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From the Headteacher
Dear Parents/Carers
This academic year continues to
progress remarkably quickly; we are now
over two thirds of the way through 20162017 with our Year 11 and Sixth Form
students having only a few very important
weeks left before their public
examinations begin. Students have been
working very hard to prepare for the
examinations and I am very appreciative
and grateful to colleagues who are
providing much additional support for
students, including extra
classes during the Easter
holidays, as well as
numerous lunchtime and
after school sessions. The
school is very fortunate to
have so many dedicated
teaching and support
staff. Parental support
and encouragement is also particularly
vital at this time and by working together,
we can hopefully help the students to
achieve the results they very much
deserve.
Alongside the examination
preparation, there have been very many
activities, events, trips and visits for
students in all year groups. These include
the annual political exercise, run by our
Year 12 Government & Politics students,
trips to CERN, the Tate Modern, Port
Lympne and several different theatres, as
well as House competitions, the UKMT
Challenge and the BBC News School
Report.
We have also welcomed students from
both our Swiss and Japanese link schools.
Our new Head Student Team and other
Year 12 leaders have made an excellent
start since being appointed on 1st March,
with the House Captains of Ightham,
Knole and Leeds running very successful
charity days in addition to a whole school

non-uniform day to support “Red Nose
Day”. During the first week of Term 4 we
celebrated International Mother Language
Day, with almost 60 languages now
spoken in the school! Last week we
greatly enjoyed a superb whole school
drama production of “Theatro” and this
week the Music Department’s Spring
Concert showcased some of the fantastic
musical talents of our students. The Sixth
Form Commendation Assembly and the
Years 7-11 Celebration Assemblies
provided further
opportunities to
recognise the many
achievements of students
across the school. I must
also mention the Year 7
Hat Extravaganza which is
a unique tradition at
DGGS, with staff and
students in all year groups eager to see
the innovative designs. This year the
standard was again exceptionally high;
very many congratulations to all the Year
7 students and the Art department for a
truly memorable parade.
With regards to our proposal for
Dartford Grammar School for Girls to
convert to academy status and establish
our Multi-Academy Trust, following the
formal consultation, the Governing Body
met on 28th March to consider the
responses. We are very pleased to
confirm that the Governors agreed
unanimously to proceed with the
conversion. We will keep all members of
our school community updated regarding
progress; at this stage it is hoped that we
will convert on 1st June.
Finally I would like to wish all our
families a safe and peaceful Easter. We
look forward to welcoming back all
students on Tuesday 18th April.
Sharon Pritchard
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Governor News
This has been another busy term for staff
and students alike and I am sure that
everyone is looking forward to a welldeserved Easter break and hoping that the
weather remains good over the holiday
period.
In addition to our scheduled committee
meetings, Governors held an additional
meeting of the full governing body to
consider the responses and comments from
the recent formal consultation with staff,
parents, students and the wider community
which had been undertaken to decide
whether DGGS should convert to Academy
status and in addition to form A MultiAcademy Trust with the intention of working
collaboratively with other schools in the
future. I am delighted to confirm that having
considered all feedback received the
Governing Body formally agreed that
conversion to Academy status and the
formation of The Areté Trust should go
ahead. To this end the legal process of
conversion has now started and we are
hopeful for a conversion date of 1st June
2017. All stakeholders will be kept fully
informed of progress in this matter.
I had the great pleasure to attend the
magnificent Drama production this term. The
students and staff involved had clearly
worked extremely hard to produce four
individual and wonderful performances and
should all be very proud of what they
achieved on that evening. It was clear that all
students had thoroughly enjoyed this

experience and opportunity.
The Spring Concert held in the last week of
term is always a highlight of the school year
and showcases the outstanding musical
talents of our students, many skilled and
accomplished musicians and very talented
singers. For these events to run as smoothly
as they do a lot of time, effort and
organisational skills are required from the
staff and the students involved however, the
final performances are testament to the
talent, hard work and dedication of all of
those who take part and are hugely
enjoyable. The support from parents is also
greatly valued for the events staged by the
Arts Faculty.
I would like to send, on behalf of all
Governors, best wishes to all of the students
who will be sitting external examinations in
the next two terms and to wish them every
success in these.
Full details of the Governing Body, its subcommittees and Governors’ attendance at
meetings are available on the school website.
If you wish to contact the Governing Body on
any matter, please contact me via the school
e-mail address or in writing c/o the school.
Finally I would like to
wish you all a restful
and relaxing Easter
break.
Janice Brooke
Chair of Governors

April is National Poetry Writing Month! The aim is to write a poem every day for a
month.
Sign up online to receive writing prompts every day to help get you started.
See if you can write 30 poems in 30 days.
ISSUE 46
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Collect one Housepoint per poem you write throughout the month.
See Mrs Mackenzie: English Teaching Assistant for more details/any questions.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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I cannot believe we have come to the end of another term already. The library has been so busy with many activities
stemming from the library.
I always like to start by welcoming my new volunteers. This term we welcome Ayomide 7P, Evie 7H and Mevleen 7K.
It is lovely to work with new students all the time, bringing fresh ideas and suggestions to share with students and staff.
The library team are looking forward to working alongside our latest volunteers.
Mrs Buckingham
School Librarian
Omobolaji 7I would like to share her volunteering experience:
Being a librarian can be a bit challenging yet quite adventurous. There are plenty people who visit the library every day
and it’s a good opportunity to have an acquaintance with someone who might possibly later be your future friend. It is
quite challenging especially for someone who loves to work independently all the time like me, but obviously I have
learned to be a very good team player over the weeks I have spent being a librarian. However it is also a learning
experience for working well in teams and being a good team player. I have had so much fun in the library because I have
made such good friends, who are there for me through thick and thin; I can always run back to them if I need any help
with any type of problems, school or social. Mrs Buckingham has really helped me boost my self-confidence and selfesteem because when I came to this school I felt quite shy and couldn’t make any friends. Despite the fact that some
people laughed at the idea of me becoming a librarian, I blanked them out because later on I made good friends and I
am living a healthy happy life. In addition, being a librarian has encouraged me even more to discover new genres and
new author’s which may grab my interest.

Librarians pictured above, Alesha 8I, Aleena 8I, Polina 9L, Omobolaji 7I, Taneisha 7I, Lauren 7H, Summer 7H, Abigail 7C
Readathon review:
Thank you to all students who took part in the readathon. I am amazed at how many books have been read, over 100 in
total in just a few weeks. The total in sponsorship raised is a fantastic £408.38, over twice more than last year! A huge thank
you to everyone that helped raise such an amazing amount.
Below is a response we received from the Readathon team;
Thank you for recently sending in your sponsor money from your Readathon! We are very thankful for such loyal schools
taking part and your participation allows us to buy brand new books and storyteller sessions for children in hospital. We
really appreciate your fantastic fundraising since 2005 which has seen you donate a total of £5721.62 so far!
Keep reading, keep raising!
Mrs Buckingham: School Librarian
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Library news continued
World Book Day
Thursday 2nd March was the 20th anniversary of World Book Day. Year 7 students
were invited to dress as their favourite book character for the day. There were some
excellent outfits and some great discussions on guess the book character!
Hannah, Kenga, Ashvita and Mahnoor would like to share their thoughts on the day:
As excited 7s rushed to their form rooms, they explained who they were for today
(World Book Day). Soon after the bell rang and we gathered in our classes. The
teachers asked us who we were too! I was Harry Potter in my form (along with a
whole squad of characters from the series!) Who were you for World Book Day?
Mahnoor 7P
On Thursday 2nd March it was World Book Day, everyone dressed up as their
favourite book character. People in my year dressed up as: Cat in the Hat, Charlie
(from Charlie and Lola) and characters from Dork Diaries etc.
We thought about our favourite characters and how we can impersonate them. It
was a day that we can dress up and have fun at the same time. Everyone had unique
costumes and different ideas on their book characters.
The whole purpose of World Book Day is to celebrate the love of reading and to help
raise money for the annual readathon which supports 3 children’s charities. One of
the charities supported buys books for children to enjoy while in hospital.
Hannah, Ashvita and Kenga 7C
Vaikay, Grace and Faizaa all from 7K are dressed as characters from The Mortal
Instrument book series by Cassandra Clare.
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INTER SCHOOL POETRY SLAM
Friday 10th March saw 5 of our students take part in the second Spine Festival Bexleyheath Inter School Poetry
Slam with 8 schools from across the district taking part. Competition was tough with Bexley Grammar taking a
very well deserved first place. Our students were outstanding. Feedback to our students from two of the judges
Kenny and Xana who are professional poetry slammers:
‘The day we see each other for the first time, the day we see each other for the last time’ – I really liked that.
Liked the conversational style and different emotions going on.
Really good performance. Forgot you were giving us poetry. You left us with more than we came in with.

Mrs Buckingham
School Librarian
Zahra 7P would like to share her thoughts on taking part in the poetry slam competition
On Friday 10th March, 5 students from DGGS went to Bexleyheath library to attend the Poetry Slam Competition. We
participated in this event with 7 other schools, including Bexley Grammar, Townley Grammar, Beth’s, and others. It was
about who could write and perform the best Slam poetry, which is poetry that has a message that is being told to the
audience. The theme this year was the past, present, and future. In the first round, we were picked to go second from the
very effective voting system of a hat. After the first round, there was the second and last round, which was for free poems
with different types of genres. Unfortunately, we didn’t win, Bexley Grammar did, but we did try very hard. Well done to
Aleena, Hemakshi, Polina and Rebecca for participating, Mrs Hoptroff for taking us there, and a big thanks to Ms Mackenzie
and Mrs Buckingham for taking and supervising us there.

Here is one of the poems performed during the competition by Rebecca 7P
Multi-coloured Flag
I'll race you to the end!
The end of what?
The end of life, the end of time?
Racism is an age old thing.
As the black and white chequered flag waves, I wonder
What about everyone else?
Asians, Africans ,refugees, immigrants
And everyone else in between
There is so much more to this world than black and white.
Tuxedos can be coloured
Purity is not always white
And darkness isn't always black.
And equality is not a term the world understands.
This is why there are protests.
The cleverest person in the world couldn't even count them!
They need to stop.
People were not brought into this world
Just to protest for equality
And die, not recieving their wish.
Dear Black Lives Matter, ALL lives matter.
Dear people who think the protests have got too strong, that's rubbish.
Dear protesters, keep going.
the world will be safe one day.
I'll race you to the end!
The multi-coloured flag will wave us on.
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Library news continued
Below is a description of what a poetry slam is. I am
sure you will agree that Rebecca’s poem is a great
example.
What is a poetry slam?
It is about inspiring young people to express themselves
and share what is important to them through writing
and performance. It’s about raising self-esteem, and
about giving young people a chance to represent who
they are and where they come from in a positive way.

Young Writers 100 words competition – Welcome to Wonderland.
One of our Year 8 students recently submitted a piece of writing for the above
competition. Vicresa 8I was successfully chosen to have her work published, along
with some Year 7 students.
Here is Vicresa’s reaction to hearing her work is going to be published for all to read.
For the first time in what seems like forever, I finally decided to enter a writing
competition. It was called Welcome to Wonderland. I have had a very large passion
for writing since I was little. I always preferred words to pictures they are very
effective and have various effects on the mind and imagination. There is no word that
could possibly explain how much I love writing.
I think what intrigued me about the competition was that it was called ‘welcome to
wonderland’. I have always liked Alice in Wonderland and of all the fantasy worlds
that exist in books my favourite is Wonderland.
When I received the information sheet that helped me plan the story, I discovered
that it was a hundred word story. I have always hated having to write stories with a
really small word limit but that didn’t stop me. I had some help from my English
teacher Miss Mitchell in terms of detail, so thank you for that.
I would call it luck, hard work and passion. I recently got a letter saying that my story
would be published in a short stories anthology. It was like, what I thought would be a
long term goal, dream come true that became a short term goal achieved. Here is my
story:

ISSUE 46

The Girl through the Window
She always said not to go in since the moment I could walk. I had listened to her until
now. Outside the door to the forbidden room I stood; my curiosity had finally beat
me. Sighing, I turned the knob and pushed the door. Eyes glanced at a room with
only a painting on the right wall and a chest in the corner. The painting was of an
abandoned, Victorian manor with a girl looking through the window. My hand
touched the painting then I felt a weird sensation through me. Now I am the girl
looking through the window.

MARCH

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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If you are wondering what to read next or are struggling to find an enjoyable book to read, perhaps the
following book reviews and recommendations with help unlock the block.
Lying about last summer by Sue Wallman:
It is a great story about this young girl with a dead sister. She goes to camp but when she
receives texts from her dead sister she then realises she cannot hide the secret forever.
Summer 7H

The Roman Mysteries by Caroline Lawrence
This series is an amazing learning opportunity. Not only does it give you insight on what it was
like to live in Roman times but also sets you on a wonderful journey with Flavia and her friends
to solve mysteries. You can read the first one now: The thieves of Ostia!
Halima 7H
Everyday by David Levithan
This book is about A who wakes up in a different body every day. He doesn’t get attached and has
never had parents. It has always been like this from the beginning. Until he is in Justin’s body and
meets Rhiannon (Justin’s girlfriend) he falls in love and gets attached with Rhiannon.
Devishi 9K
Book Recommendations:
The Forbidden Game L J Smith - Freya 8I
The library team are always interested in what you
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child - Nyguen 7P
have enjoyed reading, please share your
Shadows Amy Meredith - Freya 8I
recommended reads and book reviews with us.
Smart Kim Slater - Evie 7H
You can email these to
No Shame No fear Ann Turnbull – Freya 8I
Lying about last summer Sue Wallman - Summer 7H rob@dartfordgrammargirls.kent.sch.uk
Talking as fast as you can Lauren Graham - Titi 11K
Frozen Charlotte Alex Bell - Lauren 7H
First and then Emma Mills - Lauren7H
Wonder R J Palacio - Omobalji 7C
Secrets Jacqueline Wilson - Ayomide 7C
Fantastic Beasts and where to find them J K Rowling - Alex 8I
One Sarah Crossan - Temi 8P
Lord of the Flies William Golding - Seye 10K
Wolf Brother Michele Paver - Mevleen 7K
The Hunger Games Series - Zahra 7P

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Library news continued
Poetry Corner
I hope you enjoy the poems submitted this term by some Year 7 students
Alone

Friendless

Alone again
Again
How could she have
Gone to Spain without me
Left one note
Two words
Love you
Bah
I’m leaving
Forever
She can come back to find MY note
Three words
I HATE YOU!
I’ll start a new life
Alone

A lace in her heart
From kindness and caring
It keeps out the dark
And her eyes flaring
Day by day that lace increases
The mask weaving
Hiding the sadness
Pushing out hope
Till there’s nothing left
Tearing her heart and leaving her
weeping
NO FRIEND, NO LIFE NO NOTHING
The girl drops dead!
Sathana, Ruby and Karen 7L

Esha 7L

Please can I take this opportunity to remind all students, particularly
students in Year 11-13 to return all library books to enable other students to
enjoy them.
Last year a proportion of books issued to Year 11 and Year 13 students were
not returned at all. This is a financial loss to the library and an educational
loss to current students.
If any students would like to renew the books please come and see me
during break or lunchtime.

Finally, I hope you have enjoyed the library news, if you would like to add a
poem, book review or a story I would be more than happy to share it in the
newsletter.
Wishing you all a very happy Easter.
ISSUE 46
MARCH

Mrs Buckingham
School Librarian
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

Calling all the midwives
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Ever since she “knew what a midwife was” (from the age of 7 basically), Libby Mae 12B has known
she wants to be one. She says that what attracted her to the profession is being able to “share one of
the most important moments of a woman’s life”. Currently studying Biology, Maths and Philosophy &
Ethics at A level, Libby is applying to do a 3 year BSc degree in Midwifery at Greenwich, Kings, City, and
Canterbury universities and on 22nd March 2017, Libby attended a one-day midwifery taster course at
Kings.
In order to boost her application to university, she also applied to attend a 5 day training course at
the Ellenor Lions Hospice in Gravesend from 26-30 June 2017. Following a reference from her Head of
Year, Miss Snell, and an interview with Sue Marshall, Moving and Handling Adviser at Ellenor Lions on
20th February, Libby was successful in securing one of the 20 places available on the course which
covers all aspects of end of life care. She will gain three certificates for Employability, Caring and End of
Life Care on completion of the course, all of which will indicate to prospective universities that Libby
has a passion for caring that will enhance her application.
In September this year, Libby will also begin a 6 month placement working one evening a week with
terminally ill patients from age 14 upwards at the same hospice. Libby’s commitment to maximising
her chances of following her chosen career path is an inspiration to other students who might be
considering the same profession. As Libby has demonstrated, it is never too early to start working
towards your goal in life.
Congratulations and very best of luck in the future, Libby!
Mrs MacKenzie : English Teaching Assistant

Midwifery is about being with the woman. It is of paramount importance if you wish to apply to
become a midwife to gain some experience whilst still at school. Some universities are happy with
experience gained working in an elderly care home but most universities require experience in a
health care setting - hospitals, doctors surgeries, clinics.
You will be required to attend an interview and complete tests at the university to gain
entry. Most universities require A level biology so it is worth checking the entry requirements for
the university before choosing your A level options.
Midwifery is a unique degree; you have to be adamant that this is the right career for you as it
requires commitment. However, all the dedication, courage and passion you put into this career is
worth it as it is so rewarding.
I am thoroughly enjoying my course at Greenwich University. We have set periods in university
and then set blocks out on placement where students will either be with a midwife in the
community or based in the hospital. The hospital shifts are long and you have to be prepared to
cover night shifts as well as weekends. However, other universities may plan their theory and
placement timetables differently. Despite the long hours you have to commit to and the sacrifices
you have to make, I love it. I wouldn’t dream for a moment of doing any other career. It is a real
honour to say that I am a student midwife and to also be valued by the midwives and mothers so
early on in my placement.
Lily-Ella—Ex student who left in 2016

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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BBC NEWS SCHOOL REPORT
16th March 2017
9.45am
As I write, from the World Class Universities room, there is a buzz of
anticipation as our BBC School Reporters put the finishing touches to their
news reports before recording them for the long-awaited News Day.
Our seven dedicated junior journalists have given up lunchtimes to attend
workshops to prepare for the big day and now it is all coming together. This is
team work at its best : Year 7, 8 and 10 students working together - the older
students encouraging and helping the younger ones; the younger ones
making suggestions and enthusing about the task in hand.
10.15am
Amy 10P has revealed her natural talent for
weather forecasting and runs through her detailed
script of the day’s weather in the UK. She stands in
front of the white board pointing out different
parts of the UK on a map which has yet to
materialise…she rushes off to hunt for one but
comes back empty-handed. Swiftly printing off an
A3 colour map of the UK at a minute’s notice, Mrs
Thatcher in Reprographics comes to the rescue!
11.05am
No one seems to notice it’s break-time; they are all so engrossed!

ISSUE 46
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11.15am
The reporters decide to film on Chiara’s iPhone 7 and Maithili 10L comes
forward to take on the role. Such a good choice! She is very calm, reassuring
and supportive when a few nerves begin to appear before filming.
Our presenter Aiswarya 10P announces each of the reporters as they
begin filming. First up is Technology Correspondent Chiara 7H reporting on
3D printing to build houses in 24 hours.
Aleena 8I demonstrates her usual boundless enthusiasm for her role as
Arts Correspondent and is interviewed by Chiara as it transpires that she too
has a passion for 3D printing! Amy swaps roles with Aleena later on and
interviews her again, this
time for her views on the
recent inter-school poetry
slam organised by the
librarians in Bexleyheath
Central Library as part of the
SPINE Festival.
A very confident Lauren 7H is
so natural in front of the
camera, we all wonder if she
has done this before…?
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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As Sports Correspondent, she reports on the facilities at DGGS
and the benefits of sport on mental well-being. Her longer
report is on the European Indoor Championships which she
links neatly to this Term’s Value : Dedication.
Health Correspondent Summer 7H provides a thoughtful report
on cancer which she has researched thoroughly and manages
to convey the harsh realities of the disease by giving the grim
statistics and matching this with a suitably solemn tone. This is
followed by an equally sobering report from the Yr10 Mental
Health Correspondents Aiswarya, Maithili and Amy who
examine in detail the rising number of cases of mental ill health
among teenagers.
1.15pm
Suddenly it is lunchtime and after several takes and mutual
coaching on ways to overcome the fear of messing up when
confronted with a camera, the team is more than ready for a break and a bite to eat.
Aleena (aka AJ Productions) takes over the film-editing side of things and the stress of meeting the
2pm deadline is palpable in the room….!!
After all the excitement of our first
foray into live reporting for BBC News
Day, students still found time to write
their thoughts on it:
“We were given the wonderful
opportunity to create our own news report
and put it together in the form of a short
video. We had to find a suitable story,
create scripts, perform it and create a
video all by ourselves with the guidance of
Mrs Mackenzie. I helped put together a
script for our report on mental health and
it was a great experience working in a
group of people that I had met for the first time. I would definitely recommend it to everyone.”
Maithilii 10L
“The experience I’ve gained from BBC School Report
is brilliant. Working as part of a team to create
reports has been really interesting and has helped
me gain new, different skills. I have worked on
interviewing and I’ve been able to research and help
create stories about things I enjoy. It’s been
interesting to put a weather report together and
creating an entire project with other people has
been something really special.”
Amy 10P
We hope you will enjoy watching the end results of the students’ hard work on
bbcschoolreport@dartfordgrammargirls.kent.sch.uk
Mrs MacKenzie
English Teaching Assistant
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Bringing homelessness closer to
home
On Sunday 19th February 2017, Anahita 10C performed at the Rich Mix
Young Ambassadors event to raise money for the End Youth Homelessness
charity. The theme of the evening was ‘Close to Home’ and featured a variety
of talented poets, musicians, photographers, artists and dancers.
Anahita performed two of her poems which fitted the theme perfectly to
an enthusiastic audience in Venue
1 on the 4th floor of the Rich Mix
Cultural Foundation, Shoreditch.
Her second poem, written in
memory of an inspiring Iranian
woman who created a ‘home’ for
others by providing a space for
them to learn their mother
language and express themselves,
was very moving and showed once
again Anahita’s talent for
capturing powerful personal
experiences in words.
Although one of the youngest
poets there, Anahita has already
established a reputation for
herself as an emerging talent on the youth slam poetry scene and her writing
is becoming widely acclaimed in slam circles.
Congratulations on making a name for yourself, Anahita, at such a young
age. We are all extremely proud of your success to date and know that your
future in poetry is guaranteed!
Mrs MacKenzie
English Teaching Assistant

ISSUE 46
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International Mother Language
Day
This year, we marked International Mother Language Day
by offering all our bilingual students brightly coloured
badges to wear stating their Mother Language and by
assemblies delivered by bilingual students.
Ilaikkiya 13C and Jessica 13F opened the celebrations
with a dance routine which they choreographed themselves.
Based on traditional Bharatanatyam style Indian dance, the
performance was fascinating to watch, with intricate, highly
stylised movements, lively music and gorgeous colourful
costumes. They received rapturous applause and gave
everyone a wonderful insight into their cultural background.
Students from Years 7 and 8 meanwhile spent much of
term 3 preparing a lively film which they produced
themselves to showcase just some of the many languages
spoken at the school.
Aleena 8I devoted her half-term to editing the footage and
the end result was a highly entertaining multilingual
production featuring an array of international characters
played by Jamina and Jannah 7I, Benita 8K, Elaine 8C and
Aleena.
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Set in DGGS International Airport( and filmed entirely on
location at DGGS!) the characters spoke to each other in
their own mother language while English subtitles enabled
the audience to understand the plot.
I would like to thank all the students who gave up many
lunchtimes to rehearse and work on the film and the dancing
and special thanks to AJ Productions without whom the
International Mother Language Day blockbuster would not
have been possible.
Mrs MacKenzie: EAL Co-ordinator

Term 3 House Competition
THE RESULTS
First Place – 7K – with their Poem entitled “FRIENDS” to be sung to the Chorus of “Fake love” by Drake
Second Place - 7C – with their poem entitled “Introduction to Netball” to be sung to “Someone like you” by Adele

Please find below details of Term 4 House competition
DGGS SCHOOL VALUES - DESIGN A POSTER HOUSE COMPETITION

Create a poster illustrating our Term 5 value: EXCELLENCE and/or our Term 4 value: DEDICATION
Entries are to be submitted on A4 paper and to Mrs KLEYWEGT by Friday 31st March 2017
Entries have to be completed by hand and not electronically
The winning art work will be made into a poster and displayed in the canteen for one Term
We encourage you strongly to enter and win up to 200 points for your House
We look forward to your entries
Good luck to you all!
Mrs KLEYWEGT : Curriculum Team Leader
Miss KELLETT : Assistant Headteacher
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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The Head Student Team and
the House System
Head Students 2017/2018
Hello, our names are Jodie (12C) and Ezekiel (12D) and we are
delighted to be the two new Head Students at Dartford Grammar
School for Girls. As two dedicated and committed students to the
school it seemed a natural role for us to apply for, and despite the
application process being challenging, having to go through each stage
made us even more determined to be a greater part of the school.
We look forward to progressing in the role and we have many aims
for the upcoming year; some of these including improving the
relationships between the different year groups and helping
all students to achieve their full potential, while strengthening the
ethos of our school. We understand that this role will be challenging,
however we are willing to put in our time and effort in order to fulfil the
duties it requires and with the support of the Head Student team,
we feel confident that we can assist the school to achieve even greater
successes and lead on from the excellent job that Patrick, Emily and
their team did last year.
We are extremely grateful for this opportunity to represent DGGS
and feel very positive about the things we can achieve as Head Students
as well as the goals we have set ourselves. Finally, we both have a great
passion for the school and feel that this will help us to become Head
Students that can represent every student and each individual’s ideas.

ISSUE 46
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Chartwell
The Chartwell team consists of Samiha 12E, Lily 12A and Priya 12E and this coming year we aim to
bring the different years together in order to have more of a sense of house community. We are hoping to have a bake sale that all years can participate in as one of the events to raise money during our
charity days. We also would like to raise as much money for our charity by encouraging everyone to
think of ideas that will attract the students in our school to take part and donate as much as possible.
Our new motto is "Hakuna Matata" which is a Swahili phrase from the popular movie "The Lion King".
This saying roughly translates as "no worries". We would like to remind students in Chartwell, along
with all other students in the school, to stay positive even if a certain subject or task in school is hard.
We would like this positivity to come across in our house. Therefore, this year we would like all years to
participate in every House competition in order to give Chartwell a better chance in gaining more
house points and hopefully winning the House Shield!
We look forward to working with all of Chartwell this year.

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Hever
The aims of Hever this year are to become more united as a House, by
having more interaction between the years and for us the Hever team
(House Captain – Abigail 12F, Deputies – Freya 12C, Paige 12B) to be closer
to all forms and create a stronger bond with them where they feel that they
can approach us and confide in us.
We want to create friendships and be role models to the younger years
where they feel part of a big community that they are comfortable in. Not
only that, but we want to be able to hear everyone’s opinions and
suggestions, especially if they have ideas on how to improve Hever as we
believe that everyone having a voice is important.
Lastly, as the Hever House team, we want to continue to help Hever to
be the best house and raise lots of money for the really important charities
that we choose. We wish the Hever House the best this year, and hope we
can help their journey whether they are in Year 7 or Year 11, creating
strong and happy memories.
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Ightham
We’re a house which believes in resilience, hard work and positivity. Our team is dedicated to
providing opportunities for every student in Ightham and making sure that we work together to
achieve excellence. The house team this year is Burak 12B as House Captain and Martha 12A and
Callum 12D as deputies.
We will be working very closely with the different years to raise as much money and awareness for
the charity we will be supporting and we hope to challenge and stretch the wide range of talents to
make sure Ightham stands out as the hardest working house. We aspire to work in partnership with
form representatives from each year group to achieve a more communal atmosphere within the
house. In particular, we would like to increase the range of events and activities to make sure that
everyone feels comfortable as part of our community.
Finally, over the course of the year we’d like to help in making Ightham the best house there is. We
want to make sure its members are contributing as much as possible to make Ightham even better.
We hope to create a positive and successful community that everyone can be proud of.

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Penshurst
Hello! We are the new Penshurst house team and we would like to
introduce ourselves and our aims for the coming year. We have Alice 12B,
as House Captain, who is currently studying History, Government & Politics,
Philosophy & Ethics and Psychology and is hoping to study History at
University. She is looking forward to completing this role and bringing a
stronger sense of community to the house. Alice will be working with Year 9
and 10.
We then have Eve 12F and Salaka 12D as Deputy House Captains. Eve is
studying Economics, Geography and Maths and would like to study Spanish
and Economics at University. She will be working with Year 7 and 8
throughout the year. Salaka is studying German, Economic, Business and
Maths and is hoping to study Finance and Accounting at University.
throughout the year she would like to get to know each individual person in
her house and hopes Penshurst will become the best house in the entire
school. Salaka is going to be working with Year 11.
We are looking forward to our year as the Penshurst house team and we
hope to make a difference both within our house and the school.
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Leeds
Hello everyone, we are so excited to be your new Leeds house team! We are Shannon 12D, Abigail
12A and Alina 12F. Our aims that we plan to achieve this year are; getting the house shield for Leeds,
ensuring everyone in our house gets involved in all the events and competitions available and also
that we try our hardest to integrate the years in order to form a better house community.
We aim to regularly update the house board in the main corridor to ensure that each student is
aware of the activities and events that are taking place. We hope that raising this awareness will
encourage you to participate and try your hardest in every opportunity presented to you! We also
want you all to know that if you have any problems, suggestions or would just like a chat, please come
and see us. In addition, we will try our hardest to regularly visit form rooms in registration times to
catch up on what's been going on and how you're feeling about the year so far. We are extremely
excited about working with each of you and really hope we can get to know you all better.
Thank you! Go Leeds!
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Knole
Hi everyone, I’m very proud to introduce the new house team for the
upcoming year. My name is Irina 12C and I’m House Captain. Lucy 12A and
Katie-Ann 12B are the two deputy house captains of Knole.
Our main aim for the year is to focus on the form relationships within
Knole, and maintain our position as the most charitable house. We’re very
excited for the upcoming year, and especially for our charity days which are
coming up at the end of March. Our chosen house mascot for the year is
Dory, which we feel represents us as not only is she blue, but due to her
memory loss, she is imperfect and almost incomplete, but she finds the
missing piece of her through finding her family. We feel that no one is
perfect, but through the Knole family we can find positivity and happiness.
Thank you.

DGGS’s 2017/2018 House Team Captains
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Physics Trip to
CERN Geneva
Waking up at four am is not my idea of
fun. I rolled out of bed and practically
straight into the car, not truly becoming sentient until I
downed a coffee. By the time I reached school it was
still an ungodly hour.
The coach journey passed without incident as the
chance of traffic or even encountering any other
human being at five in the morning is extremely
unlikely. Again, going through customs was relatively
easy with only a few people having to be searched
(most definitely not me). After they had opened my
suitcase and managed to undo my immaculate
packing, we were
ready to continue
forward.
The
flight
was
surprisingly pleasant
even with a slight
delay and we touched
down in Geneva at
around half twelve.
The hostel had a really
nice atmosphere from
what I could see when
we dropped off our
bags before heading to
McDonald’s
which,
although a lot pricier than England, was also a lot nicer.
The first activity on the itinerary was a trip to the
United Nations (which I, for one, was excited about,
not only because of its appearance in the most recent
Captain America film). We received a tour from a
lovely member of staff and got to visit iconic places
such as Miquel Barcelo's Dome and the Council
Chamber. There was also an amazing view of Mont
Blanc and a gift shop which was greatly ignored by us
for fear of the extortionate prices.
The next day was the star of the show with a trip to
CERN and a trip to the Patek Phillipe museum. Visiting
CERN was an amazing experience, we were shown
around by Vince who tested us on world flags (we
failed) and showed us an amazing projected video
concerning the founding of CERN and the building of
their first collider (one of many). We also got to see an
informative 3D video about the hadron collider and
saw models and scale paintings of the collider which
were both incredibly interesting and good instagram
opportunities. It must be mentioned that CERN also
had an amazing canteen with great food and prices, of
which I was a fan.
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I wasn’t sure what to expect from a watch museum.
It certainly doesn’t sound like a most thrilling
adventure and I was very against funding Switzerland’s
luxury watch economy (which is their main export).
However the museum was really interesting and nice.
We had to put our phones and bags in lockers down
stairs and without our phones the irony was not lost
on us that we were in a watch museum yet none of us
knew the time. Mr Jennings explained the mechanisms
used in watches using our knowledge of physics and an
interesting large moving model the museum had. After
looking at the science side of things we did admittedly
spend some time trying to locate the most sparkly
thing in the museum, which had to be between a
diamond encrusted pocket watch and sapphire AND
diamond encrusted pocket watch.
The last day provided
more of a chance to
experience Swiss culture.
We went on a narrated
boat tour of Lake Geneva
getting to see famous
sites such as, again, Mont
Blanc, the little mermaid
statue and the Geneva
Fountain. We had some
free time to look around
the city which my group
spent at a famous market
and buying chocolate for
both ourselves and our
families. The last scheduled activity was a cable car
near the border to France. The views were amazing
and the cable car itself was a great experience that I
would recommend to others. Then it was back to the
hostel to pick up our bags and head back to the
airport.
The trip was a great experience. I got to learn about
the research which provides the information we learn,
experience Swiss culture and make new friends. I
would definitely recommend this trip to others.
Evie 12E
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Sports News
DGGS COLOURS
DGGS have introduced a new awards system that will be operating within
Physical Education and Dance. The system that we have introduced is
Sporting Colours.
Colours are to be awarded to students for excellence, participation in and
dedication to sport at Dartford Grammar School for Girls. Nominations are
discussed at the end of each full term and those students that are judged to
merit school colours will be awarded them in celebration assembly.

FULL COLOURS
These are awarded for excellence in Sport. Students are presented with a
certificate and embroidered flash to sew on to their PE skort. To merit a full
colour, students must:
Show excellent commitment to training
Perform at an outstanding level
Represent the school in sport
Demonstrate excellent sportsmanship
Show a positive sporting attitude
HALF COLOURS
These are awarded for commitment to Sport. Students are presented with
a certificate and embroidered flash to sew on to their PE skort. To merit a
half colour, students must:
Show commitment to training
Demonstrate improvements in performance
Demonstrate excellent sportsmanship
Show a very positive attitude towards sport
Demonstrate helpful behaviour
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Sports News continued
Congratulations go to our first set of Colours winners:
Full Colour for Netball – Charlotte 8L, Eleanor 9C
Full Colour for Football – Christabel 8C
Full Colour for Swimming – Nia 8C, Sophie 8H, Lucia 8P, Clio 10I, Amelia 10P, Maddie 10H, Charlotte
10H, Alice 11C
Full Colour for Trampolining – Nancy 9H, Jenna 10P, Amber 10C, Isabella 11I
Full Colour for Dance – Rachael 10K
Full Colour for Cross Country – Charlotte 8P, Emma 9L, Camille 10P, Amelia 10P, Claudia 11K
Half Colour for Netball – Mayowa 7K, Elise 7C, Freya 7K, Molly 8L, Rhea 8K, Anjola 8K, Megan 9H, Isobel 9I, Amy 9H
Half Colour for Football– Olivia 7C, Jasmine 7I, Precious 8K, Nissi 8H, Sharon 9L, Megan 9H
Half Colour for Swimming– Hannah 9C
Half Colour for Trampolining – Grace 7K, Josie 7K, Katie 8I, Erisa 9P, Lauren 10K, Hollie 10I, Jessica 10P
Half Colour for Dance – Shreya 8H, Daisy 9H, Mia 9K
Half Colour for Cross Country – Libby 10I
Mrs Jerbi
Acting Curriculum Area Leader: Physical Education
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Sports News continued
Netball tournament successes
U12 Netball teams A and B competed in a Dartford Borough Netball
Competition held at DSTC on Thursday 9th March.

DGGS A team came 1st. DGGS B team came 2nd.
Both unbeaten in their groups and played so well! A fantastic
achievement.
Squad A
A - Leyla 7H, Lauren 7L, Freya 7K, Mayowa 7K, Katie 7C, Elise Abatan,
Maddie 7L, Corona 7L, Molly 7C

Squad B
Siena 7L, Ramisha 7C, Rhea 7C, Carol 7H, Esha 7L, Minta 7H, Phoebe 7K,
Taonga 7L
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Sports News continued
U13 Netball teams A and B competed in a Dartford Borough Netball on
Monday 13th March.

DGGS A team came 1st. DGGS B team came 5th
Well done to all the girls involved!
Squad A
Lottie 8H, Maddie 8C, Lucy 8K, Charlotte 8L Anjola 8K, Precious 8K, Molly
8L
Squad B
Benita 8K, Emmy 8L, Amelia 8K, Ewaoluwa 8K, Katie 8I, Rhea 8K

On Tuesday 7th March, Year 11 GCSE
Dance students performed in a mock
examination evening. Parents and
carers were invited to watch students
perform their exam work for all units
of the course and students were given
feedback on all of their practical work
after the evening. Students worked
tirelessly on the lead up to the evening
and delivered some amazing
performances. Their performance of
Unit 3 was especially impressive and I
am very proud of their
professionalism. For Unit 4b, students
perform in each other’s
choreographies. Many students
performed in multiple choreographies
alongside making their own. The
practical examination is on Friday 5th
May and students now have the
remaining time until then to apply
their feedback, make changes and
finish their work. Well done to all
those who performed on the evening;
your support of each other was
something to be proud of.
Miss Longley:
Head of Year 10
Teacher: Dance, Physical Education
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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United Kingdom Mathematics
Trust Team Challenges
On the 22nd February a team of four
students represented DGGS in a regional final
of the UKMT Maths Team Challenge. Thinesa
9K and Layla 9I and Ellie 8L and Aleena 8I,
made up the team. Layla was the only one
who had participated before and here are her
impressions of the day.
“The venue of the competition was St.
Olave’s School, which also hosted the event
last year. Dozens of different schools attended
– children in school uniforms of all the colours
you could imagine were present!
I really enjoy the UKMT Maths Challenges
because they teach you how to think outside
the box. I find that the hardest part of the
UKMT questions is figuring out where to even
start - how you can possibly work out the
diagonal of this trapezium or the volume of
this pyramid, with the very little information
you are provided with?
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although I’ll be too old to compete in the
team round next year, I hope to be able to
take part in the individual competition.”
Ellie Campbell was participating for the first
time this year. Here are her thoughts about
the experience.
“We had been meeting for a few weeks to
practise some of the tasks we would have to
complete during the day, so we were
prepared for what was ahead.
Throughout the course of the day, we
competed in four tasks which challenged us
individually and as a team. The questions in
each task were testing but we spoke amongst
the team to figure out the possible methods
and answers.
The first event consisted of us being given
10 worded questions to work out in 45
minutes. Although this seemed like a long
time, we worked till the very end, checking
our answers with each other and making sure
we hadn’t made any obvious mistakes.
One event was a relay race, which meant
our team was split in half and separated
across the hall. We had to collect a question
from the front as fast as possible and get the
correct answer, within two attempts, in order
to get the point and the next question to pass
on to the other half of the team. We tried to
work as quickly as possible since many marks
could be made here, depending on how many
you answered. Fun events like the relay kept
The competition consisted of four
us moving and the whole day was made
rounds. Whilst the first team round was
exciting. We were able to experience maths in
rather straightforward and similar to a test we new ways.
may receive at school, the other rounds were
Half way through the events, the top five
unique and required strategy. For example, in teams were announced and we were one of
the Cross-Number, where two students work them. We realised that we had the chance of
on the across clues and the other two work on doing very well, and were motivated to keep
the down clues, you often need the other
trying our hardest to collect all of the marks
team, with their clues, to fill in part of the
that we could, even though we knew how
cross-number to allow you to do your
skilled some of the other teams were.
clue. But to do that clue, very often they will
For the final two events, we worked our
need you to fill in something too!
hardest and then had to wait for the results to
My favourite round has to be the Relay
come back. The top three schools were
Race. Luckily, I was partnered with Aleena,
announced first and unfortunately we weren’t
who is a very keen runner – she must have
one of them, but we were told where we
been so tired, going this way and that, giving finished and we came 4th out of the 31 schools
in our answers to the teacher and then
involved. We saw this as an achievement as
sprinting off to give the next question to
there were many teams and some of the
Thinesa and Ellie!
questions were presented in ways we had
Overall, DGGS did very well in the
never seen. We returned to school feeling
competition, coming 4th out of 31 teams! I
proud of our position and grateful for the
was very proud of our achievements, and,
experience we were given.”
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Many congratulations to the whole team. They had a
great day out and showed what excellent mathematicians
they are as well as finishing in a great position against very
tough opposition.
Ms Lyons
Teacher: Mathematics

On 2nd February 64 students from Years’ 9-11 sat the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge. This is a national
competition which challenges student’s Mathematical and logical reasoning skills with students aiming to
achieve a Gold, Silver or Bronze awards. This year we achieved a large number of awards which included a
Gold for Lucie 10L who also achieved the Best in School award. Thinesa 9K and Emem 11I and also achieved
Gold and Silver awards and were the best in year for Year 9 and 11 respectively.
We would like to congratulate all of the students who participated in this competition and wish those students
who qualified for the European Kangaroo competition.
Lucie 10L describes her experience of the challenge
A couple of weeks ago, some students from Year 9, 10 and 11 competed in the UKMT intermediate maths
challenge. The maths challenge is a series of 25 multiple choice questions; all based around different aspects of
mathematics including those along the lines of logic and sequences. It is hard to compare the maths challenge
to questions that we learn and do in lessons, as they are worded and asked completely differently. It is quite
challenging and really demands you think in a different way in order to understand the questions. In addition
to this, some questions, if answered incorrectly, deduct points from your total score. The thought of this whilst
doing the challenge makes you hesitate to guess an answer, as you know it could cause your score to decrease.
Despite this, I would still say that the maths challenge is an interesting yet difficult way of tackling and doing
maths. The test makes you think a lot more than you normally would, and in a bizarre way, is a lot more
enjoyable than a ‘normal’ maths test.

Senior European Kangaroo Competition
We would like to congratulate Xinyu 13F for achieving a qualification certificate.
Mrs Statton
Director of Mathematics

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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DGGS - Champion School for
National Citizens Service
DGGS has been awarded 'Champion School Status' as one of the NCS's most engaged
schools. NCS in this area is run through Charlton Athletic Community Trust, and on Friday 10th March, their CEO, Jason Morgan MBE, came to talk to Year 11 in an assembly
about the importance of developing their skills outside the classroom and encouraged
them to push themselves out of their comfort zone. An employer of over 150 staff, he
explained the importance of going beyond good grades, and not being a 'couch potato'. When looking at job applications, he noted that he is impressed by those who make
a big effort to give back to the community and learn new skills.
Massively subsidised by the government, DGGS already has 40 students from Year 11
taking advantage of this fantastic scheme. Having spent a week on a residential, trying
out new activities and getting to know new people, the students then spend a week in a
University Halls of Residence focusing on skills employers look for, and finally have an
opportunity to give back to their community. The NCS sets students up with interviews
and assists them with applications and opportunities. The government invests over
£1000 for each placement, meaning that students only pay a maximum of £50. It is a
nationwide scheme, open to 16 and 17 year old students each year.
NCS presented our award to Ramya (12B) and Priya (12B) who took part in the
scheme last year and found it hugely beneficial.
Justine Greening, Education Secretary said last year, "I want to congratulate all the
‘champion schools’ and thank them for their hard work and commitment helping young
people across the country gain vital skills that will help them get on in life and fulfil their
potential."
Miss Kellett: Assistant Headteacher
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NCS (National Citizen Service) is an excellent opportunity to create new friends with people
you don’t usually associate with, and to get out of your comfort zones in order to try something new. We both participated on the programme last year (one of us during summer and
the other during autumn). One aspect of NCS involved going on a residential trip with our
teams made up of people in our local area, staying at the University of Canterbury, and creating a social action plan in aid of a charity which then we had to carry forward. Despite the
fact that we both went on completely different programmes, we both can easily agree that
NCS definitely had a lot of memorable moments and that we enjoyed every minute of it. So
much so that we didn’t want our NCS journey to end and we became ambassadors for our
school where we encourage other people to partake in NCS so that they can have the time of
their lives, just like we did. Overall from our experience we have developed and improved our
confidence and our team building skills, which are so important for the future. It all starts at
yes!
Ramya 12B
Priya 12E
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Tate Modern trip
st

On Tuesday 21 February, art students from years 9, 10 and 11 went to the Tate
Modern on a trip organised by Ms. Bamsey. Each group had a different timetable for
the day ahead. We visited all four levels including the viewing platform on Level 10
which had views across London. We visited the Robert Rauschenberg where we did
some drawings from his work to later use in our classwork. Rauschenberg was a mixedmedia artist who used unusual materials including cardboard boxes, clothing,
umbrellas and even a stuffed goat in his work!
We also looked around the paintings, sculptures, films and installations in the
permanent collections. For one of our assignments we had to try to find examples of
natural and organic artwork that we could use as inspiration for our current topic. We
then had to find a piece of work that we were particularly drawn to, sketch from it and
research it so we could do a presentation to the class back in school.
Back in class we used all of the information we collected in the day including notes
and sketches, postcards and our Rauschenberg tickets to make a documentation page.
It was a really useful day and we came away learning about artists we hadn’t heard of
before which will hopefully inspire our next topic.
The photo was taken of a group of Year 9’s in front of an interactive artwork
called “Liquid Crystal Environment” by Gustav Metzger where you could cast your
shadow against the projections on the walls.
Isabel 9P & Katherine 9P

Year 12 and 13 Fine Art Visit
Following hot on the tails of the KS4 Fine Art students, the Year 12 and 13 students also went to the Robert Rauschenberg
and in addition the Wolfgang Tillmans exhibition at the Tate Modern. Seeing a solo show of an artist can be incredibly
enlightening and can help students to access artists who within a book or on the internet could easily be missed.
Here are some of the comments from the students who attended:
“Rauschenberg, an abstract expressionist painter, creates art through various media and methods, breaking boundaries of
conventional art. Viewing his photography, paintings and videos I was inspired by the way he portrayed a story through his
work. Experimentation and exploration of materials were clear throughout the exhibition. I would like to take inspiration
from his prints and layering of colours by using silk screens to print some of my own images.” Isha 13E.
“From viewing Tillmans’ work, I have been inspired to look into social spaces, and the deeper meaning within these. I wish to
look more into isolated spaces but taking a step forward and photographing isolated places that are often seen as crowded
social spaces, this I feel would further emphasise the theme I explore.” Rinko 13E.
It is rewarding to see the students’ artwork developing and showing visible signs of the influence of the trip. We hope
that you will also be able to see this impact in the work which will be on display at their A level exhibition this summer, more
details to follow.

Mrs Oliver: Joint
Curriculum Area
Leader: Art and
Design
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The National Saturday Club for Art
and Design at Ravensbourne and
Rochester University
For the past four months, 14 lucky DGGS Fine Art students have been
attending the free National Saturday Art Club run by talented degree
lecturers at Rochester and Ravensbourne University. Each Saturday,
students attend a 3 hour workshop where they are taught specialist skills and
processes in masterclass style sessions spanning a range of Art and Design
areas such as printing, ceramics, photography, fashion, life drawing,
experimental drawing and many more. Students have recently attended a
free trip to exhibitions in London as part of the scheme and have also had
their artwork exhibited at Saint Martin’s College in London, which is a
fantastic experience! At the end of this academic year, their outcomes will be
exhibited at Somerset House in London.
Here is a taster of some of their experiences:
‘I alongside 6 other DGGS students have been given the opportunity to attend the
‘National Saturday Club’ at Ravensbourne University. This club runs for 3 hours
every Saturday over the course of 30 weeks and has so far been amazing! Each
week we are experimenting with different media and have recently had our portrait
collages exhibited at Central Saint Martins which was a great achievement and
experience! In summer 2017, our artwork that we will produce will be exhibited in
Somerset House in London.
On the 4th of March, Ravensbourne University gave us the opportunity to attend
a masterclass at Standpoint Studios in Hoxton, London. During this opportunity, we
were allowed to choose two specialist classes out of three. Jodie and I chose to
attend the letter press printing and etching workshops to learn and develop these
skills and processes. During the masterclass, we got to explore the professional
studio as well as make our own prints that delivered a message that was important
to us. The process of letter press printing and etching was explained thoroughly to
us, meaning we got to use the machines ourselves to create our own letter press
and mono prints, which was highly rewarding and inspiring.
Here is our letter press print, which was ‘Don’t hit kids… No seriously, they have
guns now!’ This was meant to come across as quite humorous as well as conveying
a serious message, which affects society
so much today.
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Attending this club regularly has already improved my skills majorly and the ideas I have gained has had an
impact on my GCSE art work. I as well as the other students think this is a phenomenal opportunity and cannot
wait to attend more Saturday sessions.

Paupers Press Etching studio
Rafa 10L
Dada inspired collage by Evangeline Sagalla:
My collage about current affairs, inspired by Dada, shows the expectations of women to be the “perfect”
woman. I used two different photos of women and purposely used larger eyes and lips to show the beauty
standards of women in today’s society. I used hand gestures of cutting with scissors and a saw to show the
violent impact that pressuring women to fit into the beauty standards’ mould that society has created. The DIY
tools show that women are treated like objects and the scissors which cut the earphones show the loss of
identity that women have when they are forced to change themselves to please society. Identity loss is also
enforced by the scratching out of the model’s freckles and tattoo.
I am so pleased that so many of our students are taking part
in this fantastic scheme and I cannot wait to see their
exhibition at Somerset House in the summer. It has been so
inspiring hearing all about their experiences from the
previous week and what they have learnt , this should
hopefully help our students to make more informed choices
about their future, university courses and careers that they
wish to aim for.
Details of this exhibition in Somerset House will be
distributed nearer the time should you wish to see the
outcomes of the initiative and get a flavour of what they
have achieved. The course should be running again next
year so hopefully more students will continue to partake in
the future.
Miss Ford
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Art & Design

Evangeline Sagalla 10H
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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News from the Props team
You may remember the spectacular Animal Farm headdresses that were
made by our props team last year. They have now taken on the challenge of
working on three productions at the same time: The School Production of
The Tempest, The Dance Show and the KS3/Year 9 Production in term 6.
The team is led by Mrs Bartley, who first recruited students last year.

Mrs Bartley now has an enthusiastic group of mostly Textiles students from
Years 9, 10,12 and 13 including Helen 12E, Roxanne 12B, Maisie 12B, Victoria
12C, Sadana 12E, Elizabeth 13D , Freya 12C, Molly 12A, Eleanor 9C, Mollie 9P,
Ella 9H, Nancy 9H, Naomi 10H, Nabiha 10H, Amelia 10C, Lucy 12B, Naomi 12C,
Polina 9L, Leoni 9P, Mia 9K, Nicole 9H plus various students who have helped
last minute to put hats together for the dance show.
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For the Tempest, they are creating an ingenious rotating set and several costumes. The Dance Show
headdresses feature tall ‘feathers’, which have been challenging to keep securely upright!
These projects are of immense value to our students, giving them many technical skills and also the
enjoyment of working in a really creative team. Some of our students have gone on to study subjects
such as Costume, Special Effects and Prosthetics at University in recent years.
Julie Evans-Wild
Curriculum Team Leader: Arts and Technology
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Parliament Trip
Like other classes in the past, this year’s
Year 12 Government and Politics set visited
Parliament (Monday 6th February 2017) and
afterwards had a meeting with Dartford’s
MP, Gareth Johnson for a wide-ranging
discussion of Parliament and politics.
The first part of our visit was in the form
of a tour of the Palace of Westminster,
including the House of Lords, the House of
Commons and many of the other rooms in
which our representatives go about their
business.
In terms of political knowledge nothing
massively new was discovered from the tour
but instead it was more of a reiteration of
what we knew from our studies. But we did
learn a lot of the history and traditions of the
Palace of Westminster, such as the Queen’s
route through Parliament for her speech via
the royal chambers, which are technically
part of the House of Lords. We learned
about the Great Fire of 1834 and how this
meant the Houses of Parliament had to be
completely rebuilt in the style favoured by
the Victorians, in imitation of the building
styles of the Middle Ages.
The entrance hall to the House of
Commons lobby was actually once the House
of Commons itself, which met originally in a
chapel. The chapel had the normal two-sided
structure, which was carried over into all
future versions of the structure of the
Commons, with the result that we have the
only Parliament in the world in which
members sit facing each other directly
instead of in a semi-circular formation.
In the lobbies before entering both the
Lords chamber and the Commons there are
statues around all the walls in memory of
political leaders who have been selected in
the light of their significance to the politics of
their day and age. The most recent addition
is Margaret Thatcher: a she-devil to some,
the nation’s saviour in the eyes of others.
The whole class made predictions as to
whose would be the next statue to be placed
in the empty bay. Personally I would assume
it to be Tony Blair because of his innovative
style of government and how he became the
reason people voted Labour, until he grew to
be more important than his party after his
second election, a course which very soon
led to the invasion of Iraq.
Our political knowledge was enriched by
our talk with Gareth Johnson, the
Conservative MP for Dartford. We covered
many hot topics of the moment like the

Donald Trump presidency and the Brexit
vote as well as issues in relation to Dartford,
Mr Johnson’s constituency and the place
with which all the students are connected if
not as residents and soon-to-be voters then
at least as members of our Dartford school.
Much of our discussion of Mr Trump
dwelt upon the more negative aspects of a
situation in which Trump is the 'leader of the
free world'. Mr Johnson offered us the
comforting reminder that the personal
powers of the American President are more
limited than you might think thanks to the
mechanisms of checks and balances through
which the American system operates. He
also advised us not to judge Trump on a few
weeks in office but to sit back and see how
the situation pans out for a period of time
before coming to our conclusions.
Many members of the class were against
the outcome of the Brexit vote, with some
even being activists on the ‘Remain’ side. Mr
Johnson maintained a calm and balanced
approach, as he would not himself have
gone for a Brexit vote, but feels bound to
respect it and believes, that instead of
continuing to contest the outcome, people
are better off pulling together and working
as a team to overcome the issues in relation
to leaving the European Union. Continued
wrangling will only prolong divisions and do
us financial damage.
We grappled with the thorny issue of
how far MPs are entitled to express their
own views in their parliamentary activities
and votes in relation to Brexit, and how far
they are obliged to bow to the will of the
people as expressed in the outcome of the
referendum.
Mr Johnson also highlighted to us that
Dartford will be receiving no less than 4.8
million pounds to rejuvenate its town centre,
allowing for the creation of a new plaza and
a face-lift for the High Street. Mr Johnson
took the opportunity not just to answer
questions but to ask us what we thought
about a range of issues of the day.
The whole day was an enjoyable way of
learning about Parliament and the role of
Members of Parliament, our engagement
with these issues enormously stimulated by
taking place at the very centre of our
country’s political life. We would like to
express our thanks to Mr Johnson’s office for
arranging the visit and to Mr Johnson for
giving so generously of his time.
Kieran 12D
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Dartford Girls Go Non-Nuclear

On Thursday March 16th all the students and staff had a chance to vote on whether Britain should keep its nuclear
weapons or not. As far as the majority vote at DGGS is concerned, the moment has come for this country to get rid of
its nuclear weapons.
There had been a great deal of activity leading up to the final vote throughout the two weeks during which the
campaign was conducted. The Year 12 Politics class began the process of creating the DGGS annual Political Exercise by
first coming up with a huge array of possible questions that might be suitable for the exercise. These were collated into
a list and the class voted on which was the most interesting and important issue. The nuclear weapons question was the
most favoured. The question was: ‘Should the UK keep or get rid of its nuclear weapons?’ The class divided into ‘Yes’
and ‘No’ parties for the purposes of the campaign, many in accordance with their convictions though some sportingly
took up the contrary case for the sake of argument.
The foundations of each campaign were the creation of a name, logo and propaganda to put up around the school.
Each campaign was divided into sub-sections and handed to individuals to do research and bulk out the argument
before gathering all of the information into the campaign’s speech. The school became plastered in posters and
propaganda from each side. The arguments were presented fully in two whole-school assemblies through pictures and
speeches on Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th. On the Wednesday an open question session was held at lunchtime for
anyone in the school to attend to further question each side. This pretty soon turned into a heated debate between
speakers on the platform and several of the participants from among the sixth form and the lower school.
Thursday was voting day and the Politics class gathered in the Hall to prepare. Voting tables were set out, class lists
were printed and signs were placed. A designated photographer (see results with this write-up) took pictures of the setup and of the students as they began to flow through the doors to cast their votes. Throughout an hour and a half, most
of the student body decided which side they favoured and the voting slips were counted soon after. The ‘Get rid of
nuclear weapons’ side had won. The whole class participated in counting and calculating and soon there were
percentages and numbers and turnout figures to show precisely how DGGS had voted. The mood was intense and the
losing side had to fulfil their promise of buying the others chocolate which, luckily, was kept.
Each of us was able to find our own role in the process and got to deepen our knowledge on the topic. We also got a
chance to express the political passion we all have through various types of communication, and we really got to engage
with the whole school, which we all felt to be a rewarding and fulfilling – indeed a unique – experience. Ellie 12E

The Result
Referendum on Great Britain having nuclear weapons
Should Great Britain keep its nuclear weapons or get rid of its nuclear weapons?
Votes
313

%
43.8

402

56.2

Keep nuclear weapons
Get rid of nuclear weapons
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Philanthropic update
Battersea Newsletter Piece
During the second week of the Spring term, the philanthropic team held a
collection for Battersea Dogs & Cats Home, asking for donations of dog toys,
cat toys, blankets and other suitable items. This is always a busy term for us,
with student leadership changeover and a short term to work in, so we
were overjoyed with the positive response from the students. We collected
two large bags of items, mostly small toys for both dogs and cats, which I
will be taking to our local Battersea (Brands Hatch) branch over Easter. I am
sure the residents will be very happy with their new toys and blankets, and
we would like to thank everyone for working together to make this
collection happen. This was my last activity with the philanthropic team,
and I wish the new team all the best for the coming year.
Megan 13E
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Charity Swim Sensation
Dior (8H) successfully completed her one mile sponsored swim on Sunday 26th
March at Strood Sports Centre, single-handedly raising over £2,700 in aid of a hospice
who cared for her grandmother.
Dior swam fantastically, and is donating the money raised to The Wisdom Hospice in
Rochester who looked after her terminally ill grandmother, who sadly passed away
on 17.2.17.
Dior felt that by doing this swim she would be able to give something back to the hospice which is mainly run by volunteers and would also be able to raise awareness for
anyone who is or has been affected by cancer.
People are still able to donate to this cause via the just giving page below; if you
would like to donate, please do so on the link below.
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/luan-bonello1
A huge well done to Dior on an absolutely superb achievement!
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ON IT LIKE A SONNET
Congratulations to Mr McGinty on winning the staff Shakespeare’s
Sonnet competition on Monday 27th March. His superb rendition of Sonnet
130 (‘My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun’)) was worthy of a Royal
Shakespeare Company audition and left the student judges in no doubt
about who deserved first place!
Mrs di Stefano (Sonnet 116 ‘ Let me not to the marriage of true minds’)
and myself (Sonnet 141 ‘In faith I do not love thee with mine eyes’) were
runners-up.
The stress of memorising and reciting a mere 14 lines of poetry to a
panel of judges made us realise what an extraordinarily difficult thing it is
we ask students to do for the main Poetry by Heart event in November
each year – they learn TWO poems which can be anything up to 80 lines
long. Deep respect!
Many thanks to our judges Holly 13A, Anahita 10C and Aleena 8I for
staying after school to judge and to Mrs di Stefano and Mr McGinty for
being such good sports and challenging themselves.
Hope to see many more staff taking part next year!
Mrs MacKenzie
English Teaching Assistant

Nepal Expedition Preparation
As part of our preparation for the expedition to Nepal, the True Adventure
team and a mix of Year 12 and 13 students went on a training weekend to
Meopham. As part of this training, we were required to go on a 9-mile hike
carrying our day packs which we will be taking with us to Nepal. After the trek,
we had to cook for ourselves as well as camp in the field overnight in the
extremely cold conditions. The team did a really good job of planning the meals
and selected individuals did fantastically at cooking using the limited
equipment given to us, especially considering we catered for twenty. The
whole team
wore every
layer they
brought with
them due to
the cold, but
even after
layering up, the
cold weather
was still some
of the coldest
we had ever
experienced.
ISSUE 46
MARCH
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The weekend away was extremely
informative, but it also allowed us develop and
start to gel as a team and become excited for
the opportunity to travel to a country that is
so diverse and different from what we
experience in our day to day lives. There was
lots of technical information that we were
given such as how to approach situations
where someone was injured and we learnt to
work as a team and look after one another
when we are in an unfamiliar and possibly
dangerous situation. The True Adventure team
were also very welcoming and made us all feel
at ease with the situation which helped every
single person to feel better prepared for the
upcoming months.
Everyone had a really good
time together and the spirit
that the teams kept up
throughout our time away was
a positive indicator of the
mood that we will bring when
we travel through some hard
conditions in Nepal, in order to
make the trip a memorable
experience for us all.
Jodie 12C
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FPTA Spring Update
This Year’s Fundraising Targets
We are aiming to raise sufficient funds to provide the school with the following equipment.

DEPARTMENTS
Physics

Biology

MFL

PE

4 x Joly
Bulbs and
Pressure
Gauges

5-10 LED
Microscopes

Linguascope subscription for 1
year

Student Football Kit Pack

Chemistry

Teaching Aids
(Visualisers),
Concept
Cartoons,
Acrylic Boards
If any local business would like to sponsor all or part of this, we would be most grateful. We
estimate this to cost in the region of £5,000. This is a massive target, but not unachievable.

Dates For Your Diary
FPTA Events




Spring Quiz Show, Thursday 20th of April (7pm)
Summer Fair, Sunday 2nd of July (Timings tbc)
Halloween Disco, Thursday 20th of October (Timings t.b.c)

Volunteers Needed for Various School Events



Dance Show, Wednesday 26th of April
Year 7 Parents Evening, Dates TBC

We are also considering a number of further events and always welcome ideas and
suggestions from you. Offers of help are also always welcome!

Sign Me Up!
We understand that time is precious and people cannot commit to meetings. However, if
you can offer any ideas, resources, offers of raffle prizes, volunteering to help at school
events or any good business contacts – then please do contact us.
Email us at dggsfpta@gmail.com

Thank you!
Thanks to everyone for your fundraising efforts, whether through organising events, helping
at events or spending money and attending these events. The FPTA relies on volunteers to
organise and run fundraising events. This is your child’s school and without your active
involvement, the FPTA will not be able to raise the funds to pay for those important ‘extras’.
The more parents who participate, the more money we can raise and the more we can
achieve for our children.

ISSUE 46

If you would like to join the FPTA please take a few minutes to fill in this form- https://goo.gl/
forms/jxxLTx0P44OHbcJC3
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TTHURSDAY 20th APRILDAY

£4 PER
PERSON

Max 6 per
Team

TO BOOK TICKETS ONLINE:
miskly.com/ng
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Key Dates
Friday 31st March

End of Term 4

Tuesday 18th April

Start of Term 5

Wednesday 19th April

JAWDANCE poetry event – Year 10, 11, 13

Wednesday 19th April

Romeo & Juliet theatre trip – Year 10, 11

Wednesday 19th April

FPTA Spring Quiz night

Thursday 27th April

Year 9 Parent Consultation evening

Thursday 27th April

UKMT Junior Maths Challenge, Year 7, 8

Thursday 4th May

Year 12 Intervention Evening

Friday 5th May

Progress Reports home – Year 7, 8, 9, 10, 12

Thursday 11th May

Year 7 Parent Consultation evening

Friday 12th May

Progress Reports home – Year 11, 13

Friday 26th May

End of Term 5
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