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Dear Parents/Carers
activities including residential trips to
The days, weeks and months always seem Amsterdam, PGL Liddington and Nepal, as
to go by so quickly in school, and this
well as day visits to Brighton and
academic year is definitely no exception. It
Chessington, and a huge variety of different
seems only a short time ago that we were
opportunities in school, such as debating,
welcoming both new and “old” students in
practical forensics, first aid, cooking German
September, ready for the new challenges
apple tarts and Spanish tortillas as well as art,
ahead. DGGS is such a busy community with textiles and music activities. My thanks go to
so many different events, trips, visits and
all our staff for the excellent organisation,
opportunities in addition to the “normal”
preparation and hard work needed to ensure
curriculum being offered every day, and I
that it was such a successful week.
think an incredible amount has
During the final week of the
been achieved in 2016-2017.
academic year we held the final
Term 6 has included a
rounds of the DGGS Got Talent
remarkable variety of activities
Competition, showcasing some of
including the highly successful
the amazing student talent in the
Summer Arts & Technology
school. The Celebration
Festival with an excellent Key
Assemblies for all year groups
Stage 3 production, fantastic Art,
provided us with the opportunity
Textiles, Design & Technology and
to celebrate many student
Food Technology displays and
successes, including Sports
exhibitions, and the superb
Awards and House Point prizes as
Fashion Show. Our two day
well as enjoying musical, dance
Science Fair was attended by our DGGS Fashion show and drama performances. It was
Year 7 students and over 500 primary school also an opportunity to thank and wish good
pupils; they experienced different interactive luck to the staff who are leaving the school at
Science workshops including “Jaws & Claws” the end of the year. A special mention and
and a visit to an Astrodome. We also held
sincere thanks and appreciation must go to
Sports Day and as usual it proved to be a
Michael McGinty who is retiring after 28
highly competitive event with students
years’ service to the school; we hope he has a
representing their Houses (results to be
very happy retirement.
confirmed on the last day of term). The staff
Finally I would like to thank parents/
relay race was also fiercely contested
carers for your continual support and
although over a much shorter distance than commitment to the school. I hope that all
any of the other races! The FPTA Summer
our families have a relaxing, enjoyable and
Faye on Sunday 9th July included a variety of safe summer break and we look forward to
different stalls ran by form groups, with
welcoming students back on Tuesday 5th
games and competitions as well as a huge
September for their Academic Review Day/
number of sweet treats; I would like to thank Induction (depending on the year group), and
the FPTA for their hard work and tireless
on Wednesday 6th September for lessons as
support of the school.
usual.
The Curriculum Enhancement Week from
10th – 14th July offered students the
Sharon Pritchard
opportunity to participate in a wide range of
Headteacher
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Governor News
As we come to the end of another eventful,
busy and very successful year for the school, it is
time to reflect on the many achievements and
successes this year.
The school successfully converted to
Academy status on the 1st June and also formed
our own Multi Academy Trust – The Areté Trust.
As advised previously, students and parents will
not see any changes to uniform, school times
etc. as a result of achieving academy status. In
the future it is the Trust’s intention to expand
the MAT by welcoming other schools in this area
who share our vision, values and ethos to join
the Trust. Mrs Pritchard and I will keep you fully
informed of any future developments within the
Trust.
We look forward to this year’s external
examination results which will be published in
August and hope that all students achieve the
grades that they are aspiring to, to enable them
to successfully move on to the next stage of
their education or chosen career path.
Term 6, as always, has been a very busy
term with the public examinations, the science
fair, numerous enrichment activities and
residential trips, arts events and the summer
fayre run by the FPTA to mention just a few.
Governors have enjoyed attending and
supporting many of these events including the
recent arts events and fashion show where the
talent and creativity of the students is always
showcased brilliantly and the standard of work
always very impressive. I would like to especially
mention the science fair which is always so well
attended and appreciated by primary school
pupils whose interest in science is, I am sure,
inspired by their trip to this school and the many
activities and demonstrations that are made
available to them by the science faculty team. I
should like to thank Mrs Foley, in particular, for
her leadership and organisation of this very
popular and inspiring couple of days in her first

year at the school.
As Governors we appreciate and
acknowledge the effort and commitment of all
staff and students that ensures all of these
activities can be run and are enjoyable,
successful and rewarding for all concerned.
On behalf of Governors, I would like to take
this opportunity to thank all teaching staff,
support staff, students and parents for their
very positive contributions to the school and to
its continued success. I would especially like to
thank Mrs Pritchard, Mr Jones, Mr Hardwick and
other members of the Senior Leadership Team
for their continued strong and inspirational
leadership of the school.
To the students and members of staff who
will be leaving the school this year I wish you all
continued success on whichever path you
choose to follow and hope that you will be
leaving this school with many fond memories of
your time here. I wish you all a very restful and
relaxing summer, with continued fine weather,
and wish all of those awaiting public
examination results in August every success –
you deserve it!
A special mention to Mr McGinty who is
retiring at the end of this term after many years
of dedicated service at DGGS, he will be missed
but I hope that he has a wonderful retirement.
Finally, I would like to thank my fellow
Governors for their continued support over the
last year.
Janice Brooke
Chair of Governors

Form Swap
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On Thursday 22nd June, DGGS enjoyed its first ever form swap. This is one of a number
of new ideas that our team has come up with in order to move the school forward. The main
reason behind the form swap was to enable students from different year groups to get to
know each other, and also to create a communication channel between different
years. Year 10 and Year 8 swapped within their forms, and Year 9 and Year 7 swapped.
We are delighted to report that the form swap went extremely well, and the forms
seemed to thoroughly enjoy it. All the feedback from teachers and students about the swap
has been positive. As a team, we still feel that there is room for improvement (like more
interactive or discussion-based activities between the students), however we all enjoyed the
time we spent with the students, and we would like to commend everyone for getting
involved and showing such a positive attitude. The Head Student Team would also like to
thank form tutors for their support. We will continue to work on ideas to strengthen our
school community and bring us closer together just like we promised in our speech.
Ezekiel 12D and Jodie 12C - Head Students

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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HOUSE MOTTO COMPETITION 2017

In April, we launched a ‘House motto’ competition.
Students were asked to come up with a slogan or catchphrase for their House which was relevant to either their
House mascot or one of our school values
RESULTS OF HOUSE MOTTO COMPETITION ARE AS FOLLOWS:
CHARTWELL
“Hakuna Matata”
HEVER
First place - 8H: “To win the game, you have to play the game”
Runner –up - 9H: “Try and fail but don’t fail to try”
IGHTHAM
First place – 10I: “Personal achievement comes from bouncing back - Believe in bouncing back”
KNOLE
First place – 7K “Knole one can bring us down”
LEEDS
First place - 8L: “Leeds - Lead by example; Leeds - we are all leaders; Leeds - born to lead”
Runner-up - 10L: “Leading each other to greater success”
Third place - 9L: “When dedication becomes a habit, excellence becomes a lifestyle” (Inspired by the quote from
Matshona Dhliwayo, exiled Zimbabwean author)
PENSHURST
“In all our selflessness and positivity”
Well done to our winners and competitors!
The winning slogan will be shared by all, displayed on the House notice board
and added to the House website page

Mrs Kleywegt
DGGS Summer Fayre 2017
On Sunday 9th of July, the annual DGGS / FPTA Summer Fayre was held. This event is a tradition at our school and
is a great way to raise money for the FPTA. There were many stalls, with each of the school houses being set a
country to base all of their activities around. Penshurst, for example, was set the Philippines, with 7P selling cakes
with the Filipino flag on that they made themselves. There were lots and lots of amazing stalls run by students,
teachers and parents such as second hand school uniform, a candy-floss maker and an excellent barbecue. Another
incredible addition to the day was the opportunity to win a brand new car, courtesy of Citroen, if you rolled 7 sixes at
once on the dice. While nobody was successful it was great fun to have a go. Many of the younger students had a
great time with a driving instructor who came to the fayre and gave them a 5 minute driving lesson for £3, which was
an amazing idea and certainly very successful. All in all the day was brilliant, with the sun shining and everyone
having a great time. Thank you to everybody who got involved and helped raise some money.

Alice 12B - Penshurst House Captain
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Iceland Report

ISSUE 48

On the 12th of April at 4am, full of anticipation for the week ahead,
Geography students from Year 9, 10 and 11 met at school ready for our trip to
Iceland. The coach journey to Heathrow Airport was a quiet one, with most
students still half asleep.
Arriving in Iceland, not quite ready for how cold it was, we set off for the
Blue Lagoon. It is a geothermal spa, which is heated naturally due to its
location in a lava field and the rich blue colour of the water is due to the silica
and minerals. Much to our delight, the water was beautifully warm, a contrast
to the ambient temperature. After, we arrived at our accommodation for the
first night in Reykjavik, Iceland’s capital and had our evening meal at a nearby
restaurant.
The next day we went on the Golden Circle Excursion where we had the
fantastic opportunity of seeing some of
Iceland’s most stunning sights. The tour
commenced with Thingvellir National
Park where the American and Eurasian
tectonic plates are pulling apart which
provided fantastic views and photo
opportunities. Surprisingly, there was an
ice cream stop between the first and
second visits on the tour. Despite the
chilling temperatures, we could not turn
down the chance for homemade ice
cream! We then visited Strokkur Geyser
which spouted up to 20 meters every 10
minutes. For the last stop of the tour
we saw Guilfoss waterfall. However, we did not stay for long as the chilling
wind picked up.
For our second night we stayed in Hotel Katla which is away from the bright
lights of the city, giving us a better opportunity to see the Northern Lights. On
Friday the 14th of April we had a very adventurous day. To start with, we had
the amazing chance to participate in a glacier walk. There was lots of safety
equipment needed to
take part in the walk
including crampons,
helmets, harness and an
ice pickaxe. The climb
was a truly thrilling
experience, with
beautiful views and photo
opportunities at the top.
To top it off, we had a
snowball fight before the
desent.

JULY
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The clear blue sky made it possible to see two rainbows
over Skogafoss waterfall, the next place we visited, which
gave unbelievable views. If the glacier walk did not wear us
out, there were 200 steps leading to the top of the waterfall
which was remarkably loud and windy, however another
stop with stunning views. Another waterfall was on the list
for the day, one which you can walk behind, which was a
unique experience, giving us alternative views of a waterfall.
To conclude the day we visited a black sand beach which had
an example of an arch, a rock formation we learn about in
school. We went to bed as normal then got woken at
midnight by frantic knocking on our door. As we were away
from the bright city lights, the Northern Lights were starting
to appear. Everyone was stumbling to get their coats on, and
rushed outside in their night clothes. A faint green ribbon
was swirling in the sky amongst thousands of stars.
Unfortunately, it was very difficult to take a photo on our
mobiles; however we will always have the extraordinary
memory.
On our
penultimate
day in Iceland
we had an
extremely long
coach journey
in order to have
a tour of the ice
caves. Ready
and waiting for
us were two ice trucks to take us up the mountain. Half way, we stopped and saw the breath taking
views of the country below us.
Temperatures reached 7
degrees below freezing,
however the shelter from the
ice caves protected us from
the winds. More fantastic
memories were made in the
ice caves. On Sunday the 16th
of April we unfortunately had
to fly home. My trip to Iceland
was unforgettable. The range
of adventurous activities we
participated in and the natural
beauty of Iceland made it a
once in a life time trip.
Charlotte 10C
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Drama Department News
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory—KS3 Production
2017 was a year of firsts in regards to the Key Stage 3 production. It was
the first time that dance, drama and music had come together and it
was the first time that we
put the production on in just
2 days.
On Wednesday the 14th June
and Thursday 15th June, 69
students from Year 7 and 8
worked incredibly hard
creating, rehearsing and
preparing for the final
performance on the evening
of the 15th June. The students were focused, dedicated and
professional throughout the two days and it was lovely for me to
come back from maternity
leave and work with such talented
and creative students again. The
cast were split into three groups:
actors, singers and dancers. The
actors performed an abridged
version of the play, whilst the
dancers and singers performed ‘I
want a golden ticket’, ‘Oompa
Loompa’ and ‘Pure imagination’.

ISSUE 48
JULY
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PERFORMANCES
It has been an intensely busy time of year for our Year 12 and Year 10 students who have been
creating devised pieces which are performed this year, but go towards their final GCSE and A Level
grades. Both year groups have created some very thought provoking and powerful pieces which
demonstrate their theatre knowledge, drama skills and understanding of issues faced by the world
and the society around them.
THEATRE TRIPS
We are beginning to plan trips for next academic year, in which all year groups will be offered a
theatre trip visit. If you have any specific requests, please feel free to let Ms Yarrow or myself know.
Mrs Westergaard
Curriculum Area Leader: Drama

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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KS3 Art Club
Art club meets in X7 after school on Tuesdays and has a small but
dedicated group of students who attend weekly. This term we’ve been
making mixed-media art dolls inspired by the work of artist Julie Arkell who
uses paper, clay, fabric and found objects to create her dolls.
We designed animal heads paired with human bodies and sculpted the
heads from clay which was then fired, painted with acrylic paint and
varnished. The bodies were made from felt and scraps of fabric used for the
clothes. The final dolls were displayed in the school art exhibition in June.
Art club is an opportunity for pupils to try out new materials that they
might not have had a chance to use in class. It’s a friendly, informal group
and we look forward to welcoming new members in September. Talk to Ms
Bamsey for more information.
Ms Bamsey : Teacher of Art and Design

ISSUE 48
JULY
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Primary Art Outreach
Our Year 5 students from the Outreach Programme with Westgate Primary and Darenth Primary had
their time to shine as their work was exhibited in our KS3 Arts and Technology Exhibition. These three
students from Westgate were delighted to see their artwork on display.

Mrs Oliver
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Art and Design
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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KS5 Fine Art and Textiles
Exhibition
In June the Year 12 and Year 13 Fine Art students presented their work for
their end of year exhibition. There was a variety of work on display from
high quality realism painting, colourful abstract work, mixed media pieces,
ceramics, film and installation art.
We are always so proud of the variety of ideas and outcomes our students
present. We were delighted to receive recognition from our A level visiting
moderator for the high level of painting created in our department.
We wish all our students in Year 13 the best for the future and hope that
they continue to keep in touch with us. We very much look forward to the
exciting work the Year 12 students will create in the forthcoming year.
Congratulations to all our students!
Mrs Oliver
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Art and Design

Faye 12B. Paper suspended
scultpure.

Isha 13E. Oil painting and
printmaking.

Jennifer 13D. Oil painting,
twigs and moss.

ISSUE 48
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Jenny 12E. Sculpture of painted objects.
Rebecca 13F. Glazed porcelain on painted fabric.

Rinko 13E. Oil painting.

Samiha 12E AS level. Acrylic painting.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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DGGS Fashion Show
On the evening of Wednesday July
5th, we held our annual Fashion Show,
which showcased the excellent work
created by our Art and Design Textiles
students this year. The first part of the
show began with eye-catching designs
made by the Year 8 students, who had
all contributed their individual hand
felted, appliquéd and embroidered
work to a group body piece, inspired
by looking at cells. A couple of weeks
prior to the show, we had an
opportunity during the KS3 and Year 9
Exhibition to look at these closely, and
admire the fine detail.
Next, we were treated to a display
of pieces by our Year 9 Textiles
students, which began with intricate
‘crazy patchwork’ shorts and tops.
This project allowed the students to
master the sewing machine, often
from scratch.
The contrasting second Year 9
project to be shown was a really eyecatching and whacky set of body
sculptures, incorporating wire frames,
with quilted parts too. There were
many excellent pieces including Mia’s
and Timi’s, showing decorative use of
metallic surfaces and Nicole’s which
had a strong red colour palette and a
wheel-like shape. As inspiration for
this project, the girls visited the
Victoria and Albert Museum’s Theatre
and Performance galleries and also
looked at the work of modern
architects such as Zaha Hadid.
Our Year 11 students then showed
their GCSE pieces, with complex
surfaces achieved through the use of a
wide range of techniques. In 2015-16,
the department acquired two
sublimation heat presses and we have
been fortunate to be able to buy a
photo sublimation printer in the
recent year. This has enabled the girls

to print to an industry standard from
their own, often manipulated,
photographs as could be seen in
stunning pieces by Alice, Kitty and
Megan. We also enjoyed other
imaginative approaches, such as in an
illuminated piece by Phoebe.
The Year 12 course is highly
experimental and this section
included many exciting pieces, such as
Helen’s knitted wire horned
headpiece; Lucy’s exquisite free
machine embroidery and Faye’s
intricately knitted cape. Materials had
often been used in imaginative ways,
such as Molly’s fantastic idea to
include folded chocolate coin
wrappers to create reflective
appliqué. The audience also enjoyed
seeing how the students had risen to
the challenge of transforming a
disposable lab coat and hair net in
timed conditions, with a particular
highlight being Sadana’s red shredded
top and Roxanne’s blue brick-inspired
dress.
We then moved on to the work of
our AS and A Level students, which
was individually announced. With the
new A Level structure, some students
decided to show a mini-collection. We
were treated to a wide variety of
pieces, with many highlights, including
Lauren’s highly complex naturally
inspired knitted pieces and Florence’s
Punk themed work. Alice, who will be
studying textiles at university next
year, treated us to an eye-catching
collection featuring bright origami and
zips, whilst our final collection of
pieces by Meg displayed a highly
innovative approach to garment
design, with face coverings and allover knitted spikes.

ISSUE 48
JULY
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One of the most enjoyable aspects of the show
was watching the co-operation between the
students. Our models came from all years, working
as a team to model their own and each other’s
work. Their confidence both on the catwalk and
behind the scenes was impressive.
Many people worked exceptionally hard to
make the show a success. The Year 12 Textiles class
were responsible for managing the event during
the evening and I should like to thank Sadana, Faye,
Helen and Roxanne for doing this so well, assisted
by a very enthusiastic group of younger helpers.
Sean, Maisie, Molly, Naomi and Alina did a brilliant
job in conducting the models. Victoria and Lucy
took on the challenge of presenting the event,
which they both did with great confidence and
clarity. Maisie, Libby and Lucy operated the music
and light systems flawlessly and Francesca and
Aleena worked as photographers.

Piece—Mia 9K. Models—Maddison 9I and Mia 9K

13

Behind the scenes, Miss Westergaard and Mrs
Williams provided excellent support to the sixth
form team.
I should also like to thank Mr Kidman for his
expert technical help in the lead-up to the show
and also for taking many brilliant photos. As
always, Mrs Bartley worked tirelessly on all aspects
of the organisation, to ensure the show’s success.
Well done everyone!
Julie Evans-Wild: Curriculum Team Leader: Arts
and Technology Faculty

Piece—Kitty 11I. Model Taonga 7L

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Piece—Florence 13E. Model Mia 9K

Pieces—Nicole 9H and Francesca 9H. Models—Charlotte 9H and Amy 9H
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Piece—Sadana 12E . Models—Aaron 12B and Suki 12A

Pieces—Alice 11I. Models Ruby 9C and Mollie 9P

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Piece—Lucy 12B. Model—Bethany 12E

Piece—Megan 13E . Model—Isabella
11I

ISSUE 48
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KS3 & KS4 Arts & Technology
Exhibition Evening
Our annual Fine Art, Textiles and Technology
exhibition evening took place on Thursday 15th June
2017. The evening was a great success and was well
attended by students and their families, staff and
governors. The exhibition was a true celebration of the
fantastic outcomes and efforts of our students from Years
7 – 10.
Following the exhibition evening, the Fine Art
department took along their classes to view the works in
more detail and encouraged the students to comment on
some of the pieces which caught their attention. Here are
some of their accounts from their visit:
‘The piece of artwork I have chosen is a painting of a
lily pond from the Year 9 Fine Art exam. I like this
particular piece as it is very detailed and the colours
blend together nicely. There is a limited colour palette
and the reflection on the water is very clear and a great
technique has been used. This piece inspires me because
I love these kinds of paintings and seeing this painting
makes me feel that I could do something similar to this
one day. I like the focal point – the bridge, because of the
range of colours it has. There is white, blue and green
with hints of other shades in there. There are also many
marks, the texture is amazing.’ Daisy 7C.
‘The piece I am analysing is a stitched piece inspired
by Tracey Emin and Grayson Perry from the Year 7
Textiles exam. This person really planned their work well
and their choice of stitches, in my opinion, was
successful. This piece was clearly finished and shows they
had good judgement of time by choosing only two
complicated stitches to really accentuate their piece and
filled the rest in with more straight-forward stitches. I
think this was a great choice and allowed them to finish
their piece well in two hours. They chose to stitch a map
view of a county in the U.K and also showed an abundant
amount of stitches’. Shenel 7C.
‘I chose the ballerina piece from the Year 8 Fine Art
‘Identity’ project as I found this the most interesting
piece. She used inspiration from Van Gogh and Mondrian
in her work and laminated music pieces and attached
them to the base creating an effect as if they were flying
out of the music box. This shows that she loves music and
it is part of her personality and identity’. Lana 7C.
‘I have picked a Year 9 Textiles project to write about.
I have chosen this because it stands out especially with its
harmonious colours. I think the shades of blue are pretty
and they are well blended together. The greens also look
lovely with the blues because they put light green next to
light blues and the darker greens next to the darker
blues. The Year 9 Fine Art Clay module also caught my
attention because of its shape, I thought it was unique.

PAGE

There are small cylinders on one piece which look like
bubbles and the green parts look like seaweed. The
structure also looks like a shell from the sea. I think the
student has a sea themed project. I love the look of this
clay piece because I think it shows elements under water
that you can’t always see. I think they worked very hard
on this piece and it must have taken them a lot of
perseverance and dedication to complete it’. Katie 7C.
‘The piece I chose was from the Year 9 Design and
Technology ‘Clock’ project. It was in the shape of a turtle
and showed the turtle shell on the clock face. I like that
the shell was made from acrylic and the different pieces
were organised in a pattern creating the shape of the
shell. Using acrylic was also effective because it was shiny
like a turtle shell is. I also like the complementary colours
of purple and yellow used on the face, even though they
aren’t the colours you would usually find on a turtle, they
worked well together’. Rhea 7C.
‘I liked a painting by Shenel Dogruoz from the Year 7
Fine Art landscape project. It was inspired by David
Hockney and she used many marks and abstract colours
to make the painting stand out. She also used
harmonious colours like yellow and green for the grass.’
Salsabil 7C.
‘Whilst walking through the art exhibition a particular
piece caught my eye. In the Year 9 Fine Art section a bold
giraffe hung proudly amongst the other paintings. The
student artist chose to use abstract colours to define the
giraffe and the bush. They were painted with normal
colours except for some neon and bold choices. Unlike
others on the board, this one was a lot brighter and less
of a limited colour palette. This gave the painting a lot of
characteristics because it is like she is saying that the
giraffe is a free soul and it roams around. It is true what
people say, a picture has one thousand words.’
Thank you to all the students and staff who helped to
hang the exhibition and for the visitors who came to
show their support on the evening – it really was a
highlight of the year and we hope your daughter was
proud of the piece/s that were on display.
Miss Ford
Joint Curriculum Area Leader Art & Design

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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The Dartford Artsmark Town Bin Lorry
The Art Department are thrilled to announce that The Dartford Artsmark Town
Bin Lorry was launched at The Dartford Festival on Saturday 15th July at
10.30am.
Some of our Year 8 students took part in this creative project to design
the wrap for this bin lorry. The artwork was created with all of the other
local schools that were involved.
In addition to Dartford Grammar School for Girls, the following schools also
participated in the project; Bean Primary School, Knockhall Academy, Maypole
Primary, Oakfield Community Primary School, Our Lady’s Catholic Primary
School, Temple Hill Community, The Gateway Primary Academy Primary
School, Wilmington Academy and Wilmington Grammar School for Girls
A professional photographer took photographs, and the local press
covered the launch. The bin lorry featured work by all participating
children/students, and looked like this:

Mrs Oliver
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Art and Design
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UKMT Success
Last term approximately 180 students in years 7 and 8 participated in the prestigious
Junior Maths Challenge. The students performed magnificently with over 100
receiving either Bronze, Silver or Gold awards.
A further 8 students qualified to participate in the follow on competition: The Junior Kangaroo and
Olympiad. Many congratulations to all our students.
A special mention goes to Rhea 8K who achieved the highest mark in the whole school and achieved a
Merit in the Junior Olympiad.
Miss Khatun: Teacher of Mathematics
Year 7 Gold winners: Naomi 7K and Shreeka 7I

Year 7 All winners

Year 7 certificate winners
Gold certificate
Shreeka 7I
Naomi 7K

Silver certificate
Dinusika 7H, Tanisha 7K, Eseohe
7L, Jiya 7H, Vivien 7L, Benita 7P,
Stephanie 7I, Rhea 7C, Jessica
7P, Olivia 7P, Mia 7L, Sathana
7L, Faizaa 7K, Yi-Cheng 7H,
Naomi 7L, Kira 7L, Salsabil 7C,
Eve 7L, Freya 7k

Bronze certificate
Ayomide 7P, Taonga 7L, Afua 7C, Karen 7I,
Rebicha 7C, Ruby 7L, Ashna 7K, Siena 7L,
Arthi 7H, Olivia 7C, Molly 7C, Maddie 7L,
Tomi 7C, Dasha 7K, Lauren 7H, Summer 7H,
Wuhbet 7L, Gabriella 7P

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Year 8 certificate winners
Gold certificate
Rhea 8K, Tare 8I, Iman 8K, Ellie 8L,
Abishah 8C, Asmitta 8K, Lydia 8K, Neha
8L, Nia 8C, Rhea 8C, Aleena 8I, Harriet 8P,
Sanchi 8H, Cleona 8H, Alesha 8I

Silver certificate
Sophie 8H, Katelyn 8K, Amelia 8H, Precious 8K,
Stephanie 8L, Stephanie 8K, Amy 8L, Jasmine 8L,
Rebecca 8C, Evania 8L, Farrah 8C, Deborah 8C, Lucy
8L, Elaine 8C, Aderayo 8L, Ilhill 8L, Eleyon 8K, Jasmin
8L. Kelly 8I, Anne-Marie 8H, Emily 8H, Amelia 8K,
Hritica 8L, Timi 8C, Ilariya 8I, Briya 8I, Millie 8P,

Bronze certificate
Ewaoluwa 8K, Freya 8I, Charlotte 8P, Amina 8K,
Shusmita 8L, Oladunni 8K, Christabel 8H,
Vaibhavi 8I, Molly 8L, Sarah 8P, Maureen 8L,
Neve 8P, Lola 8P, Aleksandra 8I, Jessica 8K, Ruky
8H, Elizabeth 8C, Raya 8i, Anjola 8K, Rasika 8C,
Libby 8H, Nissi 8H, Samawit 8H, Aksaya 8I, Jasmine 8P, Gader 8L, Freya 8P, Niyati 8C, Imade 8K
Year 8—Side 1

ISSUE 48
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Year 8—Side 2

UKMT JUNIOR KANGAROO
Well done to the following students who participated in the next round from the
Maths Challenge. Those who scored in the top 25% of entrants achieved a Merit.
Ellie 8L - Merit, Neha 8L- Merit, Tare 8I, Iman 8K, Abishah 8C, Asmitta 8K, Lydia 8K,
Shreeka 7I

UKMT INTERMEDIATE MATHS TEAM
CHALLENGE
Well done to the following students for finishing 4th out of 30 in the regional finals:
Aleena 8I, Layla 9I, Thinesa 9K, Ellie 8L

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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DGGS Science Fair 2017
This year’s Science Fair ran over the course of two days on Thursday 29 th and
Friday 30th June. The event was attended by just over 490 local primary school
students in years 5 and 6, as well as all of our Year 7 pupils. Our Year 8s had
slots over the two days when they were involved in either guiding students
from activity to activity, or were demonstrating exciting experiments to the
younger pupils.
The primary school students had also been invited to take part in a
competition to create an ‘Egg Transporter’. This device needed to support an
egg when dropped from a height of 3m. The designs were extremely creative
and most of them were successful. With the help of our School Governor, Mrs
Brooke, we were able to decide that the winning entry was from Hextable
Primary School, second place was also from Hextable Primary School and third
place was from Dartford Bridge Primary School.
I would like to thank all of the Year 8s involved, they were a credit to our
school and made a positive impression on the visiting students and staff.
Mrs Foley: Director of Science

Westgate Primary said the following about the fair;
"A great success. We have been coming to Science Fairs for many years at
the school and this may well have been the best of all. I felt this was an
excellent example of that awful word ‘infotainment’. Well done to all and
hope we get invited back next year." Westgate Primary

The Astrodome
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Mrs Pritchard visiting the ‘Jaws and Claws’ experience

Miss Oldham up close and personal with a snake
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It was a privilege to be selected to guide a group of eager primary school
students around the school to a variety of thrilling activities during the annual
summer science fair. We started off with an event called the ‘Astrodome’
which was a big dark dome featuring a spectacular show put together by
flashing lights against the dark walls creating an astronomical effect, as if we
were in space.
Then we went to ‘Jaws and Claws’ where we saw (and were even allowed to
hold and stroke) several fascinating animals including a python and a tenrec, as
well as many large insects!
Next on the tour was the ‘Dark Room’ which, as the name suggests, is a dark
room filled with many neon objects causing an amazing glow in the dark effect.
We spent about 20 minutes experimenting with glowing skipping ropes, hula
hoops and other objects, even painting ourselves with neon paint.
The last stop in the fair was ‘Chemical Investigations’ which included an
assortment of experiments: chromatography, starch and glucose tests and
many more. Overall it was a great experience and I’m sure many students
learnt a lot of facts from this event.
Rhea 8K
The egg transporter competition—Hextable Primary School’s entry.
School in photograph—Holy Trinity

Egg transporter top 3 competition winning entries
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UCAS Exhibition
On Wednesday the 21st of June, Year 12 had the opportunity to go to a UCAS Exhibition at the
University of Greenwich. The purpose of this was to go and meet with representatives of
universities, talk through possible courses as well as collect materials from them. There were over
130 universities in attendance, including many Russell Group universities and both Oxford and
Cambridge. There was also the opportunity to go to talks put on by UCAS on subjects such as
finance, applications and how to choose your course.
We made our own way there, meeting in the campus of Greenwich University, with the cover of
the trees being a welcome break from the hot weather. The area was beautiful, with the campus
overlooking the historical buildings of London and the river right next to us. After registering with
the teachers who attended we were free to have a wander round and go to the stalls of the
universities. It was a brilliant opportunity to talk to students and staff of the institutions, as well as
collect prospectuses to take home and consider.
While very warm inside of the exhibition, we quickly found how prospectuses could also double
as fans, and the universities kindly equipped us with bags to carry all of the heavy booklets in. It was
very interesting to get the point of view of students of the universities, and they signed us up for
emails from the universities if we were interested in going to open days or speaking to an
admissions tutor.
There were universities from all over the country, ready to give us their input on our choices and
help us narrow down course ideas, talk us through years abroad as well as finance options. As the
crowds thinned it was much easier to whizz around and find exactly which universities we were
looking at.
We then went and sat outside, processing all of the information we had just received and looking
through the prospectuses we had collected, discussing the likelihood of getting the grades we want
and moving away from home. After we were dismissed we all made our way back home, still
mulling over everything that we had learnt and concluding that perhaps we had collected one too
many prospectuses! All in all this was a very enjoyable day, despite the heat, and resulted in the
realisation that university is drawing ever closer-and we hope that all of the effort that we have
been putting in this year will actually pay off!
Alice 12B
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Sports News
Year 7 and 8 Junior Athletics
Well done to all competitors. Highlights included:


100m: Stephanie (7L) 14.3s



200m: Oladunni (8K) 30.8s



800m: Amelia (8K) 2m46.5s



Hurdles: Christabel (8H) 13.5s



High Jump: Ife (7L) 1.29m



Long Jump: Nicole (8L) 4.37m



Shot Putt: Molly (8L) 7.61m



Discus: Amelia (8K) 12.53m



Javelin: Christabel (8H) 14.55m
Overall, DGGS was placed 9th out of 13 schools in the region

Super 8 Athletics Qualifier
Congratulations to the many students involved. Those securing 1st
position in their events were:

ISSUE 48



Jane 7L (100m and Shot Putt)



Lauren 7H (800m)



Pearl 7L (Long Jump)



Mayowa 7K (High Jump)

Overall, DGGS was 1st and are now put forward to represent Dartford and
Gravesham at the Kent School Games Finals

JULY
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English Schools Athletics Round 1
Well done to all the DGGS competitors. Juniors securing 1st position in their events were:


Precious 8K (Shot Putt)



Amelia 8K (800m)



Ewaoluwa 8K (1500m)



Molly 8L (Relay)



Christabel 8H (Hurdlles)

Intermediates securing 1st position in their
events were:


Damilola 9H (100m)



Princess 9I (Hurdles and High Jump)
Both Juniors and Intermediates came 1st in the Relay

Kent Schools Athletics:
Congratulations to the following girls who participated at the Kent Schools Athletics competition on
Saturday 10th June at the Julie Rose Stadium, Ashford.


Katie 11C 100m - 1st in heat (13.25s), 3rd in final (13.08s)



Camille 10P: 1500m - 3rd in final (5.50.03s). High Jump - 5th (1.40m)



Emma 9L: 1500m - 17th in final (5.26.12s)



Megan 9H: 200m - 6th in heat (30.83s), Long Jump - 7th (4.37m)



Damilola 9H: 100m - 1st in heat (13.73s), 3rd in final (13.75s)
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Southern Senior/U20 Athletics Championships
Congratulations to Chloe, 12A, who competed at the Southern Senior
Athletics championships on Sunday 11th June at Crystal Palace.
Chloe competed in the 1500m gaining a time of 4m30.75 and was
placed 1st in this race placing her “South England Under 20 Champion”, a
fantastic achievement.
Chloe will now be invited to the next stage.
Well done Chloe

ISSUE 48
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CONGRATULATIONS, MADDIE!
Twelve-year old Maddie 7L has had an extremely successful year, combining a busy academic
workload with intensive gymnastic training. Her proudest moment of the year came on 30 th April
when she was placed second in the Nationals in Stoke on Trent. Competing against gymnasts from
England, Scotland and Wales of the same age as her, Maddie demonstrated her skill in the four events
of the competition (bars, beam, floor and vault) as well as range (doing the splits) and conditioning
(moving from straddle to handstand).
Earlier in April, Maddie came third in the English Championships which took place at the University
of Loughborough and, before that, she earned a place in the UK National Gymnastic Squad for the
first time. Only 8 gymnasts are selected to train with the squad so after a solid 6 or 7 years training,
Maddie thoroughly deserved her place in the top 8.
Starting her gymnastics training at the age of 4, her talent was spotted at a free trial and her
progress over the following eight years has been remarkable. Training for 25 hours a week, on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, every week of the year, Maddie’s dedication and
discipline are exemplary. Juggling the huge commitment of time with a busy school life is another real
achievement. Her goal now is to get into the Junior Squad and compete at international senior level.
She has recently moved to a new gym with her coaches, the Greenwich Royals, so we would all like to
wish her good luck for the coming year and say congratulations for all her successes this year.
We are very proud of you, Maddie!

Mrs MacKenzie
English Teaching Assistant
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Syria Charity Event
Last term the sixth-form had a non-uniform day in order to raise money for a
charity called Hand in Hand for Syria. There has been conflict in Syria for 6 years and
so this has caused a lot of Syrians to be displaced as well as be in dire need of
humanitarian assistance.
The charity Hand in Hand for Syria takes aid into Syria and works closely with
civilians to improve their quality of living, help equip them
with skills, create opportunities and direct them towards
sustainable livelihood; this means that they help civilians to
gain access to clean water, food and healthcare, as well as
the opportunity to earn a living again.
The theme for the non-uniform day was based on the
London marathon which took place this year on Sunday the
23rd of April and so the whole of the Sixth Form took on a
sporty look in support. An exercise bike from the PE
department was brought out into the playground and many
of us took it in turns to keep the bike going for the entire
school day.
In all we managed to get 14 miles on the bike which
despite not being quite the same as the London Marathon was over halfway. Overall
it was a very successful day raising a total of £194.86 for Hand in Hand for Syria, and a
huge thank you goes to all sixth formers for taking part.
Helen 13B

DGGS students responded with energy and enthusiasm to National Writing Day
2017 when given the opportunity to write ‘unguided’ for 30-40 minutes without
correcting their work or having it marked. Many other schools around the UK joined
the call from the English and Media Centre to “Let Them Loose!” on 21st June and
were “overwhelmed by the level of engagement!”
Working from the picure prompt, a sentence prompt or from their own
imagination, students wrote prose, poetry, drama scripts or a mixture of all three
without any constraints and without fear of censure. You can view the liberating
effects at https://www.instagram.com/englishandmediacentre/
Work by our students will be hashtagged #EMCLetThemLoose and
#DartfordGrammarSchoolforGirls. Well done to Rebicha 7C, Katie 7C, Rishana 7C,
Ashvita 7C, Lathan 8P and Ithill 8L for taking part and contributing to the online
exhibition which will remain in the gallery for the rest of the year.
ISSUE 48
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Library news
Welcome to the last library news for this school year. The term has flown by with
lots of things happening. We have had the Scholastic book fair, a visit to Townley
Grammar for the Carnegie awards and a visit to the theatre to see Wind in the
Willows (news and reviews of this in September). Together with lots of recommended

Carnegie Awards 2017
Ten students from Years 7 & 8 took part in reading this year’s eight shortlisted
books. The students did brilliantly in representing the school at Townley Grammar
School for Girls. The students performed a 3 minute presentation on the book of
their choice from the shortlist. It was a great afternoon, with so much enthusiasm for
reading and sharing in the delight of a good book.
A big thank you also to Mrs Hoptroff who not only drove the minibus on the day
but read most of the books on the shortlist and to Mrs Cole who also picked this
years’ winner when selecting her favoured reading choice from the shortlist.
Here are some comments and reviews from some of the students and staff who took
part:
The trip to Townley grammar school for girls was fantastic! When we arrived all
the school groups who came were given an introduction and explanation to what
would be happening in the afternoon. To our surprises, we were all visited by the
Mayor of Bexley (my sister got to shake his hand!), which was exciting but slightly
terrifying, because we had to make a good impression!
Then, the schools were called up in alphabetical order to give presentations on
their favourite book out of all the books shortlisted for the Carnegie Award 2017. The
book we chose was The Smell of Other People’s Houses by Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock. Our
presentation was shown in the form of a book trailer, which was acted out, and some
book reviews which some of the girls made.
Many of the other school’s presentations were very fun and interesting. An
example of this was that one of the schools created a balloon debate to choose which
book would be the Carnegie Award winner. To explain, imagine you are flying in a hot
air balloon and you are sinking. You have to throw some books out so you do not die.
It was very interesting to see the results!
After that, the winner of the Carnegie Awards was announced. Many people
expected the book (Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys), as it was a gripping tale from
start to finish. Finally, we all received certificates, took a photo with the mayor and
headed back to the school.
Overall, the trip was amazing, the selection of books this year was outstanding
and I would love to do something like this next year!
ISSUE 48
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My day at Townley Grammar School for Girls was great! We were given eight books to read and we were
asked to compose a presentation of the book we thought would win the Carnegie Award 2017. Our group did our
presentation about a book called The Smell of Other People’s Houses by Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock, although I did not
agree on their choice of book; my personal favourite was a book called Railhead by Phillip Reeve. I really enjoyed
every minute of Railhead, mainly because of the science-fiction-mystery aura it had, and the interesting choice of
characters and character development. Sadly neither of those books turned out to be the winner, which was Salt
to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys.
Many more schools than I had expected had come to the shadowing. All of the presentations that were
produced were excellent but I believe our group tried our best! I enjoyed myself the whole time, and not just
because they were giving out free juices and biscuits. Everyone in our group was given certificates and I got to
shake the Mayor of Bexley’s hand! All the children were friendly too. I would definitely go again next year!
Lathan 8P
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Book Reviews from the Carnegie
Shortlist
Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys
(Recommended for Older Teenagers)
No surprise that this book has won so many awards! It is beautifully written and
contains a terrible tragedy, a love story, a hunt for hidden treasure, the triumph of the
human spirit and so much more!
It is based on almost unknown historical events and fully captures the horrors of the war
and the panic surrounding the mass evacuation of people fleeing the advancing Russian
Army.
The story is voiced by 4 main characters, all young people, from very different
backgrounds, who have somehow managed to survive the war and have been thrown
together by chance. They are all desperately trying to escape from Germany and the terrible
fate that awaits them at the hands of the brutal Russians.
They each have a terrible secret which is very gradually revealed throughout the course
of the book, which makes this a tense, compelling read.
I cannot recommend this book highly enough! It was enthralling from start to finish and
managed to be heart-warming and heart-breaking in equal measure. A truly memorable
read from a great author!
Mrs Cole : Learning Supervisor
Railhead by Philip Reeve
Railhead is and will continue to be one of my favourite books for a very, very long time.
This book has everything that is important for a "distant future sci-fi" effect. It has allpowerful digital overlords, highly intelligent robots, Glitches in everyday life
and...hivemonks?
Human insects aside, Railhead is a very gripping book which made me gasp after each
chapter as the plot was so enthralling.
But most of the reviews that I have read only talked about "the young boy Zen Starling
off to save the world!". Personally I believe that Zen's character was not very interesting and
he had little to no personality and most of the motoriks(robots) had more of a backstory
than him. Flex- who I believe should have been the main character - was my all time
favourite character, as they have a fondness for trains, which are, in fact, the main theme of
this story. they also weren't very clear about the whole gender thing, constantly switching
from male to female. Things like gender identity and sexuality (e.g. Yanvar Malik being gay)
shouldn't be an issue when the whole galaxy is in trouble! This gives the story a sense of
realism- this is something that should definitely NOT be ignored in this story! I also really
adore the proclamation of love between Nova and Zen at the end. Only because I knew it
from the start.
If I was to rate this story out of ten, I would give it a ten because a lot of parts in the
story are very funny but also give important life messages, like mental health issues and
accepting people. This book reminds me a lot of the writing style of Rick Riordan, creator of
the Heroes of Olympus series, as he also includes elements of LGBT representation and
other important issues, but doesn't make a huge deal out of it, because if it is normal to see
these things in real life, it is normal to see these things in a young adult book. The age rating
I would give for this book is 12+ because if I'm 12 and can read it I'm sure any other 12 year
old can.
Once again, I adore this book with all my heart.
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The Smell of other people’s houses by Bonnie Sue Hitchcock
"The Smell of Other People's Houses" by Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock is about four different teens whose lives
become tied together. The story is set in Alaska, in the year 1970, when America's Last Frontier was happening.
This book has a very warm and home-like feel to it and shows how even the most different of lives can link to
each other.
Personally I feel that this story is a 9/10 as it is an imaginative plot but also keeps the scenery and aesthetic
realistic. I would recommend it to people 12+ as there are some situations that younger children wouldn't
understand.

The Smell of other people’s houses by Bonnie Sue Hitchcock:
The smell of other people’s houses is a captivating tale of four individuals journey to finding themselves. We
experience the troubles of a pregnant teen, the voyage of four brothers running from a violent past and a girl
controlled by her circumstances. This story sends a message of courage to all. Your view on life will never be
the same once you have read this.
Temi 8P
Wolf Hollow: Phenomenally written by Lauren Wolk
I believe that Wolf Hollow is an amazing book. I voted it winner for the Carnegie Shadowing book awards but
unfortunately, it didn’t win, the winner was Salt to the Sea. Wolf Hollow is set in Pennsylvania, America and is all
about Annabelle who lives in a serene and tranquil town. Her life was almost a bed of roses but was rapidly
turned upside down when Betty Glengarry stormed into her life.
Since the day Annabelle set her eyes on Betty she automatically knew evil had descended. Betty revealed
herself to be deceitful and cunning. Betty started bullying Annabelle but she didn’t tell anyone about it until one
day, Betty pushed Annabelle and one of the eerie soldiers, Toby, made it very clear that he didn’t want to see
Annabelle being bullied by her anymore. Annabelle is the only one that sees the kindness in Toby, but everyone
else fails to see it like her.
Like most children, Annabelle learns from her parents’ actions and I really like the way the book really shows
how parents lay a foundation for their children’s life.
The writing flows really well and everything her word choices worked really well which ended in a really
charming book. This book is really poignant and atmospheric and I truly believe it will one day become a classic.
It did take me a while to read it but it was well worth it.
Omobolaji 7I

Empathy Day
The first national empathy day was celebrated on 13th June. This is a new organisation aiming to
raise student’s empathic ability through reading. Take a look at the suggested reading list and
research by following the link http://www.empathylab.uk/what-we-do. It is very interesting to read the research
and realise the power and positivity of reading. Well known authors give their view and recommend books they
feel are ideal for raising awareness.
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Poetry Corner
Truth
Alone
no one,
just me,
again,
alone.
No friends,
no support,
through the time,
I’m going through,
It’s hard,
too hard for me,
I’m collapsing inside,
help me.
I’m always alone,
it hurts too much
I’m dying,
inside.

I REMEMBER
I remember
Those days we used to laugh and play
Those days we used to fight
When you screamed hello to me
I just waved goodbye
No fear, no pain, no hurtful eye
Just me wondering about you
But now we know what happened to her
It was dreadful to look at too
I agonised about you for days
Waiting for your reply
You didn’t reply to me at all
I felt like I was being undermined
Now I remember
Wuhbet 7L

It’s the truth,
The cold,
Hard
TRUTH
Esha 7L

Story Corner
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The Old Fashioned Room
I walked into the old fashioned room, full of peculiar objects all around me.
There was a golden carpet, filled with different patterns, such as crystals,
diamonds and emeralds. It was as beautiful as a flower blooming when spring
first began, it looked amazing.
I turned around to look and I saw a very creepy teddy bear, it was torn so
badly, you could tell it had been stitched many times. The colour of the teddy
bear was as brown as dark chocolate. The bed it was sitting on was as pale as a
vampire’s face but even worse. It was decorated with a very light texture of
blue and red which turns out to be a light purple. The bed was as round as the
Earth.
I caught a quick glimpse of the wall, it was magnificent to look at. The
background of the wall was rose gold, on top of it were strange patterns which
looked like symbols. It looked like a fast flying flume on a key, I was very
inquisitive at this point.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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I strolled to the window, where I saw the gargantuan curtains, it was decorated with the colours of
the rainbow, it was very eye-catching. The colour of the curtains were so bright, that if I stared at the
sun it wouldn’t do me as much damage as the curtain would to my eyes!
I looked up and I saw an ancient clock, which told the time with roman numerals. The clock was as
black as death, it was blacker than a witch’s pointed hat. It was blacker than the sky at night. The
arrows on the clock were a completely opposite colour to the clock, it was light silver, it was as shiny as
billions of stars in the dark blue sky waiting for morning to come.
I was tired of standing up so I decided to sit down on a cracked, crooked chair. It was made out of
wood which was maroon. It was a very lovely chair because it had so many family celebrities in the
past written on it. It was carved very roughly, not even enough to work out some of the names on it.
Gare 7L
If there are any budding story writers who feel inspired by Gare’s story and would like to
carry it on, Gare would love to see how her storyline is interpreted and developed by
other students. It would be fantastic to be able to publish further instalments to this
story or indeed other stories in future newsletters. Please email your ideas and stories to
Mrs Buckingham: rob@dartfordgrammargirls.kent.sch.uk
Book Recommendations:










Mrs Buckingham recommends: Letters from Burma by Aung San Sui Kyi
Jamin 7H recommends: Bawse by Lily Singh aka superwomanii & Cosmic by
Frank Cottrell Boyce
Rebecca 7P recommends: Lying about last summer by Sue Wallman & Geek
Girl by Holly Smale
Freya 8I recommends The Morganville Vampire series by Rachel Caine
Sajana 9I recommends: Charlotte’s web by E B WHte
Lois 9I recommends: Everything everything by Nicola Yoon
Alice 9I recommends: City of Bones Cassandra Clare
Nguyen 7P recommends The Harry Potter Series by J K Rowling
Xuan 8P recommends We are all made of Molecules by Marina Lewycka

Links you may find useful for summer reading and beyond:
www.readathon.org
www.childrenslaureate.org.uk
www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/carnegie/current_shortlist.php
http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools
www.bigholidayread.org
www.readingzone.com/
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Before I finish for the summer I must say a huge thank you to all of my fantastic
volunteer librarians. It has been a pleasure to work alongside you all this year. Listening to
all of your suggestions and ideas to keep the library a vibrant and happy place. Here is an
insight into how committed students have been this year:
Students volunteering for 0-5 hours:
7C
Rebicha
Kenga
Hannah
Ashvita
Olivia
Oke
Abigail

7L
Kira
Santhana
Ife
Gare

8P
Temi

7H
Summer
Evie
Serea

7P
Gabriella
Scarlett
Nguyen
Dami
Olivia
Jessica
Ayomide

7I
Danielle
Taniesha
Joanna

7K
Vaikay
Chloe
Loma
Cara
Mevleen
Nuhamin

8H
Sophie

8I
Aleena
Aksaya
Vaibhavi
Kelly
Alex
Briya
Raya

11L
Melody

Students volunteering between 5-10 hours:
7H
Jasmin
Lauren

7P
Zahra
Rebecca

8I
Glynchelle

9H
Desire

10H
Seye

Students volunteering over 10 hours:
7I
Omobalaji

8I
Alesha
Freya

Finally, I would like to wish you all an exciting summer of adventure, escapism and
discovery found amongst the pages of new books to share in September.
ISSUE 48
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Mrs Buckingham : School Librarian
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Celebrating Women in Mathematics
On Thursday 15th June, I had the pleasure of attending a Celebrating Women in Mathematics Enrichment Day at
the Greenwich University, Medway Campus.
When we arrived, we had a talk on the importance of taking further maths for GCSE and A level. It was
interesting finding out about the different careers and opportunities that studying maths could give you.
Next, I took part in a workshop called ‘Paper Folding and Problem Solving’ by Dr Katie Speckles. She firstly
instructed us on how to make a perfect pentagon using a single A4 sheet of paper. We were then introduced to
the dodecahedron, a 3-D shape made up of 12 pentagons and given the challenge to use the pentagons we had
made to make one. After some trial and error, every group made one.
After a short break we moved onto the next workshop called ‘Yeah, but is it Significant?’ by Dr Jennifer Rodgers.
She spoke to us about statistics and used the roll of a dice to show matters of chance. Linking to statistics, she
spoke to us about her job in clinical trials, deciding whether a certain drug has worked or if the results are down to
chance. We learnt about how much evidence was needed to determine if something is ‘statistically significant’
Next, all of the school groups involved enjoyed lunch outside in the sun. We then went to our final workshop by
Noel-Ann Bradshaw called ‘Data-driven decision making : from Florence Nightingale to today’ We learnt about the
definition of data and its use. We then learnt about Florence Nightingale's use of graphs and then made our own.
Finally, we listened to a talk by Dr Emily Gossman about ‘Lies, Damned Lies and the Newspapers’. We learnt about
her career and how use of ‘clickbait’ headlines and the wrong use of statistics have impacted her.All in all, it was a
very interesting day and inspired a lot of maths students.
Emily 10C

Exam News
After 19 days of 159 exams, with 103 seating plans for 5,355 exam papers, the 6 weeks of exams are finally
over!
With the help and support of a great team of invigilators, IT Guys, Site Team and Support Staff, it has been
a very successful exam season – and the first in our new home in the Sports Hall.
I would like to say a BIG thank you to everyone who helped and contributed – I really appreciate
everything you’ve done.
Examination results can be collected from the main hall on:
GCEs Thursday 17th August at 9:00am
GCSEs Thursday 24th August at 9:00am
If you are unable to collect your results, please contact me to make alternative arrangements. Results cannot
be given by phone or email.
Ms Crawley : Examinations Officer
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A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY FIELDWORK
As part of the course, all students are required to undertake 4 days of
fieldwork in preparation for their coursework in year 13. Half of the group
chose to do this in the UK and they visited Greenwich and Reculver.
Greenwich
As a group we spent the day in Greenwich
looking at the impacts of regeneration on
the area. Students worked in groups to
collect a range of data including land use,
questionnaires, house price surveys, all of
which started to prepare them for looking
forward to their coursework.
Reculver
Luckily this proved to be a sunny day! One
of the first that we have experienced at
Reculver!
Students
again worked in groups to measure beach
profiles, carried out sediment
sampling, sketch maps, bi-polar
analysis, again preparing them for
coursework. Despite the groans at
times, it was a successful day out and
students gained a lot from the
techniques.
The rest of the group are going to Barcelona’s field studies centre in
October to start collecting data there which everyone is very excited about!

Miss Day: Curriculum Area Leader Geography

ISSUE 48
JULY
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Year 8 Visit to Port Lympne
In March, Year 8 visited Port Lympne Wild Animal
Park to support their studies of animal conservation in
Geography.
They were given the opportunity to go on the safari
ride, along with a walk around the park to learn about
the conservation of the different species. All students
gained a lot of information from the talk given by the
specialist keepers at the park.
The trip was followed up by a creative activity in
which students had to design and make their own
animal conservation game which is being judged in the
last week of term.
Miss Day: Curriculum Area Leader Geography
On Wednesday 22nd March, Year 8 went on a trip to Port Lympne Animal Park to learn about conservation
of animals. At the start of the day when we arrived at the park, we split off into form groups ready to start the
activities. Chartwell, Hever and Ightham split off from Knole, Leeds and Penshurst.
The K,L,P group went for a walk around the park where we looked at the enclosures and took notes from
the information boards. We filled the boxes of the trip booklets we were given with all of the information from
the boards and were then given free time to look around the enclosures. A big favourite of the whole group
was the Gorilla exhibit because the Gorillas were playing around and swinging on their ropes.
We also looked at the monkeys for a long time because they were really fascinating and cute. Their history
was very interesting and most people were amazed by how many different species there are. Some of the
monkey’s colours were very exotic and looked pretty.
The whole group decided that the most interesting of all the animals we looked at on our walk was the
lions. This was because of the different cultures they came from and how they were royal blooded. The Barbary
Lion that they had at Port Lympne are direct descendants of the lions that were kept in the personal zoo of the
Tunisian Emperor.
After the walk around the park, our group went to the Aspinall Suite where we learned about the Aspinall
Foundation and how John Aspinall set up the fund. We were given a presentation by one of the staff members
and it included the different levels of endangerment for all of the animals in the park. We learnt about the
breeding programmes and how they benefitted the animals as well as other conservation methods. This
presentation was an hour long and we collected many notes from it.
After the presentation in the Aspinall Suite, we went back to the main reception to board our Safari trucks.
The drivers took us on different routes all around the park so that we could see the bigger animals that we did
not see on the walk. These animals, like the giraffes and rhinos, were in large habitats that were open and
closely resembled their homes in their native countries. Despite the weather being awful and wet the safari
ride was extremely fun and educational. We got to see how animals live in their habitats and environments as
well as how they eat because the time that we went on our Safari ride was the lunch time for the zoo animals.
Some of the food that some of the animals ate was very fascinating and the range of different foods that each
animal ate and how the diet changed between each type of animal.
After we went on the Safari, it was our time for lunch and we ate our lunch at the café we were dropped off
at after the safari tour. We then went to the gift shop before departure from a great trip . We all learnt so
much and the whole park was a great place. On the journey home we looked through our booklets and realised
that we had got the equivalent of three sides of A4 in writing.
A big thank you to the humanities department for organising such a great trip.
Charlotte 8P
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In March Year 8 had the opportunity to visit the animal conservation centre Port
Lympne to review different endangered animals and ways they are protected. The
weather wasn't on our side, however, the animal park was still full of wonderful
fascinating and informative facts that made up for the fact it chucked it down with
rain! Personally my favourite part of our trip was the talk that informed us about
some of the work they have done, the background of the Aspinall Foundation, and
some of the animals they home at that specific park, such as black rhinos.
We also had a fantastic time on the safari ride, where we had a long and detailed
tour of all the different animals and their habitats. After an enjoyable morning we
got a lunch break, where we were allowed to get something from the café, which
was really nice since it was quite cold. After, we walked up the hill and made our way
to the gift shop and then headed back for school.
I loved the trip, but it would have been so much more fun if the weather had
been on our side. Following this trip, we made board games which we judged on
how informative they were and the top 2 are being put into the final. Fortunately
my friend's and my board game has made it into the final!
Overall I have learnt a lot from this trip and found it very interesting, and I now
understand more about conserving animals and what we can do to help endangered
animals.
Millie 8P

ISSUE 48
JULY
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Following the visit to Port Lympne for Geography, the students designed their own board games. There were
excellent games focused on animal conservation produced from all the form groups in year 8. They ranged from
video games to Twister and from Animopoly to Snakes and Ladders.
Finalists were chosen from each form group and they displayed their games for staff voting. Finalists included:
Libby, Freya, Jasmine, Millie and Lola from 8P, Evania and Angelina from 8L, Lucy, Cleona and, Emily from 8H,
Darcie from 8C and Asmi from 8K.
After a lot of debate, it was decided that winners were the creators of the Animopoly Game! This was created
by Libby, Freya and Jasmine in 8P - well done!! A close runner up was the interactive computer game from Lucy in
8H and Darcie in 8C, again well done!
Well done to all students who created such excellent board games!

Miss Day: Curriculum Area Leader Geography
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WINNERS

RUNNER UP
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The Queen's Honours List 2017
We would like to warmly congratulate ex-DGGS student Mrs Claire Clancy (née
Coates) on being awarded Dame Commander of the Order of Bath in the Queen's
Honours list this year. Claire was clerk of the National Assembly for Wales and Chief
Executive of the Assembly commission, the first woman to hold that level of position
in any UK parliament. She was also key in establishing the first independent
Commissioner for Standards and the only woman to have been the Registrar of
Companies in England and Wales.
Miss Kellett
Assistant Headteacher

Ex-DGGS Student News
We were delighted to hear from ex-DGGS student Holly Smith, who now works for
KPMG. Holly nominated KPMG for its social mobility work, and the accountancy firm won a
Queen's Award as a result!
Holly was asked about her career journey so far, and said:
I joined KPMG in 2012 on a sponsored degree programme straight from school. Coming from a
family of tradesmen, I was the first in my family to have the opportunity to attend University. Of
course, getting a degree is a great achievement, however when coupled with the annual £9,000 price
tag and the fact that there is no guarantee of employment after graduation, choosing to apply was an
incredibly difficult decision for me…. then I found KPMG! The programme offered a 5 year training
contract during which I have split my time between attending University in Exeter to obtain my
Accounting degree, attending college in Edinburgh to get taught and take the ICAS Professional
accounting exams and have also worked on an extensive range of clients based both in London and
abroad. I am currently finishing my 5th and final year of the programme which means I'll be a
Chartered Accountant by the end of this year.
Read her full interview on this link: https://www.kpmgcareers.co.uk/smart-thinking/news/
articles/kpmg-in-the-uk-received-a-queens-award-yesterday.-hear-hollys-story

Congratulations, Holly!
Miss Kellett
Assistant Headteacher
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Term Dates 2017—2018
STAFF TRAINING
DAY 1

Friday 1st September 2017

STAFF TRAINING
DAY 2

Monday 4th September 2017
Tuesday 5th September 2017

TERM 1
STAFF TRAINING
DAY 3

to

Friday 20th October 2017

Friday 6th October 2017

HOLIDAY

Monday 23rd October 2017

to

Friday 27th October 2017

TERM 2

Monday 30th October 2017

to

Wednesday 20th December
2017

HOLIDAY

Thursday, 21st December 2017

to

Wednesday 3rd January 2018

TERM 3

Thursday, 4th January 2018

to

Friday 9th February 2018

HOLIDAY

Monday 12th February 2018

to

Friday 16th February 2018

TERM 4

Monday 19th February 2018

to

Thursday 29th March 2018

HOLIDAY

Friday 30th March 2018

to

Friday 13th April 2018

Monday 7th May 2018 Bank Holiday

HOLIDAY
TERM 5

Monday 16th April 2018

to

Friday 25th May 2018

HOLIDAY

Monday 28th May 2018

to

Friday 1st June 2018

TERM 6

Monday 4th June 2018

to

Thursday,19th July 2018

STAFF TRAINING
DAY 4
STAFF TRAINING
DAY 5

Friday 20th July 2018
Monday 23rd July 2018
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