
This is always a busy, exciting and
enjoyable time of year for the school
with the students and staff involved in
so many activities and celebrations,
the weeks seem to pass very quickly.
The Winter Concert took place this
term, unfortunately I was unable to
be there due to a prior commitment
but I understand that the evening was
very successful and a credit to all of
the students who played a part in the
evening. Congratulations also to Miss
Zgoda and her team on this very
successful evening.
On behalf of the Governors, I
would like to take this opportunity to
wish all students and their families
and our staff a very Happy Christmas
and a Healthy, Happy New Year.
I do hope that you all have a relaxing
and enjoyable holiday and time with
your families.
Janice Brooke
Chair of Governors

DGGS Remembrance Day Poppy
Memorial
Students, support staff and teachers came together to create the first DGGS
th
Remembrance Day memorial which was unveiled to the school on Friday 10
November. The installation situated in front of the school pond consists of almost
two hundred ceramic poppies which were cut, shaped and glazed by hand during
lunch time and after school sessions throughout October and early November. The
site team also helped out by cutting and shaping each metal rod, which were then
bolted to each poppy with the help of student volunteers and installed into the
ground ready for Remembrance Day. The installation will be displayed until
2018 when we then hope to sell the poppies to help raise money for The Royal
British Legion charity. Mrs Field wishes to thank everyone who took part in this
collaborative artwork which pays homage to those who lost their lives in WW1.
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Year 10 RS trip to Christ Church
During our RS lesson on the first day
back after half term, Year 10 RS students
took the short walk over to Christ Church
to build on our understanding of the
topic we are currently studying,
‘Christian Practices’. It was a different
experience than many of us were
expecting as the design and feel of the
church is very modern. There is
technology such as screens that are used
during services but also the key features
of a Christian place of worship like the
font. We had a brief talk about the
history of the church and then spent time
exploring it for ourselves, looking at how
the features of the building reflected key
Christian concepts that we have studied.
The design of Christ Church is quite
unusual and we discovered that is

because it is based on an Italian Church,
something that makes for a very peaceful
environment. The final part of the trip
was a discussion based on any questions
we wanted to ask the youth leader,
Lynne. We discussed a wide range of
things such as the practicalities of what
to wear for a baptism to Lynne’s own
experiences of God. She was willing to
answer any questions we had, no matter
how big or small, which made for a really
interesting session. Overall the afternoon
was one that I think I will refer back to
regularly within my RS work as I learnt a
lot.

Shan 10K

DRAMA DEPARTMENT
BLOOD BROTHERS AUDITIONS
Dance and Drama had a record breaking 180 students
audition for this year’s Dance and Drama Whole School
production of ‘Blood Brothers’. This made our job of casting,
incredibly difficult as we could only have a cast of 80. Thank
you to all who auditioned. We were, once again, amazed and
inspired by the talent we have here at DGGS.

KS4 AND KS5 THEATRE TRIP
On Thursday 9th November 30 Year 11, 12 and 13 students travelled to The
National Theatre in London to see a production of ‘Saint George and the Dragon’.
This theatre trip acted as part of their Component 3
written exam in which they have to write about a live
production seen.
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We then created a powerpoint folder
expressing our idea. This was my favourite part of
the project because when all of our idea had
come together into these formats it looked like a
real project, which was very exciting.
We worked very well as a team as we are all
hard-working and we are also friends so we could
share ideas better. We gave lots of constructive
criticism which greatly helped our product to
develop throughout the term. We could have
added more information about advertising,
manufacturing and sales because that would
have helped to get our product across to the
judges (Mrs Maritz and Mrs Pritchard). We were
good at presenting sustainability, initial ideas and
questionnaires.
Overall it
was a very
exciting
project and
I am
extremely
happy that
I got to
participate
in the
Design
Ventura
project.
Also,
watching other people’s presentations was a
huge learning development as we got to see how
other people created and developed their project
step by step. Seeing these also helped us to see
how to get the higher marks in this project. It
helped me understand what we had to include
that we missed out. These weren’t huge things
but would really help with our presentation. In
conclusion, I thoroughly enjoyed myself during
this project.

My group consisted of Lottie 9H, Akshita 9C,
Timielin 9C and Nia 9C. I loved the process of the
Design Ventura challenge. Throughout this term
we have been working on our Design Ventura
project, we have been creating and designing a
product to help our target audience with their
everyday life. We got to choose our target
audience; we were able to do this easily because
we wanted to be able to relate to our target
audience which would help with our designing
process. Therefore we chose to do young people
and students. First we worked by ourselves to get
some initial ideas and also some research on the
materials we would be using. Later we got into
groups to share
our ideas with
the other team
members.
We then chose
two of our initials
that we were
going to expand
and develop. This
was a hard
decision and this
was our first
rough patch that
we had to
overcome. We shared our ideas in the group to
get the best possible product that we could. To
develop our product further we did more
research into the materials we were using as well
as existing products similar to ours. To make sure
that our project stood out from these we made
questionnaires to ask our target audience. To
make sure that we got lots of different opinions
we asked people of different ages and interests.
After this we adapted our product: our final
product was a cardboard desk tidy creation which
we named The Stabboid.
Lottie 9H

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Philanthropic Update
Remembrance Day
This year the philanthropic team sold poppies from the 30 th October to the
10th November in order to raise money for the British Legion. Money
donated goes towards providing support and care to ex-service men and
women. The whole school attended an Armistice Day assembly to help us
remember those who have fallen and why we wear a poppy. We would like
to thank everyone for their generosity.

Harvest Festival
At the end of Term 1, the Philanthropic Team organised the Harvest
Festival at school which involved assemblies, a harvest box design
competition and every school member being able to contribute by bringing
non perishable food items from home.
Our chosen charity was the local food bank in Dartford. We chose this
charity as it not only benefits the elderly but also all age groups and
backgrounds who are in need of our support. Such an inclusive charity
benefits the majority which we felt was vital.
Thanks to every form we were able to donate an incredible amount of
food which was highly by appreciated by us, the philanthropic team, and all
those in need who you have aided by providing necessities that we take for
granted.
Once again this year we were amazed by the standard of boxes we
received and the selection of boxes show how creative they were. A great
deal of time and effort goes into these. Judging the competition is never
easy but the proud winners of every year were 7H, 8I, 9C, 10H, 11K, 12L and
13P. Each form group has earned points towards their House point totals
for the year.
We would like to say a massive well done to everyone who contributed
to this year’s Harvest Festival and we hope this tradition will carry on for
years to come.
Cerys 12F, Molly 12G and Heather 12D: Philanthropic Representatives
Photos of some of the winning entries
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Poetry club
On Thursday 9th November, we were honoured to have a visit from
published poet and entrepreneur Neeraj, the father of Ishaana 7H. He made
time in his busy schedule to come and talk to Poetry Club members about his
writing and his successful online publishing career and to encourage them in
their writing. He shared several poems and listened
to the latest poems that some of our students had
written. Ishaana is very proud of her dad and has
even co-written a poem with him, which is shown
below. What an inspiration!
Mrs MacKenzie
Teaching Assistant: English

Freedom
I set out on a journey
To discover what freedom was
whether it is just a word
Or had some reason or cause
I always thought freedom meant
A place without any systems
A place where there were no restrictions
Where you did not have to fight
To speak out your mind
Nothing would be black or white
No law would ever bind
But more I travelled
More did I realise
It is the systems around us
Which ensure our freedom without bias
Till now we have not evolved enough
To be self disciplined
The day we do
We would not need to be told
Till then we should respect what we behold
Ishaana 7H and her father
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DUAL LANGUAGE POETRY COMPETITION
Consider the two stone chairs that make up the ‘Hafez-Goethe Monument‘ in Weimar, Germany and write a poetic
response. In the under 18s category, one piece in English and one in German will be picked. The two prize-winners will
win £250 each, plus workshops and performance opportunities. Judges include Ian McMillan and two up-and-coming
Muslim poets, Momtaza Mehri and Hannan Issa.
nd

Deadline 2

March 2018

Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award
Congratulations to our talented poet Eliza 13F whose
poem The Heart is a Lonely Hunter was among the 100
chosen from thousands of other poems by Sinéad Morrissey
and Kayo Chingonyi, this year’s judges of the Foyle Young
Poets of the Year Award. It will be published online next year.
Eliza’s success is due in part to her mature approach to the
craft of poetry writing which she has worked on
independently for several years now and winning this award is
a marvellous achievement.
This year’s competition attracted over 11,000 poems from
more than 6,000 poets from across the UK and around the
world. Writers from 89 different countries, including
Azerbaijan, Myanmar, Syria and Zimbabwe, entered their
poems.
The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award, organised by
The Poetry Society and generously supported by The Foyle
Foundation, is an opportunity for any young poet aged 11-17
to accelerate their writing career. Since it was founded in
1998, the award has kick-started the career of some of
today’s most exciting new voices, such as Helen Mort, a
successful poet whose first collection was recently published
by Chatto & Windus. It is one of the largest literary
competitions in the world and is a defining award for young
poets around the world.
Each year 100 winners (85 Commendations and 15 Overall
Winners) are selected by a team of high profile judges, and
are presented with their awards at the London Literature
Festival. They also receive a year’s youth membership of The
Poetry Society and a goody bag full of books donated by the
society’s generous sponsors.
On Tuesday 17th October, Eliza attended this year’s award
ceremony at the South Bank and said: “Winning this award
has given me the confidence to take my craft seriously,
encouraging me to create my own poetry anthology in the
near future.”
Thanks to funding from the Foyle Foundation, the

competition remains completely free to enter and offers a
wide range of prizes, opportunities and resources.
Overall Winners will have their poems published in the annual
Foyle Anthology, 24,000 of which are distributed to poets,
teachers, students, libraries, schools and arts organisations
across the UK.
Additionally, winners attend a week-long intensive
residential Arvon course where they develop their creative
writing skills alongside fellow poets or benefit from poetry
residencies at their school, followed by distance mentoring.
These winners are among the most promising young
literary talent in the UK, and the ceremony is the first step in
an ongoing process of developing this potential; many former
winners have gone on to publish work with major publishing
houses such as Faber & Faber and Carcanet, and are
supported through a number of initiatives,helping them to
establish themselves in the literary and publishing world, such
as internships, editorial
opportunities and
showcasing events.
We will certainly be
following Eliza’s career
as a poet with great
interest and wish her
every success with her
planned anthology. Once
her winning poem is
published online, we will
be able to reproduce it
here for everyone to
read and be inspired by.
Well done, Eliza!

Mrs MacKenzie
English: Teaching
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Of poets and poppies
Congratulations to Aleena 9I and Ocean 12C who won the KS3 and KS4/5
categories respectively in this year’s Poetry by Heart competition which
commemorated the outbreak of World War One. Both students will now go
on to represent the school in the next stage of the competition, submitting a
video of their excellent performances.
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Aleena recited The Cenotaph (1919) by Charlotte Mew while Ocean
performed Channel Firing (1914) by Thomas Hardy. Mew’s poem celebrates
the qualities of the men who died in World War One and the sacrifices they
made. She talks of ‘wonderful youth’ and their ‘wild sweet blood’. The
bereaved are left ‘desolate’ and broken hearted. The way in which the base
of the cenotaph was spontaneously covered in wreaths during the 1919
remembrance service is captured when Mew writes of laying down ‘Violets,
roses and laurel’ at the foot of the cenotaph.
Hardy presents the futility of war through the gruesome use of a dead
body as narrator. The noise of the ‘great guns’ has literally woken the dead.
However, the voice of God tells the dead to resume their rest. He says ‘the
world is as it used to be’, implying human nature is such that war will always
happen. He declares mankind to be ‘mad as hatters’ who do nothing for
‘Christes sake’, the archaic spelling emphasizing that man’s essential nature
is unchanging.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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For the first time, Poetry by Heart was open to Years 7-13 and an encouraging number of younger
students signed up to take part. It is hugely rewarding to see them all progress from a simple reading of
their chosen poem to a memorable and moving
performance in front of an audience.
Special thanks to Sarah Westergaard, Suzanne
Crawley, Dee Mistry, Sue Yarrow, Rob Sheehy, Shannon
12E and Eliza 13F for giving up their evening to compere,
judge and score the competitors. And to Polina 10L and
Loma 8K for serving refreshments. It was also lovely to
Thursday 30th November
see all the parents/carers, friends and family who came
2017
along to support the students who devoted time and
WW1 Poetry Recitation
energy to learning poetry by heart.
Competition
Mrs MacKenzie
Teaching Assistant: English

Term 2 House system update
It has been a busy term 2 for everyone with regards to House competitions. We launched our
Christmas card and Christmas Advent calendar House competitions.
We also had the Geography inter-House quiz organised by our Geography Prefects Hannah 12A,
Lydia 12C, Alicia 12F and Jessica 12G and the Year 12 Basketball House competition organised by one
of our Sports Prefects, John 12B.
I am pleased to announce the winner of the Christmas card competition:
First place:
Katie 9I for Ightham

Runners up:

Moyra 10H, Kaeto 8H for Hever
Evania 9L, Zara 7L for Leeds
Ailsa 8P, Tilly 8P

Please see page 23 for photos of the runners up entries

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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The winners of our Advent calendar competition are as follows:
First place: 9L

Second place: 7K

Third place: 8L and 9H
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House point totals
7C
7H

1220

7I

890

7K

980

7L
7P

1160

8C

900

8H

1070

8I

720

8K

310

8L
8P

750

1290

9C

590

10C

350

9H

889

10H

250

9I

591

10I

480

9K

716

10K

260

9L
9P

560

638

334

10L
10P

11C

370

12C

89

11H

711

12H

89

11I

471

12I

89

11K

479

12K

75

11L
11P

290

12L
12P

75

13C

52

13H
13I

52
52

13K

52

13L
13P

52

1010

328

350

482

75

52

Our grand totals for the end of Term 2, including House point totals and House points awarded for each
competition which have taken place so far this year is as follows:
First place: Hever, 4687 House points
Second place: Leeds, 4307 House points
Third place: Chartwell, 3827 House points
Fourth place: Ightham, 3719 House points
Fifth place: Penshurst, 3223 House points
Sixth place: Knole, 3174 House points

CHARTWELL
HEVER
IGHTHAM
KNOLE
LEEDS
PENSHURST

3827
4687
3719
3174
4307
3223

Well done to everyone involved.
Mrs Kleywegt
Leader: House system

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Knole
Knole House has had a great start to the school year, with 11K winning
the Harvest box competition for their year. Paulo from 7K also won the
summer transition work competition, which was to design a poster for
Knole. Term 2’s House competition was to design an advent calendar, and I
am so pleased with all of your entries! All forms designed an exceptional
calendar, so I wish you all the best of luck in the competition. Well done!
Irina 13C
Knole House Captain

Leeds
Term 2 has been great for Leeds. Huge well done to everyone for
getting involved in the harvest boxes and congratulations to 12L for
your win! Also amazing results on your part for the basketball and geography quiz! First place in basketball and second in the quiz. Go Leeds!
Shannon 13D
Leeds House Captain

Ightham
This term has been very busy with lots of competitions.
Congratulations to every member of Ightham who has participated in
the competitions. Firstly, congratulations to 8I for being awarded first
place in the Harvest Box competition. Also thank you to everyone who
has put food into the harvest box. We came 3rd in the inter-house
geography quiz, so congratulations to everyone who participated in the
quiz, I hope it was fun for you. Also Year 12 members of Ightham came
4th in the basketball competition. Thank you to everyone who has
participated or earned house points. I look forward to another term
filled with new competitions.

ISSUE NUMBER
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Ightham House Captain
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Chartwell
During this term a lot of House competitions have taken place. For example the
Harvest Box competition; all forms were asked to design and create a Harvest Box and fill
it with various items to donate to those less fortunate. 9C was one of the many boxes
that won. A Year 12 inter-house basketball competition also took place during this term
and Chartwell came second. Another inter-house competition that took place was the
Geography quiz. Chartwell came joint fifth place alongside Penshurst. The most recent
house competition was for all forms to create an advent calendar in which 8C came
fourth. Thank you to everyone who participated and well done to those who won!
Samiha 13E
Chartwell House Captain

Penshurst
During the first term of this year Penshurst has been focusing on improving house points and
getting involved in the numerous charity events that have been occurring. We have also had an
assembly about our charity, Starlight, which we are excited to raise money for in the near future.
Our achievements this term include: winning the 2016-17 Sports Trophy, many excellent
submissions for the House competitions e.g. the posters and advent calendars and winning the
harvest box competition with the Year 13 entry. We hope to continue to have a successful
academic year.
Alice 13B
Penshurst House Captain

Hever
Term 1 and term 2 have been very successful terms for Hever House due to the constant participation from all forms in the House competitions. The most recent one of
which was an advent calendar in which 8H came 4th and 9H came 3rd due to their original
and creative designs. Not only that but Hever were amazing in donating for the harvest
boxes, which shows how kind all our students are. I hope this participation and success
continues after Christmas in the New Year.
Abigail 13F
Hever House Captain

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Music Educational Visit to ‘Classical
Spectacular’
On the 17th November 2017, we
went to see ‘Classical Spectacular’ at
the Royal Albert Hall. Before the
concert, we had a meal near Victoria
Station and then caught the tube to
South Kensington and walked to the
venue.
At the Albert Hall we were seated in
the choir stalls, this position gave us an
excellent view of the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra, choir,
conductor and dancers. The first piece
was ‘Sunrise’ which was composed by
R.Strauss. It was the perfect piece to
open the concert. The sound filled the
room. Within the first part of the
concert, Puccini’s piece ‘O soave
fanciulla’ showcased two famous
opera singers named Sky Ingram and
Mare Hellerd demonstrating a large
vocal range and enough vibrato to
break a glass!
During the interval, I purchased a
divine chocolate chip ice cream,
relishing all parts of the concert
experience. In the second half, I heard

my favourite piece ‘the Dying Swan’ by
Saint-Saens. Whilst the orchestra
played the music beautifully, the ballet
dance Begona Cao (from London’s
Royal Ballet School) performed an
impressive and delicate dance that
encapsulated the movement of a
swan.
The finale summed up the
spectacular evening with Tchaikovsky’s
‘1812 Overture’. Illuminating
fireworks, fortissimo cannons and
balloons were set off to add to the
atmosphere whilst everybody
patriotically waved their Union Jack
flags.
I thoroughly enjoyed the ‘Classical
Spectacular’ evening and discussed it
on the train all the way home. This trip
has enriched my A-level experience,
observing talented musicians and
showmanship which I hope to
translate in my performance recital
next year.
Alice (flautist) 12D
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Year 7 and 8 Effort Celebration
Fourteen excited Year 7 and 8 students received their invitations for a 'Special Surprise' earlier
this term and arrived at SS1 at the requested time, wondering what the surprise could be.
Mrs Fitzgerald, Miss Robertson and Miss Kellett had decorated a long table in SS1 with golden
stars and gold plates and Freddo chocolates. Two enormous cakes were brought along and the
group was congratulated on having the highest average effort grades in their Year Groups.
Well done to all the students, pictured below. (Eve 7H, Megan 7C, Ava 7I, Zahra 7H, Freya 7L,
Tallula 7L, Sabrina 8P, Liberty 8C, Olivia 8P, Shenel 8C, Molly 8C, Freya 8K, Kira 8L, Rebecca 8P)
Ms Kellett
Assistant Headteacher

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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My Experience in Design and
Technology
When I first came into the
workshop I was mainly excited but
also a little overwhelmed by all the
machines. I think the first thing we
learnt was all about the plastic we
were going to be using which was
acrylic and also about the different
files and filing techniques (draw filing
and cross filing). We made Travel
Games using different materials such
as MDF wood, Jelutong and Acrylic.
Also some tools we used are steel
rules, try squares, screwdrivers, tenon
saws and different types of files. What
surprised me was the fact that the
procedure was quite simple. Some
skills I have developed are
independence skills and my skills using
different machinery. Right now we are
making a photo frame and for this
have so far been practising skills we
have already learnt (filing and
smoothening the edges of the acrylic).
We have learnt that health and safety
in DT is very important- when
handling machines we had to wear
safety helmets and goggles. During
any practical we would wear our lab
coats and make sure our hair was tied
back, this was to make sure our hair
or uniform did not get caught in any
machines. Our stools were to be

tucked under the desk so as not to
cause a tripping hazard.
On the day we finished our
products, we were ready for our grand
reveal. Mrs Pritchard was invited as
our special guest and she began the
countdown. Everybody was really
excited and you could tell that no one
could wait any longer. After Mrs
Pritchard said the number 1, everyone
tore off the plastic protective layer on
the acrylic and smiles were
everywhere. We took turns playing
with each other’s travel games and we
had a very good time doing this. Later,
we took some photos of everyone
together with our travel games. It had
been great making them and they
turned out better than we had
expected.
I have enjoyed DT a LOT and it has
been one of my favourite lessons. Mrs
Maritz has been a very helpful and
kind teacher, managing always to
make our lessons delightful. I would
tell other Year 7 students that there is
nothing to be afraid of and that they
are guaranteed to have lots and lots
of fun.
Mariha 7K

ISSUE NUMBER
50
DECEMBER

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

SENIOR MATHS CHALLENGE 2017/2018
RESULTS
The Senior Maths Challenge is a national competition whose aim is to stimulate mathematical problem
solving. It is designed for students in year 13 or below.
The top-scoring 60% of participants are awarded Bronze, Silver or Gold in the ratio 3:2:1.
We would like to congratulate the following students on their success:

YEAR 1
Laura 13F:
Silver, Best in School
Martha 13A: Silver
Fayoos 13E: Silver

YEAR 12
Zarina 12B:

Bronze

Mrs Hall:
Curriculum Area Leader: KS5 Mathematics

Head Student Team update
This term, the Head Student Team have been able to participate in many different events
across the school and have enjoyed aiding teachers and students with these activities. The Sixth
Form Open Evening was a huge success with it being a great opportunity for both current and
prospective students to see what DGGS can offer post-16. As a team, we thoroughly enjoyed
talking to students, whether that was about specific subject questions, or extra-curricular
activities and opportunities over the two years and we hope the evening was useful for new
students thinking about joining our school.
The Year 7 Christmas party was another event that we had the opportunity to get involved with
whereby we enjoyed playing party games and getting into the festive spirit. It was a chance for us
to meet some new pupils and work together as a team to help with an exciting party for Year 7
students here. After our assembly on Respect last term, we are now looking at new ways of
implementing next term's School Value of Resilience, and are aiming to start a badge rewards
scheme for students who have particularly stood out over the upcoming weeks. The House
Captains have also been presenting the work of the winners of different House competitions we
have had on their boards and we’re sure the new term will bring many more achievements that
the Head Student Team can get involved with celebrating.
Miss Kellett: Assistant Headteacher / Head Student Team
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Year 10 Fine Art trip to the
Tate Britain
On Tuesday 21st November 2017 our Year 10 Fine Art students visited the Tate
Britain Gallery to learn from the masters and develop their contextual understanding.
They visited the critically acclaimed ‘EY Exhibition; Impressionists in London’ and also
viewed a wide range of artworks from the general collections in order to form ideas
for their projects and better understand the process in which artists work.
Here are a few student insights from their visit:
In the Tate Britain, there were so many different pieces by artists such as:
Claude Monet, James Tissot and Henri Fantin-Latour. Their main theme was
landscapes, scenes or moments caught in time and they were always incredibly
life-like and from a distance, which was the view point that the artists intended.
However, one that stuck out for me was a selfportrait by Jean-Baptiste Carpeaux as it was less
precise and done close up creating a more personal
feel. It was emotive and intriguing as it was darker
than all the rest I had seen so far. It was the perfect
balance of detail and lack of it. Carpeaux looked at
people for inspiration rather than just painting
what he could see which made him stand out. This
is most probably because he often went to London
Museums and drew inspiration from the old
masters.
Jessica-Mary 10P
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For me, one piece at the Tate really stood out amongst the others. It didn't have
fancy techniques of painting, nor any immediately obvious inspirations. Titled
‘Echoes’, it was a series of tubes in a yellow room connecting sculptures and
pumping various liquids around including artificial breast milk, alligator blood,
hippopotamus milk, cobra venom, black mamba venom and fluids containing the
hormones rapamycin and resvetarol. Marguerite Humeau intended this piece to be
a confrontation between life and death, hence the obvious use of the venom, which
nearly matches the walls in colour and gives a reminder of nature's lethal
capabilities.
However, slightly less obvious are the reasons behind the presence of alligator
blood and hippopotamus milk in her work.
Through her scientific research, Humeau discovered that hippopotamus milk
contains natural antibiotics and alligator blood is resistant to many viruses,
including HIV, which led to scientists nicknaming it Muhammad Ali.
Following on from this religious connection, the sculptures in this room resemble
hieroglyphs and are inspired by ancient Egyptian goddesses and sacred animals,
taking their names from Wadjet, represented as a cobra, and Tawaret, the protector
of fertility and who is often shown as a woman with a hippopotamus head and a
crocodile tail.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Linking to this ancient Egyptian theme, the eerie soundtrack is the voice of Queen Cleopatra, synthetically
produced by a number of historians, surgeons and
translators. The mysterious voice sings a love song in eight
extinct languages: Ge'ez, Median, Ancient Greek, Arabic,
Egyptian, Aramaic, Ancient Hebrew and Troglodyte.
Overall, Humeau explores a desire for immortality in
modern life through a combination of scientific research and
'super fluids' and where science has gaps in knowledge, she
bridges the gap with mythology and religion in a somewhat
eerie blending of fact and fiction’.

Magenta 10P

My favourite part of the Tate Britain trip was the EY exhibition. It was a collection of Art made
by French artists (such as Monet, Tissot and Pissarro) who fled to England because of the FrancoPrussian War in 1870. I learnt a lot about artists that I have studied and will be studying later on
in the GCSE course.
Sketching directly from the artwork was undoubtedly more valuable and I'm glad to have
visited the works of art and seen them in a frame in front of me, not on a computer screen. I
managed to get some decent sketches and useful practice whilst in the gallery.
During the short walk from the gallery to the coach, I realised that I was walking where the
Impressionists had painted, and I was looking at the very same River Thames that they had
managed to capture so beautifully in their paintings (although the skyline that I saw was a lot
more modern than the one that featured in the work from then). Just being in London, seeing the
reflection of warm city lights dabbed upon the ripples of the River Thames and the red points
scattered about the night sky of the capital made me want to paint something, I felt so inspired
after soaking up the vast collage of work the Tate Britain has to offer.
I think that the trip was really beneficial to my understanding of Impressionism and
appreciation of art in general. I'm very grateful to have had the chance to go.
Moyra 10H
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Year 12 Fine Art trip to the
Tate Britain
As sculpture often seems to be overlooked in what we perceive as ‘art’,
visiting the Rachel Whiteread exhibition at the Tate Britain inspired my
creativity and challenged me to be experimental with my choice of
materials. Watching videos in class prior to the trip developed my
understanding of a new technique (casting) as well as the meaning behind
the art. Due to this, viewing the art in person felt more significant and
meaningful.
Whiteread often focuses on the negative space inside an object, looking
at how to make the overlooked so obvious that it is impossible to ignore.
As well as her most famous piece ‘House’ where she cast the inside of a
vVctorian house, she also casts the inside space of redundant objects such
as mattresses, baths and hot water bottles. The bleak colour scheme of the
materials she casts can often be perceived as linking to death causing the
sculptures to look like the resurrected corpse of the previous object.
However, many pieces are in fact about life and making something of
significance last forever.
Willow 12F
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Overwhelming number of entries for the Christmas Card
competition
The Art Department were delighted to receive so many high quality entries this year and were so impressed
with the response. We would like to thank every student who entered for the effort you put in. We shortlisted
seven students and the following girls will receive Highly Commended certificates in the end of term celebration
assembly: Moyra 10H, Evania 9L, Ailsa 8P, Kaeto 8H, Tilly 8P and Zara 7L.
We are proud to announce that the winner of this year’s competition, whose work has been selected for the
school Christmas Card design, is Katie 9I.
I’m sure you will agree with the high quality of these shortlisted designs and the winning entry. Well done
everyone!

Ailsa 8P
Moyra 10H

Evania 9L

Zara 7L

Tilly 8P
Kaeto 8H

The winning entry Katie 9I

Mrs Oliver
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Art and Design
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John Downton Awards 2017
This year the Art Department were proud to have 3 pieces of our
students’ work selected for the John Downton Awards. These students
were Jessica 12G and two past Year 13s Jennifer and Rinko. It was an
absolute pleasure to see these pieces of work on display in the County Hall
at Maidstone this last month.

Jessica 12G and her art work
We are extremely delighted to receive the news that Rinko’s painting
titled ‘Becca’ won the People’s Choice Award, being voted by the public as
their favourite artwork on display. As a result of winning this prize,
Rinko’s painting will be hung at the Turner Contemporary in Margate from
December 13th to January 21st 2018, which is a tremendous achievement
for any artist. I was particularly impressed to see Rinko’s artwork had
been selected as the publicity material for the exhibition.

Rinko’s artwork

Any students from Year 7 to Year 13 are welcome to apply for this
competition next year: see Mrs Oliver or your Art teacher for more details.
Congratulations to our selected students!
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Globe Player’s visit - A Christmas Carol
This term Year 7 students concluded their study of ‘A Christmas Carol’ with a live performance by
The Globe Players. Students enjoyed seeing the character of Scrooge dramatized and had the
opportunity of asking the actors questions about the novel.
Students had the following to say about the event:
‘I liked this performance because although there were only four actors they all portrayed the characters
really well.’ Anna 7I
‘I really enjoyed the performance because they played the characters really well and showed every
aspect of each character’s personality. I liked how they were able to change from character to character
– personality to personality – really quickly. The novel was well adapted to the stage and I was able to
recognise key lines from the book.’ Sophie 7I
‘What I liked most about the performance was how the actors managed to perform the whole text in
just one hour and managed to make it very descriptive and understandable.’ Alicia 7I
‘In the ‘A Christmas Carol’ performance, I liked how they adapted the novel to make it funnier. I think it
made it easier to understand’ Kaitlin 7I
‘I liked the way the actors brought the characters to life through their use of voice and their costumes.’
Ria 7I

Mrs Sidhu
Curriculum Area Leader: Key Stage 3 English
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Thinking Hard Conference
Over the last year we have been showcasing our unique impactful
approach to teaching and learning through PiXL Club, an organisation
comprising of over 1500 secondary schools. This has given us the opportunity
to present to senior leaders at national conferences and heads of department
at subject conferences.
On Wednesday 6th December, we welcomed 50 senior leaders from more
than 40 schools to our first ‘Thinking Hard’ Regional Conference at Dartford
Grammar School for Girls. Our guests travelled from across the South East
region to be with us and find out about our approach to teaching and
learning.
During the Conference we shared some of the distinctive approaches to
classroom teaching that our teachers have developed over the past few
years. In particular, we spoke about ways to provide high levels of challenge
for very able students. We also shared our programme of professional
development for teachers. As a staff team we have greatly enjoyed taking on
new ‘teaching habits’, sharing ideas and discussing some of the latest
research about what really works in the classroom. It was a real pleasure to
share these approaches with colleagues from all over the South East.
As usual, our students were excellent ambassadors for the school throughout
the day.
We plan to hold our next ‘Thinking Hard’ Conference before the end of
the summer term.
Mr Hardwick: Deputy Headteacher
Mr Jones:
Deputy Headteacher
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Art & Design Textile request
I would like to thank everyone who has supported the Art & Design Textiles department by
sending in a variety of useful materials. These are welcome at any time of the year and are
greatly appreciated by the students, whose work benefits from having a wide choice of colours
and textures. We are able to make good use of:



Plain light coloured sheets, curtain linings etc. for dyeing
Fabrics/curtains etc. of any kind (organza, satins, metallic, reflective etc. are especially
appreciated)

Knitting yarns and threads, string and wool tops for felting

Leather, plastic sheeting, netting

Tyvek (either craft or builders’), Bondaweb, Vilene, dissolving film

Ribbons, bindings, tapes etc.

Beads, sequins, feathers and buttons

Knitting needles and crochet hooks

Pins, needles, scissors and sewing accessories

Wire

Dyes and fabric paints

Liquid latex

Tools, especially pliers

Embroidery hoops

Tailors’ dummies or shop display dummies, heads etc.

Good quality papers
If you have any of these or other related items to spare, please ask your daughter or son to
bring them to the textiles room, X8, or in the case of heavy items to speak to Mrs Bartley (Arts
Technician) or me.

Mrs Evans-Wild: Curriculum Team Leader: Arts and Technology

Season’s Greetings from the FPTA
Can’t believe it is this time of year again! Where has the time gone?
We have had a full year where we have managed to support school events with our
loyal helpers, and we have raised nearly £5,000 – which includes match funding and
donations totalling £1,000!!! We’d like to take this opportunity to thank the parents,
carers and extended families as well as our children for all your support so far.
But we are desperate for more of your help and support. So please come, join the
FPTA and get involved! We are especially keen to find someone to take on the role of
Chair. This role would have the full support of all of us in the FPTA. It can easily be a
shared role if 2 or 3 people would like to be Co-Chairs.
In addition we would also like to have someone to take on responsibility for the sale
of second hand uniform. As you may know, we sell second hand uniform at some of the
school events, at the Year 6 transition days and at the Summer Fayre.
So please don’t be shy - come on and get stuck in – we’d love to have you on board!
It is our vision to support more than the school events throughout the year - however
we need your help to make this happen.
Our end of year plea is for more help/support and assistance. We have a great plan of
events next year including a Mother and Daughter pamper evening as well our end of
term finale The Summer Fayre. So please come and support us to ensure that these
events are more successful than ever!
If you would like to join as Chair, help with second hand uniform, or become a
member, please get in touch by emailing us on dggsfpta@gmail.com
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Have a wonderful Christmas and we look forward to working with many more of you
next year
Regards from all of us at the FPTA
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

Term Dates 2018 - 2019
STAFF TRAINING
DAY 1

Monday 3rd September 2018

STAFF TRAINING
DAY 2

Tuesday 4th September 2018
Wednesday 5th September 2018

TERM 1
STAFF TRAINING
DAY 3

to

Friday 19th October 2018

Friday 5th October 2018

HOLIDAY

Monday 22nd October 2018

to

Wednesday 31st October 2018

TERM 2

Thursday 1st November 2018

to

Thursday 20th December 2018

HOLIDAY

Friday 21st December 2018

to

Wednesday 2nd January 2019

TERM 3

Thursday 3rd January 2019

to

Friday 15th February 2019

HOLIDAY

Monday 18th February 2019

to

Friday 22nd February 2019

TERM 4

Monday 25th February 2019

to

Wednesday 10th April 2019

HOLIDAY

Thursday 11th April 2019

to

Tuesday 23rd April 2019

TERM 5

Wednesday 24th April 2019

to

Friday 24th May 2019

Monday, 6th May Bank Holiday

HOLIDAY
HOLIDAY

Monday 27th May 2019

to

Friday 31st May 2019

TERM 6

Monday 3rd June 2019

to

Friday 19th July 2019

STAFF TRAINING
DAY 4

Monday 22nd July 2019

STAFF TRAINING
DAY 5

Tuesday 23rd July 2019
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