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Dear parents/carers
As many parents/carers will be aware,
the GCSE, AS Level and A Level public
examinations are now in progress and for
some students, they will continue until the
end of June. Students in Years 11, 12 and
13 have been working extremely hard,
attending last minute school revision
sessions and implementing their individual
revision programmes at home. We have
been very impressed with their continued
dedication and commitment to their
studies; hopefully this will lead to great
success in the summer and results that
they can be proud of. We wish them all the
very best of luck in
the coming weeks.
Students in
Years 9 and 10 have
been sitting their
formal End of Year
examinations
during this last
week of Term 5.
This gives them the
opportunity to review their learning and
progress and refine their revision
techniques; this supports their preparation
for taking their GCSEs at the end of Year
11. Students in both year groups have also
demonstrated a very positive and mature
approach to their studies, which is very
encouraging. In Key Stage 3, Year 7 and
Year 8 students will take their End of Year
examinations at the start of Term 6 and
Year 12 also have an Assessment Week
early in the term.
Although it is a very busy examination
period for the whole school community,
there have been a number of trips, visits
and enrichment activities for students to
experience. These include the fantastic
Dance Show based on the game show “The
Chase”, a trip for Year 7 to Hampton Court
Palace and the Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award practice expedition.

Year 8 also had an excellent “Apprentice
Day; as a judge I was very impressed to see
the students’ superb presentations. In
Term 6 we will look forward to many
opportunities for students to extend their
learning and experiences beyond the
taught curriculum; this will include the
whole school Curriculum Enhancement
Week with numerous trips, visits and
activities, as well as the Arts & Technology
Faculty summer festival.
From a whole school perspective, it was
very positive to see the record figures for
the number of students applying for a
place for September 2017. 1070 students
applied for one of
the 180 places in
Year 7; this makes
DGGS the most
oversubscribed
girls’ school in
Kent. We also had
the highest ever
number of
prospective Year
12 students applying to our Sixth Form for
September. Both are excellent indicators of
the level of interest in our school and the
school’s continued ever increasing
popularity.
With regards to our conversion to
academy status and the establishment of
our Multi-Academy Trust, plans have
progressed significantly and it is
anticipated that we will convert on 1st
June, as was hoped. I will write to parents/
carers at the very start of Term 6 to
confirm if the conversion has taken place.
In the meantime, I hope that our
families have a safe and enjoyable week,
and we look forward to the start of Term 6
on Monday 5th June.
Sharon Pritchard
Headteacher

PAGE

2

Governor News
This term has seen the start of
public examinations for many of our
students and on behalf of Governors I
would like to wish each of them every
success in these, we do appreciate
how stressful these weeks can be for
students and parents alike, as well as
the long awaited results days.
A full governing body meeting was
held this term to approve the
accounts for the last financial year
and the budget for this financial year,
a budget forecast for the following
two years was also approved. As you
will be aware from the media, these
are increasingly challenging times for
schools financially all of whom are
facing another year of “flat cash”
funding per student from the
Government. It is not yet clear
whether the eagerly anticipated
National Funding Formula will be
beneficial to our school and is
dependent on the final decision by the
DfE following its extensive
consultation on this matter.
The conversion to academy status
remains on track, all necessary
documentation has been submitted to
the DfE and we believe that the
proposed conversion date of 1st June
should be achievable.
Next term Governors will be invited

to spend a day visiting lessons in their
“link” faculty which is an opportunity
not only to meet with staff and
students but also to see the school “at
work”.
Governors also attended an
excellent Dance Show which
showcased the depth of talent and
energy that our students possess. The
standard of performance and
professionalism displayed was a credit
to all involved front and back stage.
I would like to send on behalf of the
Governors best wishes to all of the
students who will be sitting external
examinations next term and to wish
them every success.
If you wish to contact the
Governing Body on any matter, please
contact me via the school e-mail
address or in writing c/o the school.
Finally I would like to wish you all a
restful and relaxing holiday.

Janice Brooke
Chair of Governors

Hat Extravaganza
This year's Hat Extravaganza was paraded in the end of term assembly
before Easter to the usual excited crowd! We saw some fantastic hats and
congratulations are in order for our creative Year 7s who put in a lot of
effort this year. There were many wonderful creations and it was hard for
the Art and Design staff to select those for the prizes. Photographs of the
winning hats are shown on the following pages.
ISSUE 47

Mrs Oliver
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Art and Design
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Rebicha
7C

Georgia 7H

Angelina 7I
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Shriya 7K

Eseohe and Jessica 7L
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Iman 7P

Best Duo or Trio—Naomi and Sophia
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Most Surreal Hat—Jannah

Most Outrageous Hat—Hope 7P
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Overall Winner—Oke 7C
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House System News
Overall House Point Totals End of Term 4
HOUSE POINTS
2017

End of Term 4

KNOLE

8056

HEVER

7944

IGHTHAM

7667

CHARTWELL

7536

LEEDS

7442

PENSHURST

6627

Form group House point totals end of term 4
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7C

2810

7H

3140

7I

3090

7K

2990

7L

3050

7P

2400

9C

770

9H

1150

9I

1270

9K

1010

9L

740

9P

680

11C

267

11H

240

11I

236

11K

7

11L

262

11P

17

8C

2019

8H

1404

8I

1691

8K

2239

8L

1930

8P

1560

10C

430

10H

570

10I

410

10K

450

10L

310

10P

620
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House system update

School values poster
competition
Students had the opportunity to create a poster illustrating our Term 5 value:

EXCELLENCE
and/or our Term 4 value: DEDICATION

Entries had to be completed by hand and not electronically
The winning art works have now been made into a poster and are displayed in the canteen
also having won 200 House points for their House

Congratulations to all of those who took part
Joint first place
Charlotte Lee 9H & Elaine Lin 8C
7I

Runners-up
11C 8I

7K

Commended
7C 7H 9K 9C

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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HOUSE MOTTO
COMPETITION 2017

We are launching a ‘House motto’ competition
You need to come up with a slogan or catch
phrase for your House which is relevant to
either your House mascot
or one of our school values
Entries to Mrs Kleywegt by Friday 26th May
The winner’s slogan will be shared by all,
displayed on the House notice board and
added to the House website page

Mrs Kleywegt
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House updates
Penshurst - charity events On Thursday 27th and Friday 28th April, Penshurst House put on a variety of events in
order to collect money for Dartford and Gravesham Cancer Trust. Events included a chocolate tombola, an
obstacle course with a set of challenges and a bake sale. Members of the house also dressed up in themed clothing
-with the Year 7s being particularly notable in their Disney dress up. We are very pleased that we have so far raised
£253.12, and we hope that this will make a difference to those locally who are suffering. A big congratulations to
all of those involved, and thank you to the members of Penshurst House who put time and effort into raising
money for a very deserving charity.
Alice 12B
Chartwell - charity events The days took place on 4th and 5th May. 7C organised a lucky dip in X11 which raised
£57.48. 8C managed to hold three events; these included throwing sponges at teachers, a disco in X6 and a bench
ball match between teachers and students. Overall they raised £136.98. 9C held a chocolate tombola and raised
£36.87. 10C sold Krispy Kreme doughnuts and raised £68.20. 11C and Sixth formers had an own clothes day and
raised £30.50 combined. Chartwell also held a cross-year bake sale. This took place in X11 and at least two
students from each year brought in various food items to sell. Overall, the bake sale raised £132.63. In total
Chartwell raised £462.66 over the two days for the charity ‘Shine’. ‘Shine’ is a charity that provides support to
people who live with the condition spina bifida and/or hydrocephalus as well as their families and carers.
Samiha 12E

Knole - charity events The charity events were in aid of Make a Wish Foundation. Year 7 organised an event in
which students had to guess the name of the teddy bear for a chance to win the bear, whilst year 8s organised a
penny trail. Year 9 decided to do a raffle, and Year 10 sold food and sweets. Year 11 did an own clothes day whilst
6th form helped to manage the events. I am extremely proud of the organisation of our House, as each form ran
their own charity events with little to no help. In total Knole raised £163.20. Following a vote between 6 charities,
our new charity for next year is Cancer Research, which beat Dogs Trust by one vote! I am excited to work with my
team to raise more money to help this charity which has a place in the hearts of us all.
Irina 12C

Ightham—charity events: The charity event we decided to have was a bake sale and also non-school uniform for
the members of Ightham. The bake sale took place during break and lunch. The non-school uniform was split over
two days. The first day was for years 7, 8 and 9. The day after was for years 10, 11 and the sixth form. In addition, I
dressed up as Tigger (our house mascot)! In total, we raised £385 for The Prince’s Trust. Our new charity that we
will be supporting is Action for Stammering Children. This is a personal charity for us as they helped one of
Ightham’s members, a member of our Sixth Form who used to suffer with a stammer. This charity helped one of
our students overcome a stammer and build confidence and that is why we will be supporting this charity as a
house. Burak 12B

Hever - charity events : The charity events this year were dedicated to raising money for a really important causeThe Teenage Cancer Trust. In total Hever raised an amazing £684. With 7H - £114, 8H - £62, 9H - £232, 10H £135, 11H - £21, and especially a massive congratulations to 9H who raised a staggering £232. Furthermore the
Hever sixth form raised £120 from the dodgeball match of students vs sixth formers, organised with the help of 7H,
8H and 9H. The two main events that Hever put on during the Thursday and Friday lunchtimes were the dodgeball
match and a disco at lunchtime. Form groups also sold sweets and food around school at lunch times and the
enthusiasm shown by all forms during these two days really made the charity days fun and enjoyable. Overall all
the Hever forms contributed to the charity days and put lots of effort in to raise as much money as possible, for an
excellent cause. I'm very proud of you all.
Abigail 12F

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Leeds—charity events. The day was a great success and a tremendous
amount of fun! The charity we raised money for was ‘Make A Wish’. This
foundation is a non-profit organisation that offers ‘wishes’ to children with life
threatening illnesses. 7L put on a great talent show, showcasing the variety of
abilities and talents within their form. This was a great show and it’s safe to
say we have some very talented girls in Leeds! 8L arranged a sponging of sixth
form and teachers. The girls did an amazing job and I have never seen so
many people gathered in the playground. Thanks to Mr Barton, Jaz and Burak
for being sponged and thanks to the girls for the brilliant idea. 9L had a great
idea of holding a football match that anyone could play or watch. This was a
huge success and well done to all the students and teachers that took part!
Everyone was a great sport and again the turnout was astounding. 10L were
able to sell food at lunchtime which is always a favourite on charity days. They
did really well and as always, the food stands were extremely busy! We are
so pleased with how the charity days went and very proud of everyone who
helped. We raised an astonishing £461.49. This amount of money is
unbelievable and we are so thankful for all the planning and hard work that
went into these days. This money could really make a difference to change a
child’s life! Thank you so much to everyone who took part and donated. Go
Leeds! Shannon 12D

Head Student update
From the beginning of our roles starting in March as Head Students, we
have tried to implement as many new ideas as we possibly can to positively
impact on our school.
One of the first things we were keen to try out was helping the years to
integrate more. To do this, we decided to lead by example and bring the whole
Head Student Team and invite other Sixth Formers down to the canteen
during lunch to start talking with the younger years. This was very successful
for both the lower school and our team and it’s certainly something we wish to
try and do more regularly to create better relationships and also gain new
ideas and perspectives.
A second thing we have been working on is to try and put together a DGGS
talent show for anyone who wishes to participate. It will be run by the Head
Student Team and we feel that it will be an exciting way to display talent and
be proud of the abilities that belong to members of our school community.

ISSUE 47
MAY

In addition, we are also hoping to stand outside the school gates to wave
students off to hopefully become more familiar faces and be people that they
can approach and feel comfortable with. We are very appreciative of the
position we are in to make a difference in the school and we have many more
ideas and plans for the upcoming year. Thank you.
Jodie 12C and Ezekiel 12D
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Advanced Writers Workshop
Lewis Buxton is a poet and arts producer.
He teaches creative writing in schools,
libraries and universities around the
country. After growing up in North London,
he read English at the University of East
Anglia. He is currently writing his first full
collection of poems and performs regularly
around the UK.
He offered plenty of advice about ways to get
writing when inspiration dries up and explained
that for creative writers “reading and writing are
like DNA.” Reading Warsan Shire’s poem Ugly
during the workshop demonstrated this perfectly:
after a discussion about how to interpret some of
the poet’s images, the students impressed Lewis
with their flair for producing original poems to a
10 minute deadline.
At the Advanced Writers Workshop on
Wednesday 3rd May 2017, we welcomed Lewis
Buxton from Apples & Snakes who gave Year 10
members of Poetry Club a one hour masterclass
in polishing their poems.

Lewis also gave constructive feedback to the
students who read other poems they had written
before the workshop and encouraged them in
their creative pursuits.
To warm up, Lewis demonstrated how to
“root big ideas in physical detail.” From a list of
abstract nouns that the students suggested and a
list of parts of the body, Nabiha 10C, Amy 10P,
Afope 10C, Emily 10C and Anahita 10C wrote first
drafts of a new poem each using this technique.
They shared their poems and Lewis gave them
individual feedback.
Lewis passed on other pearls of wisdom about
the craft of poetry writing and suggested ways of Mrs MacKenzie
English Teaching Assistant
“tightening the screws” on looser pieces of
writing, pointing out that poetry is based on
economy of words.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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OI, OI! WHOOP, WHOOP!
Afope’s first time on the JAWDANCE stage!
Our Yr10 performance poets - Afope, Nabiha, Aliyah and Anahita 10C went to JAWDANCE the monthly poetry event in Shoreditch hosted by
Apples and Snakes on Wednesday 19th April and enjoyed another fun
evening of live poetry.
Signing up for an open mic slot is just part of the excitement
and this time it was Afope’s turn to be called to the stage. She
delighted the packed audience with her powerful poem
‘Shackles’ which she wrote on the tough topic of domestic
abuse. The audience was captivated by her superbly crafted and
moving poem and gave her a rapturous round of applause at
the end of her faultless, polished performance.

The MC Yomi, pictured here with Afope, encourages the audience to
greet each open micer performing for the first time with the traditional
JAWDANCE cry : Oi oi! Whoop, whoop! First timer!! The supportive
atmosphere of fellow poetry writers provides the ideal space for emerging
writers to showcase their talent. Once again, DGGS poets were at the top of
their game and in the spotlight of the vibrant London slam scene.

We will be returning to JAWDANCE on 21 June and 19 July if anyone else
from Year 10 is interested in coming along. No need to perform – you can
just enjoy watching others and soak up the atmosphere; the only cost is a
small contribution towards the minibus. Please let me know if you would
like to join us. Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis.
A huge thank you to Mrs Hoptroff for driving us all there and back and
giving up her Wednesday evening again to enable the creativity of Year 10
students to have a professional outlet. We couldn’t do it without her!
ISSUE 47
MAY

Mrs MacKenzie
English Teaching Assistant
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Indigo aged 17 from Christ’s Hospital School in Horsham is the new Poetry by Heart champion for
2017.
Reciting two poems in front of a highly appreciative, spell bound audience at the British Library in London, Indigo
triumphed at the end of a search for a champion that began four months ago with hundreds of students taking part in
school competitions up and down the country. In presenting her with a specially designed trophy the Chair of the
judging panel poet Jean Sprackland praised not only Indigo’s superb recitations but the performances of all 41 county
finalists who gathered at the British Library conference centre.
Indigo said, “I’m so surprised and exhilarated to have won this fantastic competition. It’s been an unforgettable
weekend and the support all the students have given each other has been wonderful.” Indigo who became the Sussex
champion in March also won her regional final before competing with eight other finalists on Sunday afternoon. Indigo
recited, “An Epistle to Miss Blount” by Alexander Pope and “Your Attention Please” by Peter Porter.
Second place was awarded to Beth from Urmston Grammar School, the Manchester champion and third place went
to Isabella from the King Edwad VI school, who is the Northumberland champion. Participants recited in front of a
distinguished panel of judges from the world of poetry including Jean Sprackland, Daljit Nagra, Patience Agbabi, Glyn
Maxwell, Tim Dee and Cambridge academic David Whitley. The poet Jacob Sam-La Rose hosted the event throughout
the weekend. On Saturday evening after a splendid winners’ dinner at The Friends House near the British Library the
poets read for the students and their teachers in a remarkable event that saw each poet take to the stage for five
minutes. "Poetry Please” from BBC Radio 4 recorded the finals weekend for a special "Poetry Please" episode,
broadcast on Sunday May 14th and Saturday May 20th, which will be available on BBC iPlayer for a month. Before the
national final the audience enjoyed contributions from three special guests. Louisa Tait from Seaford College in West
Sussex, the winner of the new Shakespeare sonnet competition for adults, recited sonnet 57 and Eléonore Fontaine the
winner of Poetry By Heart France from the Institut Notre Dame also recited. Finally the actor Freddie Fox talked about
the importance of learning poetry by heart in his life and recited Shakespeare’s Sonnet 116 and his own poem Polishing,
written about his father.
At the end of a highly successful event Co-founder and Director of Poetry By Heart, Julie Blake said: ‘Five years ago,
poetry recitation in schools was commonly seen as a nostalgic practice harking back to the nineteenth century,
although some teachers and many poets always knew differently. Following the fifth Poetry By Heart competition and
finals weekend it is back, with all the new life, vigour and creativity that young people from every county and major city
in England are bringing to it. Poetry By Heart is now established in the school calendar with over a thousand secondary
schools signed up to take part. Every year, young people from all school types and all social backgrounds are choosing
poems that speak to them and taking them into their hearts. Poetry By Heart sets them on a journey for a lifelong
enjoyment of poetry, read, shared and spoken aloud. Time will tell how this will shape our collective cultural life'.
2017 saw the introduction of a new Shakespeare Sonnet competition allowing any pupil in a school to record a
recitation of one of Shakespeare’s 154 sonnets. Sam Mount from Springwood High School, Kings Lynn emerged as the
national champion for the sonnet competition and he will be invited to recite at the Poetry By Heart 2018 national
finals. Springwood High School was enjoying a double success after the weekend as the school also provided Poetry By
Heart with its 2017 Norfolk winner and national finalist Abigail Peters. The Directors of Poetry By Heart will be visiting
Springwood High School next week to present Sam with prizes and the school Library with a magnificent facsimile
Shakespeare folio.

Mrs MacKenzie: English Teaching Assistant
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Spoken Word event
“ Anahita is truly talented and it was
wonderful to have her involved.”
These are the words of events organiser Emily Barnett who
invited Anahita 10C to perform at a Spoken Word event at
Aldgate Tower, London, on Thursday 4th May. One of six
poets invited to the event, Anahita performed four of her
poems to an audience of professional people who are
committed to creativity.
Emily Barnett, associate community manager, spotted
Anahita at JAWDANCE and asked her to perform for 10
minutes as part of the evening event which was attended by
members of the co-working community WeWork.
After the event, Emily commented : “Anahita was a big part of
the event, captivating the audience with her vulnerability and
wit, blessing the attendees with her experiences and life
lessons. With talent beyond her years, Anahita showed that for
her writing career, the only way is up.”
The youngest of the six poets, Anahita (10C) once again stole the
show!
Mrs MacKenzie
English Teaching Assistant
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MAY

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

Annual Medical Innovation Summit
The Royal Society of Medicine invited four year 12 students to accompany their teacher, Mrs
Duncan, to their annual Medical Innovation Summit conference in London on the 22nd April,
where they met some of the key people pioneering the future ideas of world medicine.
The girls share their experience at the Summit:
This summit was very influential in explaining how medical theories have been applied to
exceeding innovations. I appreciated the extent to which it portrayed medicine in a new light with
new discoveries that actually make a difference. This is an event I would attend again and
I recommend it to anyone interested in any form of innovation.
Zainab 12D
The speakers at the Royal Society of Medicine 14th Innovation convention were truly
inspirational and really highlighted the potential of new and exciting advances in the medical field.
Karen Aiach and Dr Michel Zerah on their presentation of using gene therapy to treat Sanfilippo
Syndrome A, a rare neurodegenerative disease, was particularly interesting as I did my Extended
Project on a similar topic and found the reasons behind why they decided to use AAV vectors
quite fascinating. The presentation led by Dr Sonia Kumar, Dr Ravi Parekh and Ms Atisha Tank was
also engaging as being a prospective medical student, I found their research into improving the
way medicine is taught very intriguing.
I am very grateful for the experience as I got to meet and talk to many people who share the
same passion for science and medical research. I got the chance to meet key medical professionals
and make contacts which I am sure would be very advantageous in continuing to pursue a career
in medicine. I would like to thank Mrs Duncan for allowing us to have this opportunity and being
with us during the day and I would recommend anyone who has an interest in healthcare or
innovative research to go to this event.
Thakwa 12D and Nazrath 10I

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Random Acts of Kindness
A few weeks ago, my Year Group embraced a challenge I gave them of
nominating each other for Random Acts of
Kindness. I was overwhelmed by their
response and it got me thinking that this could
be more than a one off. We had a celebration
assembly where all those students who were
nominated were awarded with a certificate and
a gift to acknowledge their contribution. We
have had nominations ranging from opening
doors for others, to helping members of the
public by always giving up their seats on the
bus and even helping a distressed person who
had fallen ill in the park.
The students who came to the aid of the unwell member of the public in
the park were Jasmine 8P, Freya 8P, Lola 8P, Libby 8P and Apurba 8P. Each of
these students received a Headteacher Commendation certificate from Mrs
Pritchard and in addition to this, received a thank you letter and cards from
the family involved.
I am so impressed by some of the nominations I have had and I look
forward to our next celebration assembly after half term.

“Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word,
a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all
of which have the potential to turn a life around.”
– Leo Buscaglia
Mrs Erice: Head of Year 8
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Thursday 27th April
Year 7,8 Tennis
Location: Wally Hall
Squad: Maya 8P, Ola 8P, Precious 8K, Kirsty 7K
Results: Lost Overall - SINGLES: Maya won 6-3 Ola won 6-3 Precious lost 6-4 Kirsty lost 6-0 DOUBLES: Ola and Maya lost 6-3,
Precious and Kirsty lost 6-3.
Saturday 6th May
Kent Schools Skiing Championships
Location: Brentwood park
Squad: Rosie 9L, Lucy 8K, Jessica 8K Caitlin 12B
Results: (Rosie, Lucy, Jessica) placed 3rd, Rosie placed 6th overall as an individual, Lucy placed 7th,
Jessica placed 10th. Caitlin placed 4th overall in the senior age group.
Tuesday 9th May
Year 9,10 Tennis AND Year 7 and 8 Tennis - knock out
Location: Bromley High
Squad: Molly 10I, Lois 9P, Zoe 9P, Charlotte 10C, Maya 8P Ola 8P Kirsty 7K, Precious 8K
Results: Singles matches: Molly won 6-1, Lois lost 6-4, Zoe lost 6-1, Charlotte lost 6-1, Maya won 6-0, Ola lost 6-1 Kirsty won 6
-4, Precious won 6-4.
Doubles matches: Molly and Lois won 6-0, Zoe and Charlotte lost 6-1, Maya and Ola won 6-2, Kirsty and Precious won 6-3.

Tuesday 16th May
Year 7, 8 Tennis
Location: DGGS
Opposition: Kent College Pembury
Squad: Maya 8P, Ola 8P, Kirsty 7K, Molly 7C
Results: Singles: Maya (6) vs KCP (1), Ola (6) vs KCP (0), Kirsty (0) vs KPC (6), Molly (0) vs KCP (6).
Doubles: Maya/ Ola (6) vs KCP (0), Kirsty/ Molly (6) vs KCP (0)
Wednesday 17th May
English Schools Athletics Round 1
Location: Dartford Park
Opposition: Dartford Science and Technology College, Harris Academy Falconwood, Tonbridge Grammar School
Squad: Juniors: Ife 7L, Mayowa 7K, Corona 7L, Stephanie 7I, Nicole 8L, Oladunni 8K, Precious 8K, Amelia 8K, Ewaoluwa 8K,
Molly 8L, Charlotte 8P, Farrah 8C Christabel 12E. Inters: Damilola 9H, Izzy 9L, Megan 9H Eleanor 9C, Emma 9L, Princess 9I,
Clio 10I, Jodie 10P, Amelia 10P, Camille 10P, Mfon 10C, Tolu 10C
Results: JUNIORS: Ife - 2nd in 100m, 4th in High Jump. Mayowa - 3rd in Hurdles, 3rd in High Jump. Corona - 6th in Javelin.
Nicole - 3rd in 100m, 2nd in Long Jump. Oladunni- 2nd in 200m, 3rd in Long Jump. Precious - 3rd in 200m, 1st in Shot Putt
Amelia - 1st in 800m, 2nd in Discus. Ewaoluwa - 1st in 1500m. Molly - 2nd in 800m, 1st in Relay. Charlotte - 4th in 1500m, 3rd
in Discus. Farrah - 3rd in Shot Putt. Christabel - st in Hurdles, 5th in Javelin. RELAY - 1st. Total: 303 points
INTERS: Damilola- 1st in 100m, 3rd in Long Jump. Izzy - 3rd in 100m, 5th in Javelin.
Megan - 3rd in 200m, 2nd in Long Jump. Eleanor - 3rd in 800m, 3rd in Javelin. Emma - 2nd in 1500m. Princess - 1st in Hurdles,
1st in High Jump. Clio - 2nd in 200m. Jodie - 2nd in 300m, 2nd in Triple Jump. Amelia - 2nd in 800m. Camille - 3rd in 1500m,
3rd in High Jump. Mfon - 4th in Hurdles, 4th in Shot Putt. RELAY - 1st. Total: 331 points

Wednesday 17th May
Year 9, 10 Tennis
Location: Colfes
Opposition: Colfes
Squad: Molly 10I, Lois 9P, Charlotte 10C, Zoe 9P
Results: Singles: Molly(6) vs Colfes (3). Lois (6) vs Colfes (0). Zoe (6) vs Colfes (0). Charlotte (6) vs Colfes (0)
Doubles: Molly/Lois (4) vs Colfes (6). Charlotte/ Zoe (2) vs Colfes (6)
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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European karate championship

The competition was in Romania and lasted for 4 days in total. Starting on
Thursday and ending on Sunday. Saturday was competition day for all children (12
and under) and mini cadet (13-14) categories. My category was female mini cadet
no.214. heavy weight (over 50kg). There were 4 pools in my category. I was in pool
two. I had 4 fights to win my pool. After which I fought the girl who won the third
pool (the quarter finals). I then fought the girl who had won both the second and
first pool who I lost 5-2 to, making me a European silver medallist.
Jessica 9P

ISSUE 47
MAY

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

Theatro - a whistle stop tour of theatre through
the ages
On March 23rd over a hundred students from years 7-12 took part in the whole school production of
'Theatro - a whistle stop tour of theatre through the ages'. The show kicked off with Berkoff's adaptation
of Kafka's 'The Trial' which tells the chilling story of Joseph K, a man accused of an unnamed crime who
sinks deeper and deeper into despair as he desperately tries to discover why he is on trial. We then
skipped a few millennia back in time to tell the dark and disturbing classic ‘Oedipus the King’.

Leap forward again to the 21st Century and another group performed extracts from ‘Blackout’, a hardhitting play about getting bullied, fighting back, trying to make a name for yourself, losing everything, then
finding your way again. And finally we jumped back another 400 years to see extracts from Shakespeare’s
‘The Tempest’, supported by a superb set designed and built by students.

The students showed off their skills in physical theatre, choral work, singing and wonderful
characterisation in this energetic and ambitiously choreographed ensemble production. Well done to all of
those who took part!

Mrs Yarrow
Teacher: Drama
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Coming Soon…The Arts and
Technology Summer Festival
Next term we shall be presenting the four major events of our Summer Arts and
Technology Faculty Festival. This begins on the evening of Thursday 15th June,
when our younger students will display their creativity in two eye-catching and
lively events. First, they will show their Design and Technology, Food Technology
and Art and Design work at the KS3 and Year 9 Exhibition, which will take place in
X11 between 5 and 7pm. On the same evening of Thursday 15th June, you are
then invited to enjoy Dance, Music and Drama performances by our KS3 students,
as they present ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ in the Main Hall, starting at
7pm.
Next, our older students will be staging the
KS4 and Sixth Form Exhibition, displaying
their Art and Design work in both Fine Art
and Textile Design. This show is always
amazing and you will have a chance to see
it when it is open to students, parents and
friends on the evening of Wednesday 21st
June, between 5 and
7pm, in X11. It is
highly recommended for all and especially for our younger
artists who are hoping to reach this level.
The final event will be our popular annual Fashion Show,
which will take place in the Main Hall at 7.00pm on
Wednesday 5th July, providing a showcase for garments and
body adornments created by our Art and Design Textiles
students. The show will feature pieces made by years 8 to
13, modelled by students from all years. The work this year is
once again spectacular, featuring large scale pieces and
superbly detailed surfaces.
Please see full details of these events, including
tickets, on our separate advertisement, which is also
featured on the school website.
The photos that accompany this article are from

last year’s Summer Festival. We do hope that
you will join us this summer, to celebrate
another fantastically creative year for our Arts
and Technology Faculty students.

ISSUE 47

Julie Evans-Wild
Curriculum Team Leader: Arts and
Technology Faculty
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GCSE Moderation
A huge well done to all Year 11 GCSE Dance students for their hard work and effort
towards their practical examination held on Friday 5th May. Students performed 60% of their
GCSE on the day and were assessed in Units 3, 4a and 4b. Students worked incredibly hard in
the lead up to the examination and impressed the moderator from the exam board.
Students represented the school extremely well, performed with pride and with
professionalism. Well done – I am extremely proud of each and every one of you for your
achievements. Keep working hard for the written exam and good luck with the rest of your
examinations.
Miss Longley
Teacher: Dance
Headteacher Commendations
Well done to the following students who were nominated for Headteacher
Commendations this term by Miss Longley for their hard work and commitment to
their final GCSE Dance examination work. The standard of work produced was
phenomenal and I wish you every success in the future:
Heather 11I
Darcey 11L
Melody 11L
Rachel 11K
Elizabeth 11L
Alicia 11P
Miss Longley
Teacher: Dance

Cascade Auditions
Cascade Dance recently recruited ten new members into their Extremely Able company
held at DGGS on a Friday between 3:30pm and 4:30pm. The audition required the girls to
demonstrate their contemporary technique and choreographic ability and the girls worked
hard to gain their places. Well done to all who auditioned. I look forward to seeing our new
members perform at events across the county! The next audition for Cascade Dance will take
place in September. Keep an eye out for posters if you would like to be part of this excellent
opportunity.
Miss Longley
Teacher: Dance
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Dance Show 2017
On Wednesday 26th April, DGGS held their very own version of The Chase.
As the audience arrived to watch the Dance Show, they were given a quiz to
complete. The quiz papers were collected in and the show began. Each Dance
piece followed a question; each time moving closer to beating the chaser. The
quiz papers were marked in the interval and the winner announced at the end.
Well done to the all the students involved. You always work so hard in the lead
up to the show and I couldn’t do it without your commitment and enthusiasm.
The show was an absolute success and the audience seemed to enjoy the
interactive nature of this year’s theme!
A huge thank you to helpers on the evening, the Sixth Form Dance leaders for
running backstage, staff at the school for enabling events such as this to
happen and to the audience who supported the girls performing. Thank you
also to Emily Balmer Dance Company for support with costumes for ‘Cats.’
More photos of the show can be found on our website. Onto the next show!
Miss Longley
Teacher: Dance
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Key Stage 3 Production
This year our Key Stage 3 production will be based on extracts from ‘Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory.’ Auditions for Dance, Drama and Music will be held
on Wednesday 24th May from 3:45pm until 4:45pm. Please sign up for your
audition at the Performing Arts Office. The Dance and Drama audition does not
require any preparation; please come prepared with kit and creativity. For
Music, you will be required to prepare a song of your choice; no longer than
two minutes in length. The production will take place on the evening of
Thursday 15th June in the Main School Hall. Tickets will be available on
ParentPay.
Miss Longley
Teacher: Dance

Community Auditions
Saturday 9th September – Auditions at The Woodville, Gravesend for this
year’s pantomime of Sleeping Beauty. See website for details: http://
www.gravesendpanto.com/gravesend-panto-dance-auditions.html
Sunday 10th September – Auditions at the Stag Theatre, Sevenoaks for this year’s
pantomime. See website for details: http://www.stagsevenoaks.co.uk/whats-on/
community/panto-dance-auditions-1321
Miss Longley
Teacher: Dance

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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News from your School Library
Welcome to the library news.. Although this has been a slightly shorter
term, there have been many exciting things happening in the library.
A huge welcome to new librarians Gare 7L, Joanna 7I and Nuhamin 7I, who
have been helping in the library this term and getting to know some of the
other members of the library team. We hope you enjoy your volunteering
experience with us, sharing creative ideas and brilliant reads.

Aleena 8I would like to share her library volunteer experience:
I find the library is a place of comfort because I can be myself and discover
amusements through the captivating stories within books. As well as being in
an inspirational atmosphere lightens my day.

Readathon update
Daisy 7C and Tilly 7P were recently awarded a book token from the
Readathon team together with a commendation certificate awarded by Mrs
Pritchard for being the two students who raised the most funds during the
recent Readathon. Congratulations to you both, a fantastic achievement.
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Carnegie Shadowing Event
The annual Carnegie shadowing event started just before the Easter Break. We have 10 dedicated
students reading 8 books shortlisted for this prestigious award, currently in its 80 th year. The shadowing
event will continue until 19th June when the official winner will be announced. Our Carnegie team have
been invited to share their favourite overall read with students across the Bexley district at Townley
Grammar School. The 8 books on the shortlist are:


Bone Sparrow by Zana Fraillon



Railhead by Philip Reeve



Beck by Mal Peet



The smell of other people’s houses by Bonnie Sue Hitchcock



Salt to the sea by Ruta Sepetys



Sputniks guide to life on earth by Frank Cottrell Boyce



The stars at Oktober bend by Glenda Millard



Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk

Temi 8P has written a review for her favourite so far:
The Smell of other people’s houses by Bonnie Sue Hitchcock:
This is a captivating tale of 4 individuals’ journey to finding themselves. We experience the troubles of a pregnant teen, the voyage of four brothers running from a violent past and a girl controlled by her circumstances. This story sends a message of courage to all. Your view on life will
never be the same once you have read this!

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

31

PAGE

32

Now to our regular sections of the library news:
Poetry Corner:
I thought I would share with you one of my favourite poems
If by Rudyard Kipling
If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,
Or being hated, don’t give way to hating,
And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:
If you can dream and not make dreams your master;
If you can think and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same;
If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools:
If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with Kings nor lose the common touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
If all men count with you, but none too much;
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,
And which is more, you’ll be a Man, my son!
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Visit to Wilmington Grammar School for Girls
15 of our Year 7 students were very excited to have the opportunity to meet poet Neal Zetter
during their recent visit to Wilmington Grammar School for Girls. The students were enthralled to
hear how Mr Zetter found inspiration and ideas for his poetry.

There was a Q & A session after the talk, with many hands shooting up. The students were also
able to meet with Mr Zetter and take part in a book signing session after the event.
Rebecca 7P and Zahra 7P share their thoughts on the trip:
On Tuesday the 16th May, 15 students were taken to WGSG to meet the poet Neal Zetter perform
and receive a copy of his newly published book, ‘It’s Not Fine To Sit On A Porcupine’. Schools such as
WGSB, Longfield Academy, Wilmington Academy and others attended. When we first arrived, we and
other schools took pictures with him. After that, some lucky people received his signed book of poetry
for children. Next, we listened to some of the poems he has written. He also performed some of his
poems such as Match of the day, My dad thinks he’s cool and Kids love ketchup. We thoroughly
enjoyed the trip and definitely want to meet him again.

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Book Reviews
The Princess Diaries series by Meg Cabot
This is a very dramatic and funny book about a girl called Mia who found
out she was a princess when she was 16. The books are about her being
different as a teenager and getting princess lessons from her grandma. She
also has a crush on her best friend’s brother! 9.5/10
Kaeto 7H
The sun is also a star by Nicola Yoon
Read The sun is also a star if you love a good romance/drama. Natasha is
an undocumented immigrant and to be deported but things change when
Daniel arrives!
Evie 7H
Summer Camp Secrets (best Friends) by Melissa Morgan
This book is in a series and this is the third book. The main character is
Grace. Grace has been to camp for 2 years but she never realised that she
didn’t have a best friend. One day she met a girl from her rival bunk. Will she
abandon her bunk for this new supposed best friend? 5/5
Serena 7H

Book recommendations

ISSUE 47



Mrs Buckingham recommends: A very English scandal by John Preston



Mrs Mackenzie recommends: Never let me go by Kazuo Ishiguro



Polina 9L: The perks of being a wallflower by Stephen Chbosky



Titi 11K: Talking as fast as I can by Lauren Graham



Aleena 8I: The Discworld series by Terry Pratchett



Lauren 7H: Split second by Sophie MacKenzie



Shreeka 7I City of lost souls by Cassandra Clare



Jasmin 7H The world’s worst children by David Walliams



Nguyen La 7P The Harry Potter Series by J K Rowling



Ayomide 7P Glubbslyme by Jacqueline Wilson



Alesha 8I The London eye mystery by Siobhan O’Dowd



Temi 8P The smell of other people’s houses by Bonnie Sue Hitchcock

MAY
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I hope you have enjoyed reading about your school library and all the exciting events the students are
able to experience. With summer fast approaching please remember to return all overdue books to
enable other students to enjoy the books that you have enjoyed. Don’t forget to start to think about
your reading list for the long summer holidays. Perhaps, using our book reviews or book
recommendations to inspire you or call into the library to ask for some advice from the library team.
I thought I would finish this article with a few final words penned by Jane Austen in the classic novel
Pride and Prejudice: first published in 1813.
I declare after all there is no enjoyment like reading! How much sooner one tires of anything than of a
book! When I have a house of my own, I shall be miserable if I have not an excellent library.
Mrs Buckingham
School Librarian

Spring Concert
Prior to starting the post of Curriculum Area Leader, I attended my first DGGS concert on the 29 th
March. From the opening performance to the last, I was captivated by the dedication, effort and high
skill-set showcased by all years. I enjoyed the diversity of genre and styles, from gospel, pop and rock,
jazz to classical. Stand out performances included Beethoven’s ‘Pathetique Sonata’ (performed by
Robert 13E, a pop mash-up (by Emilie 9L and May 9P), Visutti’s ‘Funk’ (by Niahm 11L ) and a West Side
Story medley (by the whole school choir) just to name a few items.
I left the concert feeling privileged to have the opportunity to lead such a successful music
department. The vast array of talent at DGGS provides endless possibilities to what we can achieve. I
look forward to nurturing the department and developing the music even further in the future.
Colette Zgoda
Curriculum Area Leader: Music
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Spring Concert continued

A Level Performance Recitals
On the 2nd May, Molly 13F, Emily Silk and Robert Hunt performed three
truly outstanding fifteen-minute recitals as part of their A level music
qualification. The evening featured a challenging repertoire of grade 8
standard and beyond. The broad programme included: Prokofiev’s ‘Flute
Sonata in D’, J.S Bach’s ‘Gigue’ and ‘Two-part intervention’, Scott Joplin’s
‘Maple Leaf Rag’, Gershwin’s ‘I’ve Got Rhythm’ amongst other composers.
Each piece was well-executed and performed with style well beyond their
years.
Mrs Dowsett and I are really proud of what they have achieved. We wish
them every success in their future endeavours and thank them for all their
hard work, dedication and participation in DGGS music events over the years.
Colette Zgoda
Curriculum Area Leader: Music
ISSUE 47
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This year, year 7 and 8 were fortunate enough to participate in the UKMT Maths Challenge. The only
prior public exam, for most of us, was the 11+, so we were all quite inexperienced. Nevertheless, we
changed our nerves into excitement and persevered to do well.
We revised by using past papers to practice in class and at home which mentally prepared us for the
challenging word problems in the test.
The one hour exam consisted of 25 questions; 15 easier questions, worth 5 marks each, 5 slightly
harder questions, also worth 5 marks but with negative marking and finally 5 even harder questions,
worth 6 marks but with a 2 mark deduction for wrong answers. The questions were very thought
provoking and improved our mental agility.
Overall, it was a great experience and surprisingly fun and we have learnt many revision methods
and skills for future reference. It was thoroughly enjoyable and we all cannot wait to get our results
and take part in the assessment in the future years to come.
Farrah 8C, Christabel 8H, Ruky 8H, Vaibhavi 8I, Daya 8H, Lottie 8H, Libby 8H, Aleena 8I, Darcie 8C,
Rasika 8C, Sanchi 8H, Elizabeth 8C, Rachael 8I, Aleksandra 8I, Cleona 8H and Rhea 8C

London Marathon success
Congratulations to Mrs Sanders and Mrs Dunster who both ran in this year’s London
Marathon.
This was my 4th London marathon and although
not my best time it was my favourite yet as I
paced the race a bit more evenly and finished in 3.24.
Mrs Sanders
Leading Practitioner: Physics

I’ve raised £959.15 so far for Tearfund. My time was 4.33,
3 mins slower than last time but I’m pleased with it since I
sprained both ankles in the last year so was less well trained.
The atmosphere as always was amazing and I really appreciate all the people who came out to support.
Mrs Dunster
Curriculum Area Leader: Psychology and Sociology
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Forthcoming Events
5th June

Start of Term 6

5th - 9th June

Year 7 and Year 8 Assessment Week

12th - 16th June

Year 12 Assessment Week

21st June

Year 9 Intervention Evening

27th June

Year 10 Intervention Evening

2nd July

FPTA Summer Fayre

20th July

End of Term 6
Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 Progress
Reports home
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