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Dear Parents/Carers,
For our Year 11, 12 and 13 students,
Term 3 has included GCSE, AS Level and A
Level mock exams which, for the first time,
have taken place in our Sports Hall. This has
provided an excellent venue away from the
rest of the school, thus promoting a very
purposeful, quiet location to support
students whilst taking their exams.
Following the success of this trial, all future
public examinations will take place in the
Sports Hall. Last week, Year 11
received their mock results as
part of a special assembly where
they were given their grades in an
envelope, in a similar way to how
they will receive them in the
summer, whilst the Sixth Form
students are given their results by
their subject teachers. Although
students in all year groups are
always keen to know their grades,
the mocks are very much part of
the learning process; it is most
important that students reflect,
with their teachers, about how they did,
and where they need to focus their efforts
and seek extra support, if needed, over the
coming weeks and months. We have every
confidence that with a very positive,
determined attitude and much hard work,
they can all achieve the grades they are
aiming for in the summer.
Whilst the mock exams have been a
focus for the older year groups, there have
also been numerous different activities and
trips across the school, which complement
the taught curriculum and support
students’ learning.In addition, we have held
inter-house swimming galas and hosted the
Kent Schools Trampolining Competition,
with over 80 of our students taking part
(and doing very well indeed!). In whole
school assemblies this week, we have
listened to speeches from the new
prospective Head Students in Year 12, with
students in all year groups having the
opportunity to vote for the students who

they feel will be best for the roles. The
prospective Head Students will also have a
formal interview with me, Mrs Kidd and
Miss Kellett at the start of Term 4, as part
of the recruitment process. Other senior
student leadership positions will be
confirmed shortly after, including House
Captains, House Prefects and our
Philanthropic Society Leaders. At this point,
I would like to thank our excellent Head
Students, Emily and Patrick for their hard
work, dedication and
commitment over the last 12
months, in addition to the
other Year 13 Student
Leaders, who have made
such a difference and
supported the school and
students in so many ways.
The Headteacher Parents’
Surgeries for Term 4 are on
Thursday 2nd March from
4pm to 6pm and Wednesday
22nd March from 4pm to
6pm. If you would like to
make an appointment to talk to me at my
Parents’ Surgeries, please contact my PA,
Mrs Lorraine Hamlyn on extension 237 or
by email
l.hamlyn@dartfordgrammargirls.kent.sch.u
k. All appointments are initially for 20
minutes, with follow up appointments
made where required. It is often helpful if
parents/carers can inform me of any
specific queries in advance of the meeting
so that I may have answers to any
particular questions. Parents/carers are
also encouraged to contact subject
teachers, form tutors or the Head of Year
with any queries or concerns.
Finally I would like to wish all our
families a safe and enjoyable half term
break. We look forward to welcoming back
all students to Term 4 on Monday 20th
February.
Sharon Pritchard
Headteacher
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Governor News
The Governing Body continues to conduct
its business through sub-committees: Student
Support and Curriculum, Staffing, Admissions,
Health and Safety/Environment and
Management/Strategy and Finance. All
Governors are members of one or two of
these committees, details of the committee
structures and membership are available on
the school website.
Currently, six full Governing Body
meetings are held each academic year to
discuss various matters including the School
Development Plan, progress,
recommendations and to approve decisions
including ratification of statutory school
policies. Monitoring of finances (Main Fund
and Voluntary Fund) is undertaken by the
Management/Strategy/Finance committee as
well as at FGB meetings on a quarterly basis.
Governors’ attendance records for these
meetings are also available on the school
website.
This term has involved students in mock
examinations for GCSEs and A levels which
took place in the sports hall for the first time,
this was made possible by the purchase of
new floor covering that allowed the desks and
chairs to be used without causing any damage
to the specialist flooring in the sports hall.

This facility now provides a quieter
environment for students sitting
examinations well away from the movement
of other students between lessons in the
main school buildings.
The Governors, in conjunction with Mrs
Pritchard and the Senior Leadership Team,
continue to look for and explore
opportunities to improve the school facilities
and school environment in an increasingly
challenging financial climate for all schools
nationally. The new boiler and heating system
that has been installed for this academic year
has certainly had a very positive impact on
the learning environment for students and
staff alike and the building has been
noticeably warmer in these winter months
than in previous years.
If you wish to contact the Governing body
on any matter, please contact me via the
School@ e-mail address or in writing, marked
for my attention.
Finally I would like to
wish you all a restful
and enjoyable break
Janice Brooke
Chair of Governors

JAWDANCE Open Mic
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Once again, our fabulously talented Yr10
poets have been wowing audiences with live
performances of their work. This time, at
JAWDANCE, London’s biggest open mic night
for spoken word artists, Aliyah and Anahita
10C took to the stage and held their own
among established
adult poets who
regularly showcase
their work here. This
was our first visit to
RichMix, East London’s
independent arts venue
which hosts JAWDANCE once a month, but it
definitely won’t be our last! Organisers Apples
and Snakes made our students especially
welcome and complimented them on their
writing and performance.
Poets from all different walks of life sign up
on the night from 7.00-7.30pm and 10 names
are drawn from the open mic lucky dip.
Between the featured acts by established
artists, the open mic-ers have 3 minutes each

in which to perform whatever they have
written to the enthusiastic and immensely
supportive audience. Aliyah and Anahita
impressed everyone with their latest work, the
standard of which was indisputably on a par
with that of the older poets. Their talent and
confidence received
rapturous applause and
many compliments from
the audience afterwards.
Headline act Kat Francois,
who rounded off the
evening with a superb
performance of several of her poems, paid
tribute to our students’ poetry before she
began - a real accolade from such a renowned
performance poet.
Well done to all our poets and many thanks to
Ms Saunders for driving the mini bus.
Mrs W Mackenzie
EAL Co-ordinator & English Teaching Assistant

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

PAGE

News from your School Library
Welcome back and a Happy New Year to you all.
This term has started well with so much
enthusiasm for the library. I would like to welcome
our new volunteer librarians starting this term;
Abigail 7C, Oke 7C, Daniella 7I, Cara 7K, Dami,
Jessica and Olivia 7P. It is lovely to see so many
students visiting the library sharing their news,
ideas and recommendations.
Zahra 7P would like to share her volunteering
experience:
I go to the library every day, along with a lot of
other people. When I first came to DGGS, I didn’t
really know anyone, but as soon as I visited the
library, I found myself with a bunch of new friends.
Even though the library is called a library, it doesn’t
necessarily mean that everything there is library
like! At break, it is relatively quiet, whereas at
lunch, so many people come into the library
making it a very energetic place to be. Also, you

can read a book of your choice in the library
whenever you want. In my opinion, it is better to
read with a bustling crowd behind you, rather than
read in a silent, lonely library like most are. Along
with just visiting your friends in the library, you can
also become a librarian, which means you shelve
books, add new ones to our already huge
collection, work on the library computer at lunch
times: so I really recommend being a librarian, I
also recommend coming to the library once in a
while, if not every day. Reading really boosts your
knowledge, you can borrow books for no fee at all
at any library. So come along to the library, maybe
once a week or so and enjoy
the fun and the books. It is
really fun!

Just before our Christmas break Mrs Hoptroff
and I took a small group of student librarians from
Years 7-9 on a trip to London to see Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory – The Musical. The show
was absolutely amazing. The students were
mesmerized by the whole performance. I
thoroughly enjoy arranging the trips for the
student librarians. I am always open to
suggestions for future trips.
Olivia Ughulu 7C has written a review of the trip:
Extravagant, amazing, a complete masterpiece,
these phrases are just a few of the ways to
describe how brilliant the show really was. On
Wednesday 14th December 2016 a group of our
school librarians travelled from Dartford to London
Drury Lane to see the musical of the Roald Dahl
classic, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. The
original book, if you didn’t know, tells the tale of
young Charlie Bucket and a mysterious
confectioner Willy Wonka. It’s full of fun,
imagination and chocolate! This musical rolled it
all into one. The musical is directed by academy
award winner Sam Mendes who most definitely
has some pure imagination. David Greig is the
brain behind this ingenious musical. I was right on

the edge of my seat for the whole 2 hours 30
minutes.
Favourites include Augustus Gloop’s amazing
fall into the chocolate to every ballet step
performed in the dance of Veruca Salt’s encounter
with the squirrels, and to the wild and exciting
effects used in Mike Teevee’s introduction, one
that really got your heart pumping. One which was
truly magnificent was when Violet Beauregarde
had her famous inflation incident. This was true
genius. After Violet had exploded, purple
shimmering bits of confetti fell down over the
audience which definitely surprised me but proved
a handy souvenir to remember this unforgettable
experience.
The show truly was a blast and almost went too
quickly. I absolutely enjoyed it and all those who
watched it could say exactly the same. Some say
Roald Dahl’s Matilda gets to the heart a little more
but I would love to watch every minute of Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory again. Its combination
of the new and the old is definitely one worth
watching.

Zahra 7P

Olivia 7C

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Library News continued

500 words Competition
Calling all Year 7 and 8 budding authors. 500 words is a
national competition open to everyone up to the age of 13
run by Radio 2 presenter Chris Evans. Competition closes
23rd February. If you would like to enter, you can by
submitting a poem, play or dialogue, I am happy to submit it
on your behalf. Check out the link below for further details
and lots of advice on writing a winning story.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
articles/13FxbKl0D1DP80zvWRgw2CK/submit-your-500words-story

Carnegie Shadowing:
Look out for news on the next Carnegie Shadowing event. The shortlist
will be announced on March 17th. Once the shortlist is published I will be
asking for students to sign up to read all 8 books on the shortlist before
19th June when this year’s medal winner will be announced. Our
Carnegie shadowing group will meet in the library once a week to discuss
the books they are reading. All year groups are invited to get involved.
Last year we had 11 students take part. Their reviews of the shortlist
from last year can be read by following the link below. The event is in its
80th year. More information about the event, competitions and how to
get involved can be found by following the second link below

http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/grouphomepages/index.php?
GroupID=12348
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/80-years.php
ISSUE45
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If you are struggling to decide on your next book to read, check out the Year 7 book reviews and
recommendation list. Most books are available in the library:

My Sister lives on the Mantelpiece by Annabel Pitcher
When 20 bombs go off in London, dozens of families are left heartbroken. One
shattered teenage girl is left alone without her twin. Her life is turned upside down
as she struggles to forget the past as the images never leave her….
Now younger brother is finding it hard to understand what happened as he can’t
remember Rose – his dead sister. Their mum walks out and they now have to live
in the countryside with their poor father. Their father is drunk most nights so they
have to live a life built on lies and betrayal.
Reviewed by Georgia 7H

The School of Good and Evil by Soman Chainani.
Two girls in a small poor village: Sophie and Agathe.
Sophie had waited all her life to be kidnapped into an
enchanted world her whole life. There’s a plot twist
when the girls leave, though but I’ll leave the storytelling
to you!
Agathe is the witch girl and Sophie is the princess, what
do their personalities say?
Recommended by Amira 7H

Book recommendations:
School Libraries

I recommend: This Boy by Alan Johnson

Author Cathy Cassidy's thoughts on
the importance of school libraries:
“I see a lot of school libraries on my
travels around the country as a
children’s author - they are often
where my school events begin and
end, with a chat and a coffee and a
meeting with a bunch of superkeen student librarians.” (18/1)
http://www.sla.org.uk/blg-insupport-of-school-libraries.php

Student librarians recommend:

Divergent by Veronica Roth

Apple and Rain by Sarah Crossan

Broken Soup by Jenny Valentine

Wild Swans by Jung Chang

Harry Potter Series by J K Rowling

Binge by Tyler Oakley

A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness

Spooks Apprentice by Joseph Delaney

The Daughter of Fire and Ice by Marie Louise
Jensen

Crimson Thread by Suzanne Wynne

Sherlock Holmes by Arthur Conan Doyle

Bawse by Lily Singh

Leopold Blue – Rosie Rowell

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Library News continued
Here are two poems submitted by students in year 7. I hope you enjoy reading
them:
Friendship Flower by Lauren and Freya 7H
Friendship is like a budding flower.
With trust rising from each petal
Each stem full of hope, care and love,
All the precious gifts – all so rare
And the leaves are greening
As true friends share a lending hand
A smile, laugh and cheer makes the sadness disappear
With roots that tie the friendship knot
So smell the friendship flowers
That grow along friendship lane
Remember petals take years to make and seconds to break
With hope friendship never fades just pulls together unseen
Friendship is like a budding flower.

Secrets by Esha 7L
A new beginning this is,
Like fresh leaves on a tree,
No past nothing to hold me back,
Only one new beginning in my whole life,
No mother or father,
No family or friends,
The drip drops of people’s tears once they find my note:
Echo in my mind.
At night the sky a black blanket,
Glistening stars not to be seen,
Alone in the dark;
No friends to help.
They made this happen:
They provoked it,
Not telling me,
Keeping it a dark and shameful secret,
Secret,
But no more,
I know,
And now they will pay.

ISSUE45
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Have a very restful half term. I look forward to sharing more news and reviews
next term.
Mrs Buckingham
School Librarian
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Young Reporters head to HQ to hone
their skills
Our five intrepid Year 11 Young Reporters set off for the
Sutton headquarters of Newsquest London on Friday 3 rd
February for a workshop with the scheme’s organiser Diana
Jarvis. Having already completed
5 of their 8 articles for the online
version of the News Shopper, the
Young Reporters were taken
through the do’s and don’ts of
article writing with a view to finetuning their 3 remaining pieces.
They will submit their three best
articles to be considered for the
Young Reporters awards later in
the year.
Diana Jarvis shared her wealth
of journalistic experience with the
students, giving them valuable advice about how to write
clearly, concisely and keep to the facts. The skill of writing
newspaper articles is very different from essay writing or
creative writing so they benefitted enormously from the
workshop which included tips on how to write a good
headline and how to structure an article.
Grace 11L, Lauren 11L, Chloe 11C, Alicia 11L and Eleanor
11L also had an opportunity to meet the editor of the
Newsquest Group Andrew Parkes and to quiz him about his

route into journalism. Eleanor commented: “The Young
Reporters trip was definitely worthwhile because it gave me
loads of advice; I spotted a load of mistakes that I was making
myself which will now help me when
writing my last 3 articles. Having feedback
given in the way that it was I found useful
because it allowed me to take on board
criticism and focus on areas for
improvement. It was a nice size group and
spending a valuable amount of time with
Diana Jarvis was a lot of help to my
understanding of the journalism life and
writing. Having the opportunity to go to
the headquarters was special because it
became so much more real and gave me an insight into what
journalism is really about.”
We would like to say a huge thank you to Miss Fisher
for driving the minibus and to everyone else behind the
scenes who works so hard to make such trips possible
for our students.
Mrs W Mackenzie
EAL Co-ordinator & English Teaching Assistant

Senior Maths Challenge Success 2016
Students at Dartford Grammar School for Girls achieved 1
Gold, 2 Silver and 3 Bronze in this year’s UKMT Senior Maths
Challenge. Over 82,000 pupils from across the UK returned
scripts for the Senior Maths Challenge with the top 10%
receiving a Gold certificate, the next 20% receiving a Silver and
the next 30% receiving a Bronze.
Approximately 4600 of the top students are invited to sit
one of the follow-on competitions, the BM01 or the Senior
Kangaroo.
At DGGS, our top scoring students were Xinyu 13F (Gold),
Fayoos 12E (Silver), Irina 12C (Silver), Helen 13D (Bronze),
Martha 12A (Bronze) and Katy 12A(Bronze). Xinyu 13F scored
highly enough to be invited to sit the Senior Kangaroo. Here
she writes about her experiences:
This year would be my last chance to participate in the UK
Mathematical Challenge and I am very proud of what I have
achieved. The questions in the Mathematical Challenge are
very different to what we learn in school. Most of the
questions do not require special maths techniques such as
using formulas. Instead, they are just simple maths but more
logical and will challenge the way you think. Before I sat the
test, I went through some past papers from the UKMT website.
I think it is very useful as it gives me a brief idea of what type

of questions they might ask and the mark scheme explained
very clearly the logic behind. I think anyone who is interested
in maths should take part in this because it is a very exciting
experience to have and you are able to find out more about
the beauty of maths.
Xinyu 13F
Mrs P Hall
Joint Curriculum Area Leader: Key Stage 3 Mathematics

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Head Student Team
First off, we have had a thoroughly
enjoyable time as your Head Students. It
was important to us to make sure that we
represented you as well as we could and we
hope that we have accomplished this.
Having an active role in the school
community was one of our key aims and
through events such as the Year 7 fun run
and Christmas Party we did this. We are
grateful for the opportunity our role gave us
to raise awareness about outside world
problems and our ‘Acceptance without
Exception’ day and your response to it, just
goes to show how tolerant and inclusive we
are as a community. We want to thank all of
the staff for their help and Mrs Pritchard for
being a keen advocate of student
leadership. It would also be impossible not
to mention our fantastic Head Student

Team, without whom the progress we have
made behind the scenes would not have
been even remotely possible. We would
also like to thank you the students, not only
for giving us the opportunity to work with
you, but for your enthusiastic response to
everything we have done. One thing we’ve
discovered in our time, is that being a
leader is not a couple of authoritative
figures, dictating what happens here and
what happens there. Rather it is about
discussing with those around you, taking
everybody’s ideas on board and coming up
with a consensus to a solution. Finally, it’s
important to remember that we all have a
voice - but it’s your duty to make it
heard. Thank you. Patrick 13C & Emily
13B

House updates
Ightham House update : It has been a very exciting and successful year for Ightham. Ightham came
second in the house points total at the end of term two with both 7I and 9I attaining the most house
points in their years. This achievement reflects the hard work, dedication and positivity of those in
Ightham House. I hope that this success will continue and that Ightham will keep up the hard work. Well
done to 10I for entering the Christmas decoration competition and creating a festive wreath on the
theme of The Magic of Christmas. Throughout the year Ightham have taken part in a number of
competitions and charitable events such as the creation of Harvest Boxes which was not only a fun
activity but the boxes also helped a number of elderly people and brought them some happiness as the
boxes were donated to both Age UK and Dartford Foodbank. Thankyou to everyone who generously
donated toys to Toys to the Tree at Christmas. Finally, as the end of my time as House Captain draws to a
close I would like to thank the Ightham team for their hard work this year as well as every member of
Ightham House for making the year such a success. I wish the new Ightham team every success and hope
that the year brings new and exciting opportunities for Ightham House and all of its members. Karen 13B
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Knole House update : As the House Captain for Knole I am pleased to say that this year has
been a great success in house competitions and coming together as a community. As a team
we dedicated ourselves to make sure that each form had a prefect they could look up to for
advice and information on what is happening in the school. Our charity day last year was
also an achievement and I would like the same again this year. Our charities this year have
been Refugee Action and Make A Wish. As a house we have made many memories together
by participating in the Easter Hat Parade, Interhouse Sport competitions and charitable
events such as Toys for the Tree and Harvest. The year 7 house trip to Knole House allowed
them to gain new friendships and to understand the history of our house. I am happy that I
have been House Captain, as I wouldn’t have been able to meet such amazing people
otherwise. Megan 13E
Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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Penshurst House update : I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as House Captain for Penshurst. This year
the House has achieved a lot due to our continuous fund raising efforts and achievements in inter-house
competitions. Our charity days were highly successful as we raised just over £600 for the Cancer Ward at
Darent Valley Hospital. All members of the House made great efforts to raise as much money as possible,
including a festival of different activities run by the Year 7’s and Year 11 selling cakes and sweets.
Penshurst House also supported many other organisations, including collecting food for Age UK for the
Harvest Festival and raising money for Children in Need. In addition, some of the House Prefects attended
the annual House visit with Year 7 which was enjoyable as they were able to visit Penshurst and learn
about its history. Within the House, there have been many successes, including achievements in sporting
activities and some students were rewarded for academic progress. On behalf of the House Team, I would
like to thank all members of Penshurst for their continued support and effort this year.
Patsy 13F

Chartwell House update : Over the past year, it has been a pleasure to be Chartwell’s house captain.
Congratulations to each year group for raising an incredible amount of money for our charity days and taking
part in inter-house competitions. Along with the rest of the Head Student Team, we organised a fundraiser, last
year, to raise awareness for the LGBT community and those who are bullied as a result of their sexuality, which
was very successful. We have also organised other charity and fundraising events such as the sixth form
Christmas party and are in the process of designing a water bottle that will fund projects that we are working
towards within the school. Finally, I would like to thank the rest of the Head Student Team for working together
well as a team to achieve many of the aims we had in mind when taking over from the previous team.
Phoebe 13A

Leeds House update : Over the last year Leeds House have taken part in many events in order to raise money for our
chosen charity ‘Make-A-Wish’, including our successful charity days where each form took on the responsibility of
creating an event to raise funds for the great cause. As a house we also supported charities such as Age UK and
Children in Need by participating in whole school events. As well as charity work, Leeds House members have been
able to participate in competitions such as Sports Day and other more artistic tasks such as creating a Harvest box or
Christmas decoration. I would like to thank everyone in Leeds House for their participation in these events and
working well within their forms to benefit the house as a whole. I wish everyone the best in the future.
Chloe-Louise 13E

Hever House update : This year has been a very successful year for Hever - winning the shield was ultimately the
biggest achievement for the house. We started the year by participating in the fund raising event ‘Acceptance
without Exception’ raising money for the LGBT community. I would like to thank all of you in Hever on behalf of
the Hever leadership team, for being part of this event, it was much appreciated by the Head Student Team. The
Year 7 Fun Run was another successful event which took place last year and it’s always fantastic to see the Year
7s making a huge effort – so well done!
The Hever Team decided to hold a drawing competition for 7H, with prizes to the best four entries, it truly
was hard to pick one overall winner due to the unique, creative and skilful pieces of work which were submitted
to us, so a massive well done and thank you to 7H for taking part! We also hope those in 7H enjoyed the
Christmas Party at the end of last term.
From the Hever Team, we wish everyone in Hever another successful and enjoyable year and good luck to
the new Hever Team going forward!
Bryony 13A

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential
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END OF TERM 2 CHRISTMAS
DECORATION
HOUSE COMPETITION

At the end of last year, students got into the spirit of Christmas and designed beautiful decorations, which were kindly donated to the Ellenor hospice.
Thank you to all of the following Form groups who entered:
7C,7H,7K,7L,8C,8H,8K,8L,9K,10I,10P,11L,11K,9H and 12A
The Winners were as follows:

Second place — 10P

First place –8K

Third place — 11L

ISSUE45
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Please see below for photos of the other fantastic entries

8C

7L

7H

7C

8H

8L
9K

10I

11K

12A

These are our end of term 2 House point totals:

Well done to everyone who took part so far this year!
Keep on collecting House points and let’s bring out our
next competition...A drama competition! See school
website for details to come very soon!
Mrs Kleywegt
Curriculum Team Leader: Languages

HOUSE POINTS
HEVER
IGHTHAM
LEEDS
CHARTWELL
KNOLE
PENSHURST

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

End of Term 2
2016
3568
3385
2955
2801
2742
2359
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CAS Music Group performance
On Wednesday 7th December the Year 12 CAS Music group
performed an afternoon concert to pupils from Milestone Academy.
Milestone Academy is a special school for pupils with profound and
multiple learning difficulties. The concert included songs and
instrumental performances as varied as a Waltz by Dvorak on the
clarinet, Bruno Mars' 'Count On Me' and various songs signing with
makaton. We were also treated to a stunning signed and sung
performance of 'Let It Go' from Frozen by the Milestone pupils. The year
12 CAS group also taught the pupils how to play the ukulele and
together we performed a couple of ukulele pieces. Martha 12B sums
up the feeling of the group after the performance;
"It was a great learning experience because the performance was my
first time working directly with children who have special needs as well
as playing proper chords on the ukulele. Seeing their enthusiasm was
infectious, especially during their performance of Let It Go. I am
exceedingly grateful for the opportunity and believe it has reinforced my
desire to help people in the future."
Mrs Dowsett
Teacher : Music

ISSUE45
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Sports News
U13 District Netball : 10/01/17
Location—Mayfield
DSTC 0 vs DGGS A 9
Northfleet 0 vs DGGS A 7
Wilmington Academy 0 vs DGGS A 4
Mayfield 1 vs DGGS A 3
St Georges's A 1 vs DGGS A 6
St George's A 4 vs DGGS B 1
St George's B 3 vs DGGS B 3
Mayfield 3 vs DGGS B 1

13

Squad
Team A: Lottie 8H, Maddie 8C, Lucy 8K,
Charlotte 8L, Anjola 8K, Precious 8K,
Molly 8L
Team B: Nia 8C, Emogene 8L, Rhea 8K,
Amelia 8K, Benita 8K, Katie 8I, Libby 8P

Kent Schools Swimming Gala : 14/01/17
Location—Hartsdown pool Maidstone

Squad
Olivia 7P, Amelia 10P, Rebecca 12D,
Nia 8C, Charlotte 10H

Olivia 100m Fly 23rd in age group.
Charlotte 100m Fly 20th in age group
Nia 100m Fly 10th in age group.
Amelia 100m Freestyle 9th in age group
Rebecca 100m Freestyle 8th in age group
Olivia 100m Breaststroke 20th in age group (PB)
Amelia 100m Breaststroke 5th in age group (medal)
U12 & U13 B Netball : 17/01/17
Location—Bromley High
Squad
U12s- Leyla 7H, Lauren 7L, Mayowa 7K, Freya 7K,
U13 won 16-6
Katie 7C, Maddie 7L, Ramisha 7C
U12 lost 10-11
U13s- Maddie 8C, Lucy 8K, Charlotte 8L, Anjola
8K, Precious 8K, Molly 8L, Amelia 8K

U12 Swimming Gala : 23/01/17
Location Bromley High
1st place—JAGS
2nd place—Bromley High
Squad
Olivia 7P, Olivia 7P, Lauren 7H,
Holly 7P, Kirsty 7K, Gabrielle, 7H
Eloise 7P, Mia 7L, Leyla 7H,
Georgia 7H, Ayomide 7P, Ruby
7L, Jasmine 7I, Demi 7L, Carol 7H,

U12 ESFA Football : 31/01/17
Location—Belfairs Academy
Belfairs 8 Vs DGGS 1

Squad
Taonga Banda 7L
Jasmine Collins 7I
Stephanie Fajuyigbe 7I
Corona Grant 7L
Kira Griffin 7L
Lois Lee 7I
Carol Mejia Perea 7H
Minta Musasa 7H
Grace Olapo 7H
Alisha Parmer 7H
Sathana Selvamaran 7L
Kaya Shompa 7C
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DGGS WELCOMES URI WINTERSTEIN
TO SHARE HIS TESTIMONY
On the 7th December, the Humanities Department were privileged to welcome Uri
Winterstein to share his experiences of the Holocaust at our Annual Humanities Lecture.
Uri was born in Czechoslovakia in 1943 and 9 members of his family were murdered in
Auschwitz. He shared his story of the Holocaust which was both harrowing and uplifting. His
outlook on life was so positive and reflective, where the Holocaust and he tragedies faced in
the world today are concerned.
Approximately 175 people attended the lecture – students, parents and staff. People of all
ages were affected by Uri’s testimony and many had questions to pose at the end.
We were delighted to welcome Uri to our school and to see such a range of faces at the lecture
this year. All proceeds from tickets, raffle and refreshments went directly to two charities:
Crisis (a homeless charity) and JCORE (Jewish Council for Racial
Equality). Overall £455.00 was raised to share between the
two charities which was fantastic.
Thank you to all those who attended and supported the event
and thank you to Uri Winterstein for sharing his testimony with
us.
Miss Day
Curriculum Team Leader : Humanities
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On Wednesday the 7th of December we attended the
annual humanities lecture about the Holocaust. A man named
Uri Winterstein came and talked about his experiences and how the Holocaust influenced his
life. During the lecture we donated money to Uri’s chosen charity to help Jews as well as nonJews. .
Uri first started to talk about how he didn’t think of himself as a survivor because of the fact
that he was not actually involved with any of the punishments in the Holocaust and because it
was really his family that experienced the punishments during the Holocaust. Both he and his
family survived however his cousins and grandparents died in World War 2.
Uri began to talk about how he was from Bratislava, which was in Czechoslovakia at the
time but now Slovakia. He talked about how his father was a very devoted Jew and his mother
had a very strong character as she was one of the first women to become a lawyer so there
was already a hint of feminism running through his family.
During the time that the Nazis were killing Jews, Uri spoke about how there was some
humanity in the soldiers as his sister had told him a story about how a soldier let her and her
mother go but said that they would be captured later. Later this humanity was also shown in
another Nazi soldier as Uri’s mum had asked a Nazi soldier to let Uri go as he was only a baby
but to take her instead. This soldier let Uri go but said that someone needed to look after Uri
so he let Uri’s mother go as well. By this time the Winterstein family were now in Prague which
is in the Czech Republic.
Uri talked about how he went to live with some of his father’s friends in Bratislava, where
after the war had ended his family came back and got him. After the war Uri moved to Brazil
where he attended an American school. There he met his wife and also had kids. He talked
about how he would one day visit the Auschwitz concentration camp which was where his
family were held.
After Uri had finished talking the audience were able to ask questions. One interesting
question that came up was how Uri felt about the Nazi soldiers who were involved. He replied
saying that he did not blame them as he felt as though they couldn’t really do anything. As he
said he himself would find it very hard to stand up to what is right. Uri then said why he does
the lecture “to not dwell on the past but for the future” which was showing how he wanted
there to be tolerance and awareness of different cultures, religions and ethnicities.
Overall we enjoyed the lecture very much as it gave us insight into how Jews felt in the time of
the Holocaust and how so much of people died in such a tragic event which will forever be
remembered in the hearts of many Jews.
Anna & Giri 9C
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FPTA Update
FPTA Back in Motion
Seems so far away but on behalf of the FPTA, Happy New Year! We hope your 2017 has got off to a
good start and that the year of the Rooster is set to be very happy, and very healthy for all of you.
Part of that happiness is sure to be fulfilled by the DGGS FPTA because we have an amazing line up
of activities, events, projects and commitments coming up this year.
Over the years the generosity of all those associated with the School has enabled the FPTA to
donate many thousands of pounds to benefit the school and its pupils. This year we are looking to
build on our previous year's success and help support targeted funding initiatives for the Science,
Foreign Languages and PE departments. Over the coming weeks as these targets are finalised we
will be publishing them on the DGGS website for you to track our progress.
We’ve got lots of fun events coming up in 2017 ranging from Quiz Nights, a Disco and the Grand
Summer Fayre. Once again dates are being finalised and a "Save the date" list will be circulated
shortly, so keep an eye out for further information as the year progresses.
A big thank you to all of you for your continued support last year! We would like to thank everyone
that helped with all that was Christmas. It is only through the support of our Committee Member
parents that we can run these extras our children get to enjoy. If you think you can give some time
to us, or would like more information on becoming an FPTA member do get in touch!
Hector Payne : Chair of the FPTA

Upcoming events
Friday 10th February

End of Term 3

Monday 20th February

Start of Term 4

Wednesday 1st March

New Head Student Team
announced to school

Friday 3rd March

Progress Reports home

Wednesday 9th March

Year 12 & Year 13 Parent
Consultation evening

Wednesday 15th March

JAWDANCE open mic
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